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Soviet deportations of OUN family members from Western
Ukraine in 1940-1952

ANDRIY KOHUT
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Kiev, Ukraine

Abstract: The analysis of new archival records from the “KGB archives” in
Ukraine, made it possible to further study the deportation policy of the USSR in
occupied Western Ukraine in 1940-1952. Along with campaigns and operations,
there is a need to single out such a method of persecution by the Soviet special
services as day-to-day deportations. It can be verified that there were three such
deportation campaigns carried out in Western Ukraine. The first and third cam-
paigns were carried out to clear the territory from “hostile elements” of the
Polish population and the local elites of the Second Polish Republic, as well as the
class enemies of the communist regime - the kulaks (well-to-do farmers). The
second campaign was launched in response to the activity of the OUN resistance.
During 1941 and 1944-1952, two deportation operations were carried out (22
May 1941, and Operation “Zapad” (“West”), 21-23 October 1947), and two cam-
paigns of deportation in the format of the day-to-day activity of the Soviet special
services (1944-1946 and 1948-1952). During the deportation campaign against
the OUN family members, 66,448 families (or 205,938 persons) were exiled from
Western Ukraine. The main purpose of the forced expulsion was the complete
elimination of the Ukrainian anti-Soviet insurgency.

Keywords: Soviet deportations, Western Ukraine, soviet secret services, NKVD,
MGB, KGB archives, operation “Zapad” (“West”), Organization of Ukrainian Na-
tionalist, Ukrainian Insurgent Army, OUN families.
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The first wave of the opening of Soviet archives in the late 1980s and
early 1990s enabled more detailed research regarding forced expulsions
as a method of persecution and counterinsurgency widely used by the
Soviet communist regime. Results of such studies, including the ones on
deportations from Western Ukraine, have been summarised in several
sourcebooks, multiple articles, and monographs. By using available his-
torical information, historians have outlined the main stages of the de-
portation policy, determined the general procedure applied to victims of
persecution, and estimated the number of persons forcibly displaced to
the “remote regions of the [USSR]".1

1 Historiography reviews: WROBEL, Piotr: Class War or Ethnic Cleansing? Soviet
Deportations of Polish Citizens from the Eastern Provinces of Poland, 1939-1941 In: The
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Soviet deportations of OUN family members from Western Ukraine in 1940-1952

At the same time, limited access to the archives of the Soviet Union’s
security agencies and its further restriction, especially in Russia after
the 2000s, have left many unexplored topics and debatable research
hypotheses.

The archival information on forced expulsions in the Soviet Union,
unearthed and explored by the mid-2000s, has been compiled in a pecu-
liar summary publication - a collection of documents “Stalinist Deporta-
tions. 1928-1953”, edited with the support of the Alexander Yakovlev
Foundation (“Democracy” International Foundation) in 2005 as part of
the “Russia. XX Century. Documents” series.

The methodological approaches used for compiling and designing
this publication were largely based on the monograph by the Russian re-
searcher Pavel Polian, published in Russian and English.2 A striking ex-
ample illustrating the gap in data, used as a foundation of this work, is
the lack of any references to the largest post-War II deportation - oper-
ation “Zapad” (“West”), when 26,332 families (77,791 persons) were de-
ported from Western Ukraine on 21-26 October 1947. Moreover, Po-
lian’s book omits 1947, as his section “Compensatory forced migrations
in 1941-1946” is followed by the section “Ethnic and other deportations
after the Second World War, 1949-1953".3

The sourcebook “Stalinist Deportations. 1928-1953” already pro-
vides some evidence about deportations from Western Ukraine in 1947,
albeit somewhat inaccurate. The data on the number of evictees (rather
precise) is given for August-September, but not for October 1947.4

The situation with operation “Zapad” generally reflects the state of
research concerning forced expulsions from Western Ukraine, especially
in the final stages of World War II and in the post-war period. There are
only a handful of articles describing this deportation operation and other
forced expulsions®. There is little or no mentions of operation “Zapad” in

Polish Review. vol. 59, no. 2 (2014), pp. 24-25; JIOBEHS, Osnbra: [enopTanii HaceseHHs
Yxpainu (1920-Ti - noyatok 1950-x pp.): ictopiorpaciunuii acnekT In: Kuigcvki icmopuyHi
cmydii. Ne 1 (6), 2018, c. 110-120.

2 [10JI51H, MaBen: He no ceoeli gos1e: Hcmopusi u 2eozpagusi npuHyoumeabHbIx Muzpayutl 8
CCCP. Mocksa : OT'H, 2001, 326 c; POLIAN, Pavel: Against Their Will: The History and
Geography of Forced Migrations in the USSR. Budapest : Central European University Press,
2004, 444 p.

3 POLIAN, P.: Against Their Will..., p. 157-164.

+T10B0J1b, Hukounatii - [10JI51H, [1aBen (eds.): CmaauHckue denopmayuu. 1928-1953. MockBa
: MO/J: MaTtepuk, 2005, c. 795.

5 BAXAH, Oner: «..Ham gopiknysau y LK KII(6)Y, mo mu mano 6epemo...»: Jlo 70-piqus
MacoBoi genopTalii HaceJieHHs1 3axifjHOI YkpaiHu MiJi KoJ0BOI0 Ha3Bow «3axiz». In: 3
apxieie BYYK-I'TIY-HKB/-KT'b. Ne 2, 2012, c. 182-240; BAYKAH, Oster: Onepanis «3axigy»:
o 75-piuus fenoprauii HaceseHHs 3axifgHoi YkpaiHu y Biagasneni paitonn CPCP. In:
Ykpaina XX cm.: kyabmypa, ideosozis, nonimuka. Bun. 18,2013, c. 338-347; BAYKAH, Ouer:
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the English-language historiography. For example, A. Statiev’s paper on
countering the anti-communist insurgent movement in western parts of
the Soviet Union mentions this operation as one of the reasons for the
increase in cases of villagers joining the collective farms.® At the same
time, the subsequent deportation operations, such as “Vesna” (“Spring”)
in Lithuania on 22 May 1948, “Priboy” (“Surf”) in the Baltic States on 29
January 1949, and “Sever” (“North”) in Moldova on 1 April 1951 have
been studied much more extensively?’.

Meanwhile, the authors of “Stalin Deportations. 1928-1953” sug-
gested a conceptual framework for the classification of deportation prac-
tices. In particular, Polian identified two types of measures that existed
in the USSR for implementing the deportation policy - operations and
campaigns. According to him, a deportation operation implies expulsion
of a strictly categorized contingent of people, carried out within specified
terms and on a fixed territory by forceful or coercive means and follow-
ing premeditated scenario or plan, and usually formalized in official reg-
ulatory acts by state or communist party institutions. Such operations
typically were very large and required additional resources — human (se-
curity, party, or military apparatus), logistical, and financial. These oper-
ations, according to Polian, were the main unit of the Soviet Union’s de-
portation policy®.

Onepariis «3axiz» — anored JenopTaLiliHUX aKIii paJsHCbKUX CIELCAYyKO Ha 3aXiJHOYK-
paiHcbkux 3eMuisix (1940-1950-i poku). In: PeabinimoeaHi icmopieto. Y 27 momax. /legiecbka
obsaacms. KHuza 2: m. Bopucaas, Bpodiecbkuil patioH. JIbBiB : AcTposisibis, 2014, c. 127-141;
MAPYYK, Irop. Onepanisa «3axia» Ha TepuTopii PiBHeHCcbKOI 0o6JiacTi. In: PeabinimosaHi
icmopiero. PigheHcbka o6aacmu. KH. 7. Kep. ko ynopsa. A.A. XKus'iok, PiBne, 2017, c. 219-
228; MYCIEHKO, Ipuna: JenopTtauii HaceseHHa 3 TepuTopii IliBHIYHOI BykoBUHHM Ta
XotuHwuHU B 1941-1951 pp. In. Ykpaiucvkuli anbmanax. Warszawa, 2010, s. 187-201;
COPOKA, HOpiit: HacunbHUIIbKe BHCeJIeHHS HaceJleHHs 3axiJHOYKpaiHCbKUX 3eMesb y
1940-1950-x pokax In: BicHuk Kuiscbkozo HayioHasbHo20 yHigepcumemy imeHi Tapaca
Lleguenka. Icmopis. 91-92/2007, c. 124-125.

6 STATIEV, Alexander: The Soviet Counterinsurgency in the Western Borderlands. New York,
Cambridge, 2010, p. 177-178.

7 FUSTEIL Nicolae: Persecutarea organizatiei religioase “Martorii lui lehova”. Operatia
“Sever” (1951) in RSSM. Chisiniu : Cuvantul-ABC, 2013, 260 p.; MALKSOO, Lauri: Soviet
Genocide? Communist Mass Deportations in the Baltic States and International Law. In:
Leiden Journal of International Law. 14 (2001), pp. 757-787; MERTELSMANN, Olaf - RAHI-
TAMM, Aigi: Soviet mass violence in Estonia revisited. In: Journal of Genocide Research.
11:2-3 (2009), pp.307-322; RAHI-TAMM, Aigi. - KAHAR, Andres: The Deportation
Operation “Priboi” in 1949. In: Estonia since 1944: Report of the Estonian International
Commission for the Investigation of Crimes Against Humanity. Tallinn : Estonian Foundation
of Crimes against Humanity, 2009, pp. 361-389; STRODS, Heinrihs - KOTT, Matthew: The
file on operation “Priboi”: A re-assessment of the mass deportations of 1949. In: Journal of
Baltic Studies. 33:1 (2002), pp. 1-36.

8 [10JIfH, [MaBen: [lenopTauuu ¥ 3THUYHOCTD. In: CmasiuHckue denopmayuu. 1928-1953.
Coct. HJI. Tlo60b, [1.M. ITosstH, MockBa : M®/I: Matepuk, 2005, c. 11.
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Pavel Polian further viewed a deportation campaign as an all-around
set of individual deportation operations, united by the similitude of de-
ported contingents, sometimes separated in time and space®. Within the
suggested approach, the historian outlined 130 deportation operations
falling into 52 all-around campaigns. According to the authors of “Stalin-
ist Deportations. 1928-1953", such conceptualization should help better
analyze the Soviet Union’s deportation policy and make further archival
search more efficient and meaningful.

Speaking of deportations from Western Ukraine, P. Polian and N.
Pobol distinguished four campaigns and nine operations (see Table 1
below).

The opening of Ukraine-based archives of the Soviet Union’s security
agencies due to “decommunization” and adoption of a corresponding law
on free access to the “KGB archives” enables further research of com-
munist deportations using the entire complex of surviving archives.11
These changes make it possible to examine the historical evidence of the
Soviet Union’s deportation policy, to analyze goals, objectives, and forms
of the communist regime’s expulsion practices throughout the active use
of expulsions in 1920-1952.

The opening of the KGB archives in Ukraine also allows verification
of Pavel Polian’s conceptual framework and provides for exploration of
specific campaigns and operations carried out in Western Ukraine that
he identified.

Key research issues include establishing interlinks between various
operations of forced expulsion of families of the OUN members and the
possibility of distinguishing them as a separate deportation campaign.

In broad terms, the history of deportations in Western Ukraine is ex-
tensive and diverse. At different times, forced expulsions targeted differ-
ent social strata (classes) and ethnic (national) communities. As a result
of annexation by the Soviet Union, the migration of the region’s popula-
tion was rather dynamic. In addition to deportations per se as an element
of persecution, one could observe other relocations of the population -
repatriations, so-called voluntary exchanges between the Soviet Union
and Germany, Romania, Czechoslovakia, and Poland, as well as resettle-
ments (evacuations) to other regions of Soviet Ukraine and the Soviet

9 TIOJIAH, I1.: lenopTaliiu ¥ 3ITHUYHOCTD..., C. 11.

10 [TOJIAH, I.: lenopTaliy ¥ STHUYHOCTb..., €. 11-12.

11 3akoH Ykpainu «IIpo goctyn [0 apxiBiB penpecMBHHUX OpraHiB KOMYHICTUYHOTO
ToTasiTapHoro pexxumy 1917-1991 pokiB». Online: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/sh
ow/316-19.

See also for example: KOT'YT, Auzpiit: lenoprauniiiHa onepauisi «3axifj» y xoBTHi 1947
poKy (3a mokyMeHTaMu ['any3eBoro aep:kaBHOro apxiBy Ciyx6u 6e3nekd Ykpainu). In:
Apxisu Ykpainu. Bum. 4 (321), 2019, c. 118-128.
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Table 1. Selection of deportation campaigns and operations in Western

Ukraine, Soviet Union!2.

Number
Index Title and period Date Characteristics (thou-
sand per-
sons)
XIV Sovietization Deportation of the Poles from
and clean-up of western regions of the Ukrainian
new western 10 Febru- and Belorussian SSR to the north Close to
borders: former ary 1940 of the European part of the USSR, 140
Polish and other the Urals, and Siberia
foreign nationals Deportation of the Poles from
(1940) western regions of the Ukrainian
9 apd 13 and Belorussian Soviet Socialist 61
April 1940 Republics to Qazaq and Uzbek
SSR
Deportation of refugees from Po-
land and western regions of the
29 June Ukrainian and Belorussian SSR 75
1940 to the north of the European part
of the USSR, the Urals, and Sibe-
ria
XVI Sovietization Deportation of counterrevolu-
and clean-up of tionaries and nationalists from
north-western 22 May Western Ukraine to South
and south-west- 1941 Qazagstan oblast, Krasnoyarsk 11
ern borders: the region, Omsk and Novosibirsk
Baltic States, oblasts
Western Deportation of counterrevolu-
Ukraine, West- tionaries and nationalists from
ern Belarus, 12-13 Moldovan SSR, Chernivtsi and Iz-
Moldova (1941) June 1941 | mail oblasts to Qazaq SSR, Komi 30
ASSR, Krasnoyarsk region, Omsk
and Novosibirsk oblasts
XXVI Deportation of Deportation of families of the
the OUN mem- April 1944 | OUN members (until 1946 inclu- 37
bers and their sive)
families (April August- Deportation of the OUN mem-
1944 - October September | bers and families of the OUN ac- 78
1948) 1947 tivists
Deportation of the OUN mem-
O;;of;r bers and families of the OUN ac- no data
tivists
XLIX Deportation of Deportation of kulaks (well-to-
kulaks from ar- do peasants) from the Baltic
eas annexed in October States, Moldova, Western
1939-1940 (Oc- 1951 Ukraine and Belarus to Krasno- 35
tober-December yarsk region, Yakutsk ASSR, Tyu-
1951) men oblast and Qazaq SSR

12 [I0BOJIb, H. - IOJIAH, I1. (eds.): CmaauHckue denopmayuu. 1928-1953, c. 789-798.
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Union, such as removal of residents from the 800-meter wide border
strip in 1940, with 20,524 households relocated as of 6 August 1940.13

Under the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, the Red Army crossed the USSR-
Poland border in September 1939 and after few clashes with the Polish
army and border guards, began its occupation of Western Ukraine and
Western Belarus, which had previously been under Polish rule. The So-
vietization of the newly annexed lands also involved the fight against the
so-called “counterrevolutionary elements”, which had to be removed
from the captured territory. Former representatives of the Polish admin-
istration, government officials, members of Polish, Ukrainian and Jewish
political parties and public organizations, major landowners and entre-
preneurs became victims of persecution aimed at “cleansing” the west-
ern part of the Soviet Union.

Preparations to repress the counterrevolutionaries began long before
the occupation of Western Ukraine. As early as the mid-1920s, foreign sec-
tions of communist secret services started drafting lists of those to be ar-
rested in the first place. After 17 September 1939 and before the opera-
tionalization of permanent NKVD structures, the task of elaborating such
lists was assigned to special operative-Chekist groups. Lavrentiy Beria’s
order No. 001064 on the formation of such groups to operate in the newly
occupied territories, was issued on 8 September 1939.14 The NKVD di-
rective No. 20177 of 15 September 1939, which specified objectives of
these groups immediately after they entered Western Ukraine, clearly or-
dered the arrest of “the most reactionary representatives of the govern-
ment administrations [...], governors [...], the leaders of counterrevolu-
tionary parties”.15 The list of such parties also included Belarusian and
Ukrainian ones, including the OUN. As a follow-up to identification and
registration of opponents of the Bolshevik regime and repressions against
them, on 5 November 1939 - one day before the formal establishment of
NKVD agencies in the western regions of the Ukrainian SSR, the Soviet
NKVD issued its order No. 0011353 “On fast-track measures for Western
Ukraine and Western Belorussia”, which clearly defined their mission: “To
expedite clearance of the territory... from hostile elements”.16

13 Deportacje obywateli polskich z Zachodniej Ukrainy i Zachodniej Biatorusi w 1940 roku.
Warszawa - Moskwa, 2003, s. 684.

14 T'amyseBui JepxaBHUM apxiB Cayx6u 6e3nexu Ykpainu (hereinafter [ZJA CBY), donp
16 «CekpetapiaT JIY YCPP-K/Ib YPCP, mm. Xapkis, Kuie» (hereinafter ¢. 16), om. 1, crip.
370, apk. 1-4.

15 TAHWUJIEHKO, Bacunb - KOKIH, Cepriii: PadsiHcbki opzaHu depaicasHoi 6esneku y 1939 -
uepgHi 1941 p.: dokymenmu IJJA Cb Ykpainu. Y. 1. KuiB : BugaBauuuit aimMm «Kueso-Moru-
JITHCbKa akazeMisi», 2013, c. 47.

16 1A CBY, donz 9 «HopmaTuBHO-IpaBoOBi Ta po3nopsgyi fokymentu BHK-K/B CPCP,
BYHK-K/ZIB YPCP ta Cb Ykpainu» (hereinafter ¢. 9), on. 1, cuip. 6-cm, apk. 147.
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In reality, the “clearance” process affected a much wider range of peo-
ple. The NKVD order No. 001223 of 11 October 193917, which introduced
a unified system of operational tracking of “anti-Soviet elements”, also
mentioned “family members of persons sentenced to [death] and lengthy
(more than 10 years) terms of imprisonment for counterrevolutionary
crimes”. A day earlier, on 10 October 1939, Beria issued the NKVD di-
rective No. 793, instructing to register all Polish colonists (“osadniks”).18
In fact, these Polish military veterans and civilian settlers in Eastern Po-
land/Western Ukraine, as well as former employees of the Polish Forest
Guard Service became victims of the first deportation operation. Overall,
during the first Soviet occupation of Western Ukraine, the researchers
distinguish four deportation operations in 1940-1941: (1) against colo-
nists and foresters; (2) against the families of the persecuted ones; (3)
against refugees; (4) against the “counterrevolutionary elements”.19

The analysis of archival fonds of the Branch State Archives of the Se-
curity Service of Ukraine (hereinafter the HDA) makes it possible to sin-
gle out another forced expulsion - the deportation of prostitutes. At the
same time, the last of the four expulsions initially had features of the de-
portation campaign. Therefore, we can talk about five deportation oper-
ations in 1940-1941 (see Table 2).20

Table 2. Deportation operations in 1939-1941.

. i Number of deported
Deportation operation Dates —
families persons
1 | Expulsion of colonists and forest- 10-11 February 17.203 89,079
ers 1940
2 | Expulsion of prostitutes 8-9 April 1940 - 737
3 | Expulsion of families of the perse- 13 April 1940 10,475 32,076
cuted ones
4 | Expulsion of refugees 28-30 June 1940 37,932 83,207"
5 | Expulsion of families of coun-
terrevolutionaries (OUN mem- 22 May 1941 3,079 11,329
bers)

17T 1A CBY, ¢. 9, om. 1, ciip. 84-cm, apk. 146.

18 [IOBOJIb, H. - IIOJIAH, I1. (eds.): Cmaaunckue denopmayuu. 1928-1953, c. 108.

19 WROBEL, P.: Class War or Ethnic Cleansing? p. 24-25.

20 KOT'YT, Auapiit: Onepanis «3axifi» y KOHTEKCTi paisiHCbKUX JenopTaliii i3 3axigHoi Yk-
painu 1940-1950-Ti pp. In: Bupgahe kopinHs: docaidicenHsi, dokymeHmu, cgidueHHs. Kuis,
2020, c. 54-58.

* The number reported by NKVD up to July 2, 1940. However, a later document from Sep-
tember 6, 1940, mentions a much smaller number of displaced persons - 52,617 people.
See in more detail: KOTYT, A.: Onepauist «3axii» y KOHTEKCTi paisTHCbKUX AeNopTalii i3
3axigHol Ykpainu 1940-1950-Ti pp. ..., . 56.
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The first four operations listed in Table 1 almost fully coincide with
those identified in “Stalinist Deportation. 1928-1953". Instead, a more
detailed analysis of the last operation in May 1941 makes it possible to
identify the families of specific counterrevolutionary organizations that
were deported as a matter of priority.

Having “cleaned” Western Ukraine of the so-called Polish counterrev-
olutionary elements, the Soviet secret services refocused their attention
on Ukrainian organizations and parties. The OUN underground re-
sistance became one of the key NKVD’s adversaries. The OUN-led local
rebellions first occurred in Western Ukraine in November 1939. Follow-
ing the suppression of mass uprisings in the Drohobych and Ternopil ob-
lasts, the Soviets launched mass arrests of the OUN activists and mem-
bers of rebel units.?!

Despite these reprisals, the OUN continued preparing new attempts
of the anti-Soviet uprising. To prevent this, the Soviets conducted two
large-scale operations in the spring and autumn of 1940, arresting many
members of the OUN resistance.22 In December 1940, the Soviet secret
services initiated another operation seeking to fully exterminate the
OUN, with mass arrests continuing until January 1941. Meanwhile, on
the back of previous operations, the leadership of Soviet secret services
admitted that it was extremely difficult to defeat the resistance.?3 In his
proposals for arranging anti-OUN activities, P. Meshyk, the People’s
Commissar of State Security of the Ukrainian SSR, suggested, among
other things, to focus on measures that would help fracture and disor-
ganize the nationalist underground resistance.*

In the first half of 1941, the Soviet secret services yet again intensified
their efforts against the underground and the OUN activists. In addition
to six oblasts of Western Ukraine taken from Poland, the NKVD executive
documents on countering the OUN started to include Chernivtsi oblast
taken from Romania.

In late April 1941, P. Meshyk sent a letter to N. Khrushchev, then-Sec-
retary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine, and
its copy to V. Merkulov, the People’s Commissar of State Security of the
USSR, with a suggestion to combine arrests of the OUN members and
those in the underground with the elimination of the “OUN base” - fam-
ilies of the underground fighters, “kulaks” and families of the persecuted

21 TIATPWJIAK, IBaH: «Bcmaub i 6opucs! Cayxaii i 8ip..»: ykpaiHcbke HayioHanicmuuHe
nioninas ma noscmaucwokuii pyx (1939-1960 pp.). JIbBiB : Yaconuc, 2012, c. 62-63.

22 [IATPUJIAK, 1.: «Bcmanw i 6opucs! Cayxail i 8ip...», c. 63-64, 66, 68-75.

23 [IATPUJISK, L.: «Bcmahb i 6opucs! Cayxatl i ip...», c. 77-84.

24 NAHWUJIEHKO, B. - KOKIH, C.: PadaHcbki opeaHu deprcasHoi 6esneku y 1939 — uepsHi
1941 p...,, c. 347.
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ones.?> This, in fact, was a request for a deportation operation. On 24
April 1941, V. Merkulov issued an instruction regulating the actions of
the NKVD and the NKGB concerning the expulsion of family members of
the arrested underground fighters and members of “counterrevolution-
ary organizations” of Ukrainian, Belarusian and Polish nationalists into
the remote northern regions of the USSR.2¢6 The document provided for
the use of repression by exile not as a standalone operation but on an
ongoing basis. A few weeks later, however, a special resolution of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party and the Council of People’s
Commissars of the USSR authorized a special deportation operation.

The resolution “On elimination of counterrevolutionary organiza-
tions in western oblasts of the Ukrainian SSR” No. 1299-526cc of 14
May 1941 stated that “in connection with the increased activity of
counterrevolutionary “organizations of Ukrainian nationalists (OUN)”
in western oblasts of the Ukrainian SSR... for the purpose of resolute
suppression of criminal activity by the OUN members disrupting the
peaceful work of collective farmers”, it deems necessary to continue
arrests of the OUN members, as well as to expel families of the mem-
bers of Ukrainian and Polish organizations for 20 years with confisca-
tion of their property”.2?

The deportation operation began at 4 a.m. on 22 May 1941 and ended
the same day. It was planned to remove 11,228 families. According to
deportation plans, three categories of individuals were subject to reset-
tlement: (1) families of the underground fighters; (2) persons sentenced
to “a supreme measure of punishment” (execution); and (3) the clergy?28.
The first two categories were divided by ethnicity into Ukrainians, Poles,
Jews, etc. The surviving documents on the course and results of this op-
eration in the Volyn oblast indicate that the majority of the deportees
were Ukrainians - 92.71% (families of underground fighters - 85.27%,
of victims of persecution- 7.06%, and of priests - 0.37%), followed by
Poles with 6.55% (families of underground fighters - 4.96% and of vic-
tims of persecution - 1.59%). The proportion of families of sentenced
Jews was minuscule at 0.47%. As a result of this one-day operation, more
than 11,100 people were ousted from Western Ukrainian regions.2?

25 TJIA CBY, ¢. 16, om. 1, cup. 516, apk. 247-250; [I0B0JIb, H. - TIOJISAH, II. (eds.):
Cmaaunckue denopmayuu. 1928-1953, c. 189-190.

26 [I0B0JIb, H. - TIOJIAH, I1. (eds.): CmaauHckue denopmayuu. 1928-1953, c. 191-193.

27 T10B0JIb, H. - TIOJIAH, I1. (eds.): CmaauHckue denopmayuu. 1928-1953, c. 193-194.

28 TJJA CBY, donp 42 «OmepaTuBHO-cTaTUCTHYHA 3BiTHicTH [IIY YCPP-KJB YPCP»
(hereinafter ¢. 42), on. 1, cnp. 55, apk. 49.

29 TOKAPCbKUH, BacuJib: lenopTanis «<aHTUPaIAHCHKOTO eJIEMeHTY» i3 3aXiJIHUX oGiacTeit
Ykpainu: TpaBeHb 1941 poky. In: Icmopuyuni cmydii CxidHoesponelicbko2o HayioHA1bHO20
yHisepcumemy imeHni Jleci Ykpainku. Bun. 9-10, 2013, c. 103.
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Among other things, the six-month review of the results of NKVD’s
fight against “banditry in western regions of the Ukrainian SSR” also an-
alyzed the outcomes of the deportation operation to banish the OUN’s
core operatives. The report highlighted the importance and efficiency of
measures to “eliminate aiding and abetting”. It was noted that during the
period from January through June 1941, as many as 3,079 families
(11,329 persons) of “socially dangerous elements” were evicted. Apart
from the OUN members, it included all those displaced during the oper-
ation against members of the “counterrevolutionary organizations”. The
review noted that the use of forced evictions led active resistance mem-
bers to surrender. For example, immediately after the deportation oper-
ation, 252 underground fighters turned themselves in as of 31 May.30
The penultimate paragraph of this 14-page review concluded that the
expulsion of families of underground fighters and persecution persons
should be actively used to recruit “assets”.31

The instructions to the heads of NKVD departments in Western
Ukraine and Chernivtsi oblast of 31 May 1941 included a separate order
to continue the expulsion operations against the families of the OUN
members, deporting a family shortly after any of its members “would go
underground”.32 Therefore, the detection and deportation of families of
the OUN activists continued in June 1941. For example, on 5 June 1941,
Stanislav NKVD reported to its Kyiv office on the additional discovery of
64 such families (203 persons) and requested 11 train cars for their de-
portation.33

The study of deportations from Chernivtsi oblast in 1941 reveals that
the operation began on 23 May, and in addition to the OUN members’
families (13 out of 181 planned for the deportation), the contingent in-
cluded families of former members of the Romanian parties, as well as
those involved in the illegal crossing of the new USSR-Romania border.34
The targets of the next operation on 13 June 1941, which took place in
Chernivtsi oblast as well as in Izmail oblast and Moldova included large
landowners, former police officers, families of Romanian and Polish ser-
vicemen and members of “counterrevolutionary parties”. In total, 2,279
families (7,720 persons) were exiled.3>

Deportations in Western Ukraine were halted by the outbreak of the
German-Soviet war. However, forced evictions have resumed with the

30T 1A CBY, ¢. 16, om. 1, ciip. 509, apk. 6.

31T 1A CBY, ¢. 16, om. 1, cp. 509, apk. 16.

32T 1A CBY, ¢. 9, om. 2, ciip. 43, apk. 98.

33T 1A CBY, ¢. 16, om. 1, cnp. 506, apk. 253.

34 MYCIEHKO, I.: lenopTauii HacesneHHs 3 TepuTopil [liBHiYHOI BykoBuHH... ¢. 190-191.
35 MYCIEHKO, I.: lenopTauii HaceseHHs 3 TepuTopil [liBHiYHOI BykoBuHHU... ¢. 191.
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return of the Red Army to Western Ukraine in 1944. It is worth mention-
ing that this process was fully in line with the restoration of the Soviet
control over the rest of Ukrainian territory.

Repressions in the form of forced resettlement resumed at the time
when the frontline was crossing the territory of Western Ukraine. When
fighting between the Red Army and the Wehrmacht still raged in the re-
gion, on 31 March 1944, the Soviet NKVD issued the directive No. 122,36
which became the key regulatory act for the forced deportation of fami-
lies of the Ukrainian resistance fighters and of those who supported
Ukrainian liberation movement until 1946.

In the HDA found 29 regulatory acts illustrating the specifics and dy-
namics of the deportation campaign of 1944-1946.37 After analyzing
them it is safe to say that forced expulsions were used as a daily counter-
insurgency method, affecting the families of both Ukrainian resistance
fighters and supporters of the Ukrainian liberation movement.

The families of Ukrainian rebels - those who were actively involved
in resistance, those already killed in the guerrilla warfare and those con-
victed for it - were subject to deportation. The expulsions also applied to
those who assisted the Ukrainian anti-Soviet resistance, as well as to the
“kulaks”. The latter a priori were viewed as sympathizers of anti-com-
munist movement.

Five out of eight regulations of the communist secret services for
1944, found in the archives, directly relate to forced expulsions. The
other three counterinsurgency acts emphasize the need to use deporta-
tions as an effective method for suppressing the anti-Soviet movement.

According to the NKVD statistics, a total of 4,724 families or 12,762
persons were forcibly removed during 1944. Deportations from Volyn,
Rivne, and Lviv oblasts were the largest.38

All 13 decisions in 1945 that directly concerned forced expulsions or
prescribed this method as an element of counterinsurgency struggle or
operational activity of communist secret services were issued at the re-
publican level. Eight of these acts are concerned forced expulsions di-
rectly, and five others provide for the use of deportations as a method of
action in Western Ukraine to one degree or another. Three documents
were issued in connection with flaws in the deportation efforts.

36 T'/1A CBY, donp 2 «YnpasaiHHa 60poTs6u 3 6anAnTH3MoM HKBC - Ynipasainua 2-H M/IB,
4-te ynpasainaa HKBC-K/Ib YPCP, m. Kuis» (hereinafter ¢. 2), on. 1, crip. 674, apk. 4-5.

37 KOHUT, Andrij: Deportacie ,,ounovskych rodin“ zo zadpadnej Ukrajiny v predvecer operacie
,Zapad”. In: Ozbrojeny protikomunisticky odpor v krajindch strednej a vychodnej Eurdpy (1945-
1953). Ed. Michal Smigel'. Banska Bystrica : Belianum, 2019, s. 292-315.

38 1A CBY, dong 13 «/IpykoBani Buganuss BHK-K/JB CPCP, BYHK-K/IB YPCP» (hereinafter
. 13), cnp. 372, 1. 74, apk. 165.
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A total of 7,393 families, or 17,497 people, were deported in 1945.
The most numerous were deportations from Stanislav, Volyn and Rivne
oblasts.3?

Six of eight identified regulations for 1946 focused on the short-
comings, insufficient quality, and limited scale of deportation efforts
by the communist secret services in the western regions of Ukraine.
One explanation concerned the possibility of transporting persons,
who turned themselves in, to their resettled families; another di-
rective provided for the use of expulsions among other counterinsur-
gency methods.

The results of the 1946 forced expulsions were inferior to each of
the previous two years. In total, 2,612 families, or 6,350 people were
deported. Most people were removed from Drohobych and Lviv ob-
lasts. According to Soviet statistics, no families were deported from
Volyn region in 1946.40

Despite some slowdown in the rate of deportations, the leadership
of the regional and national secret services praised the use of deporta-
tions of the “OUN families”. In the letter to the Minister of State Security
of the USSR (document No. 2179/oc of 24 May 1947), S. Ogoltsov, the
Deputy Minister of State Security of the USSR, and S. Savchenko, the
Minister of State Security of the Ukrainian SSR, stated that “expulsion
of families of the OUN members and bandits proved to be a rather ef-
fective method of combating the OUN resistance...”4. In total, accord-
ing to the directive No. 122 of 31 March 1944, as many as 14,729 fam-
ilies, or 36,609 persons were forcibly removed during 1944-1946. In
the same letter, both generals requested permission to continue depor-
tations in 1947. This letter is considered the basis for initiating opera-
tion “Zapad”.4?

They started preparing this operation in mid-May 1947. The first
regulatory act that stipulated preparations for future mass deportation
was signed on 14 May 1947 - the directive No. 50 of the Ministry of
State Security (MGB) of the Ukrainian SSR.43 This ordinance is the most
frequently cited rationale for the activities of MGB officers aimed at
preparing, planning, organizing, and conducting the deportation.4* Ac-
cording to this directive, an order of 1 June 1947 appointed offices of

39TIA CBY, ¢. 2, om. 1, ciip. 285, apk. 13.

“TIA CBY, ¢. 13, cip. 372, T. 74, apk. 165.

41 TJA CBY, ¢. 2, om. 1, crip. 674, apk. 2.

42 BAYKAH, 0.: Onepauis «3axizgy, c. 340.

3 T/JA CBY, ¢.9, on. 2, cip. 124, apk. 28-29.

4 KOT'YT, Auzpiit: Butoku fenoprarniiiHoi onepanii «3anaz». In: Ykpaincokuil anrbmaHax.
Warszawa, 2019, s. 180-181.
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MGB (Department 2-N) in western regions of Soviet Ukraine responsi-
ble for identifying “families of active members of the OUN and UPA”, as
well as for preparing personal files for their expulsion. A special group
within these departments of MGB was also set up to review cases, draw
conclusions, monitor the entire process, and submit documents to the
Special Counsel (0S0)*s.

The preparation for deportation continued from early June 1947, in-
tensifying significantly after the issuance of the MGB USSR order “On ex-
pulsions of families of convicted, killed and active underground nation-
alists and bandits from the territory of the western regions of Ukraine”
No. 00430 of 22 August 1947, signed by the Minister of State Security
V. Abakumov.4¢ This act authorized the operation and set its timeframe
- from 10 October to 20 October 1947. The order also included several
appendices and direct instructions on the mechanisms of the future op-
eration. Additional internal troops of the MGB and cadets of the Saratov
school of the MGB were deployed for the operation. Moreover, it was
planned to send 3,500 MGB operatives from all over the Soviet Union to
Western Ukraine. Specifically, MGB officers from Moldova, Armenia,
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Chechnya, Dagestan, Rostov, and other Russian re-
gions, as well as from different parts of the Ukrainian SSR were involved
in the deportation of Ukrainians.

The statement of 20 October 1947 on forces and facilities necessary
to secure operation “Zapad”, which was issued on the eve of the depor-
tation, stated that it was planned to enlist 70,151 persons for the opera-
tion, including 6,859 of MGB operational personnel, 33,620 of MGB in-
ternal troops, security guards and army drivers, 4,603 of MGB personnel
and border guards, 9,513 of destruction battalion fighters (“istrebki”),
and 15,556 of communist party activists. It was also planned to bring
2,483 vehicles for transporting families from their homes to 90 loading
stations. Therefore, 44 echelons of 2,548 rail cars had to be formed, in-
cluding 2,372 cars for deportees*’.

The operation began at 2 a.m. on 21 October 1947 in Lviv. It was
planned to be carried out in one day, but due to bad weather in the Car-
pathians, it lasted until 23 October. The last echelon No. 20040 with the
deported families left Zabolotiv station in Stanislav (now Ivano-Frank-
ivsk) oblast at 4:05 p.m. on 26 October 1947.48

In six days, 26,332 families (77,791 persons) were deported from
Volyn, Drohobych, Lviv, Rivne, Stanislav, Ternopil, and Chernivtsi oblasts

4+ TJIA CBY, . 2, om. 1, cnip. 595, apk. 63-64.
4 TJ1A CBY, ¢. 2, on. 1, cnip. 674, apk. 12-15.
47 TJ1A CBY, . 2, on. 1, cip. 727, apk. 47.
48 TA CBY, . 2, om. 1, cip. 727, apk. 78.
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to Qazagstan and Siberia. Men made only a quarter of the deportees
(18,866 persons); the remaining were women (35,685) and children un-
der 15 (23,240).

The initial appraisals of the results of operation “Zapad” were ex-
tremely optimistic: “The Central Committee of the Communist Party (Bol-
shevik) of Ukraine reports that due to the actions taken by units of the
Ukrainian MGB and the regional committees of the Communist Party of
Ukraine in the western regions of the Ukrainian SSR, the Ukrainian-German
nationalists and armed bandit groups are crushed and disorganized”4°.

Shortly after this report, the MGB admitted that its assessment was a
mistake and that the deportation even produced the opposite effect. On
9 December 1947, V. Drozsdov, the Deputy Minister of State Security of
the Ukrainian SSR, reported to N. Khrushchev that “after the expulsion of
families of bandits and nationalists from the western regions of the
Ukrainian SSR, Ukrainian-German nationalists sharply intensified their
bandit activities, primarily seeking to disrupt the party and the govern-
ment’s collectivization initiatives and preparations for the election to the
councils of workers’ deputies”.>? The Soviets failed to completely defeat
the Ukrainian resistance by means of the deportation operation.

Nonetheless, they decided to continue expulsions of families to neu-
tralize the Ukrainian resistance. The request for renewal of deportations
of the “OUN family members’ was submitted by the MGB of the Ukrain-
ian SSR on 6 February 1948.51

The new order of the MGB USSR No. 00386 of 20 October 1948 spec-
ified that expulsions should be carried out as an ongoing counterinsur-
gency work in response to terrorist or sabotage actions by the Ukrainian
resistance52. This document required the MGB to maintain permanent
records of families who supported the Ukrainian underground and
whose members were directly involved in the OUN and UPA.

The number of families subject to repression by forced expulsion in
settlements, where the rebels staged actions, has been determined based
on the instructions of the Minister of State Security of the Ukrainian SSR
or his deputy. For example, in communities where the rebels were lo-
cated during or after anti-Soviet actions, only families of close relatives
or brothers-in-arms were subject to expulsion33. The fact that a particu-
lar family was deported because of insurgent activity had to be pre-
sented by security officers at the time of eviction.

“TJACBY, ¢. 2, om. 1, cip. 727, apk. 69.

50 [JIA CBY, ¢. 2, om. 1, crip. 598, apk. 38.
S1TIA CBY, ¢. 16, om. 1, cip. 674, apk. 10.

52T 1A CBY, ¢. 9, om. 1, crip. 163-cm, apk. 5-6.

53T JIA CBY, ¢.9, on. 1, ciip. 163-cm, apk. 12-13.
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In terms of organizational arrangements, the campaign for deporting
families of the OUN members in 1948-1952 was conducted at a totally
new logistic level compared with the 1944-1946 campaign. Special as-
sembly points were set up in each of the six Western Ukrainian oblasts.
The order of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR No. 001396 of
23 November 1948 prescribed the reception of deported families from
the MGB authorities in six cities: Lviv, Kopychyntsi, Stryi, Kostopil, Ko-
lomyia, and Kovel.5* Later, given a large number of displaced families,
additional assembly points were opened, with nine of them operating in
1950 in Kovel, Boryslav, Lviv (two points), Klevan, Kolomyia, Broshniv,
Kopychyntsi, and Berezhany.55

Under the order No. 00386, a total of 22,308 families (or 80,209 per-
sons) were deported from Western Ukraine over four years.>¢ More than
two-thirds of deportees were women and children. In addition to fami-
lies of the Ukrainian insurgents, forcibly expelled contingent also in-
cluded “kulaks” and other persons with generally anti-Soviet views. All
of them were deported in response to the active operations of the
Ukrainian rebels.

“Kulaks” formed a separate category of people subject to resettle-
ment. These well-to-do peasant families were automatically regarded as
hostile to communist rule. Until 1948, they were largely deported to-
gether with families of the OUN members. For example, 1,929 families
were expelled during operation “Zapad”; additionally, 1,757 families - in
October 1947, and 172 families were deported “in retaliation” (as of Sep-
tember 15, 1949).57 Until 1950, their evictions were typically carried out
as part of the deportation campaign against the families of the OUN mem-
bers, which began in 1948.

However, in 1950, the issue of deportation of “kulaks” was singled
out. Early in the year, the Soviet Ukrainian leadership, including the First
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine
and the Head of the Council of Ministers of the Ukrainian SSR, had sent a
joint letter to the Council of Ministers of the USSR requesting the expul-
sion of “kulaks” from Western Ukraine with the confiscation of their
property. Such a deportation was to create more favorable conditions
for the “socialist restructuring of agriculture and strengthening of col-
lective farms”s8.

54TIA CBY, ¢. 2, om. 1, crip. 1000, apk. 11.

S5TJIA CBY, ¢. 2, om. 1, cnip. 1905, apk. 3.

56 TIA CBY, ¢. 2, om. 1, cnip. 1905, apk. 389.

57TJA CBY, ¢. 2, om. 1, crip. 1464, apk. 75.

58 COPOKA, 10.: HacusibHHILIbKe BUCeJIEHHsI HacesJleHHsl 3axXilHOYKpalHCbKUX 3eMesib Y
1940-1950-x pokax... c. 124-125.
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In 1988, the KGB prepared a note for V. Shcherbytsky, the First Sec-
retary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Ukrain-
ian SSR, regarding persons displaced to “remote areas of the country”.
It stated that 12,135 people among 65,906 deported families (or
203,662 persons) were members of “kulak” households>°. Banishments
of these families occurred within different deportation measures -
against “bandit collaborators”, against “kulaks” per se, and within the
operation “Troika”.

“Troika” was the last deportation operation conducted in Western
Ukraine. Its name probably derives from the number of target groups
subject to deportation: (1) the “kulak” families; (2) the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses; and (3) Anders Army fighters (soldiers of the Polish Army under
W. Anders, who returned to live in Ukraine).

Notably, in Moldova, this operation was called “Sever”. The fact that
this is one and the same operation can be confirmed by the analysis of
the published plan for the Moldavian SSR on the provision of special-pur-
pose rail cars under the “Sever” case.®® The new cryptonym was hand-
written over the top of typed letters “Troika”. Unlike Ukraine, only the
Jehovah’s Witness families were deported from Moldova. Also, “Sever”
was conducted a few days earlier, on 1 April 1951.

During operation “Troika” on 8 April 1951, the Soviets ousted 2,487
families from Western Ukraine - 8,984 persons, including 2,704 men,
3,664 women, and 2,616 children.6?

The analysis of the deportation practices of the Soviet regime in
Western Ukraine in 1944-1952 suggests that, along with deportation
campaigns and operations, there existed the third type of measures for
implementing the Soviet deportation policy. The NKVD-MGB acts in
1944-1946 and in 1948-1952 indicate that no special deportation oper-
ation or multiple operations were conducted at that period. Along with
human intelligence, operational and investigative, military and other ar-
eas of the Chekist activities, deportations of families of the OUN members
were part of routine activities of the Soviet secret services, primarily
aimed at combating the insurgency and more broadly - at Sovietising the
western regions of Ukraine. According to Pavel Polian’s scheme, we may
want to add one more element - the deportation work.

The use of expulsion as Chekists’ routine deportation action was gov-
erned by special regulations and executive directives, which outlined the
purpose and circumstances of its application in everyday work of Soviet

S9T1A CBY, ¢. 16, om. 1, ciip. 1267, apk. 28.

60 FUSTEI, N.: Persecutarea organizatiei religioase “Martorii lui Iehova”. Operatia “Sever”,
s. 256.

61T /1A CBY, ¢. 42, on. 1, crip. 129, 1. 1, apk. 259.

87



Andriy Kohut

secret services and determined the contingent, which this instrument of
prosecution could apply to. It should be noted that security officers in
their reports largely used the term “operation” to describe an action of
deportation - a set of activities related to relocation of one or more fam-
ilies (persons). Therefore, it is important to distinguish the term “depor-
tation operation”, used by researchers, from the terminology found in
the documents of the Soviet security agencies.

Therefore, by expanding the interpretation suggested by P. Polian, it
can be stated that the permanent use of expulsions as one a method of
counterinsurgency, along with the deportation (mass) operations, was a
component of deportation campaigns.

Summarising the results of deportation activity in Western Ukraine
from March 1944 until 1952, when as many as 203,593 persons were
deported, one can distinguish five deportation actions, including two
mass deportation operations (“Zapad” in October 1947 and “Troika” in
April 1951) and three deportation campaigns (see Table 3 below). Two
of these campaigns directly affected “families of the OUN members” and
the third one concerned “kulaks”. Most of those forcibly expelled were
Ukrainians. It is difficult to make conclusions about other ethnic groups
due to the lack of statistics.

Soviet deportations from Western Ukraine lasted for 10 years with
interruption caused by the German-Soviet War: atleast 420,021 persons
were subjected to expulsions during the period from 1940 to 1941 and
from 1944 to 1952.

Table 3. Deportation operations and campaigns in Western Ukraine in
1944-1952.

Deportation operation/campaign Date Number of deported
P P palg families persons
Deportation campaign against the 31 March 1944-
1 families of the OUN members 1946 14,729 36,609
2 | Operation “Zapad” 21-23 October 26332 | 77,791
1947
Deportation campaign against the _
3 families of the OUN members 1948-1952 22,308 80,209
4 Peportzitlon campaign against 1947-1951 4529 B
kulaks
5 | Operation “Troika” 8 April 1951 2,487 8,984

The first period of deportations from Western Ukraine was charac-
terized by expulsions in the form of mass operations. The first four of
them were clearly proactive, aiming to ensure the rapid Sovietisation of
the territories that the Soviet Union occupied during the initial phase of
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World War II. Another specific feature of these operations was their at-
tachment to a much broader deportation activity that focused on both
Western Ukraine and Western Belarus.

The last - fifth - operation in 1941 was clearly reactive. It is im-
portant to note that it began in the manner typical for the deportation
operation and should have been continued as a day-to-day deportation
work. It was driven by the need to fight the OUN, while the families of the
Ukrainian resistance made a key contingent of the deportees. Moreover,
it setan example and impetus for similar operations against other “coun-
terrevolutionary organizations” in Western Belarus and the Baltic States.

These peculiarities of the fifth deportation operation make it similar
to the Soviet deportation practices that emerged in the final stage of
World War II in 1944 and extended into the “post-war war” period - the
guerrilla war of the Ukrainian resistance consisting of the UPA fighters,
the OUN members and their supporters.

The deportation operation of 22 May 1941, the deportation campaigns
0f 1944-1946 and 1948-1952, as well as operation “Zapad” on 21-23 Oc-
tober 1947 can be considered as parts of a long-running campaign against
the families of the OUN members as means of counterinsurgency.

The analysis of repressions against the families of the OUN members via
forced expulsions makes it possible to assume that separate multi-year cam-
paigns could have been a part of longer campaigns, which can be yet another
addition to Pavel Polian’s conceptual framework of deportation practices.
Such a long-term campaign could combine a variety of deportation prac-
tices (campaigns and operations). Further studies of Soviet deportations
will enable verification of this hypothesis and perhaps offer a more effec-
tive conceptual framework of the Soviet Union’s deportation policy.

While verifying the conceptual framework, proposed by P. Polian and
N. Pobol’, it can be stated that the analysis of information from the “KGB
archives” in Ukraine also points to the need for further research. In partic-
ular, the exact number of persons ousted during some deportations (refu-
gees) remains unclear, while the campaign against “kulaks” requires more
in-depth analysis and exploration of the Communist Party archives and
oblast state archives. The questions remain regarding the format and code
names of “Troika-Sever” operations that were conducted in the Baltic
States and the Belorussian SSR.

In the course of a decade (1940-1941 and 1944-1952), seven depor-
tation operations and three multi-year deportation campaigns were con-
ducted in Western Ukraine. These deportation practices have become
part of three major campaigns:

1. A one-year deportation campaign (four operations) for clearing the
newly occupied territories from the “hostile elements”.
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2. A nine-year campaign aimed at the deportation of families of those
involved in the Ukrainian anti-Soviet Resistance Movement, or the “fam-
ilies of the OUN members”, as they are mostly defined in the documents
of the Soviet secret services.

3. A multi-year campaign against “kulaks”, which continued as a part of
the above-mentioned (anti-OUN) campaign, and also within “Troika” op-
eration.

The long-running campaign against the “families of the OUN mem-
bers” lasted for nine years. It started in 1941 as a means of combating
“counterrevolutionary organizations” in Western Ukraine and resumed
in 1944 as an important element of counterinsurgency measures aimed
at defeating the Ukrainian national liberation movement. It culminated
in operation “Zapad” in October 1947. It is estimated that 66,448 families
- or 205,938 people - were expelled during this long-lasting campaign.

Zhrnutie:

Sovietska kampan deportacii ,ounovskych rodin“ zo zapadnej
UKkrajiny v rokoch 1940 - 1952

Analyza novych archivnych dokumentov, spristupnenych vd'aka otvore-
niu archivov na Ukrajine v procese dekomunizacie, umoziiuje pokracovat
vo vyskume sovietskych deportacii. Overovanie existujucich koncepcnych
pristupov k formam vykonavania deportacnej politiky ZSSR na tizemi oku-
povanej zapadnej Ukrajiny v rokoch 1940 - 1952 sved¢i o potrebe typizo-
vania - spolu s kampaiiami a operaciami - aj takého sposobu represivnej
¢innosti sovietskych Specialnych sluzieb, ako je denna deporta¢na praca. vV
dosledku vyskumu novych archivnych zdrojov je mozné konstatovat, ze
sa na zapadnej Ukrajine uskutocnili tri deportacné kampane. Prva a tretia
kampan boli zamerané na vycistenie zapadnych tizemi od ,nepriatel'ského
elementu”, resp. pol'ského obyvatel'stva a miestnych elit II. Pol'skej repub-
liky, ako aj triednych nepriatel'ov komunistického rezimu - kulakov. Dru-
ha kampaii sa zacala v reakcii na aktivnu ¢innost’ podzemia Organizacie
ukrajinskych nacionalistov (OUN). Pocas deviatich rokov (1941, 1944 -
1952) sa uskutocnili dve deportacné operacie (22. maja 1941 a operacia
Zapad 21. - 23. oktébra 1947) a dve kampane uplatiiovania represivneho
vystahovania vo forme dennych aktivit Specidlnych sovietskych sluZieb
(1944 - 1946 a 1948 - 1952). Pocas deportatnej kampane proti ,,ounov-
skym rodindm“ (t. j. rodindm prislu§nikov OUN, resp. ukrajinskych po-
vstalcov) bolo zo zapadnej Ukrajiny deportovanych 66 438 rodin - 205
938 l'udi. Hlavnym ciel'om nutenych vysidleni bola uplna likvidacia ukra-
jinského antisovietskeho hnutia odporu v povojnovom ZSSR.
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