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Abstract: Peddling is one way of selling goods, which, unlike other forms of trade, takes place in the home 
of the customer. The first mention of peddlers is found in the Middle Ages and the early Modern period, 
but in Central Europe it started evolving in the 18th century. It became a way to get material security for 
the poor population, especially in mountainous and foothill areas. Peddlery was subjected to the intense 
control of the authorities and was restricted by certain legal standards. In Moravia and Silesia peddlers 
were not only local people, but also traders from neighbouring countries of the Habsburg Monarchy (Slo-
vakia, Galicia) or the Balkans. In the majority society a negative stereotype gradually began to form of the 
peddler, influenced, for example, by traders and artisans from the towns, by printing, by the anti-Semitic 
movement, etc. But in rural communities peddlers who respected basic ethical norms were able to gain 
people’s trust.
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Topography of Moravia and Silesia shows the formation of several distinctive 
regions during the 19th century within which a centre of peddlery was formed. It was usu-
ally a reaction to the complicated economic and social conditions that prevailed in these 
areas. Tens and hundreds of socially unstable people, whose numbers gradually increased, 
found a means of subsistence and security of livelihood through peddlery as well as vari-
ous types of handicraft.

The territorial range of Moravian and Silesian peddlers was markedly variable. It was 
influenced by the type of goods offered, the demand and the sales potential of each country 
of the Habsburg monarchy and the neighbouring countries as well as the personal inclina-
tion of individuals involved in the distribution of goods. In Moravia and Silesia their ac-
tivities overlapped with the activities of peddlers from the area immediately adjacent 
(mainly from Slovakia and Galicia) as well as more distant areas (mainly the Balkans, South-
ern Europe). In summary, peddlery emerging in this part of the Austro-Hungarian monar-
chy involved a very varied range of traders who offered a diverse array of goods and who 
had different ethnic and religious affiliations and social status. 

In its characteristics peddlery belongs to a much wider group of door-to-door (some-
times also called ambulatory) activities which have been documented in the past in urban 
and rural environments. Although the operations of peddlers were often a feature of some 
particular regions characterized by specific socio-economic conditions, we can identify 
them in diverse forms throughout Europe (Fontaine 1996; Glass 1987: 133–162; Goïnga 1995; 

1 The study was undertaken within the Programme of applied research and development of national and 
culture identity (NAKI), project DF12P01OVV015 – Geographical Information System of Traditional Folk Cul-
ture (1750–1900), researched by Masaryk University, Brno.
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Grothe 1931; Küther 1983; Kaut 1970; Krammer 1983; Brandstätter 1986: 349). During the 
18th and 19th centuries, some dynamic processes can also be observed in this occupational 
sphere, which resulted in fluctuations in the structure of the observed occupational groups. 
The wide range of door-to-door activities can in principle be divided into the following 
categories from a historical perspective (Reiningshaus 1993: 32):

a) domestic manufacturers and tradesmen who ensured sales in this way; this may also 
include the area of   handicraft production, where originally it was not a product that was 
offered door-to-door, but a service (sharpening knives, tinkers) and only over time and due 
to various economic and social reasons were goods also offered for sale. This is evident 
among tinkers (Gujela 1992; Procházka 1905; Šusteková 20082; other professions offered 
both services and sale of goods from the start (glaziers)3 ; 

b) originally domestic manufacturers, who partly or completely abandoned their own 
production and began to work in the sphere of sales (whether as distributors of the same 
type of goods or a completely different type) (Braudel 1986: 73; Pavlištík: 2005: 42–51; Grothe 
1931: 165–166); 

c) farmers or professional resellers of domestic agricultural products;
d) distributors of products manufactured in a factory. In the second half of the 19th cen-

tury one would very often come across this category in cases where the peddler who had 
previously sold his own goods completely switched to the distribution of mass-produced 
products made in factories due to a manufacturing or sales crisis (Demetz 1987: 39). 

The first mention of peddlery can be found in the German milieu in the works of the 
Minnesingers from the 13th and 14th century, where a peddler of fancy goods is remem-
bered (Jontes 1989: 287). For the Middle Ages and early Modern times, however, Moravia 
and Silesia lack credible evidence of the existence of this form of selling (Jontes 1989: 288). 
Unlike annual or weekly markets the existence of peddlers is widely documented only 
from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The largest number of official regulations in 
Moravia and Silesia relating to door-to-door traders are recorded in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. This is a testament not only to the growth of bureaucracy, but also to 
the numerical increase of peddlers – both local and arrivals from other countries of the 
monarchy or even from abroad.

The emergence and development of itinerant trade related, among other things, to the 
specialization of production and especially the increase in the range of goods that were no 
longer produced on site but in remote locations or regions. The key to their success in the 
distribution of goods was the growing purchasing power of the rural population and its 
consumption needs, which it was no longer possible to meet from its own production re-
sources. The main role of course was played by markets as a proven and surviving instru-
ment of redistribution. However, peddlers facilitated access to certain kinds of goods to the 
rural population. Because of their mobility and non-dependence on market terms they were 
able to ensure a continuous supply of products which were not readily available in the 
country until the emergence of merchant shops. Saving the rural population’s time very 
often became a compelling argument for the advocates of peddlers, who opposed the in-
creasing restrictions by the authorities (Zucker 1892: 10–11). 

In European countries the operation of peddlery was linked to some local, regional or 
national specificities across Europe; however, these traders shared several identical themes. 
When subjected to a thorough analysis of the socio-economic conditions of the regions of 
Europe where sectors of peddlery or door-to-door trades were formed, we find these were 

2 
3 Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Prague. Odpověď na velký dotazník č. 21. Janovice. Registra-

tion number 388/86.
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usually mountainous or foothill territories with limited opportunities for local agricultural 
production. Increasing social stratification associated with population increase, together 
with the limits in the production potential of agricultural farming caused an increase in the 
growth of a socially unstable population. The lack of adequate land area that would be 
enough to make a living for all members of the residential areas thus led to the search for 
new sources of livelihood – in the agrarian environment and elsewhere. The need to leave 
home for a shorter or longer time became a necessary prerequisite in a number of new pro-
fessions. Besides domestic production, seasonal or year-round wage labour on large farms, 
estates or in emerging manufacturing and industrial production, peddlery became a viable 
alternative for ensuring at least the basic funds for family life (Grothe 1931: 98). 

In Central Europe perhaps the most famous peddlers were the local residents of 
Gottschee and the Reifnitz estate, the Slovak tinkers and sellers of saffron, the Slovenian 
cloth weavers, the Tyrolean carpet sellers from around Defereggenthal and the traders from 

Peddler M. Slatinská of Lisen with a pail with fruit on her back, early 20th century 
(Ethnographic Institute of the Moravian Museum in Brno)
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Wadovicka, Andrychów and some border areas of Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia. The loca-
tions of their origins and the type of goods offered in some cases even appeared in legal 
regulations in our country in the 18th and 19th centuries (Raesch 1897: 26–27). 

The increasing number of peddlers in their own as well as foreign territories was noted 
by the official apparatus of the Habsburg monarchy already in the first third of the 18th 
century. Home protectionist measures therefore tried to create the largest possible obstacles 
against the influx of traders from abroad. By edict of the Emperor Charles VI in 1726 foreign 
non-Catholic peddlers were even completely banned from the territory of the monarchy, 
only having permission to pass through the area4. They sought to eliminate the possibility 
of even short-term penetration of tradesmen from abroad across the border with strict pro-
hibitions of door-to-door trading in any area which was two hours from the border.

Certain attempts to mitigate the negative attitude towards foreign traders can be traced 
to the late 18th century. And while even in 1784 the ban on door-to-door tradesmen from 
abroad offering goods of foreign origin was repeated (Jontes 1989: 288), a year later in June 
1785 a directive was announced giving official permission for foreign tradesmen to work 
(but only selling foreign goods)5 . However, as the next few years showed, the activity of 
foreign tradesmen was subject to various changes – from ongoing liberalization to complete 
bans again6. Although in later years the restrictions were gradually alleviated, special vigi-
lance remained in the border areas, where foreign tradesmen bringing illegal or undeclared 
goods might stay short-term7.

Protectionist measures did not apply only to the seller, but also to goods coming from 
abroad. The immediate situation with regard to supplies for the population of the Habsburg 
monarchy or the need to help the sales of domestic products was reflected in the wording 
of restrictive measures for peddlers with foreign goods, especially during the 18th and the 
first decade of the 19th century. According to the wording of individual patents numerous 
regulations were promulgated across the board, but sometimes the prohibition focused on 
certain specific commodities8.

 Despite criticism, however, none of these patents or other directives ever completely 
eliminated itinerant trade. Although the authorities put many obstacles in the way of its 
existence and development, and formulated a number of limitations, a complete uprooting 
of all itinerant trading never occurred. Social interests outweighed the economic or political 
in many ways.

During the 18th and especially the 19th century peddlery increased in importance, espe-
cially in the mountainous and foothill areas of eastern and northern Moravia and often be-
came an important socio-economic factor in connection with developed domestic production 
(Janák 1984: 115–116). At a time of limited options for arranging sales, many domestic man-
ufacturers had to rely primarily on sales through weekly and annual markets and in outly-
ing territories also on door-to-door business. For this reason proponents of maintaining the 
door-to-door trade very often argued in their works from the late 19th and early 20th cen-

4 Moravian Archives, Brno.. Fond B17 – Místodržitelství. Patents. Peddlery. Signature H1, box 44. Zygmunt 
Gargas (1904). Handel obnośny a państwo, o. c., p. 30–45. These regulations are consistent with the earlier decisions 
– eg., from 1544 to 1549 – – Marina Demetz (1987), Hausierhandel, Hausindustrie und Kunstgewerbe im Grödenthal 
von 18. bis zum beginnenden 20. Jahrhundert, o. c., p. 59. 

5 Moravian Archives, Brno. Fond B17 – Místodržitelství. Patents. Peddlery. Signature H1, box 44.
6 Circular C. K. Moravian and Silesian governorate of 4 December 1806 – Moravian Provincial Archives, 

Brno. Fond B17 – Governor’s palace Patents. Business. Signature H1, carton 44.
7 Moravian Provincial Archives, Brno. Moravian Governor’s Office. B14 – Authorisation for door-to-door 

licences Inventory number 2113, signature 39/5.
8 Moravian Provincial Archives, Brno. Fond – Governor’s palace. Patents. Peddlery. Signature H1, carton 44.
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tury the social aspects of the job, which provided sales for numerous domestic producers 
(Raesch 1897: 26–27; Pavlištík 2005).

In the Moravian region in the past there were several parallel ways of referring to ped-
dlers. Some terms were referring to the whole group in general (e.g. hawkers, hauzírník)9. As 
well as these there were also more specific terms used to identify a distinctive group of trad-
ers. The names were partly based on the way they characteristically addressed customers, 
e.g. (the Brothers), the place of origin (the Liseners from the town Lisen u Brna, the Bosniaks 
from Bosnia in the Balkans) or on the products the peddlers offered (the Raggies – old rags, 
the Limies – lime, the Seedies – vegetable seeds, etc.). All of these names also show that the 
concept of itinerant trade is in many ways actually a generalised umbrella term for several 
different sub-activities. What connected them was not the goods distributed or social or 
regional affiliation of the seller, but the method of sale, which was not bound to the fixed 
place of a shop or a market stall (Gargas 1904: 40–45). Unlike other types of business it was 
operated at convenient public and private areas – streets, squares and public spaces, such 
as, for example, in a house building, on the homestead, or in people’s homes. Hence also the 
name door-to-door trader – business was conducted at people’s doors.

The limiting factor that largely shaped the range of traded goods accounted for was the 
conditions determining the method of transport. All traded goods had to be carried by the 

9 The word hauzírník is the Czech form of the German term for peddlery – Hausierhandel. The German 
environment also had some other designations (Wanderhandel, Ambulanter Handel). For the naming used in 
various European countries (France, England, Spain, German country, Bulgaria, Turkey), see Fernand Braudel 
(1986), Sozialgeschichte des 15 to 18 Jahrhundertp. Der Handel. oc, p. 72nd Laurence Fontaine (1996), History of Ped-
lars in Europe, oc . Zygmunt Gargas (1904), Handel obnośny a państwo, oc, p. 40–45.

Truck loaded with a rake and handles for scythes, Zlín, the first third of the 20th century (Museum of Southeast 
Moravia in Zlín)
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dealer, or on a simple truck without a harnessed animal 10. For decades and centuries this 
regulation limited not only the amount of goods that could be distributed by a trader, but 
also the territory in which he was able to wander in carrying the appropriate quantity of 
goods. This directive of course also reflected secondarily in the type of goods offered. The 
peddler therefore tended to aim at rather small, easily transportable items. 

The limits resulting from the ban on the transport of goods other than by their own 
strength naturally contributed to the variability of the peddler’s inventory, which facilitated 
the transfer of goods. It could have diverse forms11 and in many ways it is this prop that 
became one of the generally identifiable characteristics for this group of traders.

Above all traders of small haberdashery goods, but also many other hauzírníci, liked to 
use a wooden container or a simple wooden backpack, which were fastened onto his back 
or onto his stomach by means of woven leather straps12. To transport goods, wicker baskets 
proved to be useful, which were normally hung by a strap over the trader’s shoulder, while 
at other times they leaned on the trader’s belly and thus became a simple counter allowing 
the goods offered to be displayed. Some Slovaks, Romanians and Yugoslavs worked in the 
villages of Moravia and Silesia in a rather more exotic way; alongside the classic wooden 
backpacks many of them carried their goods in baskets on their heads. The baskets were 
rectangular in shape and just like the Lisen back containers the traders prevented bruising 
on their heads by wearing circular-shaped cloths under them13 . 

They had to deal with a more difficult situation as a result of the ban on carts for trans-
portable objects which were bulkier and more difficult to carry on their own shoulders. 
Most often it concerned home-made products made of wood and wicker. If the trader had 
planned a longer route to distant places, they used a simple two-wheel handcart14, which 
enabled them to load a considerably greater quantity of goods than what they would have 
been able to take with them only on their backs. Prohibition of the use of carts, however, 
applied only to their own sales made from house to house. Enterprising individuals there-
fore established temporary storage in some places. Here, for example, with the help of cart 
drivers they imported a greater amount of goods, which they picked up continuously dur-
ing their travels and subsequently distributed in the accessible area. The railroad develop-
ment facilitated the situation for itinerant traders in the second half of the 19th century, 
allowing the transport of larger quantities of cargo for longer distances. They could thus 
expand the geographical locations where they went for their business in an unprecedented 
way.

When compared to other forms of barter, attention was always drawn in peddlery to the 
blending of social and economic factors. In some respects, the social aspect often predomi-
nated over arguments about the economic benefits of this form of employment. Attitudes to 
door-to-door traders, however, were shaped by a wider range of issues than just customers’ 

10 Moravian Provincial Archives, Brno. Fund. B17 – The government office. Patents. Peddlery. Signature H1, 
Box 44 Zygmunt Gargas (1904), Handel obnośny a państwo, o. c., p. 60, 157–158.

11 Already in the patent of 1722, we read about the equipment of peddlers. Among others are mentioned the 
back bucket, the bundle and a variety of other ways. – Georg Ritter von Thaya (1884), Das Hausierwesen in Oester-
reich. o. c., p. 7.

12 Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. Odpověď na velký dotazník č. 21. Horní Lideč. 
Evidenční číslo 251/86. Hukvaldy-Dolní Sklenov. Evidenční číslo 620/86. Kelč. Evidenční číslo 408/90. Slatinice. 
Evidenční číslo 269/86.

13 Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. The answer to the big questionnaire No. 21 Horní 
Lideč. Registration number 251/86. Hukvaldy-Dolní Sklenov. Registration number 620/86. Prokopov. Registra-
tion number 654/86. Šenov. Registration number 307/86. Vilémov, Registration number 680/86. Alois Bělunek 
(2011), Ze života rožnovských Valachů, Rožnov pod Radhoštěm: Town p. 73.

14 Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. The answer to the big questionnaire No. 21. Saratice. 
Registration number 330/89. 
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bad experiences with dishonourable vendors or the lower quality of certain goods. The fac-
tor that significantly influenced the general opinion on peddlers was the numerous official 
regulations which appeared to be discriminatory. Especially during the 18th and 19th cen-
turies, the authorities put many obstacles to this type of trade in place (Fontaine 1996; Goïn-
ga 1995; Kienitz 1995; Reininghaus 1993 : 31–46). They repeatedly justified the pointlessness 
of itinerant trade for rural residents by stating that they had options such as town mer-
chants or regular markets15. Closing a business transaction in this way was not linked in 
addition to fixed dates, as was the case in markets, but could be made almost any time. 
Public supervision of this form of commercial exchange was thus weakened. In fact, door-
to-door selling did not even have a negative influence on the spread of stable shops in rural 
communities, because the range of goods of the two overlapped only particular items.

15 Moravian Provincial Archives, Brno. Fond Moravian Governor’s Office (elder). B14 – Authorisation for 
doorstep licences. Registration number 2113, signature 39/5. Georg Ritter von Thaya (1884), Das Hausierwesen in 
Oesterreich, o. c., p. 5–6.

The Bosnian – peddler from the Balkans, early 20th century (National 
Institute of Folk Culture in Strážnici)
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The rationale accompanying each administrative action was then indirectly conducive 
to the formation of negative connotations of the word peddler being associated with poor 
quality and suspicion, and on the personal level as a person oscillating between legal busi-
ness and begging (Raesch 1897: 7–10) . The arguments one comes across, for example, in the 
19th and 20th centuries, are based not only on the door-to-door trade as a surviving but 
declining form of exchange. It often acquired even hidden or open ethno-religious over-
tones, in which ease particularly the work of Jewish peddlers was criticized (Gargas 1904: 
8–9) .

Criticism of this profession was primarily towards the unequal conditions of trade. Itin-
erant traders were criticised for the lower price of the goods they offered being among 
other things due to their minimal operational costs. In comparison with a shopkeeper they 
did not have to provide space for the establishment of a stable shop, pay for rent or to issue 
funds for its operation. Peddlers tried to defend themselves, enumerating the list of ex-
penses that were associated with travelling to get to the customers, as well as the limited 
storage options and purchasing in large quantities at a discount price (Gargas 1904: 121–
123). Door-to-door sellers were often accused of having cheap but low quality goods, which 
in many ways could damage the interests of the customer. Concerns were primarily about 
distributors who bought damaged or faulty factory goods, even those sometimes meant for 
the scrapheap, directly from the producers, and then distributed them at affordable prices 
to customers even when some profit was added on (Pavka 1981: 14). 

 Defenders of the itinerant trade repeatedly tried to argue the social benefit of this type 
of exchange. Although they admitted that the goods sometimes did not meet some de-
mands on top quality, but in their opinion, they could still serve a poor rural population 
adequately. Similarly, they successfully sold goods which were out of fashion and in an 
urban environment they sold slow sellers or things which could barely be used. In this case, 
however, their low prices made otherwise hardly accessible goods available to members of 
the lower classes of village society Raesch 1897: 7–8). Over the years various defences of the 
itinerant trade repeatedly emphasized that it was not a case of consciously damaging the 
customer, but rather accommodating consumer demands and economic opportunities. As 
proof of the satisfaction of village customers, regular visits of traders to families in various 
localities for the purpose of closing new business transactions were commemorated (Gar-
gas 1904: 164). 

With the commencement of regulations of a local and regional nature regulating the 
operation of the itinerant trade, we can also trace activities of representatives of urban set-
tlements. Within their leadership they held the top places as members of the business class, 
with whom peddlers often competed amongst the rural customers (Otruba 1963:154). So, 
for example, they repeatedly drew attention to the fact that the activities of the hauzírník led 
villagers to unnecessary costs and unnecessary procurement of goods, and that all the con-
sumption needs of rural people could be satisfied in their opinion by markets and stable 
buyers. Their argument that thanks to door-to-door traders a tendency for luxury was de-
veloped, putting people into debt, however, was only barely demonstrable16. The actual 
cause of this attitude stemmed more from fear of competitive business, especially when 
peddlers often exhibited greater flexibility in responding to demand among customers.

Statistics on peddlery in Moravia and Silesia from the early 1880s reveal a relatively 
stable number of authorizations permitting the operation of itinerant trade. In 1881, a total 
of 1782 such documents were issued for Moravia, and 581for Silesia, and a year later, the 
number of licences issued was 1775 and 580 respectively. It also interesting to see whether 

16 Moravian Provincial Archives, Brno. Fond Moravian Governor’s Office (elder). B14 – Authorisation for 
doorstep licences. Inventory number 2113, 39/5 signature. 
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these were mere extensions or whether these were completely new licences being issued. In 
Moravia in 1881 a prolongation of existing authorizations was reported for three-quarters 
of all valid peddler licences (1345). A year later the ratio fell in favour of newly issued ones; 
although 1180 renewed existing licences still represented a relatively stable basis. In neigh-
bouring Silesia, the situation was similar (1881: 125 new and 455 extensions; 1882: 95 new 
and 485 extensions) (Thaya 1884: 122–124). If we present these numbers in the context of the 
statistics for issued peddler licences for Cisleithania, we get an absolute number of 21816 
issued peddler licences for the given year (Gargas 1904: 113). The share of certificates issued 
for Moravia accounted for just over eight percent of the total, and in the case of Silesia 2.6%. 
Statistical data for Cisleithania covering almost the entire 1880s and 1890s show a down-
ward trend in peddler licences being issued. When viewing these numbers, however, we 
must also take into account the existence of peddlers who operated their business despite 
the absence of an official document. We are only able to guess at a more accurate number 
for this group of illegal traders but various police reports regularly make mention of their 
existence (Gargas 1904: 113–115). 

The causes for a gradual decrease in peddlers’ licences can be found not only in the es-
calating restrictions and the growing number of various constraints, but also in the improv-
ing socio-economic status of certain regions and population groups. In addition, emerging 
modern forms of distribution of goods effectively competed with door-to-door trade. 

The locality of Moravia and Silesia and of the provinces reporting high numbers of 
tradesmen (Galicia, Hungary) led, however, to the fact that in addition to local tradesmen 
large numbers of newcomers from other parts of the Habsburg monarchy also found work 
there. This is evident particularly in the northern and eastern regions of Moravia and Si-

Licence of peddler Jan Tomšů from VŠEMINA, 1913 (Museum of Southeast Moravia in Zlín)
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lesia, or in areas located on transit lines, which the salesmen regularly went through 
(Kwaśniewicz 1962:146). At these locations, statistical summaries report the predominance 
of Galicians and Hungarians over local traders. Not only traders from the nearby border 
regions came to the Moravian and Silesian territories, (mostly sellers of tin and wire goods 
from the well-known tinkering Kysuce villages or other locations in Trencsén county), but 
also from around the Galician Tarnów and Nowy Sącz or distant sites in the Lower Hungar-
ian country. In rare cases there were several of passing Jewish traders, inhabitants of Prus-
sia, Bosnia, Gorica or Tyrol, or some itinerant vendors such as from the Bohemian 
regions17.

The maximum possible control on the migration of peddlers was supposed to be pro-
vided by the trader regularly reporting in all the places he passed through (regardless of 
whether the village allowed door-to-door sales or not). On arrival in the village or town 
they were therefore required to first report to the appropriate office, where they presented 
evidence about their business activities (licence) for checking. In addition to the official au-
thentication indicating the data mentioned, his stay in the area was also recorded in a spe-
cial register. As ordered by individual patents relating to the regulation of the itinerant 
trade, the local gentry had to regularly submit to the competent regional office a monthly 
summary of peddlers from other provinces who reported to them (Ottenthal 1828: 87–89). 

Among the recorded information not only the expected length of stay was observed, but 
also the place where the peddler came from, and where he continued his journey to. In the 
event that these records were preserved, they are a very valuable source of information 
about the course of peddlery and routes which the traders took18. For example, according to 
the census of December 28, 1896 during this year in Kojetin authentication was performed 
on 80 tradesmen, who visited the city only once during the 12 months. Kojetin also became 
a place of repeat visits. The city was visited by nine peddlers twice, five were there three 
times, and two visited the city five times in the same year19 . Not even owing a peddler’s li-
cence necessarily guaranteed the traders full freedom of trade in the places visited20 . 

The frequency of visits and the time spacing between them were obviously influenced 
by many different factors. Merchants generally had regular routes and they might return to 
one location several times during the year. It always depended on the demand for the goods 
offered, and whether they were subject to seasonal sales fluctuations. The size of the area 
that the person covered was also important. One peddler, Johann Ludwig, visited the town 
of Roznov twice during May 1851. The first time he visited was on May 9th. He went to Ro-
znov from Wallachian Mezirící and continued to Frenštát Radhoštěm. He spent the whole 
month of May in the foothills of the Beskyds, because at the end of the month he visited 
New Jičín before going back to Roznov again, where we find him on May 30th. In the follow-
ing months of 1851 we can trace his steps to other places, but we meet him again in the 

17 State District Archives Vsetín. Fond Archive of Rožnov town. Evidence of stays of nomadic. Inventory 
number 153. State District Archives Nový Jičín. Fond Archive of Frenštát pod Radhoštěm. Reporting book for 
peddlers. Inventory number 215 State District Archives Frýdek-Místek. Fond Místek District Office. Records of 
the issuance of permits for door-to-door trade 1860–1883. Inventory number 69

18 Cf. for example. Vsetín State District Archives. Fond Archive of Roznov. Evidence of stays of nomadic 
traders. Inventory number 153. 

19 State District Archive Přerov. Fond Archive of Kojetín. Market issues. Inventory number 1372, signature 
V/7, box 233.

20 First of all the sites that tried in the second half of the 19th century to profile themselves as spa and well-
ness centres focusing on urban clientele, deliberately limited peddlers on their territory to improve their image. 
October 4th, 1900 for example, the Ministry of Commerce approved the ban on doorstep trading “... in the periph-
ery of the municipal treatment sites of Roznov during the annual treatment period, i.e. Between 15th May and 15th Sep-
tember each yea” – State District Archive Vsetín. Fond Archive of Roinov. Prohibition of itinerant trade. Inventory 
No. 656, Box 26
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foothills of Radhošt on February 7th, 1852, when he arrived in Roznov after a visit to Frenštát. 
A year later (21st March 1853) Ludwig changed his route. This time, he visited Vsetin first, 
after which he walked to Roznov and then back to Frenštát21. Other traders also made sim-
ilar changes to their route22 . 

The dates of the annual fair certainly played a role for traders in determining their 
routes. They sought to make use of them due to the greater concentration of people willing 
to spend money. In June 1852 a greater incidence of peddlers was recorded in Rožnov in the 
period around the local annual fair held on the Wednesday before the feast of John the Bap-
tist – which was on June 23 that year. On the day before the fair the two peddlers reported 
to the Town Hall, and the next day there were nine of them. Peddlers showed an interest in 
the following summer annual fair as well (21.7); the total number of traders to arrive in 
Rožnov on 20th and 21st in 1852 was eight. In January 1853 Franz Strasspyttl returned to the 
town with an interval of only eighteen days since his previous visit just so he could attend 
the annual fair on 27th January 185323. 

Vendors who set out on long journeys for their business trips not only had a relatively 
steady route (often conditional on the existence of intermediate storage space, suppliers, 

21 Cf. for example. Vsetín State District Archives. Fond Archive of Roinov. Evidence of nomadic trader 
stays. Inventory number 153 above. 

22 For example, Franz Strasspyttl wandered in early January along the route Wallachian Mezirící → Roinov 
→ Frenštát, at the end of January of the same year, however, he chose the opposite route Frenštát → Roinov 
→Wallachian Mezirící. We can find more such cases. – Cf. for example. Vsetín State District Archives. Fond Ar-
chive of Roinov. Evidence of stays of nomadic traders. Inventory number 153

23 Cf. for example. Vsetín State District Archives. Fond Archive of Roinov. Evidence of stays of nomadic 
traders. Inventory number 153 above.

Local peddlers, who were issued permission for peddlery in 1877 in Místek
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etc.), but also a regular pattern of when they visited the different places to sell. Seventy-
year-old Gallus Naftali of Tarnów – a Jewish hauzírník who bought rags – stopped regularly 
in the late 19th century in Frenštát pod Radhoštěm. He passed through the city on June 26th 
and then October 3rd 1899; in the following year we find him there again in the last part of 
June – 25.6.1900. His fellow professional of the same religious persuasion, Berl Ganger, is 
a similar case, as we see him in Frenštát three times in 1899: January 3rd, April 10th and June 
27th. A year later the trader visited Frenštát on the first Monday of January (January 2nd). 
Innumerable similar cases to that of Berl Ganger can be found in various regions of Moravia 
and Silesia24. 

Although itinerant trading was accompanied by a number of regulations, the preserved 
materials and memories reveal that there was a relatively diverse age range of traders. 
Among the registered people were single people of different ages, married people as well 
as widows and widowers. Despite the difficult conditions that were associated with ped-
dlery, this type of livelihood was not confined to the male population. Permits to operate 
a door-to-door trade were given to some women, whether in connection with her husband’s 
business, in whose licence she was usually recorded as a cargo carrier25, as well as inde-
pendently (Kienitz 1995: 6–22). The proportion of women helping their spouses’ trade was 
very varied and in many ways depended on the nature of the trade. Some were really only 
limited to passive accompaniment of their husbands and helping with transport or presen-
tation of the goods offered. However, we do come across women who actively entered into 
the process of persuading potential customers, and who had various ways of offering goods 
and bargaining with people. Sometimes just the simple passive participation of women 
alongside the men’s own work in closing the deal could often induce a customer to a suc-
cessful completion of the transaction. The social sentiment of the buyers could be influ-
enced by an unintentional remark about the hardships of itinerant trading, children left 
behind at home, etc. (Pavlištík 2005: 47–48). However, whatever proportion the women took 
of the business deal, the authorities clearly required that they be written in the peddler li-
cences (Ottenthal 1828: 69). 

Among peddlers we find widows, married and unmarried people. We have document-
ed cases where after her husband’s death the woman continued in the already established 
business. In the 1870s and 1880s, Ludwig Richter from Frýdku, for example, is listed as one 
of the people who in Místek asked for permission to trade door-to-door in Moravia. He 
traded with linen and cotton goods, and in 1873 he named his wife Jenovefa, who was eight 
years younger, as his load carrier. But when Richter died his widow did not leave the trade 
but continued in it as an individual. The declared object of trade, however, remained un-
changed26.

Women in the position of independent peddlers focused primarily on the sale of tex-
tiles, and later goods made of textile, slippers, and accessories27.As illustrated by the testi-
mony of Josef Válek related to Trnava domestic manufacturers, women also sold wooden 

24 State District Archives Nový Jičín. Fond Archive of the town of Frenštátu pod Radhoštěm. Reporting 
book for peddlers. Inventory number 215

25 Cf. for example. State District Archives Frýdek-Místek. Fond Místek District Office. Record of the authori-
zation of the door-to-door trade 1870–1928. Asset Number 80: Paul Krmaschek of Frýdek in 1871 obtained per-
mission for himself and his wife Theresa, and a year later, Valentin Pavelčák for himself and his wife Barbara, 
and Jenovefa is written in Ludwig Richter‘s permit as his wife. 

26 Ibid. State District Archives Frýdek-Místek. Fond Místek District Office. Record of the authorization of 
the trade doorstep 1870–1928. Asset Number 80. Ibid.

27 Ibid. State District Archives New raj. Fond Archive of Frenštát Radhoštěm. Reporting book for peddlers. 
Inventory number 215. Marina Demetz (1987), Hausierhandel, Hausindustrie und Kunstgewerbe im Grödenthal von 
18. bis zum beginnenden 20. Jahrhundert, o. c., p. 57.
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utensils. But their geographical radius was limited to a smaller territory than their male 
counterparts28. A larger proportion of women can be identified among the specific group of 
urban street and door-to-door traders, and in the Alpine countries we come across women 
such as the famous Croatian onion sellers (Beall 1975; Kaut 1970). According to official sta-
tistics in Silesia and Kranjska the number of licences issued to women peddlers exceeded 
those of their male counterparts (Gargas 1904: 183–184). One of the cases mainly associated 
in general awareness with women was the case of the peddlers of Lisen. Although male 
peddlers also operated in this area, it was the female Lisen peddlers who outwardly became 
the main representative – a symbol of the community.

The age range of peddlers included mainly people in the fourth to sixth decade of life. 
Among the peddlers who reported to the appropriate authorities of individual places we 
do not find any people so young that their age did not meet legal standards. This of course 
does not preclude their involvement in the operation of trade – this was done, however, on 
an illegal basis. For example the Lisen chronicler Eduard Lepl aptly captured the way Lisen 
girls were prepared for their profession: „Girls barely out of school put their baskets on their 
backs and start to learn the trade” (Altman 2007: 103–117). 

The number of active peddlers declined in the official reports after about the age of 
sixty. The need for good physical condition, the hardships associated with door-to-door 
trading and a number of other factors led to older people being less involved in the itinerant 
trade.

Even in this regard, we find differences between the types of door-to-door activities. In 
this way we can distinguish peddlers who spent most of the year travelling and for whom 
this trade meant the only source of livelihood, and the domestic manufacturers dedicated 
to peddlery only for short periods of time. One case of these occasional traders was František 
Březík of Kostelec u Štípy near Zlín, who at sixty-four sold home-made slippers door-to-
door in Central and Northern Moravia. In January 1899, we find him in Frenštát. Březík, 
however, was not the only elderly person peddling that year in that place. On April 11th and 
later 1st August 1899 a Jew named Majer Leser from Tarnów also arrived in that town. Like 
many of his fellow Jews from Galicia he bought local household rags. According to his ped-
dler license in that year he was seventy-four29.

The increase in the geographical area meant that merchants were away from home for 
longer. For people involved in the door-to-door sales of their own goods, although more 
remote locations increased the possibilities for sales and profits, at the same time there were 
problems with having a sufficient supply of goods. The situation could be resolved with rail 
transport or by setting up temporary storage, but these necessary expenses increased costs 
(Demetz 1987:21; Pavlištík 2005: 45). A somewhat different situation occurred for peddlers 
who focussed on commercially available goods (textiles, haberdashery), where they could 
just make a stop in a city with the appropriate supplier. 

During their travels vendors often had to endure harassment from some farmers who, 
because of their higher position socially and economically as members of a stable society, 
tended to be very condescending in order to magnify even more the unequal relationship 
and make the peddlers feel their subordinate positions. As peddlers of wooden utensils 
from Podřevnicka reminisced years later, it was not so much the hard living conditions of 
being a peddler as much as accusations like, „You should have looked for decent work”, which 
constituted the worst injustice (Pavlištík 2005: 44–45, 48–49).

28 State District Archives Vsetín. Legacy Fund of Josef Valek. Notes and documents on the map of Moravian 
Wallachia. Inventory No. 388, box 20.

29 State District Archives Nový Jičín. Fond Archive of Frenštát Radhoštěm. Reporting book for peddlers. 
Inventory number 215.
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Numerous statements of respondents are evidence that this work did not have a par-
ticularly high reputation in the general opinion of the rural population (Šebestová 1947: 
252). People placed peddlers on a par with other less honourable ambulatory activities – 
gypsy boiler smiths, itinerant musicians and jugglers. The villagers themselves saw this 
livelihood as only a partial solution to a dismal social situation. Peddlers, however, had to 
contend not only with the slights or disrespect of adult members of rural society. Even the 
children in the community, through observing adult behaviour, learned that a travelling 
hauzírník could very easily become an object of ridicule (Altman 2007:107). 

The low social status of peddlers is also demonstrated by some still surviving text boards 
written in Czech and German: Peddlery and begging forbidden! / Hausieren und betteln verboten! 

(Raesch 1897:46; Eckhardt 1912: 1). Even at the beginning of the 20th century the author of 
an article in some professional printed material for stallholders and peddlers complained 
of discrimination when they had to annually submit a new application for an extension of 
their peddler license. Even owning the license did not guarantee smooth operation of his 
business.

Vigilance undoubtedly formed on the basis of a number of their own experiences is 
confirmed by one of the memories of Joseph Rohrer in 1803. On his way from Galicia he met 
Slovak peddlers in Bielsko, who were refreshing their spirits in one of the taverns of the 
Silesian border towns. A Slovak hauzírník responded to the inquisitive glance of the travel-
ler, whom he assumed was an official, with an automatic submission of his licence without 
accompanying his actions with any questions. „... he took out his licence and handed it to me. 
What good is your licence to me, I said, I’ve got no right to look at it. Oh, excuse me, Sir, said the 
honest man, because you have such a beautiful fur coat and a big stick, I thought you were the Com-
missioner or the town clerk „ (Rohrer 1804: 252). 

The roots of this surviving negative view of the peddler can be seen in the 18th century. 
For example, an imperial patent of 10.5.1722 argued about the danger of the link between 
peddlers and criminals, who abused peddlers to cover up their activities and to explore the 
home environment of customers (Thaya 1884: 7). When especially during the 18th and 19th 
century there was a significant increase not only in the number of regular tradesmen, but 
also of many other, often dubious „travelling people of the world,” of course it did not contrib-
ute to improving the majority view on these people30.

However, this does not exclude that the villagers themselves – sometimes perhaps be-
cause of certain social empathy – still sometimes treated door-to-door traders leniently and 
kindly. Among the many memories we even have a friendly approach to selected peddlers 
documented31. As evidenced by contemporary testimony, perhaps every South Moravian 
village had a trusty peddler who called the locals by their first names (Altman 2007:108). 
Such a relationship is naturally built slowly. The principle of mutual respect and fairness 
applied to both sides. Satisfaction with the quality of goods and the seller’s behaviour, of 
course, along with his regular visits, showed itself not only in their willingness to purchase 
the goods offered, but also in other „bonuses”. Refreshments or lunch were the most fre-
quent kindnesses and when evening came they were offered a bed32. Although this might 

30 Cf. for example, memories of the itinerant profession in the first half of the 20th century, as were con-
tained in the responses to a questionnaire on the traditional order of village life before collectivization. – Archive 
of the Czech Ethnological Society, Prague. Answer to the big questionnaire no. 21 (Traditional order of everyday 
life in the peasant yard and villages / towns / in the period before the socialist collectivization of agriculture).

Joseph Rohrer (1804), Bemerkungen auf einer Reise von der Türkischen Granz über die Bukowina Ost und 
durch Westgalizien, Silesia and Moravia nach Wien. Vienna: Anton Pichler, p. 252. 

31 Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. Answer to the big questionnaire No. 21. Rudíkov. Reg-
istration number 502/86. Šenov. Registration number 307/86. Zárubnice. Registration number 465/86. 

32 For example, Miroslav Robeš of Šaratice recalled how a seller of wooden utensils Josef Sedlak of Držkova 
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take the form of mere straw spread out in the parlour or on the kitchen floor, it was already 
proof of a different approach than that which applied to beggars and other wandering 
passers-by. As the memory from Milotice related to the early 20th century affirms, unlike 
itinerant vendors, such people were only shown a place in the cowshed33.

The householder and the housekeeper were happy when the seller helpfully gave infor-
mation about events in the region and afar. Over the years reputable peddlers built up 
regular customers in almost every village, where in addition to sales they had at least a sym-
bolic base, and an opportunity for some rest and refreshments (Pavlištík 2005: 44). However, 
those sellers who deliberately abused the sentiments of customers and when haggling de-
liberately mentioned their poverty, sick children, etc., did not usually build up trust with 
the customers. Although in the short term this „social pressure” possibly contributed to the 
successful conclusion of the transaction, a better price or something additional in the form 
of food, if it was repeated or was a stable part of the communication with the customer, it 
led to the rejection of those peddlers34.

Of course, living conditions accompanying peddlery were complicated by many factors 
– not only due to society’s negative attitude towards this professional group. During their 
journey they had to endure bad weather, a poor communication network, and uncertainty 
where they could last out another night. Their business was also hampered by restrictions 
– particularly those that determined how a seller’s goods were transported. The ability to 
endure the difficulties of the itinerant trade was individual, and showed itself not only in 
the person’s physical condition, but also in mental stress associated with peddlery. The 
length of the stay away from home also had an influence to some extent. While some sellers 
set off only on short trips and after two or three days or a week they returned home, others 
took significantly longer routes, sometimes even beyond the borders of their own country. 
Many a peddler spent much of his life in this way. 

A factor which contributed in no small part to the generally low reputation of the door-
to-door trade was the large proportion of Jewish merchants, particularly among traders 
coming from other countries. Their high representation primarily in the sale of certain com-
modities (haberdashery, textile leftovers, or purchase of rags, cattle and some others) (Gar-
gas 1904: 60, 185; Volny 1836: 219; Setinský 2007: 40; Dokoupilová 2004: 114–143) was also 
reflected in the adverse reactions of the authorities35. Both the Christian peddlers and their 
Jewish counterparts often belonged to the socially disadvantaged sections of society. Ped-
dlery thus became an effective tool to ensure the economic stability of less wealthy Jewish 
families.

The Jewish share in peddlery grew despite various restrictions from the 18th century 
and reached its peak mainly in the following century, when there was a gradual reduction 
of individual official restrictions on the number of Jews in the door-to-door trade (Basch 
1917: 112–122; Pěkný 2001: 296–306) . The patent of Emperor Joseph II. in the summer of 
1787 certainly contributed to the growth in the number of Jewish peddlers, as already in its 
second paragraph it allowed Jews to operate freely in this profession in the territory of the 

slept regularly in their family – Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. Answer to the big question-
naire No. 21. Šaratice. Registration number 330/89.

33 „…And sometimes the family paid the price that he left lice in the borrowed blanket, so the whole family 
got lice.” – Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. The answer to the big questionnaire No. 21. Hlučín. 
Registration number 796/86. Ibid, Milotice. Registration number 827/86. 

34 Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. The answer to the big questionnaire No. 21. Bystřice 
Pernstejnem. Registration number 609/86 

35 Moravian Provincial Archives, Brno. Fond B14 – Moravian Governor’s Office (elder). Authorisation for 
doorstep licences. Inventory number 2113, 39/5 signature 39/5. Museum of Kroměřížsko on 12 November 2003 
Zlín – Kromeriz: 
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Crown Lands of Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia. In other provinces they could act as sales-
men only in the Crown country where they were settled36. As years went on, however, the 
extent of this territory varied. Especially regions adjacent to the territory of Galicia, or lo-
calities situated on roads linking the Habsburg province of Central Moravia and Vienna 
showed, in the late 19th and early 20th century significantly more Jewish peddlers from 
Galicia focussing mainly on buying old rags or drapery. Just in 1899 and 1900, according to 
official records preserved, almost twenty hauzírník Jews originating from Galicia visited, for 
example, Frenštát pod Radhoštěm. The number of local peddlers was much smaller, and 
moreover they belonged to the nearby Jewish communities (e.g. Prostějov, Hranice na 
Moravě)37 . 

By their appearance and other external signs (clothing, headdress and beards), Jews 
from Galicia contributed to the formation of some of the negative stereotypes surrounding 
this group. Considering, moreover, that the buying of leather, old rags, and bones was often 
accompanied by a strange and often unpleasant odour, it is no wonder that the arrival of 
such a Jewish merchant did not always bring much enthusiasm among members of the vil-
lage community.

When evaluating the high proportion of Jewish peddlers the organizations, friendliness 
and solidarity of their fellow Jews certainly played a role, but at the same time it gave Chris-
tians in general a feeling that Jews were „controlling” this form of livelihood. It was often 
religious beliefs which limited them in their business. Many retailers only had a limited 
geographical area of work which they were able to handle within one working week – from 
Sunday to the next Friday. Also, because of this, many of these peddlers directed their ac-
tivities to ensuring that one day they would be able to exchange the life of a hausírník for 
that of a „solid” stable merchant (Schmidt 1987: 229–250; Lederer 1913: 143–152). 

The focus of peddlers especially on the rural population naturally required adaptation 
to the requirements of not only the consumer, but also the specific composition of the vari-
ous phases of the working days and holidays of the rural population. While some com-
modities had constant sales throughout the year, for others, on the other hand, seasonal 
fluctuations could be observed. A lower frequency of visits during the winter months can 
be seen, for example, in the visits of the haberdashery Brothers, who came to Moravia from 
Slovakia and other countries of Southeast Europe. They often used to be seen at the begin-
ning of spring38. Perhaps the most obvious seasonality of visits amongst peddlers was in the 
case of timber marketing tools (scythe handles, rakes, hay forks, etc.). The demand for them 
increased as a rule before the start of the work for which they were used. In this case, it was 
best to make use of this time of need with the timely goods on offer. Producers of wooden 
utensils were often small farmers and landless people from the mountainous regions of 
Moravia and Silesia. The end of autumn and winter represented for them a period when 
they could focus intensively on the production of these tools. With the onset of spring and 
an improvement in the accessibility of roads it was time to leave home with their goods to 
sell (Pavlištik 2005:45). 

36 Moravian Provincial Archives, Brno. Fond B17 – Governor’s palace. Patents. Peddlery. Signature H1, 
karton 44. Philipp Otto von Ottenthal (1828), Der Hausier-Handel in Oesterreich, o. c., p. 55–57, JONTES , G.: Hau-
sieren und Betteln verboten! Wanderhändler in der Steiermark, c. d., p. 289.

37 State District Archives New raj. Fond Archive of Frenštát Radhoštěm. Reporting book for peddlers. In-
ventory number 215. The most frequently cited region of origin was Tarnów, or its surroundings. For earlier 
periods cf. for example., the State District Archive Frýdek-Místek. Fond Místek District Office. Records of the 
issuance of permits to peddlers 1860–1883. Inventory number 69.

38 Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. The answer to the big questionnaire no. 21 Násedlov-
ice. Registration number 440/86. Ibid. Slušovice. Registration number 496/86. 
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The period of main work on the field was certainly not one of those periods of the year 
when the farmer had enough time to be persuaded about the pressing need to buy this or 
that product, or to haggle about the price. The traders themselves realized that, and in the 
interest of successful transactions preferred to choose convenient times when there was no 
threat that the farmer would dismiss them because of urgent work. 

The type of goods offered was largely conditioned by the frequency of visits of the ped-
dlers to the area. Some came only once, twice or three times a year, while others appeared 
at more regular intervals, sometimes monthly or weekly (Heimrichova 2000: 33). Hardly 
any country village in Moravia or Silesia in the 19th or early 20th century did not record 
a peddler’s visit at least once a week.

Like other components of itinerant trading we can trace sophisticated strategies even in 
the selection of appropriate and inappropriate moments to visit potential customers. Ped-
dlers’ visits took place primarily on weekdays. Sundays and holidays were respected as an 
inappropriate time to conclude transactions, even though the rule used to be occasionally 
broken by some traders according to eyewitnesses, as during the working week there was 
often not enough time for trading39. The time of the visit by itinerant traders was also deter-
mined by the socio-professional status of the target group of customers. Mostly working 
class locations had to be visited primarily on Sundays, which was the only day off for the 
local population (Gargas 1904: 172–173). 

One of the fundamental requirements of a successful peddler lay in the ability to choose 
the most appropriate time to visit during the day. Experienced sellers, who over the years 
had created a regular route for their peddlery, were already sufficiently familiar with the 
local conditions and practices that they mostly managed to reach the farmers and house-
keepers at the right time. An ideal period of the day to visit seemed to be lunch time40 . 
Landlords generally stayed on their farms at this time and so there was more time for the 
successful conclusion of trade.

Personal experience and knowledge passed on by previous generations of peddlers 
were at the root of the specific behaviour that characterised these vendors – often independ-
ent of the goods they sold. In comparison with market vendors they had the disadvantage 
that they came to the customer’s home environment. The calling out that accompanied the 
arrival of a trader in the village played a vital and irreplaceable role, with one purpose: to 
attract initial attention and lure buyers out from their homes. But sometimes they had no 
choice but to actually go systematically round from house to house offering their products. 
And this reality was often at the root of the reluctance of some occasional peddlers (e.g. 
domestic manufacturers of wooden utensils, etc.) to engage in such a specific form of sales. 
Occasional peddlers from the ranks of small domestic manufacturers, who went out to sell 
their own products, generally showed greater diffidence than the people for whom ped-
dlery was their main and only job and who were dependent on it for their living. More than 
once we would come across the statement that rather than haggling over the price they 
would prefer not to sell something. They often felt that this form of selling, which some-
times verged on pleading with people, was more like wandering from one house to another 

39 Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. The answer to the big questionnaire No. 21. Moravianp. 
Registration number 418/86. Ibid. Myslibořice. Registration number 348/86. Ibid. Ratiskovice. Registration 
number 113/87. As evidenced by the agreement between the Jewish and Christian tailors in Bučovicích of 1755, 
according one of the sections of this Convention all Jewish peddlery was prohibited under penalty of a fine on 
Sundays and public holidays. – Jiří Setinský (2007), Dohoda mezi židovskými a křesťanskými krejčími v Bučovicích 
v roce 1755. o. c., p. 43.

40 Archive of the Czech Ethnological Society, Praha. The answer to the big questionnaire No. 21. Bohu-
milice. Registration number 18/87. The popularity of midday visits to peasant farms has been documented from 
the German environment. WEBER-KELLERMANN, I.: Landleben im 19. Jahrhundert, c. d., p. 318. 
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begging. Time or financial difficulties, however, sometimes resulted in situations where in 
the interest of making a definite sale they gave up haggling after the first attempt and pre-
ferred to sell their goods below cost, just to get some money (Pavlištík 2005: 48). For these 
reasons they were also willing to cede a part of the profit to an intermediary trader, rather 
than go themselves from house to house ( Pavlištík 2005: 44) Jewish hauzírníci did not usu-
ally admit this feeling, instead displaying their persistence.

Moving the act of closing the transaction from a public space into a private one put the 
itinerant seller at a disadvantage in many respects. He addressed potential customers in 
their domestic environment. The security of their home environment weakened the likeli-
hood of customers of closing the purchase, as they could resist the temptation of buying 
attractive purchases for longer. The seller had to expend more effort in persuading the cus-
tomer of the necessity of buying the product offered.

Obviously, the ability to offer attractive products and mainly to convince the customer 
always depended not only the experience of the hauzírník, but also on his own ability, ver-
bosity and some other requirements regarding distinctive behaviour and reasoning. With 
regular traders the local population particularly appreciated rather informal two-way com-
munication, evolving beyond a pure business relationship and penetrating to topics about 
their personal, family, or community and business life. On the other hand the desperate ef-
fort of peddlers to force their goods on customers accompanied by extra intensive persua-
sion was seen by some customers as an unpleasant intrusion, which generally disadvantaged 
the peddler’s status as a trader and contributed to the formation of a not very positive im-
age. Often, these complaints were primarily associated with Jewish peddlers, although in 
this respect the differences in religion and ethnicity of the peddlers certainly played a role. 
Reducing the originally set price was not always perceived as positive among customers. 
Significant differences were often interpreted by people as unfair business practices or busi-
ness strategies (Moravcowa 1990: 105, which of course reduced the credibility of the ped-
dler and contributed to the formation of adverse stereotypical views of this group of 
traders.

During the first half of the 20th century we see a gradual decline in the itinerant trade. 
Causes can be found in the new constitutional arrangements and the creation of new state 
borders and other economic and legal barriers after 1918. Industrialization also had an in-
fluence and generally the economic and social conditions in areas with greater incidence of 
tradesmen improved. In the second half of the 20th century in Moravia and Silesia only 
some specific forms of itinerant trade survived, e.g. buying fur from small livestock breed-
ers. With the change of the political situation after 1989, we see occasional activities of mod-
ern peddlers (e.g. laundry detergent, cleaning products, clothing, fruit and vegetables), 
although some municipalities have restricted their activity in recent years.
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