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Abstract:  
This paper presents an overview of the recent development in cross-border cooperation between 

Ukraine and Poland in the socio-economic scope and policy issues relating to cross-border re-

gions. The authors focus on the evolution of the framework concerning the formation of Euro-

regions with particular reference to the issues connected to cross-border projects in such regions. 

In addition, the recommendations are proposed in order to identify some directions for future 

actions to be taken to promote the innovative development of such cooperation between Ukraine 

and Poland, taking into account the economic and political peculiarities of both countries.  

Keywords: witness, witness recall, interview, scripts, misinformation, questions 

 

 
 

Received: 17 February 2020 

Revised: 28 May 2020 

Accepted: 24 June 2020 

Published: 30 June 2020 

RECENT DEVELOPMENT  

OF CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION  

BETWEEN POLAND AND UKRAINE  

IN THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCOPE 

 

OBECNY ROZWÓJ  

WSPÓŁPRACY TRANSGRANICZNEJ  

MIĘDZY POLSKĄ A UKRAINĄ  

W ZAKRESIE SPOŁECZNO-GOSPODARCZYM 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://ijols.com/resources/html/article/details?id=206476
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-6673-589X


International Journal of Legal Studies    № 1(7)2020  ISSN 2543-7097 

 

 

  

ISSN 2543-7097 / E-ISSN 2544-9478   

© 2020 /Published by: Międzynarodowy Instytut Innowacji Nauka-Edukacja-Rozwój w Warszawie, Polska 

 This is an open access article 

under the CC BY-NC license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/) 
 

Koval I., Turchenko O., Derkach E., (2020). RECENT DEVELOPMENT OF CROSS-BORDER  

COOPERATION BETWEEN POLAND AND UKRAINE IN THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCOPE 

International Journal of Legal Studies, 1(7)2020: 25 - 40 

DOI: 10.5604/01.3001.0014.3109  
 

26 

 
Streszczenie: 

W niniejszym artykule przedstawiono przegląd obecnego rozwoju współpracy transgranicznej 

między Ukrainą a Polską w zakresie społeczno-ekonomicznym i zagadnień politycznych doty-

czących regionów transgranicznych. Autorzy koncentrują się na ewolucji ram dotyczących two-

rzenia euroregionów, ze szczególnym uwzględnieniem zagadnień związanych z projektami 

transgranicznymi w tych regionach. Ponadto zaproponowano zalecenia w celu określenia kie-

runków przyszłych działań, które należy podjąć w celu promowania innowacyjnego rozwoju 

współpracy między Ukrainą a Polską, z uwzględnieniem specyfiki gospodarczej i politycznej 

tych państw. 

Słowa kluczowe: współpraca transgraniczna, Euroregion, klastry transgraniczne, projekty 

transgraniczne, transfer technologii, transgraniczne struktury innowacji 

 

Statement of the problem in general outlook and its connection with important 

scientific and practical tasks  
According to the Europe 2020 Strategy, which sets out a vision of Europe’s social 

market economy for the 21st century, Europe needs more cooperation in order to en-

sure smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and overcome global challenges.  

In the meantime, recent challenges, such as globalization, development of international 

trade, global environmental and economic problems, labor and intellectual migration, 

etc., necessitate the development of cross-border cooperation and use its innovative 

forms. 

According to the European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between 

Territorial Communities or Authorities, transfrontier co-operation means "any con-

certed action designed to reinforce and foster neighborly relations between territorial 

communities or authorities within the jurisdiction of two or more Contracting Parties 

and the conclusion of any agreement and arrangement necessary for this purpose 

(art.2).  

The main purpose of cross-border cooperation is to work together on issues of social 

and economic policy, culture, science and education, environmental protection; over-

come inter-state borders, considering the general principles of European spatial plan-

ning (The Charter of European Planning 1983). Accordingly, the cross-border regions 

are “intermediaries in inter-state cooperation, cross-border exchange of information, 

innovations and socio-cultural values” (Bacsi Z., 2006). 

The representatives of the Association of  European Border Regions (AEBR) consider 

that cross-border cooperation provides so-called added value to the development of 
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communities and regions, based on past experience of people living together in neigh-

boring border regions, and thereby want to cooperate and make a valuable contribution 

to the promotion of peace, freedom, security and the observance of human rights (Con-

tribution оf Cross-Border Co-Оperation to Implementing the Lisbon Strategy 2005). 

According to the State Strategy for Regional Development for the Period up to 2020, 

approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on August 6, 2014, the development 

of cross-border cooperation is regarded as one of the priority tasks for the implemen-

tation of Ukrainian state regional policy. Over the last 10 years, significant attention 

and political support for the development of cross-border cooperation have been pro-

vided in Ukraine, the legal framework for such cooperation has been developed, and 

legal mechanisms for the preparation and implementation of cross-border cooperation 

projects with the EU Member States have been established. During this period, three 

State Programs for the Development of Cross-border Cooperation were adopted - for 

2007-2010, 2011-2015, and 2016-2020. 

It should be noted that Poland is a strategic economic and political partner for Ukraine, 

taking into account the Polish wide and positive experience of cross-border coopera-

tion. In order to organize such cooperation properly, the common experience of the EU 

Member States, as well as relevant methodological recommendations for its develop-

ment has been applied in Poland (Practical Guide to Cross-border Cooperation 2000). 

In addition, Poland became a part of the European conventions on regional develop-

ment and cross-border cooperation; harmonized relevant legislation; formed Euro-

regions along the perimeter of its borders (main structures) (Mikula N., at al. 2014), 

established associations of border areas and a network of regional development agen-

cies. More than 400 regulatory documents were signed between Ukraine and Poland, 

143 of them are valid international agreements and agreements on cooperation between 

these countries in various areas. The number of agreements on interregional coopera-

tion, signed at regional and local levels between Ukraine and Poland, is about 450 . 

According to the results of the questionnaire within the framework of the annual sci-

entific and analytical report "Development of Cross-border Cooperation", the devel-

opment of cross-border cooperation in the Ukrainian-Polish cross-border region were 

evaluated for 3 points out of 5 (27.3% of respondents). The interviewed experts high-

light such obstacles that impede the development of cooperation in the Ukrainian-

Polish cross-border region, as an unstable political situation (17.14%), inadequate fi-

nancial support for the development of cross-border interaction (14.29%), frequent 
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change of the heads of local authorities (regional, district, etc.) (12.38%), centraliza-

tion of decision-making, the inconsistency of legislation, organizational obstacles (per-

mits, etc.) (11.43%) (The Development of the Cross-Border Method: scientific-analyt-

ical Report 2016). 

Moreover, the role of cross-border innovation structures (industrial, transport and lo-

gistics parks, etc.), cross-border clusters, and Euroregions is insignificant and should 

be enhanced in order to increase investment for the development of relevant territories 

and improve using of the border areas’ potential. 

Therefore, it remains relevant to identify the recent developments of cross-border co-

operation between Ukraine and Poland in the socio-economic scope.  
 

Analysis of latest research where the solution of the problem was initiated 

It should be noted that the issues of cross-border cooperation have been discussed in 

the economic scientific literature. In particular, the cross-border cooperation as one of 

the priority areas of the state integration strategy, the theoretical and methodological 

principles of cross-border cooperation between the regions were studied by N. A. 

Mikula and V. V. Zasadko. 

The concepts of cross-border clusters are discussed in scientific papers by M. Diez 

(Diez, M., 2000), P. Zashev, Ceglie G., Dini M. Supporting the European experience, 

the idea of creating cross-border clusters was developed by the Ukrainian researchers 

S. Sokolenko (Sokolenko, S. 2008), N. Vnukova (Vnukova, N. 2008), O. Amosha 

(Amosha, O., 2008). The legal and methodological principles of cross-border cooper-

ation of Ukraine were investigated by I. Artyomov, G. Dinis, S. Pyasetska-Ustych 

(Cross-border cooperation of Ukraine: state, problems, prospects, 2012). 

Cross-border cooperation development in the terms of the European Neighborhood 

and Partnership Instrument was the matter of investigation of such Ukrainian scientists 

as N. Hnydiuk, N. Andrusevych, O. Ovchar, V. Kryvtsova, N. Kaduk and others. The 

problems and prospects of developing the Cross-Border Cooperation Program "Po-

land-Belarus-Ukraine" within the European Neighborhood and Partnership Instrument 

were highlighted by Ye. Erfan, O. Hleba (Erfan Ye., Hleba O., 2015).  

The analysis of scientific researches in this field allows to point out the following ten-

dency: Ukrainian scientists are mostly focused on the analysis of political initiatives 

(V. Borshchevskyi) (Borshchevskyi V., 2009), the process of formation of institutions, 

forms of cross-border cooperation (V. Zasadko, N. Mikula, O. Ishchenko, Y. Kish 

(Kish Y., 2008), H. Shcherba (Shcherba H., 2009)), scientists from other countries 
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have investigated the administrative and regulatory influence of cross-border cooper-

ation (E. Medeiros) the evolution of cross-border cooperation at the EU's external bor-

ders (J. Blatter (Blatter J., 1996), G. Capannelli, C. Filippini (Capannelli G., Filippini 

C., 2009), M. Perkmann (Perkmann M., 2007)), effects of cross-border cooperation on 

economic relations in the region (A. Niebuhr (Niebuhr A., 2005), D. Smallbone, M. 

Xheneti (Smallbone D., Xheneti M., 2008)). However, the issues of cross-border co-

operation between Ukraine and Poland in the current socio-economic situation are 

needed to be investigated further.  

K. Kutsab-Bonk (Kutsab-Bonk K.., 2016, p. 21) supposes that nowadays there is a 

post-industrial stage of world development, forming of "knowledge economy" basis. 

This stage is characterized by the convergence of different political, economic systems, 

both globally and within particular cross-border regions. To stimulate innovative eco-

nomic development, effective interactions between local authorities, regional state au-

thorities, business entities, and organizations are needed, in particular Euroregions. 
 

Aims of paper. Methods 

This paper is aimed to highlight recent trends and challenges concerning cross-border 

cooperation between Ukraine and Poland in the socio-economic scope and to propose 

a view to encouraging its further development. 

Numerous scientific methods have been used in a research paper, namely: analysis and 

synthesis method concerning the analysis of regulatory legal background in the field 

of cross-border cooperation; comparative law method in research of organizing cross-

border cooperation in the Republic of Poland, Ukraine and Belarus; the formal logics 

and prognostic methods - for theoretical generalization and development of proposals 

on improvement of relevant adjusting of cross-border cooperation; abstract-logical 

method - for theoretical generalization and formulation of conclusions. 
 

Exposition of main material of research with complete substantiation of obtained 

scientific results. Discussion.  

The Euroregion, as a model of border relations, is a zone of cross-border cooperation 

regarding economic, social, cultural matters, tourism, environmental protection and 

development of good-neighborhood, protection of cultural heritage, development of 

trade exchange and other areas. In Central Europe, the Euroregions are functioning as 

an institutional base for the integration of EU Member States, primarily, in the political 

and legal scope. Thus, in Polish practice of Euro regional cooperation, two models of 
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interaction between regional authorities and local authorities have been used in the 

process of formation: 

- formation of Gmina target union, which is registered in Polish court according to the 

Law on union formation, and then signing the agreement on understanding and for-

mation of a Euro regional structure with a similar union of foreign partners’ adminis-

trative entities (Euroregions “NISA”, “SPREE-NEISSE-BOBER”, “PRO EUROPA 

VIADRINA” at Polish-German and Czech Borders), or 

- formation of a cross-border international union with a single constitutional document 

for the parties with the involvement of central authorities (“CARPATHIAN EURO-

REGION” (Mikula N., et al., p.p. 47,48). 

There are two Euroregions on the Poland-Ukraine’s border: the Euroregion “BUG” 

(encompasses cross-border areas of  Ukraine, Poland, Belarus and aimed to develop 

cooperation in the field of transport, regional development, communication, delivery 

of energy and water, nature protection, industry, trade, agriculture, education, science 

research, healthcare, culture, art, tourism, recreation, etc.) and the “CARPATHIAN 

EUROREGION” (international association formed in on February 14, 1993, in the city 

of Debrecen (Hungary) by the representatives of the regional administrations of Po-

land, Ukraine, Slovakia, Hungary (in 2000 the request from regional administrations 

of Romania to join the Euroregion was accepted).  

The Euroregion “BUG” was the second Euroregion founded in Ukraine and the sixth 

one founded in Poland (1995), its main purpose is to enhance the development of so-

cio-economic, scientific, technical, environmental, cultural, and other relationships be-

tween its participants. 

The priorities of the “BUG” Euroregion’s development strategy are: 

- border building and border infrastructure development; 

- reconstruction of existing roads and construction of new roads; construction of related 

objects of transport infrastructure; 

- implementation of environmental measures in the border areas; 

- realizing of socially oriented activities aimed at securing the rights and interests of 

most vulnerable groups of the population; 

- creating a database to disseminate diverse information about the region; 

- formation of a favorable business environment through the broadening of specialized 

institutions’ networks. 
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The most significant projects implemented in the Euroregion “Bug” are the following 

projects: "Modernization of the International Car Crossing Checkpoint "Yagodin - Do-

rogusk "(2000-2002)," Ukrainian-Polish Cross-border Agency - Together Towards the 

Future "(2004-2005), "Border Management" (2005-2007), "Ukrainian-Polish Strategy 

for Cross-Border Cooperation: A New Level of Neighborhood Relations" (2007-

2008), "Development of Cooperation between Volyn and Lublin Regions in the field 

of Business Support" (2008-2009), as well as the establishment of the International 

Institute of Social Geography and Management, which was later transformed into the 

Faculty of International Relations of Lesya’ Ukrainka Volyn State University; the 

foundation of the Ukrainian-Polish universities’ collegium; implementation of the pro-

cedure of joint customs and border control at the international automobile checkpoint 

"Ustilug - Zosin";. 

In addition, the project “Strengthening Cross-border Cooperation in the Field of 

Providing Business Services and Facilitating Access for Entrepreneurs” should be 

mentioned, within which the following micro-projects were implemented: "Creating a 

Ukrainian-Polish Virtual Exchange of Innovative Projects and Proposals", "Develop-

ing Eco-tourism and Forming a Positive Tourist Image of the Border Region” and “Im-

provement of the Investment Climate in the Border Regions”. 

Today, the implementation of the Draft Cross-Border Cooperation Strategy of Lublin 

Voivodeship, Volyn, Lviv and Brest Regions for 2014-2020 continues, aimed at 

changing the functional features of the border, developing economic, environmental, 

socio-demographic, scientific, infrastructural and tourist scopes. For this, an initiative 

group has started to work in Lutsk and Lublin in order to set up a deputy council with 

representatives from the Volyn region (Ukraine), Lublin Voivodeship (Poland), and 

Brest Region (Belarus) within the framework of the Euroregion “BUG”. The idea of 

such a form of cooperation between the deputies from three states is considered quite 

relevant today, especially in regard to Poland's accession to the EU and the intentions 

of Ukraine to European integration [30].  

According to Art. 3 of the Charter of the Carpathian Euroregion International Associ-

ation its main goal and objectives are: 

- organizing and coordinating activities that promote economic, scientific, environ-

mental, cultural and educational cooperation between its members; 

- assisting in the development of specific projects on cross-border cooperation between 

members of the Association in the scope of mutual interests; 
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- facilitating the development of contacts among the population of the territories that 

are members of the association, in particular among specialists of different industries; 

- promotion of good neighborly relations between members of the Association; 

- identifying potential areas for multilateral cross-border cooperation among Associa-

tion members; 

- mediating and ensuring the cooperation of members of the Association with interna-

tional organizations and institutions. 

As some experts emphasize (Sokolenko S., 2008), the development of cluster systems 

in Ukraine is insufficient, although the creation of cross-border clusters could help to 

intensify the exchange of resources and technologies, the transfer of technological and 

management decisions, to form a single innovation and information space and, thus, 

to enhance regional competitiveness. 

Cross-border clusters are based on the cooperation of independent companies and in-

stitutions that are geographically concentrated in one cross-border region, specialize 

in different fields, but are related to common technologies and complement each other. 

Unlike transboundary industrial, technological, and scientific parks, they are formed 

on the basis of already established transboundary relationships and their activities are 

based on mutually beneficial cooperation between economic entities, authorities, non-

profit and public organizations of these territories. 

A noteworthy example here may be the “Cross-Border Innovation Cluster”, created 

according to an agreement between the Chamber of Commerce of Poland (Poland) and 

Lesya’ Ukrainka Eastern European National University (Ukraine). This Cluster fulfills 

its goals by creating a space for the development of new innovative products and ser-

vices; commercialization of scientific centers’ potential; conducting scientific re-

search; organizing training, workshops, seminars, and conferences on topics related to 

innovation development, as well as conducting economic activities; establishing and 

maintaining a system of information and exchange by experience, forming scientific 

and business contacts, etc [31]. Another cross-border cluster "Infostat-Ukraine-Po-

land" monitors the needs and issues for the development of such cooperation in specific 

border territories in order to successfully reform the economy and improve the citizens’ 

well-being. 

There are also cluster initiatives in the “CARPATHIAN EUROREGION” involving 

western regions of Ukraine, most of which operate in the tourism sector (“OBERIG” 

rural tourism cluster, “KAMYANETS” tourist cluster, and “ECOTUR” cluster). Par-

tially cooperation between Ukraine and Poland has been carried out in the construction 
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cluster within the Project "Implementation of Polish Innovations Based on the Con-

struction Cluster" supported by the Polish-American-Ukrainian Cooperation Initiative 

(PAUCI). One more successful example of the implementation of the cluster model of 

Ukraine-Poland cooperation is the creation and development of an aviation industry 

cluster “Avia Dolina”, funded under the Neighborhood Program Poland - Belarus - 

Ukraine Interreg IIIA / Tacis CBC 2004-2006. 

The cooperation in the border territories of three countries initiated by the mentioned 

program was extended by the Poland-Belarus-Ukraine Cross-border Cooperation Pro-

gram for 2007-2013, within which 117 contracts on project co-financing were signed. 

However, it should be noted, that the Ukrainian side has shown less activity in tripartite 

cross-border projects. In particular, the Polish side was responsible for the implemen-

tation of 8 Polish-Belarusian-Ukrainian projects, Belarus – for 5 ones; and only 1 of 

them was the responsibility of the Ukrainian side. 

A positive result of the Program is the creation of the first transboundary biosphere 

reserve "Western Polesie" in 2012, which is a unique element of the system of trans-

boundary territories under protection at the Polish-Belarusian-Ukrainian border in 

terms of regional planning and regional eco-balancing policy. 

Subsequently, the cooperation between Poland, Belarus, and Ukraine within the Pro-

gram has been extended for the period 2014-2020. The European Commission has 

proposed to allocate almost 176 million EUR for this new Program, and the Ministry 

of Infrastructure and Development of Poland fulfills the functions of the Managing 

Authority of the Program. 

Currently within the Poland-Belarus-Ukraine Cross-border Cooperation Program 

2014-2020, with the financial support of the European Union, the Carpathian region 

implements such projects as: 

- "Cross-border Pilgrimage Route as a Tool for Promotion of Common Historical and 

Cultural Heritage in the Ukrainian-Polish Border", aimed to "increase the tourist at-

tractiveness of the border regions by creating and promoting new tourist products 

based on the historical and cultural heritage, preservation of historical and cultural her-

itage objects of the Ukrainian-Polish border and increasing their accessibility, creating 

preconditions for raising awareness of local leaders and authorities in the field of con-

servation and promotion of historical and cultural heritage"; 

- "Joint protection of people and the environment through the creation of a Ukrainian-

Polish system for prevention and reaction to disasters in the “CARPATHIAN EURO-

REGION”, which aims to increase the level of security in the Carpathian region by 
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enhancing the capacity of regional fire and emergency services, reducing the time for 

disaster reaction in the mountainous area; 

- “Panther - Transport in Przemysl and Nizhankovych Areas for Cooperation”, aimed 

at creating preconditions for the economic, social, and cultural development of the 

Ukrainian-Polish border by improving communication links between Przemysl County 

and Stary Sambir Region. 

Industrial parks, technoparks are an effective means of revitalizing economically un-

developed territories, and an experimental method of stimulating high-tech industries. 

In Poland, the industrial and technological parks were created with the involvement of 

private capital, primarily, in the field of research activities related to the production of 

high-tech goods. Instead, in regards of cross-border regions, formed at EU external 

borders, the priority is given to investments in the production of consumer goods, 

which contributes to lower unemployment, reduced labor migration, the economic re-

covery of depressed areas (Poland's GDP growth is 50% (Benovska L.,, 2014) and 

facilitate to organize the economic, ecological and aesthetic structure of the settle-

ments, removing the industrial production from the cities. 

In addition, the industrial parks, as some experts emphasize, contribute to attracting 

foreign investors to the economy of the country subsidizing investment activity, reduc-

ing the real costs of business. 

In this aspect, the positive and successful experience of Poland, with numerous indus-

trial and technoparks, free economic zones (their total area is approximately 16.2 thou-

sand hectares) is highly important for Ukraine. The contribution of Polish Special Eco-

nomic Zones, where their industrial parks are located, to the economy of the country, 

is extremely significant - more than 100 billion zlotys (about 25 billion euros) of in-

vestments, 300 thousand modern jobs, and another indirect positive influence on the 

economy. Despite EU requirements, Poland continued SEZs’ functioning until 2026. 

An important area of cooperation between Ukraine and Poland in the socio-economic 

scope is the transfer of technology. Taking advantage of the EU's capabilities, Poland 

has been able to improve significantly its scientific and technical base and to use its 

considerable capacity to create joint projects involving Ukrainian innovation entities, 

including the scope of the transfer of technology. 

What is actually meant by the term “technology”? The United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Draft International Code on the Transfer of Tech-

nology defines “technology” as “systematic knowledge for the manufacture of a prod-

uct, for the application of a processor for the rendering of a service” (United Nations 
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Conference on Trade and Development. Transfer of technology 2001, p. 5), while 

“technology transfer” is the process by which commercial technology is disseminated 

(United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. Transfer of technology, p. 6).  

A number of bilateral documents have been signed to facilitate cooperation in the field 

of technology transfer. To exemplify, the Agreement between the Government of 

Ukraine and the Government of the Republic of Poland on cooperation in the field of 

culture, science, and education (date of entry into force 22.11.1999) countries agreed 

on cooperation in the field of science and education, providing comprehensive support 

for enhancing cooperation between academies, research institutions, higher education 

institutions, scientists, creating the necessary conditions for scientific cooperation. 

The Agreement between the Government of Ukraine and the Government of the Re-

public of Poland on Cooperation in the Field of Science and Technology (date of entry 

into force is 12.01.1993) stipulates the arrangements for cooperation strengthening and 

development between two countries in science and technology by means of implemen-

tation of joint research and research-design projects development, disseminating their 

results, academic and staff mobility; exchange of scientific, scientific-technical infor-

mation and documentation; joint using of research instruments and scientific equip-

ment; creation of joint scientific-technical centers and creative teams (Article 2). To 

implement this Treaty, a Joint Commission on Cooperation in Science and Technology 

is to be established. Technology transfer between Polish and Ukrainian partners has 

numerous advantages, including better opportunities to pursue innovation abroad, 

proximity to European sales markets, improvement of life quality, etc. 

A successful example of technology transfer is the cooperation of the State Concern 

“Ukroboronprom” with MESKO S.A., a member of the Polish Defense Holding. Due 

to this cooperation, Polish partners supply some of the rocket propulsion components 

manufactured by “Ukroboronprom”. Special attention is given to the issues of scien-

tific and technical cooperation on the creation of prospective explosive mixtures aimed 

at the production of high-power combat explosives. The Ukrainian and Polish sides 

have agreed to work together on the creation of new powder formulations, using mod-

ern technologies that are qualitatively different from the Soviet standards. This will 

face the needs of the Ukrainian army and become more competitive in the international 

market [32]. 

The treaties between Ukraine and Poland in the fields of science, education, and tech-

nology provide opportunities for the wide use of partnership and cooperation mecha-

nisms between these countries. These documents are also in full compliance with the 
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obligations of Ukraine as defined in the Association Agreement Between the European 

Union and its Member States, of the one Part, and Ukraine, of the Other Part. Article 

159 "Transfer of Technology" of the Agreement provides the terms to exchange views 

and information on domestic and international practices and policies affecting the 

transfer of technology, in particular, including measures to facilitate information flows, 

business partnerships, and licensing and subcontracting deals on a voluntary basis. It 

is emphasized that particular attention should be paid to the conditions necessary to 

create an adequate enabling environment for technology transfer in the host countries, 

including issues such as relevant legal framework and development of human capital. 

In Ukraine, at the national level, the technology transfer is ensured by legislation on 

the acquisition and protection of intellectual property rights, innovation activities. The 

basic law is the Law of Ukraine "On State Regulation of Technology Transfer Activi-

ties", which defines legal, economic, organizational, and financial principles of state 

regulation of technology transfer activities. According to the Law mentioned, proprie-

tary rights to technologies created using budgetary funds may be transferred for use in 

the territory of foreign states in the manner prescribed by this Law. Such procedure 

prescribes adjusting of the transfer with an authorized body and registration of tech-

nologies created or acquired using budgetary funds, which are to be transferred to legal 

entities registered in other countries, or to natural persons - foreigners or stateless per-

sons (Article 15 of the Law). Similarly, the importation into Ukraine of technologies, 

the acquisition of which is provided for budgetary funds, requires adjustment with the 

authorized body based on the expert opinion (Article 17 of the Law). Article 21 of the 

Law also prescribes some restrictions for entering into technology transfer agreements. 

In 2019, Technology and Innovation Support Centers started to be established in 

Ukraine in order to provide access to Ukrainian and international inventions databases 

and to support patenting inventions. Such centers are being established on higher edu-

cation institutions’ basis, as well as in scientific institutions or enterprises. Centers 

should provide their services free of charge. 

The Law of Ukraine “On Higher Education” provides for higher education institutions 

the right to dispose of intellectual property rights, to realize transfer (Article 69). 

However, the Law above-mentioned is insufficient in order to intensify technology 

transfer beyond Ukraine and expand Ukraine-Poland cooperation in this scope. The 

proper conditions should be provided by the state in order to enhance the interest of 

intellectual property creators, owners, technology producers in technology transfer in 

the legal area. Tax incentives should be one of the means for effective stimulating. In 
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European countries, tax incentives are applied to income gained from the use of intel-

lectual property. In Poland, the tax rate from such an income is 5%. This income in-

cludes both the revenue gained as royalties and other income from the sale of these 

rights. It is possible to diminish the tax base by expenses on the creation and develop-

ment of intellectual property scope. Such privilege may be used by the subject in case 

of systematic creation, use of intellectual objects. 

 

Conclusions  

Based on the analysis of various aspects of cross-border cooperation between Ukraine 

and Poland in socio-economic scope, the following proposals could be considered to 

promote innovative development of such cooperation: 

- drafting of a Strategy for the Development of Cross-border Cooperation, which 

should ensure sustainable socio-economic development of the regions, taking into ac-

count their peculiarities; 

- approximation of border states’ legislation in regards to organization and implemen-

tation of cross-border cooperation in terms of improving coordination of such cooper-

ation by central and local authorities and defining institutional forms of cooperation; 

- development of statistical indicators’ system, formation and maintenance of up-to-

date databases (e.g. information portal) on the development of cross-border coopera-

tion, in order to evaluate the effectiveness of cross-border cooperation projects and to 

raise awareness of all their participants; 

- effective networking of intellectual product developers, producers and investors, 

eliminating barriers to starting and fulfilling innovation activities, developing contrac-

tual relationships in technology transfer, creating joint ventures with the rights to the 

technology in their capital; 

- providing joint activities for specialists’ training in innovation management, intellec-

tual property evaluation, marketing, legal protection, technology transfer, and business 

planning. 

Summing up, the main recommendations tend to suggest a future development of co-

operation between Ukraine and Poland towards further using by States relevant and 

effective models, methods and instruments of cross-border cooperation could signifi-

cantly accelerate the achievement of positive results, implement states’ regional pol-

icy, taking into account their economic, legal and political peculiarities. 
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