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Abstract. The safety of travel on public roads is one of the most important issues to be developed in Hungary and in the European
Union. The authors conducted a survey on the current state of the topic in Hungary. They examine the actions undertaken in traffic
safety and traffic control in the past years in the country. Vehicle drivers consider requlations on speed limits and overspeeding to be
less respectable and acceptable. The absolute transgression of the speed limit, also known as overspeeding, significantly increases
therisk of accidents, and also adds to the severity of accidents, considering the majority of the traumas and the occurrence of fatalities
inthese accidents. Overspeeding is the greatest problem point in road traffic safety issues such as speeding, drunk driving and the use
of passive road traffic safety gear. Considering the fatal road accidents in Hungary, it has become evident that the number of absolute
overspeeding cases is significantly increasing. Overspeeding plays a significant role in the severity of the accident, especially
in cases of unprotected travellers, pedestrians and cyclists. Traffic control is part of influencing the awareness and education of safe
travelling. Police traffic control and accident prevention programmes aim to decrease the number of victims of road traffic accidents.
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Introduction

In contemporary criminology and the fight against criminality, it has been stated
that most criminal cases cannot be prevented only by the means of legal regulation.
To set up effective crime prevention, legal and extralegal instruments are needed.

The fight against criminal cases committed in traffic has to be considered as part
of the fight against criminal cases as a whole. In Hungary, accidents that cause seri-
ous injuries which take more than eight days to heal are considered to be offences.
Accidents that cause injuries healing in less than eight days or only a loss of goods
are only considered to be motoring offences under the law since these cases are
judged to be less harmful to the society than the previously mentioned ones.

The degree of the injury caused in the accident is irrelevant, however, from
the perspective of prevention efforts. Therefore, we need to state that it is more
important to emphasise the efforts made in preventing the accidents rather than
the prevention of guilt in the prevention of motoring deviances. It is evident that
we have to aim at decreasing the severity of the accidents with the introduction
of passive means of security and the forcing of their use.

Safety of common road traffic is an important social interest. The following of traffic
rules and the prediction that they are also followed by co-drivers are the two basic terms
of safe and uninterrupted traffic. On the other hand, it is also needed that the traffic
participants should be patient and considerate to each other.

(Preamble of dictate on the road traffic regulation)
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Main Part

Despite the introduction to the road traffic rules of unambiguous instructions
to follow, it is a fact that in the years following the millennium, the number of the
victims of lethal road accidents is three times more than the number of victims
of crime attempted against persons every year.

Analysing the reasons for the traffic accidents, it can be stated that they show a sim-
ilar distribution every year. The majority of accidents involve exceeding the speed
limit. These cases include both absolute and relative exceeding of the speed limit.
It is noticeable that in Hungary, accident statistics consist of accidents causing per-
sonal injury without considering them to be guilty of a motoring offence. In a more
thorough analysis, it can be noticed that the exceeding of the speed limit that caused
the accident was a relative kind of exceeding. (Source of the statistic data is the police-
men taking action at the site of the crime. Since he or she is serving data preceding
the calculations of an expert, there can be significant mistakes in the data provided).

Second main cause of accidents is breaking the rules of precedence. Breaking
the rules of changing directions and turning are also causes of accidents'.

Table 1. Causes of accidents in Hungary

Road fault, etc.

Mechanical fault of the vehicle

Fault of a passenger

Fault of a pedestrian

Other fault of the driver

Careless driving

regular change of direction, turn, mode of travelling
Not giving precedence

Irregular overtaking

Speeding and driving too slowly

Source: own study

Police traffic control is the state’s visible and hidden observatory presence in public
road traffic. Police road traffic control affects the citizens’ behaviour in a way that
it makes them aware of the risk that they might go through visible or hidden means
of traffic control. Traffic control is justified by the fact that most of the road traffic
accidents happen because drivers break the applicable rules. This fact necessitates
the fight against accidents, which is implemented via the actions undertaken
by the authorities in order to prevent those cases of breaking the rules that lead
to road traffic accidents. For this reason, the police are part of the lifelong learning
process that aims to develop the proper behaviour of the participants of road traffic.

! Source of dates: Hungarian Central Statistical Office.
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In order to free both the police as an organisation and police people from
frustration, it is important to consider that participants of traffic worldwide see
police as maintainers of smooth traffic, but they are against visible or hidden means
of road traffic control, as well as taking action against those who overspeed. One
must understand though that a significant proportion of road traffic participants
demands both of the abovementioned police activities. The different perspectives
of the two groups is not accidental — it comes down to their different road traffic
roles, interests and various behaviours. This makes it reasonable to gain and main-
tain the trust and support of the second group. This is of primary importance
because nobody is able to produce perfect, obedient behaviour. All of those who
are part of the obedient road traffic group occasionally break the rules, only more
rarely and under circumstances of reduced risk. At the recording of a police control
action, it is important to consider the dangerousness of the act, which affects both
the person and the society.

There is no doubt that there is a tight correlation between stationary incidents
and mobile incidents. The lack of a penalty on stationary incidents (especially irregular
parking cases) encourages drivers to infringe or even break the law at their own dis-
cretion. They judge those rules that are inconvenient to them as superfluous, while
they take the convenient rules as valuable and valid. Arbitrary interpretation of the
law becomes replaced by arbitrary application of the law. This is why one must not
neglect any infringement that is committed by a police officer. It is indisputable that
mobile breaches of the law are the most perilous to road traffic, therefore the pre-
vention of such mobile breaches of the law has to be emphasised to a great extent.

The consideration of the effectiveness of police actions is a constant dilemma.
Itis questioned whether the traffic police is effective in those cases where it controls
the greatest possible amount of participants of traffic or sanctions the great-
est number of participants of traffic compared to the number of actions taken
in a given period of time. From the fundamental principle, it can be stated that this
set of questions are based on a false hypothesis, so they can badly mislead the per-
ception and judgement of effectiveness. If the activity aims to prevent accidents,
then the indices cannot be other than the number of accidents that were prevented.

Combined with other means of traffic control, road checks have major impor-
tance among traffic police activities. They aim at preventing accidents and securing
the flow of traffic. This dual purpose originates in the basic purpose of traffic, that
is, the need for locomotion. The prevention of road traffic accidents is served
by the revealing of burdens of the flow of traffic together with the preventing
and the counteracting the breaches of the law.

Police presence cannot be passive — it has to be an active presence and com-
prised of real activity. Naturally, the active counteracting action must be preceded
by an observing, analysing process, since this is the only way to initiate an effective
intervention.

The main missions of traffic control can be concluded as the following:

— supporting the constant flow of traffic;

— ensuring that the traffic rules are obeyed;

— revealing accidents and other breaches of the law, apprehending the con-

travener;

— education of traffic safety.
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Supporting the flow of traffic

The main purpose of traffic is locomotion. Participants of traffic have a basic
need for rapidness and safety of locomotion. As traffic volumes increase, there
is a growing need for traffic safety, as well as the smooth flow of traffic. The
traffic participants are keely aware of whether the traffic flow is smooth or stop-
start. Constant movement of the traffic means more than a perception of comfort
and a prevention of conflicts: it also has a economic impact. Stopping and restarting
the car repeatedly means a loss of time with more fuel consumption and a higher
level of pollution.

There is a wide range of equipment for the securing of the flow of traffic, but they
all require a police officer as an active helper to the traffic. Since traffic is a compli-
cated system, it is a common fact that the police officer cannot perceive the starting
cause of a traffic jam because it typically originates a significant physical distance
from him or her. It is also a basic statement that road conditions, mostly the capacity
of intersections, limits police actions.

Common police tasks in the support of the flow of traffic are counteracting
and removing the present burdens on the traffic which they can perceive, and if this
is not feasible, the guidance of traffic becomes needed. The most common bur-
dens are caused by the vehicles or the road conditions. Broken down vehicles can
become burdens on the road. In such cases, drivers must be commanded and even
helped to remove the vehicle from the road. It often happens in cases with property
damage that drivers cannot come to a solution, and they cause congestion while
they debate for a long time.

Ensuring that the traffic rules are obeyed

Traffic rules exist to support traffic safety. The aim of setting such rules is to
secure safety and maintain order. One of the most important traffic policing tasks
of the police is ensuring that the traffic rules are obeyed. Most unfortunately,
obedient behaviour of participants of traffic can only be achieved by condition-
ing the of fear of punishment in the drivers. Fear of punishment is only effective
if it theoretically eventuates in every case and becomes real, in practical reality,
as often as possible and needed.

This includes the premise that neither the police force nor a police officer should
neglect a single case of breaking the law. The implementation of a sanction follows
a police action in disobedient cases, outside police powers.

The perception of a case of a breach of the road rules is based on the police
officer’'s knowledge and competence in the representation and documentation
of the rules concerning the case?. The lack of such competences is the responsibil-
ity of the police officer’s leadership since the police is a hierarchical organisation.
This is the central point which organises a system of trainings and further trainings,
and control of enforcement.

2 If this condition is not met, it provides a justification for the breaker of the law to ques-
tion the police action’s rightfulness. This might easily lead to a citizen-police officer debate.
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Revealing accidents and other breaches
of the law, apprehending the contravener

The police has a mission to clarify the circumstances of the accident and to inves-
tigate the facts relating to it as soon and as possible and in as much detail as possible.
This activity is not included in traffic control, but the revealing of cases that break
the law is exemplary. Police patrol only conduct the procedure at an accident when
it is less severe than simple personal injury. When the accident causes more serious
injuries, specially trained accident forensics perform the investigation of the scene
with special equipment.

The mission of traffic control is not only beneficial in road traffic policing but
in external areas of policing too. It also helps in detecting criminals that used vehi-
cles for committing their crime or detecting the vehicles used by criminals and the
logistic issues connected to them.

Education of traffic safety

Road traffic control is part of the process of safe traffic education. Voluntary obe-
dience to the law can be favoured by well fulfilled control. Whenever the controlled
person appreciates the necessity of control together with the fact that break-
ing the law is dangerous for him or her and the other participants of the traffic,
and obeying the rules is for his or her own and others’ safety, the educating effect
of police road traffic control is efficient. For example, it is important to highlight
at a control action that a driver must have a driving license because those drivers
who are not trained to have a license are dangerous to others. Another case is where
the medical certificate of the driving license is not valid, since medical examination
helps drivers to take part in traffic in the best health condition, in order to preserve
their and other travelers’ safety. In both cases, drivers can be convinced of this.

All those actions that serve only to demonstrate power and not accident pre-
vention cause an opposite effect. This is well demonstrated by cases when e.g.
adriver is pulled over on a rural road at night far from a built-up area and the police
officer asks him or her to get out of the car and show all of his or her documents.
In the end, the driver is fined because he or she is not wearing a safety vest. Traffic
policing of the police, especially traffic control, has to be part of the educational
process in obedient traffic behaviour.

Guidance of traffic activity on roads is an important mission of the police. A police
officer has to follow the rules of road traffic. Participants of traffic are reluctant obey
rules that are not adhered to by the police officers themselves. It is also difficult
to select the person to be controlled from within a large group of law breakers.
The controlled one nearly always complains that he or she is the only one stopped
and not the others. In these cases of traffic control, the police officer needs several
skills: communication competence, professional knowledge, situational awareness
skills, and he or she has to act in a decisive manner. The natural condition of the situ-
ation is that the police officer needs to remain polite and dominate the situation.
The police officer can never be rough or violent without a reason — neither verbally
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nor physically. This is extremely demanding in a situation when the police offic-
ers’ competence is being questioned. The police officer has to reflect by his or her
appearance that he or she represents order. This is why his or her clothing and his
or her physical appearance has to be maintained in order to meet the expectations
of citizens all the time.

The application of the abovementioned theories and methods are likely to sup-
port the real effectiveness of police road traffic control.
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Streszczenie. Jednymznajwazniejszychzagadnien, ktdre naleZy poruszycjest bezpieczeristwo podrdzowania po drogach publicznych
zardwno na Wegrzech, jak i w Unii Europejskiej. Autorzy przeprowadzili sondaz w celu zbadania obecnego stanu bezpieczeristwa
w ruchu drogowym na Wegrzech. Przedmiotem ich zainteresowania sq dziatania podjete w zakresie bezpieczeristwa i kontroli ruchu
drogowego w minionych latach. Kierowcy pojazdéw uwazajq, Ze rozporzqdzenia dotyczqce ograniczenia predkosci i nadmiernej
predkoscijazdy sq mniejzasadne i akceptowalne. Bezwzgledne przekroczenie ograniczenia predkosci, znane rawniez jako nadmierna
predkos¢, znacznie zwieksza ryzyko wypadkdw, jak réwniez przyczynia sie do zwiekszenia ich dotkliwosci, na co wskazuje zardwno
wiekszos¢ z odniesionych w tych wypadkach urazow, jak i liczba ofiar Smiertelnych. Sposrod wykroczeri drogowych takich jak
nadmierna predkos¢, jazda po pijanemu i zastosowanie sie do biernych srodkéw bezpieczeristwa w ruchu drogowym, najwiekszym
problemem jest przekroczenie predkosci. Biorgc pod uwage liczbe Smiertelnych wypadkéw drogowych na Wegrzech, stato sie
oczywiste, ze liczba przypadkéw bezwzglednego przekroczenia predkosci znacznie wzrasta. Nadmierna predkos¢ odgrywa znaczgeq
role pod wzgledem stopnia dotkliwosci wypadku, szczegdlnie w przypadku niezabezpieczonych podrdznych, pieszych i rowerzystow.
Kontrola ruchu drogowego jest elementem wplywajgcym naswiadomos¢iedukacje w zakresie bezpiecznego podrdzowania. Policyjne
programy kontroli ruchu drogowego i zapobiegania wypadkom majq na celu zmniejszenie liczby ofiar wypadkéw drogowych.

Zusammenfassung. Eine der wichtigsten Fragen, die es zu kidiren gilt, ist die Sicherheit im dffentlichen Stralenverkehr sowohl
inUngarn als auch in der Europdischen Union. Die Autoren fiihrten eine Umfrage durch, um den aktuellen Stand der Verkehrssicherheit
in Ungarn zu untersuchen. Gegenstand ihres Interesses waren die MalSnahmen, die in den vergangenen Jahren auf dem Gebiet
der Verkehrssicherheit und der Verkehrssteuerung ergriffen wurden. Die Autofahrer halten die Regelungen zu Tempolimits und
Geschwindigkeitsiiberschreitungen fiir weniger legitim und akzeptabel. Absolute Geschwindigkeitsiiberschreitung, auch als
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Raser bezeichnet, erhdht sowohl das Unfallrisiko als auch die Schwere der Unfille erheblich, was sich sowohl an den meisten
erlittenen Verletzungen als auch an der Zahl der Todesopfer zeigt. Von den Verkehrsdelikten wie Geschwindigkeitsiibertretungen,
Alkohol am Steuer und passive SicherheitsmalSnahmen im StralSenverkehr ist die Geschwindigkeitsiibertretung das
grdlte Problem. Angesichts der Zahl der tddlichen Verkehrsunfille in Ungarn wird deutlich, dass die Zahl der absoluten
Geschwindigkeitsiiberschreitungen deutlich zunimmt. Eben die Geschwindigkeit spielt eine wesentliche Rolle fiir die Unfallschwere,
insbesondere bei ungesicherten Reisenden, FulSgdingern und Radfahrern. Die Verkehrssteuerung ist ein Element, das das Bewusstsein
und die Aufkldrung iiber sicheres Fahren beeinflusst. Die polizeilichen Verkehrsiiberwachungs- und Unfallverhiitungsprogramme
Zielen darauf ab, die Zahl der Verkehrsunfallopfer zu reduzieren.

Pe3tome. 00HUM U3 BaXHelilUX 80NPOCO8, KOMOpbILi npedcmoum paccmompems, A87Aemca 6e30nacHOCMb 0BUXeHUSA
Ha dopoeax 06lje20 nob308aKus, Kak 8 Bewepuu, mak u & Eeponetickom Coro3e. ABmopsl nposesu UCce008arue ¢ Yenbio
U3YYeHUS HbIHEWHe20 COCMOAHUSA e30nacHoCmu 00poxH020 08UXeHuUsA 8 Benepuu. [Tpedmemon ux uHmepeca A8/1KMmcs Mepb,
npuHAMbie 8 Noc1e0HUe 2001 8 06/1acmUu 00ecneyeHus 6e30nacHOCMU A0POXHO20 0BUXEHUS U KOKMPOIA 3 CO6NK0OeHUEM npa-
8L 00POXHO20 0BUXKEHUS. Booumenu mpaHcnopmHeix (pedcme cyumarm npasusa 02paHuYeHus U npesblLUeHus ckopocmu
MeHee JieUmUMHbIMU U npuemembimu. AGContomHoe npegbillieHue 02paHUYeHUS CKopocmu, M.H. npegbillieHue ckopocmu,
3HayumenbHo ysenuyusaem puck JT11, a makxe ux cepbe3Hocmb, 0 Yem caUOemenbCmeym Kak 6onbwoe Yucio mpasm
U no2ubuuux. 13 8cex HapyuieHuti npagusn 0opoxHo20 08UXKeHUS, MAKUX KAK NpesbiLeHLe CKopocmu, ynpasJieHue mpacnopm-
HbIM CPeOCMBOM 8 HeMPe38oM COCMOAHUU U NPMeHeHuUe Mep NAccusHol 6e30nacHoCMu Ha 0opoze, HaubombWyto npobremy
npedcmasngem uMeHHo npesbiLlieHue ckopocmu. Yyumeleas konuyecmao no2ubuiux 8 11 Ha dopozax & Bernepuu cmasno AcHo,
Ymo KouYecmao Ciyyaes npesbieHus Ckopocmu pesKo yeenuyusaemcs. Ckopocme uepaem 3HaYuMesnbHyo pob ¢ MoyKU
3peHus cepvesocmu J]TI1, 0cobeHHo 015 HedOCMAamOYHo 3aLYULLeHHbIX NACCAXUPOB, NeLexod0s U eenocuneducmos. Kowmporns
30 JOPOXHBIM D8UXEHUEM — MO 7eMeHm, 8UAIWUL Ha CO3HAMebHocMb U 06pasosaue & obnacmu GeonacHoeo
dsuxeHus. lMonuyedickue npozpammel no ynpassieHuto 00poXHsIM 08UXeHUEM U NPedynpexoeHUto 00POXHO-MPaHCNOPMHbIX
npoucwecmauLi HaNPaseHbl Ha CHUXKeHUe YUCIA Xepma 00POXHO-MPAaHCNOPMHbIX NPoUCLIecmaUL.
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