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Abstract: 

In Criminology, recidivism is one of the most fundamental concepts. Recidivism connotes to 

an individual’s relapse into criminal behavior, which was already punished or has been the 

object of intervention. Recidivism is a criminal act that resulted in re-arrest, reconviction or 

returns into jail with or without a new sentence after the prisoner’s release. Recidivism is 

measured through chronic criminal behavior leading to numerous re-arrests and re-

imprisonments. Studies have found that more than one-half of the imprisoned have been 

served sentences for committing previous offenses. And the main reasons behind this are the 

habitual criminal behavior of the criminal, to short time of imprisonment and inadequate 

measures taken by the penal institutions. Now in Bangladesh, recidivism is the most critical 

challenge to counterterrorism. Though the number of recidivists grows in the prisons of Bang-

ladesh because of the gaps in the country’s judicial system, it is very essential to address them 

with a long aspect. The aim of this study is to explain the causes of the criminal behavior of 

the recidivist and suggest some recommendations for reducing recidivism from Bangladesh.   
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Streszczenie: 

W kryminologii recydywa jest jednym z najbardziej podstawowych pojęć. Oznacza powrót 

jednostki do zachowań przestępczych, które już zostały ukarane lub były przedmiotem inter-

wencji. Recydywa to przestępcze działania, które doprowadziły do ponownego aresztowania 

lub powrotu do więzienia z nowym wyrokiem, lub bez niego po tymczasowym zwolnieniu 

więźnia. Recydywa mierzy się poprzez przewlekłe zachowania przestępcze prowadzące do 

licznych i ponownych aresztowań. Badania przeprowadzone w Bangladeszu wykazały, że 

ponad połowa uwięzionych otrzymała wyroki za ponowne dokonanie poprzednio popełnio-

nych już przestępstw. Głównymi przyczynami tej sytuacji są zwyczajowe przestępcze zacho-

wania przestępców, za krótkie kary pozbawienia wolności i niewystarczające środki podej-

mowane przez instytucje karne. Obecnie w Bangladeszu recydywa jest najbardziej krytycznym 

wyzwaniem dla walki z terroryzmem. Chociaż liczba recydywistów rośnie w więzieniach 

Bangladeszu z powodu luk w krajowym systemie sądowniczym, bardzo ważne jest, aby zająć 

się nimi w dłuższej perspektywie. Celem tego badania jest wyjaśnienie przyczyn przestępcze-

go zachowania recydywistów i zasugerowanie pewnych zaleceń dotyczących ograniczenia 

recydywy w Bangladeszu. 

Słowa kluczowe: recydywa, zachowanie przestępcze, ponowne aresztowanie, więzienie, kara, 

uwięzienie, system sądowniczy 

 

Statement of the problem in general outlook and its connection with important 

scientific and practical tasks. 

In criminal justice, recidivism refers to the recession of a person into criminal activi-

ties after the period his punishment or release from the prison. Re-arrest and recon-

viction are terms related to recidivism after getting released from the prison. The 

problem of recidivism in Bangladesh is increasing day by day. Due to this problem, a 

huge amount of public money is misspent in order to detain the re-offenders, but 

unluckily the recidivism from the country can’t be reduced completely. There are 

some basic reasons which have negative impacts on the increasing of recidivism. 

Lack of education, poverty, unemployment crisis, long-term convictions, alliance 

with other criminals, continuous isolation from the family and society, financial 

insecurity, lack of support in reintegration, lack of rehabilitation programs and lack 

of proper correctional actions are the important reasons for re-offense. A few rehab 

programs are often organized for reducing recidivism but unfortunately, these are not 

successfully handled due to misdirection. It is a very crucial question, why people 
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return to criminal activities? And the country should find out the answer to this ques-

tion and take necessary steps so that people are disinterested to return in the same 

crime. 

 

Analysis of latest research where the solution of the problem was initiated. 

Writing an Article or a Research work successfully & scientifically, the literature 

review is very important. To complete this article, e law books, law journals, and 

other media has been followed. Mannering J.W., (1958) helps to define clearly what 

is recidivism, who are recidivists and when a person or criminal becomes a recidivist. 

Recidivism becomes a threat to Bangladesh. The Government of Bangladesh is con-

tinuously trying to find out the basic reasons behind this and trying to resolve the 

problems. In Bangladesh, the research of the discussed subject is conducted by such 

writers and researchers as Mark R., (1978), Goswami P., (1964), Sutherland E.H., 

Cressey D.R., (1947), Iftekharul B., (2017), Islam S., (2017). They are discussing the 

reasons for becoming a recidivist, present situation of recidivists in Bangladesh, lack 

of the present laws of Bangladesh regarding recidivism and how to reduce this chron-

ic criminal activity.  

 

Aims of paper. Methods. 

This research work is a library-based and theoretical work. Every legal and scientific 

research work has some specific aims and objectives. The main aim of this paper is 

to reduce or remove such criminal activities which are committed in Bangladesh 

again and again by the same person or criminal. That’s why the number of commit-

ting a heinous crime is increasing day by day. The important objective of this paper 

is to keep the normal criminal in prison separately from the professional criminal. It 

has some other motives also such as new policy-making, reducing poverty, taking 

measures relating to technical education, the separate prison system, taking some 

rehabilitation programs and others. If the government of Bangladesh takes measures 

to implement these motives, the recidivism from Bangladesh can be removed. 

 

Exposition of main material of research with complete substantiation of ob-

tained scientific results. Discussion. 

Definition of recidivist: 

The word recidivism is derived from French recidivist which means to relapse. Re-

cidivist refers to one who returns into a previous criminal behavior. Generally, recid-
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ivist means a habitual criminal. In other words, recidivist means a person who is 

involved in the repetition of crimes. Recidivist is a person who after conviction or 

being punished devotes himself in further crimes in spite of furbishing. Black’s Law 

Dictionary defines a recidivist as one who is convicted similarly to multiple criminal 

cases.  Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary provides that a recidivist is a person 

who keeps sustain himself to commit crimes and impotent to stop even after receiv-

ing punishment.  John W. Mannering emphasized that a recidivist or crime repeaters 

are often characterized as aggressive, anti-social, exceedingly egocentric and indif-

ferent to the well-being of others [1]. So, it is said that a person who has a long crim-

inal experience and inhabited to commit crime frequently after being punished is 

called the recidivist.   

Salient Features of Recidivist: 

Normally, a recidivist bears the following types of characteristics: 

1. Recidivists have the intention to commit crimes. 

2. They are engaged in illegal and law-breaking activities. 

3. They generally commit crimes after knowing its punishment and they are ready to 

get that punishment. 

4. They always intended to take a risk and face an adverse situation for committing 

the crime. 

5. The severe punishment and any system of correctional institutions are always 

failed to reform the character of recidivists. 

6. Most of the time they have come from a criminal background. 

7. Naturally, they are clever, self-centered, competitive, greedy as well as vicious. 

8. They are incapable to maintain their social, cultural and family life. 

9. They have a lack of sense to complete their duties and responsibilities. 

10. They belong to the backward sector in the case of morality and social value. 

Causes and Psychological Factors of Recidivism: 

A person is not become a criminal by born. When he gradually grows up and faces 

some adverse situations as well as when he is impacted by those adverse circum-

stances then he is attracting to unlawful activities. Generally, a criminal becomes 

recidivist due to the following reasons. 

Psychological problem: 

The psychological problem is one of the most important causes of becoming recidi-

vist. A psychologically disturbed person is in general mentally disorder and emotion-

ally unstable. Thus they can’t understand clearly the consequences of the crime. 
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That’s why they commit a crime again and again. They should be treated in the men-

tal hospital instead of a penal institution. 

Poverty and Lack of Education: 

Persons who are poor, unskilled or less educated can’t afford to fulfill their basic 

demands to live. Thus to maintain their daily necessities they are bound to commit a 

crime. Despite being punished they commit crimes frequently for their livelihood. 

These criminals are psychologically normal but they can’t come out from the com-

plexity of modern society. Gradually, they become recidivist. 

Unemployment problem: 

Nowadays the unemployment problem has become a global problem. An educated 

person can’t get a job or work according to his/her qualification. Most of them can’t 

get a job and they become a failure to maintain their family. They become frustrated 

and commit a crime. After being punished when they come to society then they are 

crucially neglected, stigmatized and can’t love easily. Thus, they commit a crime 

again and become recidivists. 

Commission of crime as a profession: 

Some people commit crimes as their profession. They have psychological problems 

but they commit crimes on behalf of another person for money. They usually carry 

on their activities in a well-planned and organized manner. Most of the time they 

come from a criminal family background. To take the commission of a crime as a 

profession they generally become recidivist [2]. 

Initial criminal act: 

Recidivism depends on the response to the initial criminal act of the offender. It may 

depend on how his first criminal act is treated. If he receives high punishment despite 

low punishment as a first offender, then he becomes angry and commits a crime 

again. 

Impact of other criminals: 

A criminal becomes recidivist through the impact of other criminals. Most of the 

time we have seen that a criminal who commits a normal crime and a professional 

criminal is kept in the same prison. Then the normal criminal is impacted or motivat-

ed by that professional criminal. After being punished when he comes out from the 

prison then he intends to commit a crime and sometimes he takes it as his profession 

and becomes recidivist. 
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Lack of fear: 

Permanent and determined criminals do not regard the present criminal justice sys-

tem. They know the limitations of the police and the judicial administration. Thus 

they are not fear justice. They find a crime to be highly profitable and rewarding. In 

these circumstances, they gradually become recidivists [3]. 

Criminal Tendency: 

Another cause of recidivism is a criminal tendency. It is to be found that criminals 

due to their criminal tendency organize themselves into groups or associations and 

devote themselves to loyalties or attitudes which tend to persist in the criminal world 

[4]. These group of offenders inculcates a sense of faith, devotion, and loyalty for 

their fellow-criminals. Thus they feel obliged and help them with each other. 

Habit formation: 

Habit formation is an important reason for recidivism. Drug addiction and drunken-

ness are the vital examples of offenses which insist to become a recidivist even after 

official treatment as a result of habit formation. The recidivism of any individual and 

the recidivism in some groups are much more complex than ordinarily convicted 

when explained in terms of habit formation. 

Besides the above-mentioned causes color, area, sex are also the important causes of 

recidivism. For example, black has a higher rate of recidivism than whites, urban 

dwellers have a higher rate than rural dwellers and boys have a higher rate than girls 

[5]. 

Recidivism in Bangladesh with case references: 

Day by day the recidivism cases are increasing in Bangladesh. Based on some case 

studies two key factors are identified in the existing judicial system of Bangladesh 

that will create an enabling environment for recidivism. They are- the gaps in prison 

management should be removed and custodial rehabilitation programs should be 

commenced as well as increased. 

Golam Sarwar case: 

Golam Sarwar Rahat was engaged in extortion and arrested by the police for a crimi-

nal offense. He was kept in prison with terrorist inmates of JMB. In touch with some 

inmates, he became a member of JMB. By using this connection, he focused himself 

as a garment businessman. In 2016 he was reported to have provided BDT 13 million 

to the JMB group. This money was used in a high-profile operation to snatch three 

militants of JMB from the police van in Trishal, Mymensing district. On 23 February 
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2016 armed JMB militants ambushed a prison van and retrieved three militants. Here 

Golam Sarwar Rahat is an important person behind that JMB’s revival [6]. 

Tariqul Islam Tareq case: 

Tariqul Islam Tareq was a member of JMB. In 2005 he was first arrested for the 

countrywide bomb-blast case and later sentenced to five years’ imprisonment for 

being involved and released in 2013. Again he was arrested for killing a political 

leader. The murder was committed when JMB’s militants killed in a series of secular 

bloggers, people of minority communities, spiritual persons, free thinkers. From the 

detective’s interrogation, it is known that he had become more radicalized when he 

had the company of brutal JMB militants in prison [7]. 

So, from the above two cases, it is said that prison is the fertile ground for the further 

commission of a crime. The gaps and infrastructure of the prison should be reduced 

and founded as well as crime repeaters should be rehabilitated.  

Shortage of Reformative Actions in Bangladesh: 

The government of Bangladesh is always trying to reduce the recidivism by taking 

some reformative measures. But there are huge lacks and inadequacies behind these 

reformative techniques. Some of them are followings- 

I. A few rehabilitation programs are organized in Bangladesh but its achievements 

are limited and this initiative has not been properly evaluated. 

II. The anti-militancy campaigns are arranged by the law enforcing agencies for a 

social awareness but some sources provide that the number is in the few dozens. 

III. Sometimes probation, parole and other reformatories are working as gaps for the 

hardened habitual offenders [8]. 

IV. Short terms of the imprisonment and the multiple to minor punishment mean the 

going of habitual delinquents. In a word, it means that the judge enlarges, without 

being aware of it, the records of recidivism [9]. 

V. The country has the police system and also has a criminal justice system but the 

limitation of those slaying the fear of the crime repeaters [10]. 

 

Conclusions. 

The social factors and activities of the recidivists underlying recidivism are being 

complexed. The actual problem for confronting penologists is the proper identifi-

cation of the criminals for rehabilitative processes and to ensure the effectiveness 

of these treatment methods. Some studies have shown that some recidivists are in 

higher risks for rehabilitative processes while others may not respond positively 
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to the correctional steps of treatment. This reflects upon the inefficiency of re-

formative treatment of punishment for certain categories of offenders and at the 

same time raises a very relevant question that why recidivists repeat crime de-

spite being faced severe punishment. The most severe penalties awarded by 

courts are so ineffective and inadequate that they do not leave to commit major 

crimes. They glaringly commit crime as profit and invite other people to make in 

their career. Crimes are tried to be controlled by the government by inflicting 

severe punishments but major attempts should be taken at the initial stage. The 

problems should be taken as psychological, and preventive measures should be 

taken, so that the event of committing a crime can be decreased. 

Recommendations: 

A following list of recommendations may be suggested. If the government of 

Bangladesh takes necessary actions following these recommendations, then the 

recidivism from Bangladesh can be reduced. The recommendations are: 

1. Bangladesh should initiate a national dialogue to redress recidivism by prison 

management and rehabilitation. 

2. Criminals of different classes should not be kept in the same prison. They 

should be kept in separate prison so that the criminal punished for normal 

crime is not inspired by the habitual criminals. 

3. The government of Bangladesh should address issues like prison over-

crowding through creating new facilities. 

4. The government should set up separate rehabilitation institutions with class-

room, library, playground and other necessary things. 

5. It should be given more than criminal importance to a crime in the criminal 

justice system. 

6. Psychological treatment should be increased after being punished to rehabili-

tate the crime repeaters. 

7. The government should increase the social acceptance for the released. Oth-

erwise, the risk of committing a further crime will not be combated. 

8. Poverty, unemployment problem should be decreased by the government. 

9. Technical education should be ensured and proper training for the unskilled 

should be executed by the government. 

10. As the number of female recidivists is increasing in Bangladesh, the govern-

ment should recruit more female staffs and volunteers. 
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11. It should be ensured that psychologically disable offenders are treated by the 

psycho-specialist. 

12. To secure a summary conviction of the recidivists unduly lengthy process of a 

criminal trial should be suitably amended. 
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