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The XVIII General Chapter of the Society of the Divine Word chose 
the motto: "«The Love of Christ Impels Us» (2Cor 5:14): Rooted in the 
Word, Committed to His Mission".

My impression of our day to day life as an SVD missionary is 
that we would like to start implementing this motto from its second 
part which means from being committed to Christ's mission. However, 
the biographies of the saints who made a lasting impact on people's 
life as well as the intuition of our founder, Saint Arnold Janssen tells 
something completely different (see e.g. Const. of SVD, 205, 219.1, 312, 
409ff., 416, 510). It tells us that "Apostolic service will bear fruit when it 
is accompanied by our dwelling with the Lord in silence and recollec
tion" (cf. Const. of SVD 409).

I got interested in the book of the Benedictine Father Luke Bell 
because it goes with my personal interest which I tried to develop in my 
doctoral thesis on the significance of mercy in evangelization. Indeed, 
the book demonstrates how to grow in compassion and make mercy

1 In 1991 joined the Mission Seminary of the Divine Word Missionaries in 
Pieniężno. 2002 -  ordained a priest and went to missionary work in Ghana. 
2008 -  began licentiate studies in Rome. He was a rector and lecturer at the 
Interdiocesan Seminary in Tamale (Ghana). 2018 -  obtained doctorate in dog
matic theology at the Gregorian University: The Primary Role o f M ercy in the 
Evangelizing Mission o f the Church. The «Creativity in Charity» o f St. John Paul II 
and the «Language of M ercy» o f Pope Francis.

mailto:wladyslawmadziar@yahoo.com


322 Władysław Madziar SVD

an integral part of our Christian life so that our evangelization will be 
authentic.

Surprisingly, the author points not to an action but to the 
importance of solitude and praying from the heart (cf. p. XIV). It is 
a special moment of "time not given to planning for another time" 
(p. XV) and not "abandoning one's duties" but rather it goes about "the 
sense of life" (p. XV). Fr. Luke stresses that in our life a basic role is 
played by our relationship with the Lord. The importance is given not 
to us but to the Lord. In that way we gradually understand reality. 
In prayer we begin to see what God reveals.

To see the surrounding reality well we need more than one eye; 
we need the eyes of God and the eyes of others (p. 12). The international 
communities of SVDs give an excellent opportunity for that. Thus 
avoiding the static and closed view of ourselves we open to growth 
and maturation (cf. p. 12). We Christians of today as well as we reli
gious think that being exposed to the external world is so important 
for being with the people. However, being continuously exposed to the 
external world brings disharmony and doesn't permit full union with 
God. Prayer helps to put things in order and discover the temporality 
of this world. It is a search for the things which will not pass (cf. p. 25). 
Being in God gives us a new perspective to look at the realities of this 
world. We are not preoccupied with them because we know that they 
won't last. Moreover, it gives us a freedom to move from one place to 
another and from one task to another (cf. p. 25). It is very pertinent for 
missionaries who live this kind of life.

An SVD missionary being inspired by a Benedictine monk? 
It sounds too abstract or not compatible. Yet, if we continuously deepen 
the call of the XVIII General Chapter to being "rooted in the Word" 
then it won't be us who impel ourselves to move towards the people 
but the love of Christ which can touch human hearts and transform 
them. If we root ourselves in the Word then we can be truly a rock 
for those who are experiencing the storms of life. Remaining in God 
is therefore "the foundation of all good work" (p. 16). Through prayer 
we become aware that our power comes not from us but from relying 
on God (cf. p. 28). Yet, abiding in the Lord is more than just staying in 
a house (p. 38). Therefore, a person who abides in God, even an old 
or infirm person, can be of a great help to others because he transmits 
God's life to others (p. 58).

The author rounds up his reflection around the days of the week. 
In the reflection of the Benedictine monk every day has a unique role 
to play. It may be a subtle advice to the well-balanced and organized
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life. In the course of days we need to undertake a fight because "virtue 
is won in battle" (p. 37).

Fr. Luke argues clearly for his conviction that only from being 
with the Lord and loving him, the Christian is empowered to care for 
others (cf. p. 29). We are assured that it is love that lasts not selfishness 
(p. 33). Opening our heart to everything that Jesus wants to give us is 
possessing knowledge greater than anything in this world (p. 30). It's 
a valuable lecture because it directs our thoughts and our preoccupa
tions towards the true existence and the realities which truly matter in 
life. It reminds us about the great value of the liturgy that helps us to 
experience different and more profound dimensions of life. The worth
while emphasis in this book is the fact that Jesus is not discouraged 
from entering the house of Zacchaeus who is a sinner (cf. Lk 19:7). Jesus 
wants to enter into a relation with us though we are sinners. It is signifi
cant also for every missionary. One is called not because he or she is 
free of blemish but because Jesus wants to dwell with him/her. God is 
present in every person, but we do not always recognize it (p. 61).

The book invites us to learn ever more about prayer and to love 
praying (e.g. p. 67). It not only reminds the reader about the essential 
role of prayer but also shows the practical way of how to stay with God. 
It explains in profound words what the XVIII General Chapter wanted 
us to make part of our daily life. Not surprisingly a Benedictine monk 
sustains that with the contemplative spirit that makes this world alive 
(cf. p. 17). Being in God makes of us people who love and it is love 
that transforms everything -  daily duties, hardship and suffering, and 
brings it to another level.


