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REPORT

The Organ Department of 
the Academy of Music in Cra-
cow has been organizing a se-
ries of International Scientific 
Conferences under the title 
“The Art of Organ Construc-
tion” for several years now. 
The sixth conference of this 
series took place on December 
11-12, 2019. 

The first session (Decem-
ber 11) was held in the Senate 
Hall of the Academy of Mu-
sic in Cracow. It was opened 
by Prof. Dariusz Bąkowski-
Kois, Ph.D., head of the Or-
gan Department. The first 
lecture was delivered by Lidia 
Książkiewicz, the titular or-
ganist of the Notre Dame Ca-
thedral in Laon. She presented 
the organ culture of Paris and 
provinces at the turn of the 
17th and 18th centuries. The second to speak was Jarosław Raczek, MSc Eng., 
organist of the Corpus Christi Basilica in Cracow. He outlined the history and 
current state of the local organ, which is the largest instrument in Cracow in 
terms of the number of pitches. In the evening, at the end of the first session, an 
organ concert was staged in the Jesuit Basilica in Cracow. Lidia Książkiewicz, 
MA, chiefly performed works by French composers. 

The 6th International Scientific  
Conference on The Art of Organ Building
(December 11-12, 2019 in Cracow)
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The second session (December 
12) was held in organ room No. 
319 in the building of the Acad-
emy of Music in Cracow. A lecture 
by Dr. Ton van Eck, organist at the 
Cathedral of St. Bavo in Haarlem, 
was centered on the golden age 
of Dutch organ construction and 
was illustrated with numerous 
examples. Piotr Matoga, a musi-
cology student at the University 
of Opole and author of studies on 
the history of organs in Cracow, 
discussed the work of organ mas-
ter Bartłomiej Juszkiewicz in rela-
tion to instruments built in Lesser 
Poland in the second half of the 
17th century. He also presented 
new information on this subject 
and verified some incorrect theses 
from earlier studies. Jacek Sajka, 
MA, organist at the church of St. 
Catherine in Cracow, presented 
the history of the local organs. It is 
particularly abundant as at present 
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the church of St. Catherin and the 
neighboring monastery houses as 
many as five instruments in total. 
The speech of Mr. Paweł Paster-
nak, Ph.D. student at the Fryderyk 
Chopin University of Music in 
Warsaw, concerned the activity of 
organ master Wacław Biernacki 
in the dioceses of Cracow and 
Tarnów. In the last speech, Dr. 
Arkadiusz Bialic presented the 
concept of the organ in the Cracow 
Corpus Christi Basilica in relation 
to Tadeusz Machl compositional 
output. The second session of the 
conference ended with an evening 
concert at the Holy Cross church 
in Cracow. Renaissance and Ba-
roque music was performed by Dr. 
Ton van Eck.

The conference was an oppor-
tunity to get acquainted with the 
results of research by scientists 
from various centers. Numerous 
questions and a long discussion 
attested to the interest among the 
listeners. 

Piotr Matoga,  
Bronisław Rutk�owsk�i
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REPORT

The Symphonic Schlag organ  
in the Church of Peace in Świdnica.  
Musical phenomenon

Rich baroque prospectus, moving figurines of drumming angels and the 
sound of the entire symphonic orchestra. The organ of the Peace Church in 
Świdnica is celebrating its 110th birthday this year (2019). The instrument 
built by the organ company from Świdnica Schlag & Söhne is one of the most 
splendid elements of the temple’s interior. Unique acoustics and tradition of 
the annual International Schlag Organ Festivals makes The Church of Peace 
also the Temple of Music. 

The symphonic organ in the Church of Peace in Świdnica was built in 
1909 by the organbuilder Oscar Schlag and his company Schlag & Söhne from 
Schweidnitz (Świdnica), existing since 1869. It is also the «Opus Magnum» of 
the Company. The largest and most modern organ built by Oscar Schlag for 
his native parish of the Church of Peace. The rich history of the Schlag family 
in Świdnica began with the first significant order from this church. The family 
grave of The Schlag Family is located a few steps from the temple. The organ 
from 1909 was created in a historic organ case with a baroque façade from the 
previous instrument – the barock organ of Peter Zeitzius. 

According to the funding of EEA Grants by the Parish of The Church of 
Peace in 2014–2016, organbuilding company Scheffler from Sieversdorf car-
ried out the renovation of the instrument. On July 31, 2016, after the Sunday 
service, the inauguration concert was performed by the cantor of the Peace 
Church, Maciej Bator. Since then, the instrument has been used several hun-
dred times a year during liturgies and concerts (organ festivals and private 
events). 

Throughout the year, organized groups of tourists from around the world, 
mostly Japanese, Germans and Americans come to visit the Church of Peace 
in Świdnica. It is possible to order an organ concert, 15-, 20-, 30-, or 60-min-
ute concerts on Schlag organ, on baroque altar organ, or on both. Optionally, 
the concert is divided into two parts (using two instruments), or played by 
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two organists, together 
and in dialogue. From 
August 2018 to Septem-
ber 2019, there has been 
more than 230 private 
organ concerts ordered 
by tourist groups on the 
Symphonic Organ of 
the Peace Church. In the 
summer season, private 
concerts take place al-
most every day, or even 
a few concerts daily. New 
Year’s concerts are also a tradition. Despite the frost (the church is not heated 
and there is often sub-zero temperatures in January), guests order about 15 
concerts, usually from December 29 to January 3. 

The organ also accompanies all the most important events of the year: in 
addition to sacral celebrations and Church ceremonies, it is played in rep-
resentative situations. Official guests, delegations, diplomats and politicians 
visiting Świdnica listen to concerts performed especially for them. 

Over the past five years, dignitaries, chancellors, prime ministers and lords 
of states have listened to organ music in the Church of Peace (Charles VI Gus-
tav, Dalai Lama XIV, Rudy Giuliani, Jolanta Kwaśniewska, Angela Merkel, 
Ewa Kopacz and others). 

Two cycles of organ concerts take place regularly at the Peace Church in 
Świdnica: Schlag Festival and The Symphonic Organs of the Church of Peace 
organized by the Good Music Foundation and the organists Zuzanna and 
Maciej Bator. 

The goal of the Schlag Festival is to promote heritage of the organ company 
Schlag & Söhne from Świdnica. Houndert years ago, the company built organs 
for many different countries: until today instruments from the Świdnica’s fac-
tory are used in Mexico and South Africa. The concerts of „The Symphonic 
Organ of the Church of Peace» aim to show the unique, orchestral possi-
bilities of this instrument. The concerts program is dominated by symphonic 
music, organ transcriptions and film music. 

2019, as part of the scholarship of the Minister of Culture, Zuzanna Bator 
performed 11 concerts at the Church of Peace for school’s and kindergar-
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ten groups. The concert’s 
programm included tran-
scriptions of organ mu-
sic. The students could 
touch and see the instru-
ment also from the inside 
– the engine, bellows, and 
pipes.

Concerts as part of 
organ festivals in the 
Church of Peace gather  
a large audience: from 
150 to over 800 people. The listeners are an enthusiastic group of music 
lovers. Since 2016 they have been building an unusual atmosphere around 
Świdnica’s organs. 

Świdnica becomes an international organ center attracting artists and lis-
teners from around the world. I invite you to visit this amazing place in Lower 
Silesia. I cordially invite you to the Schlag Festival concerts and other events 
organized by the Good Music Foundation and the Peace Church in Świdnica. 

For more information visit the websides:
www.kosciolpokoju.pl
www.fundacjadobrejmuzyki.pl
www.zuzannabator.pl

Zuzanna Bator
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