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I AM THEREFORE ASKING 
YOU TO STOP WORKING 
ON THE MUSEUM. 
STANISŁAW SANKOWSKI’S 
WAY TO ESTABLISHING  
A MUSEUM IN 
RADOMSKO
Tomasz Andrzej Nowak
Stanisław Sankowski Regional Museum in Radomsko

The idea to establish a museum in Radomsko appeared even 
before WW II, yet at that point only appeals were made with 
this goal in mind. Actually, the interwar period did not favour 
regional museums.1 The intentions were turned into action 
already after the war by Stanisław Sankowski (1909–93). Born 
in Brzeżany in Podolia, during WW I together with his fam-
ily he moved to Radomsko. It was there that he graduated 
from secondary school, and bonded his life for good with 
the city by starting a family and beginning his career as a his-
tory teacher.2 Having investigated the history of Radomsko 
for  several decades, he finally succeeded in establishing the 
Museum, which since 2008 has borne his name, and is cel-
ebrating its 50 years in 2020.

The Museum has been operating for 50 years, however be-
fore it was established Stanisław Sankowski had been making 
efforts for it to be launched for 25 years. Just these figures 
make one realize the precious work he did. The present pa-
per is to show what it took Sankowski to reach his goal, what 
challenges he faced, what sacrifice he had to bear, who put 
him in the stocks, and who helped him, sharing his passion. 
The beginnings of many regional museums are similar: a te-
acher and his or her students collecting exhibits, the school 

as the first home, and finally efforts to acquire a facility for 
the museum.3 This is exactly what happened in the case of 
Radomsko, although what is exceptional in this case is the 
fact that for some time Sankowski used his own flat for the 
Museum collection display. 

Several years later he said: I wanted the city to have its 
own museum. I knew a bit about its history, and it seemed 
to me that it was worth it. I also had the results of my re-
search, and I wanted to study them. Each day something new 
was added. The students brought in many things.4 It was as 
simple as that: he thought that the city deserved having its 
own museum. It can also be suspected that he followed yet 
another simple rule that forms grounds of many initiatives: 
if not me, then who? The destiny decided it would be him, 
so he was very active, searching for co-workers, encourag-
ing his family to make some sacrifice. However, his initiative 
had to wait for a propitious moment. And for small regional 
museums such a mo-ment arrived as late as in the 1960s and 
70s.5 Then the human passion took on some realistic shape, 
as the journalist P. Goszczyński put it.6  

The source for the present paper was found in the docu-
mentation as recorded by Stanisław Sankowski and his wife 
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Irena, the latter at one point having begun recording who 
was helping her husband in the work on the historic objects; 
she also made the list of visitors, as well as ran the Chronicle 
and the Visitor Book. Apart from these there were exhibit 
inventories and press articles. The materials are completed 
with rather scarce official correspondence (several letters 
written by Sankowski and replies to them). Today these doc-
uments are in the Museum’s collections.  The first to have 
used them was Beata Frankowska, granddaughter of the 
founder,  however the mentioned archival materials can be 
more thoroughly analysed and completed with additional 
sources (press records, oral testimonies). 

A regionalist activist from Radomsko
In the 1930s, the Radomsko Municipality commissioned 
Sankowski, at the time a student at the Jagiellonian 
University, to organize the city archives. It was there that he 
found a number of documents, such as the royal privileges 
for the city. Therefore, he picked the history of Radomsko 
as the topic of his Master’s thesis. Due to financial difficul-
ties, he was forced to interrupt his studies, and defended 
his Master’s degree only after WW II. Sankowski spent the 
years of the Nazi occupation as a German captive. After 
1945, he was member of the Polish Tourist and Sightseeing 
Society (PTTK), the Lodz Branch of the Polish Historical 
Society (PTH); furthermore, he was active in the historical 
section of the Society of General Knowledge in Radomsko 
and in the historical section of  the Society of Fighters for 
Freedom and Democracy (ZBOWiD).9 Commissioned the 
task by the Municipal Council (MRN) he wrote the chroni-
cle of Radomsko; besides he wrote the story of the local con-
vent and the fire brigade. In 1957, he prepared his Master’s 
thesis, written still before WW II, for publishing. As he re-
fused to accept the intervention of censorship into its text, 
the book was published only after his death. To this day it 
continues the only monograph on the history of Radomsko. 
In 2006, the first part of the collection of his historical pa-
pers was released.10

In February 1945, straight after his return from the POW 
camp, he declared to the authorities his readiness to work. 
First assigned a job with the Polish Radio broadcasting 
system, he soon became involved in establishing the net-
work of the secondary school system. He taught history 
and English in several schools at the same time. As soon as 
in 1945, he established a historical association at the First 
Secondary School and decided to include regional topics in 
his curriculum of history classes.11 

The first steps
On 1 December 1946, Sankowski made an Appeal of  
a Historian in the school ‘Nasz Świat’ periodical asking for 
respect for family and local mementoes. He repeated the 
appeal in the local daily in 1958. He also asked the readers 
to share with him information and documents related to 
the region.12 Displaying much professionalism in the action 
of collecting exhibits, he did not only ask for a wide interest 
in the past: he did not limit himself to history, appreciating 
also archaeological monuments and ethnography. He would 
show residents in the area what they should pay attention 

to in their locality, where history ‘was hiding’. He tried to 
convince people that with all contributing they could write 
the history of the Radomsko County.  

The Appeal of a Historian to collect heritage items, repea-
ted afterwards on every occasion, e.g. during the Radomsko 
Days in 1960, proved fruitful. Students of the First Secondary 
School began bringing documents, coins, photographs, cold 
steel, old lamps, scales, etc. to their teacher. The collection 
acquired in this manner was kept in a cabinet in one of the 
class-rooms. Three years into the collecting action conduc-
ted in 1958–60, the collection seemed really impressive, and 
an exhibition could be attempted.13 

In December 1960, the collection was for the first time 
shown to the public. The school became the venue for 
the exhibition titled ‘Our Contribution to the Celebration 
of 1.000 Years of the Polish State: Radomsko in the Past 
and Today’. There were sufficiently many exhibits to be 
divided into sections: archaeological (e.g. finds from the 
Lusatian Culture, a Roman coin from the 2nd c.), palaeo-
graphic (photos of the oldest parchments), sphragistics 
(Radomosko seals from 1762 to the Nazi occupation inclu-
sive), and photographs showing old Radomsko. Shortly af-
terwards the next exhibition called ‘The Beginnings of the 
Radomsko County Museum’ was mounted; at the same time 
the Exhibition commemorated the 100th anniversary of the 
January Uprising. All the way along there was a permanent 
cooperation between the teacher and his students. Their 
meetings were held in the Sankowskis’ flat, where the col-
lection objects were e.g. cleaned and conserved. In the fol-
lowing years the number of heritage items grew; someone 
offered an old cabinet to keep them in, most likely from  
a chemist’s. It was the students who continued bringing the 
exhibits, but Sankowski would acquire objects himself, too. 
Furthermore, the teacher Sankowski and his students ar-
chaeologically supervised earthworks. They all made work-
ers aware that there might be some potential finds in the 
ground, and this effort was effective.14 

The beginnings of the Museum were already in place, 
however, there were no conditions for keeping the collec-
tions. The Museum needed to be granted its own facility. On  
13 November 1963, Sankowski wrote a letter to both mu-
nicipal and county authorities asking to be assigned one. 
The answer to this request came only five years later. For the 
time being the Museum continued located in the school. It 
seemed most likely that together with the school’s move to 
a new building in the academic year 1964–65, the Museum 
would be allocated a new room there. Nonetheless, it did 
not happen. Therefore, it was planned that in the second-
floor hall two cabinets would be placed so as to create  
a substitute for a museum (3 x 4 m). The collection was to 
be exposed inside and a table was to be placed as a work-
shop for young historians. The cabinet back was to feature 
some history-dedicated pictures as well as a board for an-
nouncements of the Historians’ Circle. These ideas, how-
ever, were opposed by the history teacher Władysław Stec, 
Deputy Headmaster. The consensus reached was to place 
the cabi-nets in one of the classrooms. Such located col-
lection was not sufficiently protected and soon several sil-
ver exhibits were stolen. Nonetheless, Stec did not give in. 
On 9 December 1965, he addressed a handwritten note 
to Stankowski: Dear Colleague Stankowski, I am therefore 
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kindly asking you to stop working on the ‘museum’, since it 
cannot be placed there in such a form! You are running the 
risk of wasting your energy on unnecessary work.15 It is hard 
to decide what Stec’s motivations were to maintain such an 
uncompromising attitude. When talking to me, a student at 
the time suggested that the problem may have stemmed 
from Sankowski telling the truth of history on too many oc-
casions, while the Deputy Headmaster did not want to risk 
any potential problems for the school because of that. It can 
be supposed that the conflict was only between Sankowski 
and Stec, and not raised e.g. during a school board meet-
ing. Hence a handwritten instruction. On the other hand, it 
is maybe still likely that some materials casting some light 
on the issue will be found. Soon after that the collection was 
transferred to the Sankowskis’ flat at 4 Sienkiewicza Street.

‘Our baby’ at home
Unable to fit the amassed collections in his flat, Sankowski 
once again appealed to the authorities to have a facility for 
the Museum assigned. One can suspect that he used every 
opportunity to lobby for this institution whenever privately 
talking to decision-makers. In the summer of 1966, he heard 
that it could be located in the community centre being built 
at the time; he was to become the Museum’s curator. It is 
a nice location and a facility, we are hopeful that our baby, 
that is how we call the Museum, will not just see the day-
light, but will also become independent, wrote Irena in her 
Chronicle. Later on mention was also made of the facility of 

the former library, court, fire brigade.16  These were, how-
ever, but speculations, no official decision had been made. 

When the collections were in the school, it could be re-
garded as a school museum; after all, it was co-created by 
students. It could no longer be such after the collections 
had been transferred to a private flat: at that stage it could 
be treated as a private museum. Therefore, the decision 
was made to formalize its status. On 5 September 1966,  
a meeting of the Museum’s Friends Committee was held; its 
establishment was to facilitate the Museum’s foundation. 
The local Communist Party members declared their will to 
join the Committee. Jerzy Bałaziński was among the local de-
cision-makers who favoured the idea of the Museum. Final-
ly, the Committee was not established formally, or at least 
there are no documents testifying to its activity. Soon after-
wards the next step was taken. On 27 September 1966, dur-
ing he session of the Commune Council (GRN) and culture 
activities, in the presence of the Municipality and County 
authorities, young people from the First Secondary School 
together with their teacher ceremoniously, but symboli-
cally, donated the amassed collections to the residents of 
Radomsko. On 19 December, a letter was dispatched to the 
County Council (PRN) in which a suggestion was put forward 
that the idea of establishing the Museum and the effort to 
create it could honour the 1.000 years of the Polish State. 
The inventory of more than 1.000 exhibits collected over 
the 20 years of the work of Sankowski and his subsequent 
students was enclosed. After this act the Museum became 
the property of the city community. Support was provided 

1. Page with the Register of youth working for the Museum
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by Prof. Konrad Jażdżewski, Director of the Archaeological 
and Ethnographic Museum in Lodz, who promised to trans-
fer exhibits to the Museum provided it had at least four 
rooms (he had already supported the efforts to establish 
the Museum in 1962).17

The endeavours from late 1966 had a certain impact, 
however they were not as effective as hoped for. In January 
1967, the County authorities allocated 2.208 zlotys to cov-
er conservation costs. This was the first sum of money 
Sankowski received towards the Museum’s operation. Soon 
afterwards, however, it turned out that no space was availa-
ble to establish the Museum. Staś is not put off by the adver-
sities which actually seem to encourage him more strongly. 
He has decided to dedicate one of our rooms exclusively to 
serve as the Museum’s beginning, stripping it of all other 
objects, wrote Irena in the Chronicle. It was quite a sacri-
fice, since the Sankowskis were a big family with five sons. 

However, it soon turned out that the room was not 
enough, and the exhibits were found in other places around 
the flat as well (three display cabinets were available). Some 
of the exhibits were hung on the walls. By one of them the 
son Stanisław used to unfold his bed for the night. He recalls 
today how his parents warned him to move the bed away 
from the wall to avoid a sabre fall accidentally on his head 
at night. In 1983, Sankowski recalled that life under such 
circumstances was not easy, but since it had been their own 
choice, they put up with all the difficulties.18  

The decision to allocate one room to the Museum, and 
subsequently the next one, constituted a true caesura in 
the institution’s history. The Sankowskis’ private flat was not 
only the storage space for its collections, but also became 
its substitute. The objects collected there were studied, con-
served, and displayed. The whole family were involved in 
the Museum’s operations: Stanisław served as the guide 
to the visitors, Irena focused on the documentation, while 
the sons helped to prepare the displays (display cabinets, 
labels, photos). It was the flat owners who covered all the 
costs incurred. And young people continued to help. From 
August 1966 to May 1967, almost 100 students contributed. 
A detailed record of the individuals and the jobs done by 
them was run.19

Visitors to the Museum from all over Poland commemo-
rated their visits with entries into the Visitor Book. Among 
them there were e.g. the pre-WW II Mayor of Radomsko 
Lucjan Kwaśniewski, or Prof. Bohdan Baranowski who wrote 
as follows:  I am enraptured by the choice of the exhib-
its. Irena Sankowska kept the record of the visitors, writ-
ing down their names, occupation and address, date of the 
visit, with occasionally additional information. Between  
8 September 1966 and 8 October 1968, in total 1.054 people 
recorded their visit in the Visitor Book (the 500th individual 
was honoured with a bulletin containing a brief history of 
Radomsko). The Museum turned into a source of knowl-
edge; university students used the collections to write their 

2. Fragment of the visitors’ Register 
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Master’s theses. Sankowski sent the whole of the Museum’s 
documentation to a contest organized by PTTK titled ‘Across 
Ten Centuries of Poland’, for which the prize of 100.000 zlo-
tys allocated to the County Staff was awarded. 

The Museum goes to the Town Hall
The work of Sankowski and his students was appreciated 
by the local and regional media, and even the Polish Press 
Agency, PAP. The question of the lack of the Museum’s own 
facility finally reached Radio Free Europe.22 During the show 
there the participants regretted that such a useful institu-
tion did not have its own space. The fact may have trig-
gered the decision-making process for the Museum to finally 
find its own home. Fortunately, there was a happy end to 
this story, though it may have ended completely differently.  
A programme on the radio banned in Poland could have 
also speeded up the final blow to the Museum. Luckily, this 
was not the case. On 20 July 1968, Sankowski’s letter from 
1963 was responded to. He was in-formed that the Museum 
would be allocated two rooms in the Municipality building 
(former Town Hall from the mid-19th century), while he per-
sonally was being authorized to undertake all the actions 
necessary for setting it up. The patronage over the Museum 
was taken by the Society of the Friends of the Radomsko 
Region.23 

The Museum found a home for good at the former Town 
Hall dating from 1859. By 1975, it had taken over almost all 

the building. Not only did it have its home, but additionally 
the facility was historic. In the courtyard there was a jail 
building, dating from almost the same time as the Town Hall. 
In 1943, soldiers of the Home Army (AK) were recaptured 
from there, while in 1946, soldiers of the Clandestine Polish 
Army were liberated. As it turned out years later, it was the 
place of torture and a secret spot where the slaughtered 
fighters of the anti-Communist underground were buried. 

On 24 October 1968, the exhibits were first transported 
to their new home (among others, with the use of a horse-
carriage), which lasted until the end of the month. The ob-
jects were being deposited in candlelight, since the students 
of the local technical college had not finished the laying of 
electrical cables. Staś is taking off the walls the bayonets, 
short and long swords, as well as sabres, somewhat sad-
dened, thus expressing his attachment to those objects me-
ticulously collected with the young people, as can be read in 
the Chronicle. Over that period Sankowski worked extremely 
hard, beginning his day at four or five in the morning, and 
concluding it at 10 at night. He was busy preparing an ex-
hibition commemorating the anniversary of the liberation 
of the city from the Nazi occupation meant to launch the 
Museum at its new venue.24  

A modest ceremony of the Museum’s opening took place 
on 18 January 1969 at six in the evening, and was attend-
ed by the local Parliament deputies and representatives 
of the authorities, e.g. above-mentioned Jerzy Bałaziński 
of PRN who had supported the efforts to have the muse-
um established: around 40 individuals in total. Gratitude 
was expressed to the founder, who, in his turn, thanked 
his students. Following the ribbon cutting, the participants 
were asked to visit the museum Naturally, it was Stanisław 
who took everybody round. The first room featured the 
exhibition ‘WW II and Its Effects’, telling the story of the 
County residents fighting against the Nazis. Photographs of 
Radomsko devastated in September 1939 were displayed as 
well. The second room featured the ‘museum hodgepodge’: 
clocks, lamps, samovars, mortars and pestles, statutes,  
vases, archaeological objects, etc. On that day the Museum 
Chronicle was started (today available at the Radomsko 
Museum Historical Archive, Cat. No. 1159) with a detailed 
description of the opening ceremony. After the participants 
had signed the Visitor Book, the ceremony ended.25 

Shortly afterwards an exhibition displaying objects ac-
quired from the archaeological research at Silniczka and 
the display titled ‘Martyrology and the Armed Struggle of 
the Polish Nation against the Nazi Invaders in the Radomsko 
County’ were mounted. Articles were published on the 
Museum in the papers; there were more and more peo-
ple wishing to visit it. The valid rule for potential visitors 
was to always telephone Sankowski beforehand. He served 
as a voluntary custodian of the collection and director; at 
that stage no paid position had been foreseen. The newly-
established Museum welcomed pupils from local schools: 
in January 1969 alone, four classes came to visit; in the sub-
sequent months apart from school children, the collections 
were visited by teachers from the Lodz Voivodeship, archae-
ologists, monument conservators, a delegation of Soviet of-
ficers who had fought in 1945 around Radomsko (3 May 
1969), and radio broadcasters from the Polish Radio Warsaw 
(May 1970).26

3. Fragment of the Museum’s chronicle
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There were still legal acts needed to complete the foun-
dation of the Museum in Radomsko. The official authoriza-
tion was given on 1 July 1970. The Museum was to operate 
throughout the Radomsko and Pajęczno Counties. Initially, 
it had only two sections: one of Archaeology and History 
and the other of Ethnography and History of Art. Later it 
was divided into four main domains. The factual supervi-
sion over the Museum was provided by the Museum of 
Art in Lodz. Contrary to his expectations and to what had 
been promised, Sankowski did not become the Director 
of the Museum, having been offered merely a part-time 
job of a historian there which he declined, excusing him-
self with school-related responsibilities; already retired, 
he had a part-time job at school. The ethnographer Janina 
Kucharska-Pawłowska, became the Director and worked for 
the Museum until 1978.27

It was at this stage of the Museum’s story that direct 
contacts of Stanisław Sankowski with the Museum ceased. 
Almost a quarter of a century had passed from the 1946 
Appeal of a Historian to 1970. When Sankowski first  
started, he only had an idea. He was not an important de-
cision-maker who could decide to found a museum in the 
city, serving merely as a history teacher who, additionally, 
did not flow along with the political changes taking place in 
Poland after WW II. Without having any connections with 
the Communist Party, it was extremely hard for him to be 
successful. Despite all the adversities, however, he did not 
surrender. He succeeded in grouping around him subse-
quent generations of his school students, hooked on the 
idea of establishing a museum, whom he infected with his 
passion of a regional historian. It was through the collect-
ed exhibits that he showed his students and visitors view-
ing the collection the history of their city and the vicinity.  
It was his way of demonstrating that history was every-
where: in every home, in every family. History was old ap-
pliances, coins, banknotes, clothes, documents, photos. 
The first important effect of Sankowski’s activity was history 

education outside the classroom: to-date we can hear from 
those visiting the Museum that they used to be his students. 
The second effect was the interest archaeologists took in 
the Radomsko County. Finally, the most impressive effect 
of his passion was the Museum itself. Looking back it can 
be said that collecting and acquiring the exhibits was the 
easiest of the tasks; however, it proved far more difficult to 
find home for them and persuade decision-makers to take 
the essential formal steps. Thanks to his hard work, Stanisław 
Sankowski joined the group of the founders of regional mu-
seology active in the field from the turn of the 20th century.28  
Each historical period had its conditionings: initially, they 
were the realities of the partitions, half a century later they 
were the limitations resulting from the fact that Poland was 
within the so-called Eastern Bloc.  

In the Museum 1970 and 1971 were the time when sub-
sequent parts of the collections acquired from Stanisław 
Sankowski were studied and transferred to the new venue. 
They were archaeological materials, some hundred coins, 
old lamps, clocks, arms, fragments of clothing worn in the 
region. Not all the exhibits fit well with the profile of the 
new Museum, however a substantial majority were judged 
as valuable and appeals were made to the community to 
continue donating precious objects. In 1970, the Museum 
owned about 1.000 museum objects, in 1972, it boasted 
1.520, while in 1985, it had 9.500 of them.29 Among the 
most interesting exhibits in the collection there are still 
those acquired at the initial stage of the Museum’s creation, 

4. Stanisław Sankowski discussing an exhibit in his home museums  

5. Stanisław Sankowski at the desk in his home museum
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6. One of the rooms in the home museum 7. Stanisław Sankowski taking visitors round the exhibition

namely the 11th-century helmet and sword found by the 
student Jadwiga Smarzyńska at Silniczka.30  Furthermore, 
accidentally in the house of a deceased Communist Party ac-
tivist in Dąbrowa Zielona, the painting Susanna at Her Bath 
by Józef Simmler was discovered. The County authorities 
purchased it from the widow and donated it to the Muse-
um.31 In 1976–2004, the Museum also owned the Gallery 
of Polish Kings and Princes from the Kruszyn Palace. Before 
it was passed to the heirs of the Lubomirski Princes, the gal-
lery was often lent to museums all around Poland. 

What profile museum should it be?

Already in March 1969 the then history teacher and later 
professor Andrzej Zakrzewski was highly appreciative of the 
establishment of the Museum in the press. At the same time 
he pointed to the need that already then, at the onset of 
the institution’s history, the direction in which it would go 
should be conceived. In his letter he wrote that it could be 
a museum showing a bit of everything, the kind of the old-
Polish mishmash. He himself suggested, however, the fo-
cus on the furniture-making traditions of Radomsko.32 Soon 
further voices followed suit. The issue of regional museums 
was tackled in 1970 by the Scientific Council of the Lodz 
Voivodeship. In his address, the Voivodeship Conservator 
of Historic Monuments Mieczysław Pracuta pointed to the 
need of establishing several museums in the Voivodeship. 
Among others, he enumerated Radomsko. He was support-
ed by Prof. Bohdan Baranowski who suggested the establish-
ment of museums of a new type, connected with the devel-
opment of the material culture of a given region. According 
to Baranowski, Radomsko should be home to a cabinetmak-
ing museum, or possibly one in which such section would 
dominate. In this conception similar trade-focused museums 
could serve as centres of research into respective areas of 
investigation.33 

The things, however, did not develop in this manner, 
and the Museum did not work out its central area of in-
terest that would dominate the type of the collected and  
displayed exhibits. Definitely, in the 1970s and 80s, archae-
ology could be regarded as such. For finan-cial reasons, the 
plans for the Museum to specialize in female portrait could 
not be fulfilled. Furthermore, the intentions to take over the 
Prince Lubomirski Palace in Kruszyn as the Museum’s seat 
remained but an unaccomplished plan. The factual work was 
hampered by staff shortages. After the first Director of the 
Museum had left, there was no ethnographer on the staff 
(until only several years ago), and for over a decade there 
was no art historian. Neither was there a historian, while 
history was the dominant domain in this regional museum.  
In the days of Communist Poland the Museum, similarly 
as many other institutions, was forced to fulfil propaganda 
tasks. In the range of exhibitions, the Museum was obliged to 
include Communist topics, Soviet art, etc. As for history, the 
emphasis was put on the WW II merits of the People’s Army 

8. Fragment of the display prepared with the collections donated by S. San-
kowski at the new Museum’s seat; display cabinets featuring urns, flint hat-
chets, clay vessels found near Radomsko
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9. Fragment of ethnographic display: clothes and household utensils  

(AL). This changed with the transformation beginning in 1989. 
At that point the themes that came to the fore were the Katyn 
massacre, anti-Communist guerrilla, history of Solidarity. 
Following that period, the Museum turned towards promot-
ing culture within the local environment, becoming an ‘extra 
cultural centre’, as it was called in Radomsko. 

Today the Stanisław Sankowski Regional Museum in 

Radomsko is a classical multidepartment regional museum 
focused on Radomsko and its region in different aspects, 
both with the history and the present day in mind,35 also 
focusing on its art and nature. It also plays the role of a pe-
culiar archive,36 exactly as planned for by its instigator and 
creator Stanislaw Sankowski and formulated in his Appeal 
of a Historian. 

Abstract: In 2020, we are celebrating 50 years of the Stanisław 
Sankowski Museum in Radomsko, officially established on  
1 July 1970. However, it was already from 1946  that Stanisław 
Sankowski, a history teacher, had been collecting documents 
and exhibits related to the region among the students of the 
First Secondary School in Radomsko. He appealed for them to 
be collected in the school newsletter and in 1958 in the ‘Gazeta 
Radomszczańska’ paper. The appeal was successful, and the 
collections started to grow. At that point there was no men-
tion of a seat for the Museum, so initially, as approved by the 
school Headmaster, the Museum was housed in the school 
building. It seemed that it would find a home there for longer, 
particularly as the school was given a new building. When it 
turned out there was no separate room available for the ex-
hibition, the school hall was adapted for the Museum exhib-
its. This, however, was not to the liking of the school authori-
ties; the Deputy Headmaster, who, interestingly, happened to 
be a historian himself, forbid the works to be continued. For 

some time the Museum’s activity was suspended, yet finally  
S. Sankowski decided to move the collected exhibits to his own 
flat. Excursions, even from around the country, were invited 
to visit it. Meanwhile, S. Sankowski continuously tried to be 
allocated some facility where the Museum could be housed. 
The efforts were accelerated by the mention of the Radomsko 
Museum in a private flat in a programme on Radio Free Europe. 
Soon afterwards, the home for the Museum was found: initially, 
they were 3 rooms in the building of the town authorities, later 
the whole ground floor, while in the mid-1970s it was allocated 
almost the whole building of the former 1859 Town Hall. The 
Museum had enjoyed first successes even before the formal 
establishment; these were undoubtedly the finds that brought 
archaeologists to Radomsko and their subsequent discoveries. 
What needs to be appreciated, though, is first and foremost the 
educational effort of S. Sankowski and his promoting activities. 
Many years later, in 2008, the Radomsko Regional Museum was 
named after its instigator and creator.

Keywords: Stanisław Sankowski, Radomsko, regional museology, Silniczka, archaeological objects, Józef Simmler’s 
painting Susanna at Her Bath.



135www.muzealnictworocznik.com MUZEALNICTWO 61

museums and collections

Endnotes
1 W. Kołodziejski, O potrzebie powstania muzeum w naszym powiecie [On the Need to Create a Museum in Our County], ‘Gazeta Radomskowska’ 1931, No. 

22, pp. 2-3; J. Jaworski, Szanujmy zabytki kultury ludowej [Let Us Respect Heritage Objects of Folk Culture], ‘Niwa Czerwonokrzyska’ 1935, No.5, p. 13;  
F. Midura, Rozwój mu-zealnictwa w okresie czterdziestolecia PRL [Museology Developmen over Four Decades of Communist Poland], ‘Muzealnictwo’ 
1986, Vol. 30, p. 3.

2  T.A. Nowak, Sankowski Stanisław, in: Radomszczański Słownik Biograficzny [Radomsko Biographical Dictionary], Vol. I, G. Mieczyński (ed.), Radomsko 
2017, pp. 164-165.

3  T.M. Cieślak, Znaczenie muzeów regionalnych w krzewieniu historii i kultury regionalnej na przykładzie Muzeum Regionalnego w Bobolicach [Importance 
of Regional Museums in Promoting Regional History and Culture on the Example of the Bobolice Regional Museum], ‘Przegląd Geologiczny’ 2019, Vol. 
67, No. 8, p. 685.

4  R. Perczak, Długosz z Radomska [A Długosz from Radomsko], ‘Dziennik Łódzki’ 1983, No. 272, p. 4 (edition AB).
5  F. Midura, Rozwój muzealnictwa…, p. 6.
6  P. Goszczyński, Ludzka pasja przybiera realne kształty [Human Passion Is Taking on Realistic Shape], ‘Głos Robotniczy’ 1968, No. 257.
7  S. Sankowski, Regional Museum in Radomsko (thereafter MRR), Historical Archive (thereafter AH), Cat. No. 1159. 
8  B. Frankowska, Historia utworzenia muzeum regionalnego w Radomsku [The Story of Creating the Regional Museum in Radomsko], Radomsko 2008, p. 7.
9  Z. Konicki, Patriota radomszczański [Radomsko Patriot], ‘Dziennik Łódzki’ 1967, No. 3 (edition AB); T.A. Nowak, Sankowski Stanisław…, pp. 164-165.
10 S. Sankowski, Z dziejów miasta Radomska (do 1939 roku) [From the History of the City of Radomsko (until 1939)], Radomsko 1995; Idem, Prace histo-

ryczne [Historical Works], T.A. Nowak (prepared for publication), Vol. I, Radomsko 2016. 
11 H. Szubert, Radomszczański nauczyciel-społecznik, regionalista [A Radomsko Teacher-Social Activist and Regional Activist], ‘Głos Robotniczy’ 1970, No. 

275, p. 6; B. Frankowska, Historia utworzenia…, p. 7.
12 MRR, AH, Cat. No. 1159, Apel historyka [Appeal of a Historian], ‘Nasz Świat. Czasopismo Uczniowskie II Państwowego Gimnazjum i Liceum w Radomsku’ 

1946, No. 1; S. Sankowski, Apel historyka, ‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’ 1958, No. 40, p. 6; B. Frankowska, Ibid., pp. 9, 11.
13 Dni naszych ambicji [The Days of Our Ambitions], ‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’ 1960, No. 26, p. 1.
14 B. Frankowska, Historia utworzenia…, pp. 12, 18, 27-28. 
15 Ibid., pp. 18-20, 37-40.
16 MRR, AH, Cat. No. 1159, Irena Sankowska [unsigned], Kronika muzeum miasta Radomska od dnia 12 sierpnia 1966 r. [The Chronicle of the Museum 

of the City of Radomsko as of 12 August 1966] (thereafter Chronicle); Z. Konicki, Patriota radomszczański…; Eksponaty pilnie poszukiwane [Exhibits 
Urgently Wanted], ‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’ 1967, No. 26, p. 1. 

17 MRR, AH, Cat. No.1159, Kronika; Eksponaty pilnie…, s. 1; Z. Konicki, Patriota radomszczański…; B. Frankowska, Historia utworzenia…, pp. 40-43.
18 R. Perczak, Długosz z Radomska…, p. 4. 
19 MRR, AH, Cat. No. 1159, Chronicle; Księga inwentarzowa zaczątków Muzeum Radomska i powiatu założonego przez mgr. Stanisława Sankowskiego wraz  

z młodzieżą I Lic. O. w Radomsku, wrzesień 1966, Zaczątek Muzeum Miasta Radomska [Inventory Book of the Beginnings of Museum of Radomsko and 
the County Founded by Stanisław Sankowski, MA, Together with the Students of the First Secondary School in Radomsko, September 1966, Beginnings 
of the Museum of the City of Radomsko]; B. Frankowska, Historia utworzenia…, pp. 40-43, 51, 56-60, 66-72.

20 MRR, AH, Cat. No. 1159, Register of visitors to the beginnings of the Museum of Radomsko and the County, remarks of those visiting the Museum’s 
beginnings at its initial stage 8 Sept 1966–7 Dec 1968. – Visitor Book of the beginnings of the Museum of Radomsko and the County; Chronicle; Muzeum 
w… mieszkaniu [A Museum in… a Flat], ‘Panorama Dziennika Łódzkiego’ 1966, No. 139 (edition AB).

21 ‘Biuletyn Informacyjny PTTK’ 1967, Nos. 99-101, p. 11.
22 B. Frankowska, Historia utworzenia…, pp. 61-5. 
23 MRR, AH, Cat. No. 1159, PRN letters dated 20 and 25 July 1968, P. Goszczyński, Ludzka pasja…
24 MRR, AH, Cat. No. 1159, Chronicle; B. Frankowska, Historia utworzenia…, pp. 43-45.
25 MRR, AH, Cat. No. 1159, Ibid.
26 Ibid.
27 MRR, Institution’s Archive (thereafter AZ), Cat. No. 1/7, pp. 1, 7, 9, Cat. No. 1/8, p. 12.
28 A. Tołysz, Projekt: muzeum. Koncepcja polskich instytucji pamięci na przełomie XIX i XX wieku [Project: a Museum. Concept of Polish Memory Institutions 

at the Turn of the 20th Century], in: Muzeum a pamięć – forma, produkcja, miejsce [Museum versus Memory: Form, Production, Place], T.F. de Rosset,  
E. Bednarz Doiczmanowa, A. Tołysz (ed.), Warszawa 2018, pp. 46-59.

29 MRR, AZ, Cat. No. 1/7, pp. 10-11, 39, 72, Cat. No. 1/9, p. 50; AH, Cat. No. 1159, Hand-Over Reports of Stanisław Sankowski, MA; Muzeum na kolejnym 
etapie [Museum at Its Next Stage], ‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’ 1971, No. 3, p. 2; R. Perczak, Długosz z Radomska…, p. 4.

30 Broń sprzed tysiąca lat [Weapons from a Thousand Years Ago], ‘Głos Robotniczy’ 1968, No. 284; H. Szubert, Miecz z końca X stulecia [A Sword from the 
Late 10th Century], ‘Głos Robotniczy’ 1969, No. 129, No. 149; Silniczka wielką nadzieją archeologów [Silniczka: a Great Hope of Archaeologists], ‘Głos 
Robotniczy’ 1970, No. 126.

31 M. Jagoszewski, „Zuzanna w kąpieli” odnaleziona w wiejskiej chacie [‘Susanna at Her Bath’ Found in a Peasant Cottage], ‘Dziennik Łódzki’ 1967, No. 
178, p. 6 (edition AB); Dalsze losy „Zuzanny w kąpieli” [Future Fate of ‘Susanna at Her Bath’], ‘Dziennik Łódzki’ 1968, Nos. 7/8 (edition AB); Cenny dar 
dla muzeum [A Precious Gift for the Museum’], ‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’ 1967, No. 44, p. 1.

32 Muzeum… i co dalej? [Museum… And What Next?], ‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’1969, No. 9, p. 3.
33 Z. Szprokoff, Przyszłość muzeów regionalnych [The Future of Regional Museums], ‘Głos Robotniczy’ 1970, No. 173. 
34 J. Kisson-Jaszczyński, Skarbiec w ratuszu [Treasury in the Town Hall], ‘Tygodnik Piotrkowski’ 1985, No. 44, p. 4.
35 D. Kasprzyk, Muzeum regionalne w zmieniającej się Europie – potencjał i oczekiwania [Regional Museums in Changing Europe: Potential and Expecta-

tions], ‘Rocznik Towarzystwa Naukowego Płockiego’ 2016, No. 8, pp. 37-8. 
36 M.F. Woźniak, Muzeum-pamięć-miejsce pamięci [Museum – Memory – Place of Memory], in: Muzeum a pamięć…, p. 23.



136 MUZEALNICTWO 61

Bibliography
S. Sankowski Regional Museum in Radomsko, Historical Archive Cat. No. 1159; Institution’s Archive, Cat. Nos. 1/7.
‘Dziennik Łódzki’ 1968, Nos. 7/8.
‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’1958, No. 40; 1960, No. 26; 1967, Nos. 26, 44, 48; 1970, No. 27;1971, No. 3.
‘Głos Robotniczy’ 1968, No. 284; 1969, Nos. 129, 149; 1970, Nos. 126, 142, 275.

Studies
Cielecki R., Tajemniczy obraz [A Mysterious Painting’], ‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’ 1970, No. 27.
Cieślak T. M., Znaczenie muzeów regionalnych w krzewieniu historii i kultury regionalnej na przykładzie Mu-zeum Regionalnego w Bobolicach [Importance of Regional 
Museums in Promoting Regional History and Cultu-re on the Example of the Bobolice Regional Museum], ‘Przegląd Geologiczny’ 2019, Vol. 67, No. 8.
Frankowska B., Historia utworzenia muzeum regionalnego w Radomsku [The Story of Creating the Regional Museum in Radomsko], Radomsko 2008.
Goszczyński P., Ludzka pasja przybiera realne kształty [Human Passion Is Taking on Realistic Shape], ‘Glos Robotniczy’ 1968, No. 257.
Jagoszewski M., „Zuzanna w kąpieli” odnaleziona w wiejskiej chacie [‘Susanna at Her Bath’ Found in a Peasant Cottage], ‘Dziennik Łódzki’ 1967, No. 178.
Jaworski J., Szanujmy zabytki kultury ludowej [Let Us Respect the Heritage Objects of Folk Culture], ‘Niwa Czerwonokrzyska’ 1935, No. 5.
Kasprzyk D., Muzeum regionalne w zmieniającej się Europie – potencjał i oczekiwania [Regional Museums in Changing Europe: Potential and Expectations], ‘Rocznik 
Towarzystwa Naukowego Płockiego’ 2016, No. 8.
Kisson-Jaszczyński J., Skarbiec w ratuszu [Treasury in the Town Hall], ‘Tygodnik Piotrkowski’ 1985, No. 44.
Kołodziejski W., O potrzebie powstania muzeum w naszym powiecie [On the Need to Create a Museum in Our County], ‘Gazeta Radomskowska’ 1931, No. 22.
Konicki Z., Patriota radomszczański [Radomsko Patriot], ‘Dziennik Łódzki’ 1967, No. 3.
Midura F., Rozwój muzealnictwa w okresie czterdziestolecia PRL [Museology Developmen over Four Decades of Communist Poland], ‘Muzealnictwo’ 1986, Vol. 30.
Nowak T.A., Sankowski Stanisław, in: Radomszczański Słownik Biograficzny [Radomsko Biographical Dictionary], Vol. I, Grzegorz Mieczyński (ed.), Radomsko 2017.
Perczak R., Długosz z Radomska [A Długosz from Radomsko], ‘Dziennik Łódzki’ 1983, No. 272.
Sankowski S., Apel historyka [Appeal of a Historian], ‘Nasz Świat. Czasopismo Uczniowskie II Państwowego Gimnazjum i Liceum w Radomsku’, 1946, No. 1.
Sankowski S., Apel historyka [Appeal of a Historian], ‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’ 1958, No. 40.
Sankowski S., Prace historyczne [Historical Works], T.A. Nowak (prepared for publication), Vol. I, Radomsko 2016.
Szprokoff Z., Przyszłość muzeów regionalnych [The Future of Regional Museums], ‘Głos Robotniczy’ 1970, No. 173.
Szubert H., Miecz z końca X stulecia [A Sword from the Late 10th Century], ‘Głos Robotniczy’ 1969, No. 129.
Szubert H., Radomszczański nauczyciel-społecznik, regionalista [A Radomsko Teacher-Social Activist and Regional Activist], ‘Głos Robotniczy’ 1970, No. 275. 
Tołysz A., Projekt: muzeum. Koncepcja polskich instytucji pamięci na przełomie XIX i XX wieku [Project: a Museum. Concept of Polish Memory Institu-
tions at the Turn of the 20th Century], in: Muzeum a pamięć – forma, produkcja, miejsce [Museum versus Memory: Form, Production, Place], T.F. de Rosset,  
E. Bednarz Doicz-manowa, A. Tołysz (ed.), Warszawa 2018.
Woźniak M.F., Muzeum-pamięć-miejsce pamięci [Museum – Memory – Place of Memory], in: Muzeum a pamięć – forma, produkcja, miejsce [Museum versus Memory: 
Form, Production, Place], T.F. de Rosset, E. Bednarz Doiczmanowa, A. Tołysz (ed.), Warszawa 2018.
Zakrzewski A., Muzeum… i co dalej? Museum… And What Next?], ‘Gazeta Radomszczańska’ 1969, No. 9.

Tomasz Andrzej Nowak, PhD

Historian; (since 2009) at the S. Sankowski Regional Museum in Radomsko, (2014–2016) acting Director/Director of the Museum; 
(since 2007) President of the Polish Historical Society, Radomsko Branch; member: (since 2016) of the Wieluń Scientific Society, 
(Board member since 2012) of the Częstochowa Scientific Society; editor of ‘Zeszyty Radomszczańskie’ and ‘Bulletin of the S. 
Sankowski Regional Museum in Radomsko’; e-mail: kraszew66@wp.pl

Word count: 5 315; Tables: –; Figures: 9; References: 36
Received: 034.2020; Reviewed: 05.2020; Accepted: 05.2020; Published: 06.2020
DOI: 10.5604/01.3001.0014.2640
Copyright ©: 2020 National Institute for Museums and Public Collections. Published by Index Copernicus Sp. z o.o.  
All rights reserved. 
Competing interests: Authors have declared that no competing interest exits.
Cite this article as: Nowak T.A.; UPRZEJMIE PROSZĘ NIE KONTYNUOWAĆ PRAC PRZY MUZEUM. DROGA STANISŁAWA 
SANKOWSKIEGO DO UTWORZENIA MUZEUM W RADOMSKU. Muz., 2020(61): 127-136
Table of contents 2017: https://muzealnictworocznik.com/issue/12766 


