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On 16th and 17th March 2017, the 5th International Scientific Conference 
of the Public Administration series took place. The theme of the 5th 

edition of the Conference was: The Public Administration Tasks and Their 
Implementation by NGOs. The conference was held in Kamień Śląski. The 
hosts of this event were the same as always: the Chair of Political System 
of the Republic of Poland that is held at the Faculty of Political Science and 
International Studies of Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun and the 
Foundation for the Support of International Cooperation named after Pro-
fessor Czesław Mojsiewicz. The first time co-organizer of the conference 
was the Institute of Political Science at the University of Opole.

As the organizers provided in the conference invitation, the conference 
formula has changed since it was held in Ostromecko and when it was or-
ganized only by the Chair of the Political System of the Republic of Poland, 
the Polish Anti-Corruption Commission, and the Foundation for the Sup-
port of International Cooperation named after Professor Czesław Mojsie-
wicz. This year, for the first time, the organizers decided to invite the In-
stitute of Political Science of the University of Opole to co-organize and to 
ensure that every next year the conference will take place in other parts of 
Poland, while the co-organizers will be invited to be experts in the confer-
ence subject area.
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The relationship between local administration and non-governmental 
organizations is a very interesting research material for both political scien-
tists, sociologists, lawyers but primarily for those involved in public affairs.

The event was attended not only by theorists but also by practitioners 
associated with non-governmental organizations. The purpose was to do 
the analyses and descriptions of issues related to public tasks of local gov-
ernment administration and their implementation by NGOs. The organiz-
ers of the conference confirmed in the invitation that in institutional terms, 
public administrations and non-profit sector have not much in common but 
they combine the fact that both activities aim to meet social needs. Despite 
the possible differences in defining needs, goals and methods of operation, 
the space for potential cooperation between entities in both sectors should 
be considered open and developmental. Scientific leaders of the conference 
were a professor at the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń, Dr hab. 
Danuta Plecka and Dr Ewa Ganowicz from the University of Opole.

In the Organizing Committee there was a professor at the Nicolaus 
Copernicus University, Dr hab. Joanna Marszałek-Kawa, Professor at the 
University of Szczecin PhD. Łukasz Tomczak, Professor at the University 
of Rzeszow, PhD Dr hab. Sabina Grabowska, Dr hab. Waldemar Wojtasik 
and Dr hab. Agnieszka Turska-Kawa representing the University of Silesia.

The ceremonial scientific session of the Conference was opened by the 
Scientific Director of the Conference, Nicolaus Copernicus University pro-
fessor, Dr hab. Danuta Plecka. Then a few words were said about the con-
ference, agenda, and what awaits the participants. It was presented by co-
organizer Dr Ewa Ganowicz. At the opening, the essence of research on 
public administration and problems with the accomplishment of the as-
signed tasks were stressed.

The conference was organized in a plenary session format inaugurating 
the opening of the conference, the panel of practitioners and three panel 
sessions. More than 20 speakers took part in the event.

In the plenary session inaugurating the conference, took part: profes-
sor. Dr hab. Krzysztof Łabędź from the Ignatianum Academy in Cracow, 
who spoke about the place of civil society in Polish society. Then, profes-
sor Dr hab. Andrzej Antoszewski from the University of Wrocław talked 
about NGOs that may or may not be a threat to the government. The third 
speaker was professor Dr hab. Katarzyna Sobolewska-Myślik from Peda-
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gogical University named after National Education Commission in Cra-
cow, who presented the mutual relations between political parties and 
civil society. Professor Dr hab. Maria Marczewska-Rytko from Maria Cu-
rie- Skłodowska University presented direct forms of civic participation in 
Poland in a media discourse. This session was led by Nicolaus Copernicus 
University professor, Dr hab. Danuta Plecka.

Next, was a panel of practitioners led by Dr. Ewa Gawanowicz. Panelists 
from NGO’s talked about NGO’s co-operation with local governments, the 
tasks they perform, the legal constraints and general difficulties they face 
frequently during their assigned tasks.

The next day three panels were scheduled. The first was led by Dr 
hab.  Pi otr Siemiątkowski. The panel dealt with the tasks carried out by 
non-governmental organizations as well as the citizens themselves at 
the local level. Another panel was led by Prof. University of Szczecin, Dr 
hab. Krzysztof Kowalczyk. In the panel the speakers focused on issues re-
lated to social security and its implementation by NGO’s.

The third and final panel was chaired by the professor of the Higher 
School of Polonia in Szczytno, Dr hab. Adam Hołuba. The speeches fo-
cused mainly on the local dimension and examples of NGO’s performance 
of public tasks in specific cities and countries.

The 5th edition of the International Conference Public Administration 
series, which theme this year were public tasks of the self-government ad-
ministration realized by the NGO was concluded by Nicolaus Copernicus 
University in Toruń Prof. Dr hab. Danuta Plecka, who was the academic 
director of the conference

After the conference, a post-conference articles will be used to cre-
ate a publication, where all presenters of who came to the conference and 
guests invited by the editors will present their views.
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