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1. Introduction

that are alternative to consumerism and aim to reduce the risks to the 

of consumption and

-

-

and consume products not only for personal reasons but also because of 

a moral or political attitude to consumption stimulated by the consump-

-

-

-
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produced in an unethical manner. 
-

sumption. 

-

-

-

they sometimes have to sacrifice their personal interest for the benefit of 

is harmful to the natural and social environment. 
Consumers implement the idea of socially responsible consumption pri-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

the idea of economic benefits but contains an ethical element. Producers 
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-

 
their products. 

-
-

-

consumerism. It is a social movement driven by the interests of consumers 

rationalisation of consumer needs and processes related to the use of pos-

-

-
sumption movements. Green consumerism claims that consumers can coun-

-
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Consumer choices are treated as political choices because they are equiva-

-

-

forms characteristic of the Western lifestyle to environmentally friendly 

-

One of the forms of ethical consumers’ activity is participation in col-
lective political actions usually undertaken to influence unethical companies 

.1 
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Killer Coke, Murder… It’s the Real Thing”, 

 
What determines the approach to ethical consumption is moral relativism 

-
cedence over ethical criteria. Consumers do not boycott unethical producers 

use various forms of boycott in the case of food products made unethically 

-

-

struct that rarely finds its representations in reality” -

products that are friendly to the social and natural environment.

-

-

-
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-
 

Other studies also point to increased interest in ethical consumption 

-

 Research 
-

than that presented by the results of research in Western European coun-

responsible consumption. -
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reduction.

-

-

-

-
dents choose this form. Consumers sometimes decided to drive a smaller 
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members. Consumers in the post-socialist countries less frequently behave 

-

preference for behaviours characteristic of ethical consumption.

-
ers’ Competencies as a Stimulator of Innovative Behaviours and Sustainable 
Consumption) and based on respondents’ declarations indicate that Poles 

-

behaviours characteristic of socially responsible consumption included not 

-

natural environment. Respondents relatively rarely reported participation 

-

-
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Type of behaviour
Frequency

Never Rarely Often

 1

81

 9

41

other people
 4

61  6

61  6

environment prove that consumption patterns that are socially responsible 

are relatively more often attentive to the environmental performance of 
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-

behaviours for the sake of socially responsible consumption are usually 

4

-

and their actual actions.
-

the current consumption patterns to environmentally friendly behaviours.
What is important for socially responsible consumption is the local com-

munity. One of the actions undertaken by socially responsible consumers 

-

not to buy a specific product at a particular shop because of concerns 

-
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thesis about an increased role of ethical consumption in today’s society 

 by pur-

-
-

unethical nature of products manufactured by producers considered to be 

that respondents in surveys on ethical issues in consumption check the 

In spite of the discrepancies in studies on behaviours characteristic of 

-

-
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-

-

and on themselves. 

-

-

-

Endnotes
1 

Competencies as a Stimulator of Innovative Behaviours and Sustainable Consump-

-

competences in the area of sustainable consumption.

4
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