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Abstract: 

Sadly and ironically, Nigeria is regarded as a nation flowing with milk and honey, yet the ma-

jority of the citizens live in abject poverty. Faulty development policies pursued since 1999 have 

left the people pauperized and decimated. These are manifested in increasing poverty, unem-

ployment, poor housing facilities, diseases, the total collapse of social security, poor medical 

care, etc. Poverty and unemployment as social problems have remained the major development 

challenges in Nigeria today. It is against this backdrop that this paper examines the relationships 

between poverty, unemployment and national insecurity in Nigeria’s fourth republic. Using the 

theory of causality, the paper argued that economic deprivation, frustration, and desperation 

among the youths especially the lower-class are the underlying causes of national insecurity in 

Nigeria today. Therefore, the way out of insecurity that has pervaded our nation rest on the need 

to address the issues of economic poverty and social deprivation of the masses by increasing the 

basic necessities of life. 
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Streszczenie: 

Niestety, mimo że Nigeria jest uważana za kraj mlekiem i miodem płynący, większość obywateli 

żyje w skrajnym ubóstwie.  Nieprawidłowe polityki rozwojowe stosowane od 1999 r. doprowa-

dziły kraj na skraj ruiny. Polityki te przejawiają się w rosnącym ubóstwie, bezrobociu, złych 
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warunkach mieszkaniowych, chorobach, całkowitym upadku zabezpieczenia społecznego, złej 

opiece medycznej itp. Ubóstwo i bezrobocie, jako że problemy społeczne pozostały głównymi 

wyzwaniami rozwojowymi w dzisiejszej Nigerii. Na tym tle niniejszy dokument analizuje 

związki między ubóstwem, bezrobociem a niepewnością narodową w czwartej republice Nige-

rii. Stosując teorię przyczynowości, w artykule argumentowano, że deprywacja gospodarcza, 

frustracja i desperacja wśród młodzieży, zwłaszcza niższej klasy, są dziś podstawowymi przy-

czynami niepewności narodowej w Nigerii. Wyjście z niepewności, która przeniknęła Nigerię, 

opiera się na potrzebie zajęcia się kwestią ubóstwa gospodarczego i społecznej deprywacji mas 

poprzez zapewnienie podstawowych potrzeb życiowych. 

Słowa kluczowe: Ubóstwo, bezrobocie, brak bezpieczeństwa, Nigeria 

 
Statement of the problem in general outlook and its connection with important 

scientific and practical task 

Poverty and unemployment as social problems have remained the major developmen-

tal challenges in Nigeria today. Sadly and ironically, Nigeria is regarded as a nation 

flowing with milk and honey, yet the majority of the citizens live in abject poverty. 

Despite the nation’s position as the sixth-largest producer of crude oil from which it 

has made over the US 800 billion dollars in the last 58 years, more than 80% of its 

estimated population live below the poverty line of $1 per day. As Nwagwu (2014:19) 

observed, “the majority of the population is enmeshed in the net of abject poverty due 

to faulty economic policies and unsustainable poverty alleviation programs of succes-

sive governments since 1999. The rural dwellers and the urban ghetto inhabitants 

gripped firmly by the clutches of poverty in an affluent nation, are the major victims 

of Nigeria’s backwardness and apparent underdevelopment.” 

Unemployment, on the other hand, is a global phenomenon whereby an eligible work-

force of the nation is deprived in the service to the Country. It is not only a serious 

economic issue but also has implications that affect almost all countries and all people 

either directly or indirectly (Adegoke, 2014). The scourge of poverty and unemploy-

ment has ravaged almost all nations of the world in different dimensions and shades. 

But in Nigeria, as Akande and Okuwa (2009) point out, the unemployment challenge 

is captured by the growing number of unemployed youths roaming the streets all over 

the country. It is also seen in the informal sector of the economy as under-employment, 

declining real wages, reduced incentives, reduced private investment in all sectors of 

the nation’s economy and reduction in the quality of education and training given to 

the citizens in our tertiary educational institutions across the country (Akwara, 

Akwara, Enwuchola, Adekunle and Udraw, 2013). 
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Poverty and unemployment cause social disquiet and it the harbinger of the spate of 

crimes, perennial youth unrest and unstable socio-economic structure that have bedev-

iled several nations. In Nigeria, today, poverty and unemployment carry with them a 

number of attendant social, political, economic, and psychological and security chal-

lenges. The increased rate of sectional violence, crimes and terrorism are connected 

with poverty and youth unemployment in the country.  

Therefore, poverty and unemployment are both reflective and precipitants of the pleth-

ora of contemporary societal challenges such as governance, leadership, security, that 

are inimical to human social-existence globally. Thus, this paper examines the rela-

tionships between poverty, unemployment and national insecurity in Nigeria's fourth 

republic. 

 

Analysis of latest research where the solution of the problem was initiated. 

Nwagbosa (2012) argues that the failure of successive governments in Nigeria to ad-

dress challenges of poverty, unemployment and inequitable distribution of wealth 

among ethnic nationalities is one of the major causes of insecurity in the country. The 

unemployed must find a means of livelihood and this they do by engaging in crimes 

and making themselves available to the political class as thugs and assassins. Political 

violence, ethnoreligious conflicts and terrorism rife in Nigeria today are no doubt the 

consequences of poverty and unemployment. If most of our youths are employed, there 

would be a drastic reduction in the level of crime and insecurity in the country (Akwara 

et al. 2013).   The government at all levels should increase efforts to address the issues 

of economic poverty and social deprivation of the masses by increasing the basic ne-

cessities of life. This will go a long way to create the platform for the entrenchment of 

good governance and capacity building for social justice and empowerment for the 

masses to exercise their civil rights appropriately.  

 

Aims of paper. Methods. 

The aim of the paper is to examine the nature and the effects of poverty and unemploy-

ment on national security in Nigeria.  The descriptive method was adopted which in-

volves the use of secondary data such as articles in journals, textbooks, magazines, 

newspapers etc.  
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Exposition of main material of research with complete substantiation of obtained 

scientific results. Discussion. 

Unemployment.  

Unemployment, as defined by the International Labour Organization (ILO) (1982), 

refers to numbers of the economically active population who are without work, but 

available for and seeking work, including people who have lost their jobs and those 

who have voluntarily left work. According to Adebayo, (1999) cited in Akwara et al. 

(2013), posits that unemployment exists when the labor force wishes to work but can-

not get jobs. In Nigeria today, the rapid increase in the country’s unemployment rate 

has become a major source of worry. Several school leaves and employable adults are 

either finding it difficult to secure employment or are laid off works for one reason or 

the other. It is no longer about going to school and graduating or learning a trade, but 

about how to face the reality of graduating and joining the brigade of the unemployed 

with little hope of what the future holds.  

Unlike what is obtainable in most developed countries, in Nigeria, there is no social 

security system in place to cater for the unemployed. Thus, as the unemployed do not 

receive unemployment benefits from the government, most, if not all, are unable to 

afford decent food, clothing, shelter, and recreation. Many have thus, resorted to en-

gaging in activities that constitute security challenges to the nation (Adegoke, 2015). 

According to Okafor (2011), unemployment in Nigeria is with attendant social, eco-

nomic, political and psychological consequences. One of its social consequences on 

Nigerian youths is the high level of youth unemployment. A phenomenon that encour-

ages the development of street youths and urban urchins (area boys) that grows up in 

a culture that encourages criminal behavior. Unemployment has also contributed to 

increasing feminization of poverty among young women, which has encouraged pros-

titution as a means of survival and leads to trafficking of young women across inter-

national borders with transnational security implications. Psychologically, the unem-

ployed usually experience trauma, anger, frustration, low self-esteem, negative life sat-

isfaction, unhappiness and mental disorder including depression and acute stress. On 

the other hand, economic consequences of unemployment include a flight of youths 

and able bodies’ men from the country in search of better opportunities abroad, thereby 

reducing the labor force and producing capacity in Nigeria (Akande &Okuwa, 2009). 

According to the National Bureau of Statistics (1999-2012), the national, unemployed 

persons constituted 19.9% in 1999, 18.1% in 2000, 13.7% in 2001, 12.2% in 2002, 

14.8% in 2003, 11.8% in 2004, 11.9% in 2005, 14.7% in 2006, 14.6% in 2007, 14.9% 
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in 2008, 19.7% in 2009, 21.10% in 2010, 23.90% in 2011 and 24.30% in 2012). Lam-

ido (2013) affirmed that unemployment in Nigeria is generally caused by improper 

orientation of the youths, absence of a policy on social welfare, societal attitude to-

wards vocational and technical education and inadequate teaching facilities. These 

have manifested in the alarming rate of armed robberies in the South-West region, 

militancy and arson in the South-South region, terrorism and banditry in the North-

east, North-central and North-west regions and kidnapping and herdsmen attack in the 

South-East region. 

National Insecurity 

Security could take different forms. There is human security, national security, and so 

on. Therefore, to be able to define national insecurity, it is pertinent to have an under-

standing of what national security and human security are. National security implies 

the appropriation and development of state apparatus of coercive force to deal with the 

situation of crisis, nationally or internationally. Human security, on the other hand, 

involves protecting people from hunger, disease, natural disasters, poverty, and unem-

ployment. Analysts have argued that it is human security that presents the most effec-

tive instrument for national security and not the building of arms and weapons of war-

fare (Hay, 1995; Osawe, 2015). One of the principal functions of the modern state is 

that of protecting the territorial integrity of the state, lives, and properties of its citizens 

and upliftment of the human condition. The promotion of human security has become 

the central focus of the new development paradigm because the building of arms and 

ammunitions does not bring peace, security, and political stability. Eradicating pov-

erty, hunger, diseases through sustainable development programs, hold the key to en-

during national security. Thus, a country that invests heavily in human security may 

not have to spend much money and effort in fighting crimes like kidnapping, human 

trafficking, bombing, youth unrest, political assassination, etc. (Ighodalo, 2012). 

Therefore, the first duty of a government is to keep its citizenry safe because like 

Nwolise (2012) observed, only the state has the wherewithal to guarantee security and 

safe society from anarchy. 

Conversely, national insecurity is the exact opposite of national security and human 

security and has attracted such common descriptors as want of safety, danger, hazard, 

and uncertainty, want of confidence, state of doubt, inadequately guarded or protected, 

instability, trouble, lack of protection and being unsafe (Achumba, Ighomereho and 

Akpor-Robaro, 2013). 

Similarly, Osawe (2015:125) posits that “the concept of insecurity connotes such 
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meaning as a state or condition of being unsafe or the feeling of being unsafe charac-

terized by self-doubt, anxiety, fear, and vulnerability, danger, hazard, uncertainty, lack 

of pretention, etc. At the national level, insecurity could be seen as the threats to the 

general peace ranging from low-level civil disorder, large scale violence, or even an 

armed insurgency. Threats to national security may be directed at either the state’s 

citizenry or the organs and infrastructure of the state itself, and may range from petty 

crime, serious organized crime, political or industrial unrest, or even domestic terror-

ism”. There are several factors that hinder the peaceful co-existence of Nigerian citi-

zens. Different violent groups have taken their turns in causing fear, anxiety, injury, 

death, displacement as well as the destruction of properties. 

Theoretical framework 

The theoretical framework used in this paper is the theory of causality which focused 

on the economic and material conditions as having a casual like the correlation with 

crime. The theory of causality argues that crime was a protestor or an incipient rebel-

lion by the poor against the social conditions which prevented them from acquiring 

good and that in a capitalist society the poor and powerless were forced into crime in 

order to survive (Quinney, 1980). In addition, criminality among the youths especially 

the lower-class has been attributed to various forms of frustration such as lack of 

money or failure to achieve respect derived from economic disadvantages (Greenberg, 

1977). This assumption is further reiterated by the frustration-aggression theory which 

argues that frustration simply means the act of preventing someone from making an 

advancement, progress or success in life, this blockage likely result to dissatisfaction 

in an individual or group who turn to react in a violent manner as an indication of 

protest against hindrance to succeed. When these occur, it can produce feelings of an-

ger which in turn can generate feelings of aggression and aggressive behavior 

(www.alleydog.com). As the root of violence and insecurity tends to be more complex, 

sometimes people resort to violence when they are oppressed, discriminated against 

socially isolated or economically deprived (Adegoke, 2015). The inability of the Ni-

gerian leaders since 1999 to tackle development challenges, distribute state resources 

equitably and render good services to the people appear to be one of the causes of 

national insecurity. Salawu (2010:348) argues that “a major cause of what we now see 

as ethnoreligious conflicts in Nigeria has to do with the accusation and allegations of 

neglect, oppression, domination, exploitation, victimization, discrimination, marginal-

ization, nepotism and bigotry”. Therefore, economic deprivation and frustration (pov-

erty and unemployment) are considered to be the underlying cause of violence and 
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aggressive criminal act like kidnapping, banditry, armed robbery, terrorism, etc, in 

contemporary Nigeria state. 

The Causal Connection between Poverty, Unemployment and National Insecurity 

in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic: The Dialectics.  

In countries where appropriate development paradigm is in place and practiced, the 

citizens enjoy a high standard of living demonstrated by the willingness of the govern-

ment to provide the basic necessities of life in terms of jobs, portable water, electricity, 

affordable housing, food, good roads among others. Under these conditions, there 

could be national human security. Thus, security could mean different things at differ-

ent times to different people. Generally, security could be referred to as a measure that 

ensures peaceful co-existence and development at large (Adebayo 2011 cited in 

Ighodalo, 2012). Therefore, where there is security, there is likely to be the absence of 

fear, threat, anxiety, tension and apprehension over the loss of life, liberty, property, 

goals, and values, among others. From the foregoing, it is clear that security is vital for 

development in any human collectivity. However, as part of the colonial legacies in 

Africa, security tends to assume the militarists approach either because the political 

system is inherently unstable or those in control of state powers want to be there “adin-

finitium”. In either case, the emphasis is on the building of arms and ammunitions to 

the detriment of the basic necessities of life for the citizens. The fragility of the state 

in Nigeria is partly due to the deficit in human security. Therefore, it can be argued 

that approaching the question of security from a state or militaristic angle is a detective. 

The more fundamental basis for security lies in freedom from poverty, diseases, igno-

rance, joblessness and arbitrary power (Ighodalo, 2012).  

Conventional wisdom dictates that insecurity rise with poverty and unemployment 

(Kirby, 2011 cited in Adegoke, 2015), because unemployment leads to loss of income 

which affects the people’s ability to pay their bills and provide basic necessities for 

their households and dependent relatives. It is because of insecurity posed by unem-

ployment that advanced countries provide social security payment to the unemployed 

to keep them off the street until they get jobs. As a result of the high level of poverty 

and unemployment among Nigerians, especially the youths, they are adversely at-

tracted to violent crime (Adagba, Ugwu&Eme, 2012). 

We posit that economic deprivation, frustration, and desperation are the underlying 

causes of national insecurity in Nigeria’s fourth republic. However, ethnic and reli-

gious factors cannot be ignored. The results of researchers conducted on the links be-

tween poverty and terrorism seem to confirm our proposition (see Bravo & Dias, 2006; 
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Al-Badayneh, 2009). Other variables sustaining our hypothesis are the social profile 

and social location of the Nigerian youths today. Their social profile is largely indica-

tive of gross disparities of life chances. The ideology behind the formation of the Boko 

Haram terrorist sect and the militancy in the Niger Delta region also justify our prop-

osition. Poverty and unemployment are principal causes of political, economic and 

social conflict in the country. They are antithetical to the principles and core values of 

democracy. Poverty and unemployment in the midst of plenty; create disaffection 

among the populace and leads them toward violent behavior. They constrain the ability 

of the people to make independent choices and participate actively in decision – mak-

ing. They reduce their self-esteem and ability to extract accountability from those they 

elect. The high level of poverty and unemployment are the underlying causes of the 

crisis and criminal activities which create a state of insecurity and breach of the peace 

that is likely to or indeed affect legitimate social and economic activities in the country. 

These security challenges have the damaging consequences which give the signal to 

the rest of the international community that Nigeria is not a safe and secure place and 

as such not suitable for economic investment and activities. Insecurity is a risk factor 

that investors all over the world dread, as insecurity and uncertainty are not only con-

sidered as a bad omen for business, warning signals to investors to take their investable 

funds to another country where there is adequate security (Adegoke, 2015). 

 

Conclusions 

This paper examines the interconnections between poverty created by state neglect of 

the needs of the masses, unemployment and national insecurity in Nigeria’s Fourth 

Republic. We assert that economic deprivation, frustration, and desperation among the 

youths especially the lower-class are the underlying causes of national insecurity in 

Nigeria today. While it could be true that the security of lives and properties is a major 

issue globally, Nigeria’s security situation has over the years deteriorated owing to 

poor governance, political desperation and government inability to address the chal-

lenges of poverty and unemployment in the country. The insecurity of lives and prop-

erties in Nigeria today is being championed with ethnic bias by unemployed youths. 

In light of the above, this paper provides the following policy recommendations. 

I. The Federal government of Nigeria should intensity efforts to invest heavily in hu-

man security rather than building arms and ammunitions. This will go a long way 

to reduce the incidence of kidnapping, human trafficking, youth unrest, political 

assassination, and bombing. 
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II. Government at all levels should increase efforts to address the issues of economic 

poverty and social deprivation of the masses by increasing the basic necessities of 

life. This will go a long way to create the platform for the entrenchment of good 

governance and capacity building for social justice and empowerment for the 

masses to exercise their civil rights appropriately.  

III. Governments at all levels should take the security of lives and properties seriously. 

The recent attacks by herdsmen on rural farmers in some parts of the country should 

be addressed immediately to avoid food insecurity in the country. 

IV. The government should address the root cause of extremism in the Northern part 

of the Country by censoring and regulating religious activism. The government 

should be also addressing the challenges of lack of modern fighting equipment and 

communication gadgets confronting the security agencies. 

V. The government at all levels should give adequate attention to employment gener-

ation for the teeming population especially the school leavers. 
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