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Abstract: 

Terrorism has been in existence from time immemorial and has become a global phenomenon 

that needed the concerted effort of all countries for the menace to be eradicated. Terrorism has 

also been evident in the African continent, especially in Nigeria where the act of terrorism is at 

its climax and has led to the heavy displacement of citizens in Nigeria. Despite the terrorism 

prevention act promulgated by the parliament in 2011, and amended in 2013, the acts of terror-

ism still persist in Nigeria. It is against this backdrop that this study examined the impact of 

terrorism on the indigenes of Adamawa State, also examined the causes of terrorism, and the 

strategies that have been helpful in combating terrorism and the endemic human displacement 

ravaging Adamawa State. This study adopted the hybrid methods, that is, the combination of 

both primary and the secondary source of data collection as interviews and focus group discus-
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sion (FGD) are adopted as a tool for data collection, while other data are retrieved from ready-

made works of scholars. This study after the field survey, realized that the terrorism in Adamawa 

State has had a great negative impact on the citizens of Adamawa State, many indigenes have 

been killed and thousands displaced. The study finds out that the causes of terrorism in Adamawa 

State are illiteracy and poverty, and that the strategies that have been helpful in containing the 

crisis are counter-terrorism and the establishment of IDP camps across the country where IDPs 

from Adamawa State are catered for. This study, therefore, recommends that the government of 

Nigeria should endeavor to give the basic needs of lives especially education and massive em-

ployment and strategize a way of economically reviving the victims of terror attacks and those 

displaced in Adamawa State. This study also recommends that the military should be strength-

ened by sending them abroad regularly for specialist training, in order for them to be able to 

effectively tackle terrorism and tackle the menace of the proliferation of small arms and light 

weapons in Nigeria. 

Keywords: Terrorism, internal displacement, internally displaced persons IDP, National secu-

rity, IDP Camp, insurgency 

 

Streszczenie: 

Terroryzm istnieje od niepamiętnych czasów, stał się globalnym zjawiskiem, w celu wyelimi-

nowania go wymagany jest  skoordynowany wysiłek całego kraju. Terroryzm jest również wi-

doczny na kontynencie afrykańskim, szczególnie w Nigerii, terroryzm jest tam u szczytu, i do-

prowadził do znacznego przesiedlenia obywateli Nigerii. Pomimo ustawy o zapobieganiu terro-

ryzmowi ogłoszonej przez parlament w 2011 r. i zmienionej w 2013 r., akty terroryzmu nadal 

występują w Nigerii. Na tym tle w niniejszym artykule zbadano wpływ terroryzmu na rdzennych 

mieszkańców stanu Adamawa, zbadano również przyczyny terroryzmu i strategie, które były 

pomocne w zwalczaniu terroryzmu i endemicznego przesiedlenia ludzi, pustoszącego państwo 

Adamawa. W badaniu przyjęto metody hybrydowe, czyli połączenie pierwotnego i wtórnego 

źródła gromadzenia danych, wywiady i dyskusje grupowe (FGD) - stosowane jako narzędzie do 

gromadzenia danych, podczas gdy inne dane są pobierane z przeprowadzonych analiz źródło-

wych. Analiza, po przeprowadzeniu badań terenowych wykazała, że terroryzm w stanie Ada-

mawa wywarł wielki negatywny wpływ na obywateli, wielu rdzennych mieszkańców zostało 

zabitych, a tysiące wysiedlonych. Badanie wykazało, że przyczynami terroryzmu w stanie Ad-

amawa są analfabetyzm i bieda oraz, że strategiami, które mogą być pomocne w powstrzymaniu 

kryzysu, są przeciwdziałanie terroryzmowi i zakładanie obozów dla osób wewnętrznie przesie-

dlonych w całym kraju. Zalecenia wynikające z przeprowadzonego badania są następujące: rząd 

Nigerii powinien starać się zapewnić podstawowe potrzeby życiowe, w szczególności edukację 

i zatrudnienie, oraz opracować strategię ekonomicznego ożywienia ofiar ataków terrorystycz-

nych i osób przesiedlonych w stanie Adamawa. W badaniu tym zaleca się również wzmocnienie 
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wojska poprzez regularne wysyłanie go za granicę na specjalistyczne szkolenia, w celu skutecz-

nego zwalczania terroryzmu. 

Słowa kluczowe: Terroryzm, wysiedlenie wewnętrzne, przesiedleńcy wewnętrzni IDP, bezpie-

czeństwo narodowe, obóz IDP, rebelia  

 

Statement of the problem in general outlook and its connection with important 

scientific and practical tasks. 

Terrorism is an aged long phenomenon that has been variously ‘used by both govern-

ment and opposition in achieving many divergent ends’. It has become a deadly global 

phenomenon ravaging the world at large and needed the concerted effort and collabo-

ration of the whole country for the menace to be eradicated. Thus, a ‘group might see 

itself as a freedom fighter, while it is perceived as a terror group by the government or 

people who are at the receiving end. In the Western part of the world for example, 

while some perceived Osama Binladen to be criminal that must be brought to justice, 

however, in countries such as Somalia, Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania and other areas where 

its network was operational, he was seen as a hero in the fight against Western oppres-

sion’ (cited in Korie, 2008). 

According to Plato (380 BCE) “what is just and what is unjust depends on the influence 

it commands on the society”, so it has been with terrorism. Machiavelli (1532) also 

argued that: the end justifies the means and that political actors could employ any in-

strument at their disposal including cruelty to achieve the desired goals. Yasir Arafat, 

chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), in an address at United Na-

tions explained that “whatever stands by a just course cannot possibly be called terror-

ism" (cited in Yonah, 1976). Even though there should be no justified reasons for en-

gaging in the act of terror, terrorism has now become a global phenomenon that in the 

time past a respected and highly placed Vatican officials, cardinal Renato Martino con-

cluded that terrorism is the 4th world war, the 3rd world war is the cold war that ended 

with the demise of the former soviet union. Cardinal Martino who served as Pope John 

Paul’s ambassadors to the United Nations and later the head of Vatican’s council for 

justice and peace submitted thus; “we have entered the fourth world war, I believe we 

are in the midst of another world war and it involves absolutely everyone because we 

don’t know what will happen when we leave a hotel, when we get on a bus, when we 

go into a coffee bar, war itself sitting down right next to each and every one of us” 

(cited in Uche,2011, p, 3). 
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The statement above signifies how endemic and precautions terrorism has become and 

its effect on the world at large, with no nation immune from the act and effect of ter-

rorism. Terrorism has also challenged the assumption that no nation could guarantee 

the absolute security of its citizens without collaborating with the larger international 

community in achieving that (Uche 2011). The clear examples of the fact that no nation 

is immune from the act of terrorism is the September 11th 2001 attack on the United 

State of America, one that was traceable to ‘19 militants associated with the Islamic 

extremist group Al-Qaeda who hijacked four airlines and carried out suicide attacks 

against the target in the United States’. It was reported that two of the planes were 

flown into the towers of the world trade centers in New York City, the third plane into 

the Pentagon just outside Washington DC, and the fourth plane which was reported it 

crashed in a field in Pennsylvania, which is often referred to as 9/11(cited in Hoffman 

2002). ‘The attacks resulted in extreme and massive death and destruction, triggering 

major US initiatives to combat terrorism, as it was reported that over 3000 people were 

killed including more than 400 police officers and firefighters’ (Hoffman, 2002). 

Terrorism and insurgency have also been evident in African countries, such as Sudan, 

Tunisia, Kenya, Tanzania, Morocco and Nigeria. However, with reference to Nigeria, 

the phenomenon have found expression in the emergence of the Niger Delta Militancy 

group such as the Niger Delta Youth Congress(NDYC), the Niger Delta peoples vol-

unteer force(NDPUF) and the Ijaw Youth Council(IYC) which their deadly activities 

of kidnapping and bombing along the creeks of the South-South part of Nigeria has to 

wreak immense havoc especially in towns such as Buguwa, Degema, Tombia, Okirika, 

Nembe etc where majority of the household have deserted the area because of the fear 

of ethnic militias (Uche, 2011). 

The most deadly act of terrorism which was championed by the Islamic sect Boko 

Haram especially in States such as Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa, where their deadly 

activities have claimed many lives and properties and force many citizens of the North-

east to be internally displaced. Since its advent, the activities of Boko Haram have 

wreaked immense havoc in Adamawa State and another part of the country, especially 

by using explosives and firearms with gruesome fatal consequences (Awake 2016). 

The alarming level of this attack in Adamawa State has led to the displacement of the 

citizenry. The act of human displacement in Adamawa State has become a great issue 

of discussions, as the conflict in Adamawa State provoked by Boko Haram have re-

sorted to widespread displacement, violation of international humanitarian and human 
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right laws, hence deepening humanitarian crisis. Since the start of the conflict in 2009, 

“more than 20,000 people have been killed, thousands of women and girls abducted 

and children drafted as so-called suicide bombers into the insurgency. Almost 2.1 mil-

lion people fled their homes at the height of the conflict, 1.9 million of whom are in-

ternally displaced" (Ocha, 2016). 

In the three most affected states of Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa, it was reported that 

almost 7 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, more than 50 percent 

of whom are children (IRIN) 2014:14). It is a fact that in newly assembled areas, vul-

nerable host population is in critical need of humanitarian intervention including food, 

water, sanitation, protection, education, shelter and health services. The humanitarian 

situation in Adamawa State prior to 2017 was further deteriorated due to the lack of 

access by various humanitarian agencies to access the remote areas where the displaced 

people are. It was due to the indiscriminate violence, that it was difficult for most hu-

manitarian agencies to respond to the needs of the internally displaced persons within 

those rural areas, making thousands of internally displaced persons with little access 

to food, clean water or health care in Adamawa State (IRIN,2014:14). It is against this 

backdrop that this study examined the causes of terrorism and the impact of terrorism 

on the indigenes of Adamawa State and examined the strategies that have been helpful 

in containing terrorism and human displacement in Adamawa State. This study prof-

fers sustainable solutions to the human displacement ravaging Adamawa State and fi-

nally developed measures in nipping the menace of Boko Haram in the bud.  

 

Aims of paper. Methods. 

Terrorism has become a global phenomenon ravaging countries of the world. In the 

case of Nigeria, the phenomenon has found expression in the emergence of the Niger 

Delta Militancy groups in which their deadly activities in the South-South part of Ni-

geria have led to an endemic humanitarian crisis. With no less strategic circumstances 

is the act of terror by the Islamic sect Boko Haram especially in Adamawa State in 

which their deadly activities of bombing, abduction, kidnapping and daily sporadic 

gunfire on the citizenry have claimed many lives and forced many citizens to be inter-

nally displaced. 

Some of the displaced citizens are now taking refuge with friends and families in the 

neighboring state while others are in the IDP camps where they have limited access to 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://ijols.com/resources/html/article/details?id=197241
https://ijols.com/resources/html/article/details?id=197241


International Journal of Legal Studies    № 2(6)2019  ISSN 2543-7097 

 

 

 

ISSN 2543-7097 / E-ISSN 2544-9478   

© 2019 /Published by: Międzynarodowy Instytut Innowacji Nauka-Edukacja-Rozwój w Warszawie, Polska 

 This is an open access article 
under the CC BY-NC license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/) 

Oladimeji O.S., Nghozi M.T., (2019). TERRORISM AND HUMAN DISPLACEMENT: AN IMPACT  

ASSESSMENT OF ADAMAWA STATE INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS HOSTED  

IN DURUMI IDP CAMP, ABUJA; 
International Journal of Legal Studies, 2(6)2019: 263 - 299 

DOI: 10.5604/01.3001.0013.7420 
 

268 

the basic needs of lives. The social and economic freedom of the indigenes of Ada-

mawa State has been jeopardized as citizens are not able to go on their daily businesses 

especially the farmers, which have resorted to famine and hunger in the land. Schools 

and teachers had been left under attacks as many schools have also been closed down, 

and this has affected the academic lives of the children of Adamawa State. Foreign 

direct investors do not want to come to invest in Adamawa State, as some foreign 

investors like the Mobil and Unilever had even relocated their head offices to other 

countries like Ghana and the tourism industries in Adamawa State have been badly 

affected. All the aforementioned have led to high rates of unemployment and endemic 

poverty, as the effort of the government in containing the crisis has only yielded a little 

positive result, and as attacks are carried out almost on a daily basis, the human dis-

placement situation in Adamawa State become more intense. 

It is on this basis that this study examined the causes of terrorism, the impact of terror-

ism on the indigenes of Adamawa State, and examines the strategies that have been 

helpful in containing terrorism and human displacement in Adamawa State. 

Research questions 

The research questions for this study are: 

• What are the causes of terrorism in Adamawa State 

• What is the impact of terrorism on the indigenes of Adamawa State 

• What strategies have been helpful in combating terrorism and human displacement 

in Adamawa State? 

Objectives of the study 

The objectives of this study are: 

• To examine the causes of terrorism in Adamawa State 

• To examine the impact of terrorism on the indigenes of Adamawa State 

• To examine the strategies that have been helpful in containing terrorism and human 

displacement in Adamawa State. 

The research assumptions 

In order to answer the research questions above, this study thrives on the following 

assumptions. 

• Poverty and illiteracy are the major causes of terrorism in Adamawa State 

• Terrorism in Adamawa State has a negative impact on the indigenes of Adamawa 

State 
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• Counter-terrorism and the establishment of IDP camps all over the country are the 

strategies that have been helpful in containing terrorism and human displacement 

in Adamawa State. 

Significance of the study 

Significance of the study in any research work shows the importance of the research 

either to the government, the students, the policymaker and how it could be used as a 

panacea to specific problem-solving. However, this research work has the potency to 

provide government policymakers with factual information as regards terrorism with 

a view to guide them in policy formulation. 

The findings from this study educate the private organizations, NGOs, researchers and 

security agencies on the strategies employed by the government and NGOs in tackling 

the act of terrorism and the human displacement ravaging Adamawa State. This strat-

egy has been the joint military effort, increase in security budgets and the contributions 

of NEMA and NGOs in the enhancement of livelihoods in the public and private es-

tablished IDP camps in Nigeria. 

This study will also serve as a resource base to other scholars and researchers interested 

in carrying out further or similar research in this field subsequently. 

Scope of the study 

This study titled terrorism and human displacement in Adamawa State, investigate the 

activities of terrorism by the Islamic sect Boko Haram and its impact on the indigenes 

of Adamawa State. The study is designed to carry out its fieldwork at the Durumi 1DP 

camp in Abuja, where IDPs from Adamawa State are catered for. The study also lays 

emphasis on the perceptions of different scholars on terrorism and human displacement 

in Adamawa State and finally examines the strategies that have been used by the gov-

ernment agency and NGOs in containing the crisis.  

 

Analysis of latest research where the solution of the problem was initiated. 

Conceptual clarification.  

The concept of terrorism 

The words terrorism, human displacement, and National security is a universal concept 

that has no universally acceptable submissions, submissions depend on the perceptions 

of each scholar. In view of this, let us consider the positions of some scholars on the 

meaning of terrorisms, human displacement and National security. 
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Schimd (2015) submits that “terrorism as an anxiety inspiring method of repeated vi-

olent action, employed by (Semi) Clandestine individual, group or state actors, for id-

iosyncratic, criminal or political reasons, whereby in contrast to assassination the direct 

target of violence are not the main targets, the immediate human victims of violence 

are not the main targets, the immediate human victims of violence are generally chosen 

randomly(target of opportunity) or selectively (representative or symbolic targets) 

from a target population, and serves as message generators. He went further that threat 

and violence based communication process between terrorist (organization), (imper-

iled) victims, and the main target is used to manipulate the main target (audience), 

turning it into a target of terror, a target of demand, or a target of attention depending 

on whether intimidation, coercion, or propaganda is primarily sought”. 

Russell, D. Reid, L and Natasha, E. (2009) submit that “terrorism in the most widely 

acceptable contemporary usage of the term fundamentally and inherently political. It 

is also ineluctable about power, the pursuit of power, the acquisition of power and the 

use of power to achieve political change. Terrorism is thus: violence or equally im-

portant, the threat of violence used and directed in pursuit of, or in service of a political 

aim”. 

Walter and Todd (2012) argued that “terrorism is the premeditated use of threat of 

violence by individuals or sub-National groups to obtain a political or social objective 

through the intimidation of a large audience beyond that of the immediate victims. 

Two essential ingredients characterize any modern explanation of terrorism. The pres-

ence of threat or violence and a political/social motive. Without violence or its threat, 

a terrorist cannot get a political decision-maker to respond to their demands. 

Moreover, in the absence of political social motive, a violent act is a crime rather than 

an act of terrorism. Terrorism broadens their audience beyond their immediate victims 

by making their actions appear to be random so that everyone feels anxiety. In contrast, 

to a drive-by shooting on a city street, terrorism acts are not random but well planned 

and often well-executed for risks and associated costs, as well as possible gains”. 

The above scholar’s submission unveils the fact that the act of terrorism uses violence 

and or threat to gain political and social motives. None of the above submissions em-

phasized the effect of such actions on the society or citizens, and how citizens could 

be protected and or revived when they suffer the traumatic pains or displacement after 

being attacked. However, terrorism can be seen as the premeditated use of violence 

activities in society in order to put the public in fear, and in order to gain political and 
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social aims. It is an act perpetrated by Semi-Clandestine group to gain social-political 

motive, without considering the effect of the action on the citizenry and what it cost to 

revive them from the traumatic stress of the attack. 

 

Exposition of main material of research with complete substantiation of 

obtained scientific results.Discussion.  
The concept of human displacement 

 UNESCO (2017) posits that “human displacement refers to the forced movement of 

people from their locality or environment and occupational activities. It is a form of 

social change caused by a number of factors, the most common being armed conflict, 

Natural disasters, famine. Development and economic changes may also be a cause of 

displacement. In regards to population displacement resulting from development, there 

are typically two types: direct displacement, which leads to actual displacement of 

people from their locations and indirect displacement, which leads to a loss of liveli-

hood. Forced to leave the home region to which they are attached and for which they 

have the knowledge to make a living most effectively, displaced populations often be-

come impoverished. The displacement of peoples as a result of development projects, 

policies and processes, therefore, constitute a social cost for development”. 

UBC Wiki (2014) argues that “human displacement refers to the forced movement of 

people from their home or country of origin, displacement is also interchangeable with 

the term forced migration. Human displacement can be a result of many different fac-

tors. These usually fall under the three broader categories of disaster-induced displace-

ment, conflict-induced displacement and development induced displacement and de-

velopment can happen to anything that is living, however,,it is the most prevalent when 

applied to the human population, with the seemingly endless list of causes”. 

According to https://en.m.wikipedia.org>wiki>forcedisplacement "Forced displace-

ment or forced immigration is the coerced movement of a person or people away from 

their home region and it often connotes violent coercion. Someone who has experi-

enced forced displacement is a forced immigrant a displaced person(DP), rarely also a 

displaced or if it is within the same country, an internally displaced person (IDP), in 

some cases the forced immigrant can also become a refugee, as that term has a specific 

legal definition". The above argument specifically emphasized the kind of displace-

ment caused by war, or violence and natural disasters, without laying emphasis on 
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displacement caused by government policies, the decision of the government to de-

molish a particular area or part of the country without compensation. However, human 

displacement is a humanitarian crisis that has to do with the inconvenience, forceful 

and stressful movement, and relocation of citizens, residence or inhabitant of an area 

or community to a peaceful and safe area due to manmade factors such as violence 

crisis, rioting and terrorism or natural disaster such as earthquakes, epidemics, hurri-

cane, drought and flood that threatens lives. 

The concept of national security 

McNamara (1968) submits that “we do not always grasp the meaning of the word se-

curity in this context. In a modernizing society, security means development. 

McNamara submits that security is not military hardware, though it may include it. 

Security is not military force, though it may involve it. Security is not traditional mil-

itary activities, though it may encompass it. Security is not traditional military activi-

ties, though it mat encompasses it. Security is development and without development, 

there can be no security. A developing nation that does not develop simply cannot 

remain secure; it cannot remain secure for the in traceable reason that its own citizenry 

cannot shed its human nature”. 

Imobigba (1987) submits that “security implies the freedom from or the absence of 

those tendencies which could undermine internal cohesion and the corporate existence 

of the nation and its ability to maintain its vital institution. He argued that national 

security is reoffered as a conscious effort to achieve freedom from danger and national 

ability values, legitimate interest and enhance the well-being of its people”. 

Mbachu (2012) argues that “national security has to do with the security of the entire 

citizenry in all ramifications of life that covers health, economy, education, good gov-

ernment, food, technology, environment, political, etc. the police, immigration, cus-

toms and civil defense organization are charged with the responsibility of maintaining 

internal security”. The submission of the three scholars above is all-encompassing, as 

it really highlights all the factors that made up the meaning of national security. How-

ever, national security is the protection of lives and properties by the police, the mili-

tary protection of national territorial integrity and the government provisions of basic 

needs of lives to all her citizenry in such a way that the citizens can feel protected and 

live a comfortable life. 

National security prior second world war was seen as the police protection of lives and 

properties, and the military protection of national-territorial integrity against external 
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aggression. However, after the second world war(1939-1945), emphasis began to shift 

from the military and police capability perception of national security to the perception 

of seeing human welfare and the well-being of citizenry as Important(human security). 

Many deaths recorded in the Second World War was one of the catalysts that caused 

this change of perception. Human security (security in all ramifications of lives) be-

came the paramount factor of national security in the world. Scholars like McNamara 

(1968), Rodney(1972), Mbachu (2012), etc have equated national security with devel-

opment. McNamara submits that national security should not be viewed from the mil-

itary capability of a nation only, even though it includes its, but should be geared to-

wards the economic condition of every nation and that of citizenry welfare. Once a 

nation’s citizens are guaranteed their economic security, personal security,  food secu-

rity, health security, environmental security, community security and political security, 

in this case, a nation is said to have national security (UNDP,1994). 

The nexus between terrorism, human displacement, and national security 

The act of terrorism specifically in Adamawa State, Nigeria has been so devastating, 

as activities such as bombing, high jacking, hostages taking have led to massive loss 

of lives and internal displacement as it has inflicted pains on the community and on 

the nation at large. The effect of this has to be injuries, death and psychological trauma 

of immediate victims. Short and long term impact on the economy of the attacked 

community and country. To enhance security, military and intelligence activities need 

to be put in place to deter future attacks. 

Terrorism and the humanitarian crisis in northeastern Nigeria. 

Mark (2016) posits that “the Islamic sect Boko Haram is advancing through Nigeria, 

shutting down schools, spreading violence and displacing millions of people. Boko 

Haram is threatening Africa as the deadliest organization with the highest death count 

than the dreaded Islamic State. Mark in his report from the 21st century Wilberforce 

and Nigeria based Stephanus Foundation, revealed that million have been affected in 

northeast Nigeria, he proceeds that 14.8 million Nigerians from the northeast are di-

rectly impacted by the crisis and that officially 2.3 million people have been made to 

be internally displaced 1DPs and with this, lives have been drastically interrupted. 

Mark went further that some 611 teachers murdered 1,500 schools shut down, 12,000 

churches and mosque shut down, while many were concerned that the violence will 

spread beyond Nigeria to neighboring states. This could affect other states in West 
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Africa such as Benin, Chad, Cameroun, Mali and Niger. Mark argued that the disturb-

ing fact is that it has not received substantial humanitarian response from the world 

most powerful nation as other smaller disasters in another part of the world, he argued 

that activist has been calling on the international power to do something before it gets 

out of hand and come to the aid of many victims of insurgency within and outside 

internally displaced people’s camp, those who have been stripped naked, the jobless 

the orphaned those maimed and the widowed in northeast Nigeria”. 

Tayo (2014) submits that “the attacks since the beginning of 2014 by Boko Haram sect 

in over 40 villages in North-East, Nigeria have displaced thousands of people, people 

forced to flee their homes to a neighboring state where they face serious problems in 

accessing food, water, shelter and other rights. Tayo submits that Nigerian and neigh-

bors must ensure they access the need of victims. The Boko Haram attack is having a 

devastating effect on Nigeria. Hundreds of Nigerians had fled to neighboring states 

and their rights must be protected. Nearly 300,000 people in the North-East, 7 percent 

of them women and children had fled their homes since 2013; he posits that According 

to UNOCHA and UNHCR put the figure of 1DPs at more than 470,000. He argued 

that most of them are staying with families in other parts of Nigeria and another 60,000 

sought refuge in neighboring states according to UNHCR in Tayo, 2014. Boko Haram 

attacks in the first two months have increased with high daily killings, bombing, thefts 

and destruction of schools, homes and businesses and mass displacement in the re-

gion.” 

Human displacement in Adamawa state 

Japheth (2015) posits that “whole out attention is deservedly focused on riding the 

North-East of the Boko Haram terrorist the issue of the welfare of the displaced people 

must be an equal priority. The state must restore them and allow them to go back to 

their homes. When I visited IDP camps in Yola, Adamawa, my eyes were open to the 

challenges faced by IDPs in North-East. They have lost their livelihood, dignity and 

their hope is fading off by the days while their living depends on the goodwill of others. 

Numbers from 2014 indicate that Nigeria has 3.3 million displaced people, the third-

highest index in the world out of this 3.3 million 650,000 people are displaced within 

the boundaries of Nigeria according to UNHCR while our attention is on bringing ter-

rorist acts to an end in the region. The issue of human displacement and how to tackle 

it must be prioritized. Of the 1 million people the Federal Government believes to be 

displaced; only 100,000 are in IDP orientation camps. Therefore, more or less in the 
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care of government and other agencies such as the Red Cross, while the remaining 

800,000 are left to be taken care of through the charity of host communities. As of 

2015, there are 21 IDP camps across the North-East and the inhabitants of these camps 

were facing critical health challenges. At the Yola St. Theresa Church, IDP camps 

visited; they had also run out of medical supplies”. 

Maina (2014) submits that “the National Emergency Management Agency, NEMA, 

on Monday 23rd August 2014 argues that it has been faced with a growing challenge 

of daily increase in the number of internally displaced persons at established camps in 

the Northeast region of Nigeria. The agency argues that the weekend attack by the 

insurgent in Madagali, Adamawa State a town that has been host to many fleeing vic-

tims of insurgency from captured Gwoza town in Borno, has led to another challenge 

for the agency. The information officer of the agency in the Northeast, Mallam Abdul-

kadri Ibrahim, lamented that NEMA was being faced with another challenge of the 

attack on Madagali. Ibrahim, who displaced that Northeast zonal officer of the organ-

ization, in which Ibrahim argued that all that was needed to cater for the growing chal-

lenge would be deployed for the use of the affected victims”. 

The causes of terrorism in Nigeria 

Joseph (2010) posits that “factors that create and nurture terrorism or motivate terrorist 

groups are varied. Sometimes they exist in welfare that cannot be easily isolated into 

distinct groups. For the purpose of this study, the research shall categorize the motiva-

tion of terrorist groups as follows: 

• Religious Extremism: The cases of terrorism have been investigated and realized to 

be religious extremism, Radical Islamist group e.g. the Hamma Al-Qaida, Boko Ha-

ram etc. Boko Haram in Nigeria which had claimed thousands of lives and displaced 

thousands of Nigeria citizens have claimed to be perpetrating this act in order to es-

tablish an Islamic state across Northern Nigeria and to fight against Western educa-

tion as the name Boko Haram implies. 

• Bad Governance: The act of terrorism is not mono-causal; however, in the ease of 

Nigeria, bad governance is seen as one of the causes of terrorism in Nigeria. Because 

there is a concomitant relationship between bad governance and a drastic increase in 

the rate of crime. In a country like Nigeria where citizens have been denied of their 

basic needs of lives, citizens will definitely design a criminal measure of sustaining 

and earning living, as jobless citizens will be brainwashed to join the deadly group 

as a fighter. 
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• The proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW): Country like Nigeria 

where there is a drastic increase in the production and existence of small arms and 

light weapons in the society amongst the citizens, criminal acts tend to abound across 

the country including terrorism. 

• Foreign Influence: The contagious effect of terrorism in other countries and the con-

nection and intention of terrorism in another country to establish their factions in 

another country is one of the causes of terrorism in Nigeria. For example, Boko Ha-

ram in Nigeria was once linked to Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and 

ISIL (UK.Gov, 2018). 

• Political Greed: The acts of terrorism sometimes are being mobilized by politics or 

politicians who are greedy, as they sometimes serve as sponsors to the terrorist. Re-

cently Ibrahim Magu, the head of EFCC was of the affirmations that the governors 

of the Northeastern states are the sponsor of Boko Haram terrorist, that they do that 

in order to continue receiving the huge security allocation from the Federal Govern-

ment. 

Types of terrorism 

According to Uche (2011), there are three types of terrorism, each is listed and ex-

plained below. 

• State Terrorism: Is essentially a government rule through violence and fear, although 

its techniques can be an extension and sophisticated even in primitive societies. This 

is often targeted at internal opposition. It often includes repression against internal 

opposition. An example is that of the French revolution of 1930, Nazi Germany, 

Stalin government in Russia, Samuel Doe of Liberia and Abasha’s government in 

Nigeria (Uche, 2011). 

• Domestic Terrorism: This denotes the activities of Revolutionaries or rebel groups 

within a single state. This is basic to seek for rebel or revenge or to deliberately wreak 

havoc in an attempt to change the status quo. This action is limited to a particular 

state e.g. Boko Haram operating within Nigeria (Uche, 2011). 

• International Terrorism: This is a terrorist act that is carried out by citizens of more 

than one state across the border i.e. in all ramifications, it transcends across the bor-

der. International terrorism, therefore, signifies the use of terror by one group or gov-

ernment-sponsored agents against nationals of another state either at the territorial 

domain of that state or at the territory of other states e.g. Al-Qaeda group and cyber-

terrorist (Uche,2011). 
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Features of Terrorism 

From a close study of terrorism, it has identified that at last four traits are discernible 

as common features of terrorism. Joseph (2010)as cited and argued in joseph it states 

that they are: 

• Objectives: Some of the objectives are to publicize the existence and cause of the 

group on a national or international basis, to intimidate and coerce the public into 

supporting their demands; to undermine and discredit the authorities who oppose 

their cause and provoke repressive counter-measures in order to gain sympathy. 

• Actors: States, as well as non-state actors, including groups and individuals, are usu-

ally the perpetrators of terrorism. 

• Targets: Both human beings and property can be targets of terrorism with special 

focus on targets that provide the widest publicity such as landmark buildings and 

high placed persons. 

•Methods: Perpetrators of terrorism use violence including bombing, kidnapping, kill-

ings and hostage-taking in spreading fear among the targeted population, Boko Ha-

ram sect uses these methods. 

The law protecting internally displaced persons (IDPs) and the legal framework 

in Nigeria in tackling the acts of terrorism in Nigeria. 

 Internally displaced persons (IDPs) are persons or group of persons who have been 

forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of habitual resident as a result 

of or in order to avoid the effect of armed conflicts, situation of general violence, vio-

lation of human rights or natural or human-made disasters, and who have not crossed 

an internationally recognized state borders (GPID Paragraph 2). However, internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) ‘’are protected under the human rights law, international hu-

manitarian law and domestic law’’. In armed conflict, both international and non-in-

ternational law applies. Similarly, the ‘’human right law governs the relationship of a 

government and its citizens at all times’’. ‘’the guiding principles on the internal dis-

placement of 1998 pull together aspects of these legal regimes to address situations 

specific to displacement’’. The African union convention for the protection and assis-

tance of internally displaced persons in Africa, also known as the Kampala convention 

was the ‘’first convention to be adopted by the African union in 2009 as a means of 

addressing the needs of the millions of IDPs across the continent and preventing future 

displacement. As of May 2016, it has been signed by 40 member states and ratified by 

25 out of the 54 member states (mmm, 2019). 
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The convention provides that ‘’states shall provide sufficient protection and assistance 

to internally displaced persons, and where available resources are inadequate to enable 

them to do so, they shall cooperate in seeking the assistance of international organiza-

tions and humanitarian agencies, civil society organizations and other relevant ac-

tors’’(Kampala Convention, article 5(6)). Nevertheless, in Nigeria, terrorism preven-

tion Act was promulgated and signed by the parliament in 2011, the law was also 

amended, and became terrorism prevention amendment Act 2013. The law was 

adopted in Nigeria in order to prevent the act of terrorism and to punish who so ever 

(citizens) that engaged or aided other people in perpetuating the act of terrorism in 

Nigeria. 

Despite the promulgation of all of the above laws and conventions, the act or rate of 

terrorism in Nigeria is still persistently increasing, as the poor nature of the country 

has made more citizens subject to the act, as the poor citizens are easily brainwashed 

with peanuts to join the deadly group Boko Haram. Increasing membership of the 

deadly group in Nigeria has also called for the same persistent increase in the numbers 

of attack carried out almost on a daily basis, which had made the humanitarian crisis 

more endemic in the Northeast. This has in-turn frustrated the efforts of the humani-

tarian agencies and the humanitarian laws as a whole.  

Theoretical framework and analysis 

In every scholarly work, there must be a workable theory with which the study is an-

chored. In order to validate the argument of this study, frustration- Aggression and 

human security theory are applied. Theory can be defined as a set of carefully and 

logically used laws that are used to classify, clarify, explain and predict phenomena; a 

theory gives explanations to facts Mbachu (2005). 

Frustration – Aggression and Human Security theory 

Frustration-aggression hypothesis was first developed in (1939) by Dollard, Doob, 

Miller, Mower and Sears in the institute of human relations, Yale University and first 

published in psychological review, 48,337-342, and further developed by Miller, 

Leonard and Berkowitz in 1969. The human security theory was also developed by 

scholars such as Franklin, O. Rooseveit (1941), Surin Pitsuwan (2007), king and Mur-

ray (1991), McNamara(1968), HSC(2008), UNDP(1994), etc. The submission of both 

theories is in consonance as the frustration-aggression theory states that aggression is 

the result of blocking or frustrating persons' efforts to attain a goal. This theory attempt 

to explain why people scapegoat. It attempts to give an explanation of the causes of 
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violence. The theory developed by Dollard et al in 1939 argued that frustration causes 

aggression but when the sources of the frustration cannot be challenged, the aggression 

gets displaced into an innocent target. The theory also explains riots and revolutions. 

Both are caused by a proper and more deprived section of society who may express 

their bottled-up frustration and anger through violence. In consonance to the submis-

sion of frustration-aggression theory, it is the failure of Nigerian government to give 

to her citizenry, the basic needs of lives needed by the citizens to survived, basic needs 

such as employment and educating, citizens now being jobless, idle and frustrated as 

they are now looking for a way of survival at all means make them fall easy prey as 

they are being bought over cheaply by the terrorist group to act as fighter because an 

idle mind is the devils workshop. 

As more hands are easily employed into the deadly groups in Nigeria due to poverty 

and ignorance, the terrorist groups now have more soldiers to perpetuate their actions 

leading to more death, causality and displacement in Adamawa State and in the North-

east in general. However, the human security theorist argued on the need to expand the 

scope of national security to include human protection in all ramifications of lives, e.g. 

personal security, food security, health security, community security in order to guar-

antee freedom from fear and freedom from want. The Nigerian government needs to 

put in consideration the victims of terror attacks in Adamawa State by strategizing a 

way of economically reviving them by giving them the basic needs that will make them 

(IDPs) go back home as soon as possible. This basic need should be given to all citizens 

of Nigeria, especially in the North-Eastern part of Nigeria so that they can leave com-

fortable lives and not end up being a tool in the hand of the extremist haven lost all 

their belongings in the crisis. Citizens and IDPs in Adamawa State and Nigeria at 

largely needed protections in all ramifications of lives as argued by the human security 

theorist. 

Methodology 

This study titled terrorism and human displacement in Adamawa state evolves the hy-

brid method. This study employs both the primary and secondary sources of data col-

lections, as focus group discussion (FGD) and interview is adopted as a tool for data 

collection, while other data are retrieved from the readymade works of scholars. (Mur-

ray and Hughes 2008), (Popoola 2014) posits that the major component of research 

methodology in a research work includes research design, population sample and re-

search instrument. 
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Research Design 

This study evolves the case study design. This has allowed the researcher to study, 

investigate and analyze the causes and impact of terrorism on the indigene of Ada-

mawa State. In every research work, the research design is indispensable. Eboh 

(2009:45) note that M Immanuel observes that research design is the deliberate strat-

egy, approach used in conducting a scientific inquiry, it gives shape form and identity 

to the research activity. Research without a proper research design is like a boat with-

out a rudder to direct its course on the sea. Nachmias and Nachmias (1982) describe it 

as a blueprint that allows a researcher to provide a solution to the problems of who to 

study, what to study, when to study and how to generate data in a research situation. 

Tools for Data Collection 

The study adopted the interview and focus group discussions FGD as a tool for data 

collection. Similarly, secondary data is explored from readymade works of scholars 

that are relevant to the study. According to James (1997) tools for data collection is an 

instrument used by a researcher in gathering the data needed in the research work. The 

tool for data collection for this study is showed bellows:  

 

Table 1. Summary of the tool for data collection. 
 

Serial No. 

(a) 

Primary sources of data  

(b) 

Secondary sources of data 

© 

1 Unstructured interview Journals/articles  

2 Focus group discussion (FGD) Books/newspaper and internet materials  

 

Sources: The researcher 2018 

 

The population of the Study 

The target populations for this study are the 40 IDPs from Adamawa State hosted in 

Durumi 1DP camp Abuja, who were separated with the assistance of the camp admin-

istrator from IDPs from Borno State. Others are the military officers who are serving 

or have served in the war-ridden area of Adamawa State and have wide experience of 

the crisis and displacement in the state. Camp Admin, NEMA and NGO officials that 

have the knowledge of the displacement in Adamawa State are part of the population.  
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Explorable (2009) submits that a research population is generally a large collection of 

individuals or objects. That is the main focus of a scientific query. 

Sampling Frame 

The selection criteria for this study is the purposive sampling technique which is based 

on each participant's potential to add to the understanding of the issue of terrorism and 

human displacement in Adamawa State. However, the sampling frame for this study 

is the (6) six selected 1DPs from Adamawa State, upon which the focus group discus-

sion is conducted. Others are (4) four military officers, (2) two camp Administrators 

who are also 1DPs, (2) two official each from each of the NGOs and NEMA organi-

zations and one Adult IDP (old age) upon which the interview is carried out. Emman-

uel (2013) argues that the population sample is the collection of all possible observa-

tion units (object on which measurements are taken) that might have been chosen in 

the sample. The sample is showed below.  
 

Table 2. Table showing the status of respondents. 

S/NO Personnel type Number of 

participants 

Rank/Position Organization Dates 

1 IDPs 6 members fo-

cus group di-
scussion 

IDPs Durumi IDP 

camp, Area-
one, Abuja 

13/12/2017 

2 NGOs (two or-

ganization) 

1 member 

from each of 
the two NGOs 

organization 

Supervisors CASA founda-

tion and young 
African leader 

initiatives 

11/12/2017 

3 IDP 1 Adult IDP IDP Durumi IDP 
camp, Abuja 

28/12/2017 

4 Military Offi-
cers 

4 participants  1 Major, 1 Cap-
tain, 1 Sergeant, 

and 1 Corporal 

The Nigerian 
army, Ribadu 

cantonment, 

NDA, Kaduna 

28/12/2017 

5 Government of-

ficials and camp 

Administrators 

4 participants 

of two 1DPs 

Headteacher 

(IDP), a medical 

nurse at the IDP 
camp (IDP), and 

two NEMA offi-

cials 

Durumi IDP 

camp Area one 

Abuja and 
NEMA head of-

fice, Maitama, 

Abuja. 

16/01/2018 

Source: field survey, 2018 
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Sampling Techniques 

This study adopted the purposive sampling techniques to select respondents who have 

a vast knowledge of the terrorism and human displacement ravaging Adamawa State. 

Ashley (2017) posits that a purposive sample is a nonprobability sample that is selected 

based on the characteristics of a population and the objective of the study. 

Administration of instrument of data collection. 

Here, the research embarked on face to face interview with the respondents by asking 

the respondents a question about their knowledge on the human displacement and ter-

rorism ravaging Adamawa State and recording the responses of the respondents with 

an electronic device, e.g. android handset. On the other hand, the researcher throws 

questions and allows the respondents to discuss it in the focus group discussion section. 

The study administers (1) focus Group discussion of six members and (11) interviews. 

The instrument of data analysis 

Here, the study applied the thematic analysis. This is a method and system through 

which the data collected with the use of the instrument of data collection are analyzed 

systematically and thematically. 

Location of the research 

This is a place where the research takes place, the location where the interview and the 

focus group discussion takes place. However, this study is carried out in Durumi IDP 

camp, Area one Abuja, and NEMA head office Maitama Abuja, while the interview is 

also carried out at Ribadu cantonment NDA, Kaduna. 

Data presentation and analysis on terrorism and its impact on the indigene of 

Adamawa state 

This section focuses on the presentation and analysis of data collected for this study. 

In addition, the assumptions articulated for this study were also tested. Data collected 

from the interviews and focus group discussion (FGD) are also presented and analyzed. 

Consequently, the method of data analysis for this study is the thematic analysis 

method. Through this method, the existing relationship between the different variables 

of terrorism and human displacement was discovered and evaluated. 

This section is concerned with the presentation and analysis of data (responses) col-

lected from seventeen (17) respondents through unstructured interview and Focus 

Group Discussion (FGD) conducted during the field survey. In writing and presenting 

this qualitative research work, the researcher adopted the traditional approach, which 

is to simply report key findings using appropriate verbatim quotes to illustrate those 
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findings, thereafter, linking key findings in relation to existing literature. The materials 

that were realized consist of transcriptions from the interviews and focus group dis-

cussion. The interviews were transcribed as i noted earlier, verbatim and word for 

word, to ensure that the transcripts represented the written text. Kvale (1996) argued 

that “the transformation from oral to written text represents a reconstruction rather than 

a direct copy. Consequently, transcribing word for words as soon as possible after the 

interviews were done with a view to enhancing the representativeness of the transcript 

to the oral form. Thus, through the interviews, focus group discussion and secondary 

data, the relationship between terrorism and human displacement in Adamawa State 

was discussed”. Below is the table showing the status of the respondents. 
 

Table 3. Table showing the status of respondents for Interviews and Focus Group Discus-

sion. 

S/NO Sex Marital status Occupation Educational qualification 

1 Male  Married Headteacher, IDP Graduate 

2 Male Single NEMA Official Graduate 

3 Male Married Medical Nurse, IDP Graduate 

4 Male Single NGO Official Graduate 

5 Female Single NGO Official Graduate 

6 Male Married NEMA Official  Graduate 

7 Male Married Military Officer Post Graduate 

8 Male Married Military Officer National Diploma Holder 

9 Male Married Military Officer Graduate 

10 Male Single Military officer O’level 

11 Male  married Adult IDP O’level 

Source: field survey 2018 
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Table 4. Focus Group Discussion Respondent 

1 Male Married IDP SS 1 Student 

2 Male  Single IDP JSS 3 student 

3 Male Single IDP SS 1 student 

4 Male Single IDP SS 1 student 

5 Female Married IDP Primary 6 

6 Female Single  IDP Primary 5 

Source: field survey 2018 

 

The table above shows that, out of the seventeen (17) respondents of the interviews 

and focus group discussion, fourteen (14) were male while three (3) were female. Nine 

(9) are married, while (8) are single. Six (6) of them are government workers, two (2) 

are camp administrators, while two (2) are working with private NGOs. Seven (7) are 

jobless IDPs. Finally, seven(7) of the respondents are Graduates, one(1) is postgradu-

ate, and one(1) is an ND holder, while two(2) are O’level students and six(6) are stu-

dents IDPs. 

Test of assumptions on terrorism and human displacement in Adamawa state 

Test of Assumption 1: Poverty and illiteracy are the major causes of terrorism in Ad-

amawa State. Respondents were asked during the interviews to give their opinion as to 

the causes of terrorism in Adamawa State. All the respondents interviewed in this sec-

tion agreed that even though the Boko Haram sect glaring aim is to fight against West-

ern education and to establish an Islamic state in the whole of North as their name 

Boko Haram indicates. However, they agreed that the whole idea was still initiated by 

a lack of education, poverty and ignorance. 

According to the first respondent, a major in the Nigerian army who served in Ada-

mawa State, he posits that 

 “Significantly the major causes of terrorism are poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, 

and ignorance. The majority in Adamawa State and even in the North as a whole are 

poor and uneducated, somebody who is not enlightened and poor will by all means of 

wanting to survive easily accept an offer from the rich ones and serve as subject to 

them. You will find a situation whereby only one rich man is found in an environment 
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where you found all others queued up in the morning in the rich man’s gate to say 

rankadede, and the rich man will end up sharing peanuts to them all. In a setting where 

you found such, what do you expect; whatever the rich man wants from them is what 

they will do. This is the situation in Adamawa State, and that is why they easily fall in 

the hands of the terrorists that offer a monetary inducement to the poor to be used as 

tools to execute their war”. 

To another respondent, a sergeant in the army who served in Adamawa State and Borno 

from 2015 to 2017. He submits that, 

 “Nobody knows how Boko Haram emerged in Adamawa State. But looking at the 

name Boko Haram, which means Western education is forbidden, many people will 

believe that their objective is to only spread Islamic religion all over the Northeast. 

However, if that is their mission, then why are they attacking Mosques and Islamic 

clerics? This is to tell you that there are other hidden aims. Fighting against Western 

education to me is just a strategy of actualizing their real aim which I don’t know, but 

it may be religious or political. But the simple fact is that all these ideas are initiated 

by illiteracy and ignorance, can somebody just come to the east or west where there 

are highly educated people and tell them to start killing people because of one religion, 

politics or one education? Nobody will listen to him. That is ignorance”. 

Another respondent who is a captain in the army, who is presently serving in Adamawa 

State, he posits that: 

 “The causes of terrorism in Adamawa State as many have always said is propelled by 

religious motives, having seen the Boko Haram claiming they are fighting against 

western education and that they want to establish an Islamic state. All these deceptive 

ideas won't have been initiated if the northerners are well educated and enlightened, if 

the northern are living well and gainfully employed, nobody would have been used as 

a tool to executive this deceptive idea. When citizen are poor, jobless and they want a 

means of survival, they end up ignorantly accepting the wrong idea’s given to them by 

some richer ones that possess deadly and wrong Islamic orientations, that is the case 

in Adamawa State" 

To a corporal, a member of the Nigerian Army serving in Adamawa State. He is of the 

view that:  

“The group Boko Haram was initiated secretly and was organized by politicians to 

work for them during the election. The Boko Haram sect has been there during 

Obasanjo’s regime. But earlier before then, they were known to have been fighting 
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religious fight during Maitasine, but they have now grown to become something else, 

claiming that they want Islam to take over, and the fight against western education 

using the poor and uneducated civilians as tools to achieve their selfish interest. The 

fact is that they have not got the real Islamic education and the Quran is even against 

what they are doing. They have a selfish interest which nobody knows” 

Looking at the proceeding opinions by the various respondents, the researcher ob-

served that the above submissions are in line with the positions of some scholars of 

international relations. 

Kwaga (2017) posits that “the North consisted of Sahelian states that had long Islamic 

character, these were feudal and conservative, with rigid caste and class system and 

until 1936 to out low slavery possibly due to geographical factors, many (but not nec-

essarily all) Southern tribes, particularly those on the coast, have made contact with 

Europeans, unlike the North, which was engaged mainly with the Arab world and not 

Europe. Due to the system of indirect rule, the British were happy to pursue a limited 

course of engagement with the Emirs. The traditionalist Northern elites were skeptical 

of Western education at the same time their Southern counterparts often sent their sons 

abroad to study. In time, a considerable development and educational gap grew be-

tween the South and the North. Even till date, Northern states are still lagging behind 

in literacy, school attendance and educational achievement. Chris Kwaga asserted that 

the religious dimension of conflict have been misconstrued as the primary driver of 

violence when, in fact, disenfranchisement and inequality are the root causes”. 

Akande (2015) also argues that “several factors have been identified by analysts and 

scholars as being responsible for terrorism in Nigeria. The factors range from corrup-

tion, poverty, unemployment, religious extremism, illiteracy among others. Akande 

posits that the contemporary Nigerian society is engulfed by terrible acts of terrorism, 

but as we have shown in this work, the terror act has been committed by both the state 

and terrorist organizations. One of the major contentions in this work is that contem-

porary terrorism in Nigeria is a product of bad governance and the character of the 

states in Nigeria, which encourages a culture of impunity. This is a product of the pro-

longed failure of the Nigeria state to provide purposeful leadership and deliver the 

dividends of good governance to the people”. 

Test of assumption 2: What is the nexus between terrorism and human displacement, 

and what is the impact of terrorism on the indigenes of Adamawa state. 
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In receiving respondent’s opinion on whether there is a synergy between terrorism and 

human displacement ravaging Adamawa State, and the impact of terrorism on the in-

digenes of Adamawa State. Here are the views of the respondents. 

According to a respondent, an IDP, who is also the head teachers at the Durumi IDP 

camp, he submits thus: 

 “It is glaring even the blind knows that the major causes of human displacement in 

Adamawa State is the Boko Haram insurgency in that state. Are the everyday killings 

and two or more attacks simultaneously on the villages not enough to cause displace-

ment? People are running away for their dear lives and many areas have been deserted, 

I am speaking from experience. Thank God for the present government, if not, the story 

by now would have been something else”. 

Another respondent, an IDP. Serving as the medical nurse in Durumi IDP camp, he 

posits that  

“Terrorism in Adamawa State is the cause of human displacement in that state. A place 

where people are been attacked on a daily basis, where many have been killed, houses 

and school destroyed. People can no longer go to a farm or go on their daily businesses, 

life become so difficult for them; they have no option than to flee the area in order to 

save their lives. Many end up in the IDP camps because they have lost all their posses-

sions including their relatives”. 

According to another respondent an adult IDP, who argued that, 

 “Terrorism in Adamawa State has a linkage with the human displacement in that state. 

I myself escaped to the mountain when they came to attack us at Guoza in 2013. In the 

mountain, I spent one week, they later attacked the mountain and I ran to Madagali in 

Adamawa State where they later attacked again after two months. I left my place at 

Vusi in Madagali, I wanted to escape to Cameroon but I was told that the Cameroonian 

soldiers may think am a member of the Boko Haram and short at me. So I decided to 

trek with a friend for a longer time to Michika Local Government in Adamawa State. 

The Boko Haram passes through Michika to attack Mubi where I left believing it was 

peaceful. I left my family and ran to Durumi IDP camp in Abuja where I am now. 

Thank God my families are still alive, I brought them to Durumi IDP camp, and they 

are there with me now. These people are really terrorizing the northeast, people could 

not go to the farm and could not go on their daily activities, they are running for their 

lives”. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://ijols.com/resources/html/article/details?id=197241
https://ijols.com/resources/html/article/details?id=197241


International Journal of Legal Studies    № 2(6)2019  ISSN 2543-7097 

 

 

 

ISSN 2543-7097 / E-ISSN 2544-9478   

© 2019 /Published by: Międzynarodowy Instytut Innowacji Nauka-Edukacja-Rozwój w Warszawie, Polska 

 This is an open access article 
under the CC BY-NC license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/) 

Oladimeji O.S., Nghozi M.T., (2019). TERRORISM AND HUMAN DISPLACEMENT: AN IMPACT  

ASSESSMENT OF ADAMAWA STATE INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS HOSTED  

IN DURUMI IDP CAMP, ABUJA; 
International Journal of Legal Studies, 2(6)2019: 263 - 299 

DOI: 10.5604/01.3001.0013.7420 
 

288 

Equally the focus group discussion which was a group of six (6) members excluding 

the researcher. “Bale Ismail, Mubarak Buba, Muhammed Abubakar, Adamu Baba, all-

male IDPs and Amina Zubar, Hauwa Umar, both female IDPs in Durumi IDP camp 

all are of the opinion that: 

 “The human displacement in Adamawa State is as a result of the Boko Haram insur-

gency in the northeast. The sect preachings is that western education is forbidden. An-

ything that has to do with education becomes their target. They have deprived us of 

our opportunity to go to school. Most of the schools are being attacked, students and 

teachers have been killed and many schools have been shut down. The attack by this 

group has made most of the communities in Adamawa State deserted because most of 

the inhabitants of the town have left the town to more peaceful places. Places like Mubi 

and Madagali use to be a no go area. It was when these two towns were attacked by 

the insurgency that we all ran away with our parents for our dear lives and today we 

have become internally displaced persons. We were initially hosted in Mubi IDP camp 

after which, we were taken to Abuja Durumi IDP camp. When we were in Mubi, Ad-

amawa State camp, the NEMA, Military officers and the NGOs and private individuals 

were there to assist us with materials, foods, health care and our camp was also pro-

tected by security officers. But since we come to Area-one camp, we have not seen 

any NEMA official or military officers only the NGOs and some private individuals 

have been assisting us with foods, health care and school materials. The uniform we 

are putting on now was given to us by CASA foundation”. 

The submissions of Mubarak Buba and Bale Ismail are slightly different from the 

above submissions. They also explained that thus: 

"Boko Haram group wanted us to follow their Islamic doctrine. Some of us are Chris-

tians and because we refused, they began to attack us. Our houses were burnt down. 

Bale Ismail posits that my grandfather has been killed. I and my parents ran away to 

the town. My parents could not go to the farm. We were staying with family where we 

could not feed well. Later we have to find our way out to Durumi IDP camp. Thank 

God we are living in peace here. The NGOs and some private individuals do come 

regularly to assist us with our needs”. 

The respondents of the interviews and that of the focus group discussion reach an 

agreement that the Boko Haram insurgency is truly the cause of the human displace-

ment in Adamawa State. However, the views of the above respondents are in conso-

nance with the views of some scholars analyzed below. 
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Eckson (2016) posits that “the northeast region of Nigeria has suffered severe human-

itarian crisis as a result of Boko Haram insurgency. He submits that this resulted in a 

drastic decline in socio-economic activities including farming, pastoralism, commerce 

and social interactions among the populace especially in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa 

States. Erickson posits that similarly, there has been unprecedented displacement of 

persons from the region to safer areas in Bauchi, Gombe, Taraba and others including 

the federal capital territory. According to a displacement tracking matrix(DTM) devel-

oped by the international organization for migration(IOM) in collaboration with 

NEMA as a means of collecting and disseminating data on IDPs, about 389,281 per-

sons were displaced in 2013, 868,335 in 2014, 1,846,999 in 2015 and 1,822,541 as at 

October 2016 as a result of Boko Haram insurgency ravaging the northeastern Nige-

rian”, The above submission shows clearly that there is a positive relationship between 

Boko Haram insurgency and the human displacement in Adamawa State. 

According to Mark (2016), Mark Lipdo, the chairman of 21st century Wilberforce and 

Nigeria based Stephanus foundation in his write up on terrorism and humanitarian cri-

sis in the northeast, he revealed that many have been killed by the Boko Haram, many 

have been forced to vacate their homes. Some 2.2 million people have been made to 

be internally displaced and are in need of humanitarian assistance. 

Test of Assumption 3: Counter-terrorism and the setting up of IDP camps could be 

the strategy used by the Nigerian government in combating terrorism and human dis-

placement in Adamawa State. 

Interviewees, military officers NEMA and NGO’s representatives specifically were 

asked to air their views on the above assumption. Here the submissions of the respond-

ent reflect similar views. 

According to respondents an army captain, he posits that: 

 “The armed forces with their relationship with the present government and the NGO 

organization and spirited religious organizations and private individuals have been 

fighting Boko Haram and reviving the victims of terror attacks in the Adamawa States. 

The NGOs, NEMA, SEMA and other organizations have been donating foods and ma-

terial to the IDPs. Most importantly, the military has been tireless working, the Oper-

ation Lafia Dole, and the international joint military task force of Nigeria, Niger, Chad, 

Cameroon has to be a very good strategy. Also, the civilian joint task force has been 

helping too. The international cooperation by Nigeria and the United States of America 

and the buying of new technologically propelled ammunition, most especially to the 
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Air force in terms of jet fighters and armored cars that will be effective during dry and 

raining seasons which were bought for the soldiers are all strategies. An army without 

ammunition is like a farmer without hoe and cutlass, when there are ammunitions, 

soldiers can easily win a war”. 

Another respondent, a major posits that, 

 “The government NGOs have been trying their best, and they are still presently doing 

their best because the war is still on and the military is seriously working.  

The intensified onslaught by the military on the terrorist stronghold which has led to 

significant seizures of weapons and vehicles and blockage of the terrorist source of 

arms and ammunitions and also the decimation of the Boko Haram fighting men by 

the military has been a very successful strategy that has been used by the military. The 

counter-terrorism and counter-insurgency, civil-military relations that brought about 

the civilians JTF working with the military and international JTF are all strategies that 

have been helpful to the military. We hope to see the crisis totally quelling soon”. 

A respondent who is a NEMA staff, he posits that, 

 “Due to the human displacement ravaging the Adamawa States and the North in gen-

eral, the governments through their agency NEMA have mapped out a series of strat-

egies to combat this crisis. The federal government of Nigeria in a few months back 

put in place what we call the humanitarian coordinator's forum (HCF) which consists 

of relevant federal government agencies, UN agencies and international non-govern-

ment levels.  

This forum meets once in a month under the supervision of the NEMA to analyze and 

also proffer solutions to the humanitarian situation and also discuss the issue of proper 

camp management. For example, there are 18 formal internally displaced persons 

(IDP) camps in Borno, 7 in Yobe and 4 in Adamawa State respectively.  

In order to tackle the humanitarian challenges, the federal government through NEMA 

established cells in Maiduguri subcells in Adamawa State which was done in collabo-

ration with the military in order to accommodate as many IDPs as possible. NEMA 

also setup operation offices in Gombe and Adamawa State. And NEMA has in the past 

been deploying its staff to Maiduguri and the humanitarian subcell. In Yola has pro-

vided support and assistance to the IDPs.  

NEMA in order to complement the effort of the Adamawa State government, most 

especially on food security and nutrition, NEMA has been providing food items to the 

IDPs in the camp. Also, in order to ensure a steady supply of food and non-food items, 
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NEMA has in the past signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Borno 

and Adamawa State government. They have also provided drugs to some major hos-

pitals and have been deploying medical teams and equipment to the three most affected 

states of Borno, Yobe and Adamawa state respectively. On the military’s effort, coun-

ter-terrorism campaign of the military and the international and local joint task force 

have being a good strategy that has been used to overpower the Islamic sect.” 

Another respondent NGO official, she was of the opinion that: 

 “Government has been giving helping hands through NEMA and WHO, especially 

the NGOs, religious organizations and the individuals too. When I was serving in Ad-

amawa State, I do see them bringing food, materials, and drugs to the IDPs. They are 

really trying even more than the government. The military strategies have been the 

joint task force and with the assistant of the civilian JTF and the massive interdiction 

by the Air force now. I hope to see the crisis ending soon”. 

Another respondent who is also an NGO supervisor, he submits that: 

 “Though I am not in the government, the government will be in a better position to 

say what they have been doing, but I can see that the government has been giving some 

security awareness on television, that is part of it. But sincerely, ever since I have been 

working for these organizations in this Durumi camp, I have rarely seen the govern-

ment coming to donate anything to the IDPs, only the NGOs, NGOs like ours, CASA 

foundation, we have been giving educational training to the IDPs. Like you can see 

now, we are preparing for exams, the written materials, uniforms, sandals and volun-

tary teachers are all provided by the CASA Foundation. We have been working with 

sister NGOs like the Islamic supreme council, Envision organization and the young 

African leader initiative to embark on free medical care, environmental sanitation and 

skill acquisition program, all to the IDPs.  

On the military strategy, though I am not a military officer, but my parents are military. 

So I have little knowledge as to military operations. But I think for any military to 

succeed in any battle, there must be civil-military relations. Although, this is what they 

have done in the northeast, working with the civilian JTF, but they have to do more by 

mingling with the civilians. This strategy has been working and needs to be spread all 

over the country”. 

A respondent who also works with the NEMA submits that: 

 “A lot has been done by the government through NEMA in ameliorating the chal-

lenges of human displacement in Adamawa State and the northeast in general. NEMA 
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has endeavored to establish so many camps and cells in Adamawa State, another part 

of the northeast and in the federal capital, territory to accommodate the rising number 

of IDPs in the northeast. Food and non-food items such as clothes, educational mate-

rials and health materials have always been distributed to the IDPs in the camps by 

NEMA. NEMA has always been deploying their men and medical materials to the 

vulnerable in the IDP camps to tackle their health issues. NEMA through the instruc-

tions from president Buhari has put in place vocational training to empower the IDPs. 

Training such as soap making, perfume, shoe and fashion designing are put in place, 

while others are trained in the area of agriculture.  

This is done to rehabilitate IDPs in order to be useful when they get their freedom into 

the larger society. NEMA with the assistance of other non-governmental organizations 

and spirited individuals has been regularly receiving refugees who fled to the neigh-

boring countries and they have all been given humanitarian reliefs. NEMA is also part 

of the presidential committee on northeast initiatives of the federal government put 

together to support the IDPs in the Adamawa States and the northeast in general. This 

is the workable strategies that have been employed in the past by NEMA in tackling 

the human displacement engulfing Adamawa State, and if not the persistent attack by 

the insurgent, humanitarian crisis in the northeast would have been a thing of the past. 

The army with the assistance of the air force and the procurement of advanced techno-

logical ammunition, the crisis will be fast subsiding”. 

In consonance with the above response, Thucydides, Hobbes, Kautiliya, Machiavelli, 

Morgenthau and Kenneth (1979) posit that “Power (militarism) is very germane to 

protect every state’s National interest in their relations with other states. The realist 

position is opposed to the idealist who goes against the shedding of blood. The realists 

suggest war as the solution to every problem in expense to negotiation. The govern-

ment in Adamawa State has employed the position of the realist which is combat as a 

strategy for ending terrorism in Adamawa State and other northeast states”. 

According to Kopinak (2013), he posits that “over the past 15 years of humanitarian 

agencies, private organizations, government (taxpayer), corporations, individuals and 

others, their relations with stakeholders have grown enormously. This group of diverse 

donors has differing mandates values, goals, strategies, actors and activities but most 

functions under one universal humanitarian principle: which is to protect vulnerable 

by decreasing morbidity and mortality, alleviating suffering and enhance well-being, 
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human dignity, and quality of life”. This is equally the aims and objectives of the NGOs 

and NEMA that has been rendering humanitarian Aid in Adamawa State. 

Field survey findings on terrorism and human displacement in Adamawa state. 

In respect to the submissions of the above respondents, which were gathered through 

unstructured interviews and focus group discussion and other secondary data gathered 

through readymade works of scholars, the study then arrived at the following findings”. 

This study discovered that the causes of terrorism in Adamawa State is not just religion 

as some researcher has argued but lack of proper education, illiteracy, and poverty that 

has engulfed the people of Adamawa State, which came as a result of the failure of 

Nigerian government to guarantee her citizens of the basic necessities of life, espe-

cially education and employment. The central thesis is that all individual has basic 

needs they seek to fulfill, and failure or denial caused by other individuals or group 

will lead to conflict (Rosati et al 1990, in Gaya 1999).  

The saying that an idle mind is the devil’s workshop. When citizens are jobless and 

idle, there is a danger of such citizens becoming a threat to the state. 

This study finds out that there is a positive relationship between the terrorism and hu-

man displacement ravaging Adamawa State, and that terrorism is the cause of the en-

demic human displacement ravaging Adamawa State.(Alchakwuma et al 2014) argued 

that the ripping of the Boko Haram insurgency in the northeast shutting down schools, 

killing thousands and displacing millions, which have an adverse effect on the econ-

omy of the region, has really metamorphosis into a heavy humanitarian crisis in the 

northeast, Nigeria. 

The study equally finds out that there is a limitation to the contribution of government 

especially in guaranteeing the high standard of living, security and giving welfare to 

the IDPs living in the camps, most especially IDPs living in the private and public 

IDPs camps in the federal capital territory. 

The study revealed the fact that the Non-governmental organization, religious organi-

zations and spirited individuals have been in the forefront of providing humanitarian 

aid to IDPs even more than the government agency NEMA and SEMA in the Durumi 

IDP camp at the federal capital territory. 

The study finds out that the strategies that have been helpful in containing terrorism 

and human displacement ravaging Adamawa State, are counter-terrorism, civil-mili-

tary relations, and the establishment of IDP camps across the country where IDPs are 
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kept and properly catered for by the government agency SEMA, NEMA and other 

humanitarian organizations. 

The study finally finds out that the best strategy to deal with the menace of terrorism 

in Nigeria is by resolving the crisis in the country’s nation-building process. Terrorism 

will end when Nigerians come to see themselves as one people. In doing this, the gov-

ernment needs to kill the spirit of tribalism and religious extremism and provide a 

channel for nationhood(Nigeria) which must be seen to prevail over tribe and religion 

and also endeavor to give the basic needs of livelihood to all her citizens (Adibe, 2014). 

 

Conclusions  

The impact of terrorism on the indigenes of Adamawa State has been devastating and 

has forced many citizens to be internally displaced, as quite a number of them lives 

with friends and families in the neighboring states, while others live in government 

and private established IDP camps where lives are very difficult for them. Some of 

those IDPs camps especially the ones in Abuja metropolis are being exposed to danger 

as those camps are lacking the necessary security needed.  

Government participation is lacking in those camps especially Durumi IDP camp and 

needed more effort from the government to quickly eradicate the crisis ravaging the 

northeast, Nigeria so that the IDPs can return home as soon as possible. 

Quick response to crisis most especially humanitarian ones by the government and 

international organization will be the most important factor in limiting injury, death of 

people as well as the destruction of properties and economy of Adamawa State.  

While terrorism destroys community confidence, deprive people of their livelihood, 

maim and destroy the economy of such an area, it is the maximal effort of government, 

military and the international organization that can better deal with the menace.  

Preparation for counter-terrorism cannot be left until the last minute.  

There should be a pre-emptive solution to the menace of terrorism; therefore, there is 

the need to have more robust and workable policies and procedures in place to prevent 

terrorism and other social vices in Nigeria in case they arise.  

There is a saying that to prevent a crisis is easier than attacking a crisis when it has 

occurred in other words, prevention is better than cure. 

Recommendations 

This study titled terrorism and human displacement in Adamawa State has compelled 

the researcher to examine the relationship between terrorism and human displacement 
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in Adamawa State, the research after fieldwork in Abuja and Kaduna discovered some 

challenges and has decided to come up with some recommendations that may serve as 

pre-emptive solution and a panacea to the crisis ravaging Adamawa State. 

This study called on more government effort in reviving victims of terror attacks.  

The government should put in place inspected policy and procedures that will ensure 

that the finance and materials set aside to cater for or give livelihood to the victims of 

terror attacks are not diverted to personal purse, the government should make sure that 

the IDP camps are visited from time to time to investigate the challenges of the IDPs 

and also endeavor to give security to all established IDP camps both private and gov-

ernment camps in order not to continue exposing them to danger of terror attack. 

This study recommends that the government should organize a program that can im-

prove the activities of farming and cattle rearing by giving actors in this area more 

farming financial support to improve on their farming businesses having lost most of 

their farming produce and cattle in the crisis.  

Military bases should also be stationed in the remote part of Adamawa State in order 

to guarantee security of the farmers and indigenes, the government should also strate-

gize in order to unite Nigerians in expense of religious and tribal extremism and senti-

ments and also empower the military and other security operatives to attack the menace 

of proliferation of small arms and light weapons, as this will deny the Boko Haram 

sect, armed robbers, kidnappers and other religious extremists the opportunity of get-

ting arms, the government should empower the border security operatives by given 

them more training in order to avert the bringing into Nigerian illegal arms and ammu-

nitions that are procured and used by this deadly group(Boko Haram) against the citi-

zens and the state. 

The study recommend that the government should within their legal magnanimity give 

the basic necessities of life to the citizens of Nigeria, e.g. education and employment 

because when citizens of a country are developed the state is developed and there shall 

be no cause for the citizens to threaten the national security of the state because an idle 

mind is the devil’s workshop.  

The Nigerian military and other security operatives should endeavor to employ work-

able strategies of civil-military relations in challenging and combating terrorism and 

other social vices in the state, as this will go a long way in dealing with the menace of 

terrorism. 
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The government should strongly enact a law that will reduce the power of religion, and 

worshippers and make religious leaders or followers, or whosoever preaches against 

sister’s religion or other religion a scapegoat that must be sentenced to imprisonment, 

as this will kill the spirit of religious crisis and call for mandatory love among the 

people of the state, the same type of law should be made to take care of tribal senti-

ments in Nigeria. 

Social-cultural practices and faulty belief of Nigerians should be re-examined.  

Government of Nigeria should endeavor to look into the culture of marrying many 

wives and procreating many children whom the parents cannot cater for, as this has 

been the major problems in Nigeria, those children left untrained (uneducated) end up 

being used as tools in the hands of the few evil Nigerians and the religious extremist 

in threatening the corporate existence and national security of this nation (Nigeria) 

because of their own selfish interest, therefore, the government should make it be 

within the law for citizens to compulsorily train their children either to school or on 

government and private established vocational training schools. 

Haven said this, the national assembly and the statehouses should also endeavor to 

make laws that will call for the corporate existence and welfare of the greatest number 

of citizens and avert any form of selfishness in making laws for the state, the govern-

ment should also search for a strategy that will unite Nigerians in expense of religious 

and tribal extremism and sentiments and also empower the military and other security 

operatives to be able to tackle the menace of proliferation of small arms and light 

weapon as this will deny the Boko Haram sect, armed robbers, kidnappers and other 

religious extremist the opportunity of procuring illegal arms.  

The government should empower the border security operatives in order to avert the 

bringing into Nigeria illegal arms and ammunition to be used by this deadly group 

against the citizens and the state. 

Finally, this study recommends that the government should not relent in calling on the 

international agencies, the NGOs and religious organizations in rendering humanitar-

ian assistance in order to tackle the humanitarian crisis ravaging Adamawa State and 

the northeast at large.  

When all this is done, the citizens will enthusiastically be reconscientized to do well 

and assist the government by obeying laws, carrying out their duties to the state (tax 

payment) and help to standardize internal sovereignty of the state (Nigeria) and de-

velop the physical community. 
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