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HISTORY OF THE TEACHING INSTITUTE IN LEVICE 

HISTORIA INSTYTUTU NAUCZYCIELI W LEWICACH 

ИСТОРИЯ УЧИТЕЛЬСКОГО ИНСТИТУТА В ЛЕВИЦЕ 

 

Abstract 

This work is a contribution to the research of education history. In our case the work 

deals with a history and importance of Teacher´s Academy in Levice. The work focuses 

on the circumstances and main reasons of its foundation, brings the analysis of its edu-

cational activities and addition. It also introduces personalities who are most significant 

in Teacher´s Academy complete development.  

Keywords: Teacher´s Academy in Levice, Levice region, Piarist grammar school, Im-

portant personalities of Levice district 

 

Streszczenie  

Prezentowany artykuł stanowi wkład w badania nad historią pedagogiki, dotyczy bowiem 

historii i znaczenia Instytutu Nauczycieli w Levice w Republice Słowacji. Artykuł przed-

stawia i opisuje okoliczności i przyczyny powstawania Instytutu, analizuje działania i ko-

rzyści dla Instytutu oraz reprezentuje osobowości, które najlepiej wykorzystały jego roz-

wój.  

Słowa kluczowe: Instytut Nauczyciela w Levice, region Levice, gimnazjum Pijarów, znani 

osobistości z dzielnicy Levice 

 

Аннотация 

Представленная работа является вкладом в исследование истории педагогики. 

Данная работа посвящена истории и значению Учительского института в г. 

Левице. Она представляет и описывает обстоятельства и причины возникновения 

института, анализирует его деятельность и пользу. Работа представляет 

личностей, которые внесли наибольший вклад в развитие института. 

Ключевые слова: Учительский институт в Левице, Левицская область, 

Пиаристическая гимназия, известные личности Левицкой области 
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Statement of the problem in general outlook and its connection with important 

scientific and practical tasks.  
 

Regional history is an inseparable part of 

Slovak and world history. Without thor-

ough research, it would not be possible to 

amend and update the knowledge of history 

as such, with all the attributes that belong 

to it. One of these attributes is also the his-

tory of pedagogy, which offers a wide 

range of subjects, especially in the regional 

sphere. 

The topic of our historical research is the 

history of the Teacher’s Academy in 

Levice. The aim of the thesis is to approach 

the origin, role, mission, and meaning of 

the institution, which for several decades 

influenced the educational and cultural 

level of the population not only in Levice 

but in the former Tekov region as well. At 

this point, it is important to emphasize the 

Teacher’s Academy in Levice belonged to 

one of the most important institutes in the 

time of the Habsburg monarchy existence 

and likewise during the time of the exist-

ence of Czechoslovakia and independent 

Slovakia. Institute also played a key role 

during World War II, when its premises 

served as a shelter for the army and storage 

space for civilian’s resources. Although the 

institution's activity was marked by the 

Hungarianization activities and two totali-

tarian political systems in Central Europe 

(Nazi and Communist), nevertheless it re-

tained a level of non-partisanship and help-

fulness towards broad ranks of the popula-

tion.  
 

Analysis of latest research where the solution of the problem was initiated.  
 

The oldest teacher’s institution not only in 

Slovakia but throughout Hungary was the 

Teacher’s Academy in Spišská Kapitula. 

Before the establishment of this institute, 

only a few so-called "normal" schools in 

larger cities served to educate teachers. The 

number of their graduates was not enough 

to cover the demand of all rural schools. 

Costs associated with travel and accommo-

dation often made the study impossible for 

poorer candidates for the teacher's profes-

sion. Not only the Spiš diocese but also the 

individual counties in Hungary suffered 

from a deficiency of qualified teachers 

(Gejdoš M., 2009, p. 49-50). Precisely the 

oldest teacher’s institutes - either in Spiš, 

Modra, Bratislava or Levice - played a key 

role in defining the new content of educa-

tion. The competitive schools of the 

Teacher’s Academy in Levice in the 19th 

century were: the Piarist Grammar School, 

founded in 1815, a Roman-Catholic boys’ 

School, founded around 1690 and reor-

ganized in 1812, a girls' folk school 

founded in 1880, a three-class burgher 

school, founded in 1893 under the influ-

ence of archbishop Koloskalvínska 

Vaszáry and the Calvinist School, which 

we cannot provide with exact data (Jubilee 

report 2005, p.3) However, we are looking 

at the situation after the First World War, 

when the teacher’s education in our terri-

tory has had run-in tradition. 
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Aims of paper. Methods. 
 

The objective of the historical study: 

In order to meet the main goal of the thesis, 

we set partial goals, namely: 

1. to adduce an analysis of the activities of 

the teacher’s institutes in our territory until 

the beginning of II. world war, 

2. to advance the circumstances and the 

course of the formation of the Teacher’s 

Academy in Levice, 

3. to describe the earliest period of its ex-

istence, 

4. to present important personalities con-

nected with the activity of the institute, 

5. to implement the Teacher’s Academy in 

Levice amongst the main institutions of the 

city, 

6. to apply the influence of totalitarian re-

gimes and the post-revolutionary period for 

the work of the institute. 

Methods: 

In the process of choosing and forming the 

scientific study, we used literary works: a 

historical bibliography, periodicals, mono-

graphs, historical textbooks, curriculum, 

sources in archives. We proceeded from 

the newest to the older, while critically bal-

ancing with the interpretation and evalua-

tion of older works and their authors. We 

used several methods, dominating the fol-

lowing: direct and indirect method, pro-

gressive and retrospective. In applying the 

methods, we respect the gnoseological 

oddities of historical science. 
 

Exposition of main material of research with complete substantiation  

of obtained scientific results. Discussion.  
 

Teacher’s Institutions in the 19th Cen-

tury and in the I. ČSR 

On 13 July 1922, the so-called “small 

school law” was issued and had validity for 

the entire territory of the republic. The Act 

established an eight-year school attend-

ance, which did not take place in Slovakia 

until the school year 1927/1928 (Váňa J., 

1956, p. 215). However, the law did not 

modify the form of the school system in 

any way. One of the few novelties that the 

law brought was the use of the appellation 

"civic school" for burgher’s schools. The 

law further regulated the maximum num-

ber of pupils in the class. Since the law was 

issued in 1922, the number of pupils in the 

class has gradually decreased from the 

original eighty to the average of sixty pu-

pils in the class. This decline was to take 

place over ten years (Kasper T., 2008, 

p.198-199). 

New teaching subjects were introduced in 

folk and burgher’s schools: civics and edu-

cation, handicrafts and home-farm teach-

ing.  

In Slovakia, during the inter-war period, 

there was an acute deficiency of qualified 

teachers of Slovak nationality. For the 

stated reason, pedagogues were coming to 

Slovakia from the Czech Republic to teach 

Slovak youth in their mother tongue, in a 

democratic, Slavic and Czechoslovak na-

tionhood spirit (Mátej J., 1976, p. 344). Ac-

cording to Act no. 64/1918 The Depart-

ment of the Ministry of Education and Na-

tional Enlightenment in Bratislava was es-

tablished in Slovakia. Its employees were 

at the disposal of the minister with the full 

attorney to manage Slovakia, so he was 

able to organize relations in Slovakia as the 

plenipotentiary of the Czechoslovak gov-

ernment. The Government later announced 

The Department of the Ministry of educa-

tion and national enlightenment in Prague, 

which was exposed for the necessary time 

to Bratislava. The Department's decretums 

were final and the complaints against it 
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could only be submitted to the Supreme 

Administrative Court. The first govern-

ment referee for education in Slovakia was 

Anton Štefánek. His representative and 

secretarial administrator was Josef 

Folprecht (Mátej J., 1976, p. 344). 

Teachers' institutes during the I. Czecho-

slovakia were organized in Slovakia ac-

cording to the Act. Art. 38/1868 and ac-

cording to Act no. 293/1919 Coll.of law. 

The study was free of charge in the 

teacher’s institutes. The teacher’s institu-

tions were co-educational, male and fe-

male. The study took four years and ended 

with a school-leaving examination. The as-

signations of 1919 included four-year 

teaching constitutions incorporated into the 

secondary school’s system, along with 

grammar schools and real schools. During 

the I. Czechoslovak Republic there were 

approximately 65 teacher’s institutes in our 

territory, up to a quarter of them were non-

state (Váňová R., 1992, p. 295). The candi-

date received a certificate after school-

leaving examination stating he is eligible to 

be temporarily appointed as a teacher in 

public folk schools. The Teacher’s institu-

tion was associated with a training school 

or at least with a folk school in which the 

3rd and 4th-year students were practically 

prepared under the guidance of a training 

teacher. As a temporary teacher, he could 

apply for teaching fitness test for the folk's 

schools after 20 months of practical school 

service in a public or private folk school 

with the right of the public. Those, who 

successfully passed the fitness test for 

folk’s schools, became a definitive teacher 

(Mátej J., 1976, p. 347). If a graduate of the 

institute wanted to acquire a qualification 

for teaching at a burgher's school, he had to 

undergo yet another exam organized by the 

state school administration. The exam was 

the entry ticket to the State School Service. 

After a further three years of service, the 

candidate passed either a grammar - histor-

ical test, a natural - scientific or a mathe-

matical - technical one. In 1935, these ex-

ams were complemented by foreign lan-

guage and gymnastics. In order to prepare 

for these tests, various courses were orga-

nized at the teachers’ institutes' ground 

(Váňová R., 1992, p. 296). 

Expert teacher’s training institutions were 

schools for the education of home-disci-

pline teachers and for the education of 

child care teachers. According to the or-

ganizational statute, from 1936 they were 

established at the teacher’s institutes. Girls 

of at least 17-year-olds, who were physi-

cally and mentally healthy, morally im-

movable and who successfully completed 

the fourth grade of a secondary school or a 

college school, were sent to professional 

teacher’s institutes. Preference was given 

to those who attended the Housewifely 

School as well. Students who successfully 

completed a two-year study were absolving 

commission final examination. After that, 

they received a certificate of teaching fit-

ness to teach handicrafts in folk schools. 

After practicing for two years in a folk 

school, they could do professional exams 

for the burgher’s schools. Teachers who 

reached the age of 16 who had preliminary 

pre-school education, musical hearing and 

a good voice, physical fitness, drawing 

skills, and female handicrafts were ac-

cepted to vocational teachers’ institutes for 

the education of preschool teachers. Upon 

successful completion of the second year, 

they were given a certificate of fitness en-

titling them to be placed in a child-nursing 

home. In the school year 1937/1938, there 

were 14 teachers' institutes in Slovakia 

with 54 classes and 2263 pupils, taught by 

223 teachers (Mátej J., 1976, p. 347). 

 

Teacher’s Academy In Levice 

The Austro-Hungarian settlement from 

1867 became an important milestone in 
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Hungarian school policy as well. Hungar-

ian Minister of education Jozef Eötvös 

aimed for enforcement of the principle of 

uniform primary education in the new 

school law, at least as far as his maintainer 

was concerned. Statutory Article XXXVIII 

about the organization of national educa-

tion of 1868 established a unified system of 

elementary education. This was organiza-

tionally divided into elementary school, 

upper folk school, burgher’s schools, and 

teacher’s institutes. The school administra-

tion was already aware of a great defi-

ciency of qualified teachers when enacting 

basic education in Hungary. Therefore, as 

soon as the new law was adopted, the 

teacher’s institutes began to incur. On the 

territory of Slovakia, new teacher’s insti-

tutes were established after 1868 in Levice, 

Modra, Spišská Nová Ves, Bratislava 

(Prešporok) and in Kláštor pod Znievom 

(Jubilee report 1870-2000, p. 2). 

For the successful birth of the Teacher’s 

Academy in Levice was only a decision of 

the Hungarian ministry of education not 

sufficient, but the city's understanding and 

financial and material assistance was nec-

essary as well. The Magistrate of Levice 

city ("Léva" in Hungarian and "Levenz" in 

the German language) was dealing with the 

question of the establishment of teacher's 

institute in dolné Pohronie for the first time 

on the 23 November 1869. The decisive be-

came a meeting of the city council on the 2 

December 1869, where they decided to of-

ficially request the government for the es-

tablishment of a teacher's academy in 

Levice. Their effort was approved by the 

Hungarian ministry of education on the 5 

December 1869. The mediator of the infor-

mation exchange between the ministry of 

education and the city council of Levice  

 

was the royal councilor Lukács Mácsay jr., 

who interpreted the conditions of the min-

istry to the city clerks. The Levice city had 

to provide for the future institute 1 acre of 

the inner city land and 3 acres of the land 

outside the city and the building material 

needed to construct the building of the in-

stitute (Jubilee report 1870-2000, p. 2). 

The intention of the inhabitants of Levice 

create teachers' academy in their city con-

sistent with the fact that under the leader-

ship of Joseph Pólyo citizen they started 

raising funds, during which they also re-

ferred to the important natives of  Levice. 

In a short time, they collected 3,500 forints. 

For this money, they bought a building land 

near the Perec stream. This created favora-

ble conditions for the construction of a fu-

ture teacher’s institution. During the con-

struction of the building, provisional tui-

tion had already got started and took a 

place in the so-called Kazy's House on Pán-

ska Street.  

The Hungarian royal state Teacher’s Acad-

emy in Levice was opened on 1 October 

1870 at the above-mentioned Pánska Street 

in Levice. Teaching started on 20 October 

of the same year. The first director of the 

institute was Ladislav Mikovits. During the 

first school year of 1870/1871, the aca-

demic board of the Teacher's Academy was 

created by four teachers - Miksa Hudec, 

Ľudovít Szabó and Karol Pázár, including 

the director. In the first year of the Institute, 

27 pupils were enrolled (Hudzovič J., 

1971, p. 38). The construction of a new 

building so-called "učiteľák" continued 

quickly, and after three years of temporary 

placement, the institute moved to its own 

building at Square of the Holy Trinity (This 

building in Levice stands up to this day - 

opposite the roman-catholic pastorate and 

St. Jozef's monastery church. The Calvinist 

gymnasium with the Hungarian teaching 

language is based in the building for sev-

eral years now, before that, there was a lo-

cal foster home). In the following years, the 

work in the teacher’s institute intensified so 

much, the city council in 1900 stated the 
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following: the current location of the insti-

tute is no longer satisfactory and the con-

struction of a new building of a teacher’s 

institute is being considered. 

After a long discussion of the building 

land, which ended at an extraordinary 

meeting of the city council on 29 January 

1907, the citizens of Levice decided to 

build a new, representative city building - 

in an elevated position above the cemetery, 

near the Levice’s Calvary. The construc-

tion of a representative building began in 

1909. On 25 October 1909, the foundation 

stone was laid and the memorandum was 

placed festively in the south corner of the 

building. The plans of the building of a new 

institute were made by the artistic archi-

tects Eduard Földes and Mikuláš Scheiber. 

The construction was carried out by the en-

gineer-entrepreneur Emil Reisz, the build-

ing master was Anton Stoy and the main 

guaranty of the building was Karol Rais 

(Jubilee report 1870-2000, p. 3). 

The building of the former Teacher's Acad-

emy (nowadays, the Pedagogical and So-

cial Academy seats here) affect imposingly 

till this day and for several decades it  be-

came the domain of Levice. Its internal ar-

rangement and equipment, especially with 

the collections, was very good. There were 

a teacher's academy, a training school and 

a dormitory of Teacher’s Academy in the 

three-floored building. The building was 

designed for 120 students. It complied with 

all then modern pedagogical and hygienic 

requirements and became one of the most 

beautiful and state-of-the-art buildings in 

the whole of Hungary. The Levice’s 

teacher’s institute was known as one of the 

leading teacher’s institutes of the Hungar-

ian state (Only boys were educated at the 

Teachers' Academy in Levice during the 

Austro-Hungarian empire period. Coedu-

cational teaching started to be performed 

after the establishment of the Czechoslo-

vak republic when the possibility of 

teacher’s education was acquired by girls 

as well). It owned rich collections in cabi-

nets, a large library, a meteorological sta-

tion, a botanical garden, apiary, and horti-

culture, which served as a teaching object 

for the inmates of teacher’s institute 

(Hudzovič J., 1971, p. 39). It was a magnif-

icent, far-visible building, reminiscent of 

the castle. 

The First World War disrupted teaching 

also in the Levice’s Teacher’s Academy. 

After the outbreak of war, the army and 

later the wounded soldiers were placed in 

the academy building. A significant part of 

the Hungarian professors and students 

(they left voluntarily) entered the forces, 

which was also a disturbance to the proper 

course of teaching. In December 1917, les-

sons for coal shortage were interrupted for 

a longer time. When the World War ended 

in 1918, Levice, along with the other terri-

tory of southern Slovakia, became part of 

the newly established Czechoslovak Re-

public. In the autumn of 1918, a new school 

year began, still in the Hungarian Teacher's 

Academy, but ended prematurely for Hun-

garian teachers. After the fall of the Habs-

burg monarchy, the Czech administration 

was needed in Slovakia, as there was a lack 

of qualified domestic intelligence of Slo-

vak nationality. Even the Teacher’s Acad-

emy in Levice was taken over by Czechs 

on 15 March 1919.  While taking over the 

Teacher’s Academy, for the Czechoslovak 

side participated: professor Otakar Šimák, 

as deputy of the Czechoslovak government 

and the temporary administrator of the in-

stitute, Vilém Fendt as representative of the 

Czechoslovak government and interpreter, 

and Bohdan Zippe as a writer (Palaťková 

H., 2012, p. 80). The Hungarian party was 

represented by the director of the institute 

Eugen Köveskuti with nine professors. 

Otakar Šimák declared he was taking over 

the building of the academy with all the ac-

cessories. However, taking the academy 
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into the Czechoslovak administration was 

not done without difficulty. The original 

director of the academy protested and de-

clared he was stepping aside from the vio-

lence. As a sign of the protest, the entire 

Hungarian professorial corps decided, that 

none of them would join Czechoslovakian 

services. Pupils could decide freely 

whether they want to continue their studies 

in the Levice or they will convert to another 

institution (Pedagogues of the Hungarian 

nationality in Levice were under the strong 

influence of the Hungarian political parties 

after the First World War, which led them 

to nationalist radicalism. They did not want 

to respect the Trianon agreement and re-

jected to accept the fact, that the Levice had 

become part of the new state).  

On 30 May 1919, Levice was occupied by 

the Hungarian soldiers of Red army after 

the declaration of Hungarian councilor’s 

republic. In the city resonated shooting, the 

soldiers occupied all strategic buildings, 

including the Teacher’s Academy. The en-

tire professorial corps of the academy was 

arrested (O. Šimák, B. Kalousek, Fr. 

Maloch, B. Zippe, J. Kverek, E. Hauner) 

and imprisoned in Šahy, Vacov, and Kó-

banya until the end of July 1919. They 

were liberated only after the negotiation of 

minister dr. Vavra Šrobár when they ex-

changed them for Hungarian captives. The 

exchange took place at the danube bridge 

in Bratislava on 28 July 1919. Several pu-

pils of the Teachers' academy were impris-

oned as well. According to the report of di-

rector Otakar Šimák, two of them, Alexan-

der Bahurinský from third class and Kornel 

Kovalčík from fourth class, were tortured 

already in Levice for their Slovak senti-

ment. Two pupils of the Teacher's academy 

- Želmira Sušová and Mária Grújbarová 

were imprisoned as well. The entire prof-

essorial corps and imprisoned pupils re-

ceived ministerial recognition (Hudzovič 

J., 1970, p. 3-9).  

Tuition at the Czechoslovak state 

Teacher’s Academy in Levice started on 24 

March 1919, although the academy had 

only ten pupils - the Slovaks who remained 

here from the original academy. Only one 

class was sufficient for these ten pupils in 

the beginning. However, within days the 

number of pupils increased so much, they 

could start teaching in all four grades. The 

Director of the Czechoslovak Teacher's 

academy in Levice announces to the Min-

istry of education and national education in 

Prague in the situation report from the 8 

April 1919, that the former Hungarian pro-

fessors of academy in Levice, despite the 

promise, are agitating against the existence 

of the Czechoslovak Teacher's Academy 

(Pedagogues avowing to the Hungarian na-

tionality had the option to stay in the acad-

emy and continue with pedagogy-educa-

tional process. There was only one condi-

tion – to teach in Slovak language. They re-

fused this proposal even though they all un-

derstood and spoke in Slovak. Slovak lan-

guage was taught in the Levice’s academy 

as the voluntary or optional subject already 

during the existence of Austria - Hungary). 

At the end of May 1919 simultaneously 

with the Teacher’s Academy exists training 

school with only 12 pupils for now. After 

Pentecost 1919, the occupation of Levice 

by the Hungarian troops ended and the 

school year at the Teacher’s Academy 

started on 16 September 1919. 

In the school year 1919/1920, started a rich 

period of the versatile activity of professors 

and pupils of the academy. In addition to 

basic school responsibilities, they also fo-

cused on the development of the Slovak 

cultural life in the city and in the nearby 

area. They regularly played theatrical plays 

for the public, organized memorial eve-

nings and cultural programs for the occa-

sion of memorial days and public holidays. 

For instance, on the 1 May 1920, the pupils 

of the academy prepared the first Slovak 
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theater performance in Levice. They 

played Urbanov's game Rozmajrín. They 

achieved great success with the help of this 

play, as evidenced by the fact that in the 

following days they had to repeat it three 

times only in Levice (Hudzovič J., 1970, p. 

42). The collections for the gold treasure of 

the Czechoslovak Republic and the Slovak 

national theater were organized as well. 

Tours of the students of the teacher's acad-

emy of Levice to Bohemia were also very 

successful. In the school, there was 

founded the self-study "Activity of Andrej 

Kmeť", which was designed to prepare stu-

dents for public and social life. The acad-

emy contributed by educating students to 

Levice was visited by the president of 

Czechoslovak Republic dr. Edvard Beneš. 

In the twenties of the last century, the cam-

paign for the abolition of the Teacher’s 

Academy in Levice was interfering the 

peaceful level of life in the institute. The 

campaign started from the initiative of the 

manager of the Levice’s grammar school 

Jaroslav Mikov, who wanted to move the 

local grammar school to the building of the 

institute and to offer his original premises 

to the burgher’s school. However, the prof-

essorial corps of the academy dismissed 

this possibility at its meeting and sent its 

opinion to the Department of Ministry of 

education and enlightenment in Bratislava. 

The history of the institute had also been 

adversely affected by the epidemic of 

Spanish influenza, which caused several 

deaths from the ranks of students. Teach-

er's Academy in Levice was threatened 

with further danger - relocation to Dolný 

Kubín. The Slovak league in Levice, to-

gether with all local cultural and political 

institutions, began fighting for the preser-

vation of the Teachers' Academy in Levice, 

which also crossed the city and district 

boundaries. 

The fight for the preservation of the Acad-

emy in Levice was joined in 1927 by trade 

unions of the railway commissionaires of 

the Jednota, the Alliance of Slovak rail-

waymen and the Union and the organiza-

tion of railway officers. They sent the Min-

istry of education and Dr. Milan Hodža the 

memorandum in which they asked to keep 

the Teacher´s Academy in Levice (Jubilee 

celebrations of the 10 year existence of the 

Czechoslovak state Teacher´s Academy in 

Levice were held on 16 and 17 March 1929 

with the great participation of representa-

tives of the authorities, guests, former and 

then-current inmates of the academy and 

local citizens). Students of the teacher’s in-

stitutes were not allowed to actively or pas-

sively participate in any political actions. 

This is evidenced by the letter of the De-

partment of the Ministry of education and 

national enlightenment in Bratislava dated 

to 5 May 1923, which expressly prohibits 

"engaging youth into political frictions, not 

allowing the youth to participate in any po-

litical celebrations or speeches" (Hudzovič 

J., 1970, p. 43). 

On 5-6 April 1924, a celebration of the 

five-year existence of the Czechoslovak 

state Teacher’s Academy in Levice took 

place. On this occasion, inmates, profes-

sors and locals recalled the importance and 

roles of the Levice Teacher's Academy, i.e. 

"The constitution, standing on the front 

guard of the south, to continue to be a pow-

erful supporter of the cultural development 

of the Slovak people and to contribute with 

purposeful education of the teachers' juve-

niles to the consolidation of the republic 

and strengthening the Czechoslovak cul-

tural and political unity." Also, regular 

tours of the academic pupils to the neigh-

boring Bohemia expanded their geograph-

ical-historical knowledge, contributed to 

the establishment of new friendships and to 

the strengthening of the relations of the two 

brotherly nations - Czechs and Slovaks 

(Hudzovič J., 1970, p. 43). 
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The Teacher’s Academy in Levice gained 

the reputation of an excellent school in the 

20’s and 30’s of the last century. In partic-

ular, long-term work of PhDr. Karol Šomer 

in the position of the director left beneficial 

marks in the ranks of new teachers. The 

candidates were brought up to Czechoslo-

vak patriotism and the ideas of democracy. 

Great attention was paid to singing, musi-

cal theory and orchestral activity (orchestra 

with choir were set up at the school). Later, 

the symphony orchestra, which played in 

the surrounding towns (Zlaté Moravce, Ni-

tra, Nové Zámky, Topoľčany), arose in the 

institute thanks to the professors Kaiser and 

Kozák. The repertoire of the orchestra and 

the choir was very rich and repeatedly 

broadcasted by Bratislava’s radio. The folk 

band called Tekov Wedding also achieved 

great success (Hudzovič J., 1970, p. 43). 

Students developed a rich cultural activity 

in the self-learning activity, where they 

sometimes conducted lectures, critiques, 

speech exercises, recitations with the par-

ticipation of the pedagogues. They per-

formed with choral or solo singing, played 

in a salon orchestra. The dance evenings of 

the self-learning activity were widely 

known. Equally important was a sport - the 

memoirs remember mainly gymnastics, 

which was at a high level. Lightweight ath-

letics, soccer, and handball (played by 

girls) and tennis were also cultivated. The 

scout group was strong, almost all the stu-

dents of the institute, including the pupils 

of the training school, were participating in 

the scout community Falcon. With the Fal-

con, the selected pupils participated in 

larger tours throughout the whole republic, 

connected with the visit of historical mon-

uments, which lasted even for a whole 

month during the summer holidays (Jubilee 

report, 1870-2010, p. 7). 

After the Vienna arbitration in November 

1938, the occupation of southern Slovakia 

took place. Levice and a large part of the 

district are connected to Horthy Hungary. 

After the general mobilization was an-

nounced on 24 September 1938, the crew 

headquarters housed an army at the prem-

ises of the Teacher’s Academy. A military 

hospital was also established in the build-

ing of the Teacher’s Academy.  

On 3 November 1938, The Ministry of ed-

ucation and national enlightenment in Bra-

tislava ordered the transfer of the Czecho-

slovak state Teacher’s Academy from 

Levice to Nová Baňa. Evacuation of the in-

stitute and school dormitory lasted from 4 

to 8 November. Tuition in Nová Baňa be-

gan on 9 November. After the collapse of 

Czechoslovakia on March 14 and 15, 1939 

in the newly established Slovak state, the 

Teacher’s Academy in Nová Baňa appears 

to be redundant, therefore, it was canceled 

by the Ministry of education and national 

enlightenment in Bratislava, by decree 

from 27 April 1939 under n. 2364/39 - II / 

2. 

Tuition in Hungarian lyceum, which 

emerged as the equivalent of the Czecho-

slovak Teacher’s Academy, began not until 

25 September 1939. Till this time the 

planned renovation of the building had 

taken place. Anton (Antal) Khín became 

the director of the Hungarian royal lyceum. 

Because of the short distance, several stu-

dents of the abolished institute in Nová 

Baňa decided to complete their studies in 

Levice. They also had to "to consider the 

nationality to the Hungarian nation as luck-

iness ". Lyceum belonged territorially to 

the Komárno’s inspectorate and was 

guided by the Hungarian royal ministry of 

public education and religion in Budapest. 

Education at school, along with Hungarian 

patriotism, was strongly religiously fo-

cused. Despite the strong denationalization 

of the Slovak population, there was also re-

quired tuition of Slovak language, which 

was taught mainly through courses. During 

the Hungarian occupation, students joined 
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the self-educating activity of Sándor 

Petőfi, who had a literary, historical, natu-

ral-science, music and sports division. 

The deficiency of teaching forces during 

the Second World War allowed the stu-

dents of the teachers’ academies to leave 

for the practice at the end of the first half of 

the year. Educational schoolwork was en-

riched during the war with the screening of 

botanical, zoological, chemical, physical 

and agricultural films (Hudzovič J., 1970, 

p. 48). Tuition in the school year 1944/45 

had to be discontinued shortly after the 

start and ended prematurely due to the pro-

pinquity of the front. The Slovak national 

uprising also attracted Slovaks living in 

southern Slovakia. The citizens of the Hun-

garian nationality, who rejected the pres-

ence of units of the "Arrow crosses" organ-

ization, the so-called "Nilas" shortly joined 

the insurgents. On 20 December 1944, the 

troops of the 2nd Ukrainian front of the 

marshal Malinovský liberated Levice. Af-

ter five years of Hungarian occupation, the 

Levice’s Teacher’s Academy falls back to 

the restored Czechoslovak republic. The 

denationalization and hardness of the Hun-

garian authorities' practice was diminished 

under the influence of the Slovak National 

Rising and the approaching allied armies of 

the anti-Hitler coalition. 

A new stage in the history of the Levice’s 

Teacher’s Academy begins on 28 January 

1945, when the institution, shortly after the 

liberation of the city, is taken over by the 

commissioner of the Revolutionary district 

national Committee in Levice, Andrej 

Polonec. After the reconstruction of the 

building that was damaged during the war 

operations near Hron, the tuition began on 

25 September 1945 at the State Teacher's 

Academy in Levice. In addition to the 

Academy, a dormitory was restored and a 

three-class training school was established 

(Jubilee Report, 1870-2010, p. 8). In the 

school year 1946/47, an institute for the ed-

ucation of kindergarten teachers was estab-

lished alongside a teacher’s academy, 

which educated teachers for folk schools. 

There were three such institutes in Slo-

vakia: two near the Teachers' Academies in 

Levice and in Bratislava, separate one was 

placed in Žilina (Jubilee report, 1870-2010, 

p. 8). 

Since the beginning of the 1950/51 school 

year, a new adaptation of teachers’ educa-

tion started to be effective. According to it, 

Pedagogical grammar school for the educa-

tion of kindergarten teachers is set up in-

stead of Teacher's Academy in Levice. As 

of 1 September 1951, there were further 

changes. A Pedagogical grammar school 

for the education of national school teach-

ers is established in Levice (Jubilee report, 

2005, p. 4). On September 1, 1953, the 

Pedagogical school for the training of 

teachers of national schools began to func-

tion in Levice. The preparation of teachers 

of national schools at the Pedagogical 

school in Levice ended in the school year 

1960/1961. However, on 1 September 

1959, the first three classes for the educa-

tion of kindergarten teachers were opened 

at the Pedagogical school. In the school 

year 1963/64, the education of out-of-

school facilities pedagogues started at 

school. Apart from a full-time daily study, 

distance postgraduate studies were also or-

ganized in fields of the teacher education 

for kindergartens and pedagogy. In the six-

ties of the last century, the establishment 

was renamed to the Pedagogical school. 

However, due to the nationally mixed re-

gion, it is losing the status of the college, 

which is taken over by Nitra (Pedagogical 

Institute, today's University of the Con-

stantine the philosopher). At the time of so-

cialism, the Pedagogical school in Levice 

had allocated classes to the Secondary gen-

eral-educational school in Partizánske and 

Topoľčany. The school had 12 classes of 
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the daily study, including three classes with 

tuition Hungarian language. In order to en-

sure a better employment of graduates, the 

pedagogical employees contributed to the 

innovation of the basic pedagogical docu-

ments of the study departments (Jubilee re-

port, 1870-2010, p. 5). 

Tuition at the Pedagogical school was in 

a period of socialism carried in the spirit of 

the IX. Congress of 

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, in 

the spirit of dialectical and historical mate-

rialism and in the spirit of Marxism – Len-

inism thoughts. It was required to adapt so-

viet’s experiences, fight against obscu-

rantism, superstitions and atheistic educa-

tion of students. There was applied educa-

tion for proletarian internationalism in the 

spirit of socialist humanism, the education 

to labor and the sense for collectivity was 

created (Hudzovič J., 1970, p. 68). 

Since the school year 1963/64, the educa-

tion of pedagogues of school and out-of-

school facilities started 

in addition to kindergarten teachers. Apart 

from a full-time daily study, distance post-

graduate studies were also organized in 

fields of the pedagogy for kindergartens 

and pedagogy (Jubilee report, 1870-2010, 

p. 8). In 1977, the school was renamed to 

the Secondary Pedagogical School (SPgS). 

After a velvet revolution in November 

1989 and the fall of communist totalitari-

anism, new changes occurred in school fa-

cilities. At the Secondary pedagogical 

school in Levice, the departments of peda-

gogy for kindergartens and pedagogy were 

united in one study department called the 

pedagogical school, later called pedagogy 

for kindergartens and pedagogy. Changes 

at the labor market, in the value orientation 

of society as well as the problems of the re-

lation of pedagogy and society led to the 

creation of new fields of study, focused on 

social work, the field of culture and leisure 

activities and assistance work of teacher. 

Since 1996, the school was called the Ped-

agogical and social academy in Levice 

(PaSA) (Jubilee Report, 1870-2010, p. 8). 

Between years 1996 - 2005, the school 

opened new departments: a social - peda-

gogical worker, a cultural - pedagogical 

worker, a leisure time animator, and peda-

gogical lyceum. 

It is necessary to mention several important 

figures who graduated from the Teacher’s 

Academy in Levice, and their activities 

crossed the border of the Levice district. 

That includes writers Jozef Cíger Hronský, 

Anton Hykisch, Andrej Chudoba and Peter 

Jilemnický, the first post-war director of 

Tekov museum Pavol Hulják and the well-

known European traveler Koloman Kitten-

berger, a native of Levice, who became fa-

mous with historical research mainly in Af-

rican territory. He participated in the en-

richment of the depository of the national 

museum in Budapest. Now we will get a 

closer look at Pavol Hulják, who did not 

only graduate the Teacher’s Academy in 

Levice but is also one of the most important 

pedagogues and enlightenment workers in 

the district of Levice. 

Important figures of the Teacher’s 

Academy in Levice 

Pavol Hulják was born on 25 January 1881, 

in Tekovská Nová Ves (today it is a part of 

village Nová Dedina). He acquired the ex-

pertise of the pedagogue - educator in the 

Teacher’s Academy in Levice in 1900. In 

1907 he expanded his pedagogical exper-

tise in Budapest with the ability to teach 

speech affected children. In 1923 at Levice 

Teacher’s Academy he was also qualified 

for teaching drawing at the burgher’s 

schools.His long-time teaching journey be-

gan in the Ruthenian village Čísava. From 

Čísava his way led to the hontian village 

Dolné Rykynčince, where he participated 

in the foundation of a communal library 

and cooperative society. The next stop was 

the village Horša (today it is one of the 
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town parts of Levice). In 1911 The Minis-

try of education of Hungary nominated 

Pavel Hulják as organist and director of the 

school in the Slovak village Pilis Szent 

László, lying in the diocese of Ostrihom. 

Besides his teaching duties, he also acted 

here as a postmaster, assistant notary and 

fulfilled other activities, which were 

needed by people living in a remote moun-

tain village in the valley of Pilišské Moun-

tains. After the formation of the Czechoslo-

vak Republic, Pavol Hulják practiced 

teaching in the village Šalmoš (today we 

know it as Gondovo and it is also a part of 

village Nová Dedina). Here he also de-

voted himself to writing communal chron-

icle. In 1922 he received a commision from 

the school inspectorate in Levice for the 

performance as the director of the folk 

school in Čajkov. He worked there until 

1941 when he retired. So-called ”inter-

state” in his rich teacher’s career was the 

burgher’s school in Levice, where he gave 

classes of natural science and geometry in 

the school year 1924/25. 

As a retiree, in 1946 he became the first 

post-war director of the museum in Levice. 

Thanks to his merit there was sorting and 

re-installation of the war decimated collec-

tion of the city museum. Hulják had a large 

share in the organization of archaeological 

research of the extinct medieval neighbor-

hood on the soil of Levice – so-called 

Bratky, which he led with the cooperation 

of the Archaeological institute in Nitra. He 

managed to get more rooms in the city 

house and three new workers for the mu-

seum activities. By the Huljak’s side, a 

young teacher Pavol Behula started to work 

with him in 1952, but because of tubercu-

losis, he had to resign from the pedagogical 

activity. He continued in the footsteps of 

his benefactor and became a respected 

museologist. At the same time with the mu-

seum, the town library was restored in 

Levice with public reading room. Its man-

agement and administration were entrusted 

to Pavol Hulják. Thanks to Hulják’s expert 

knowledge, social authority and humane 

approach to citizens, the attendance was re-

sumed and an interest in the homeland mu-

seum in Levice was increased. Many me-

morials still remember with nostalgia 

Hulják’s literary parties and lectures about 

historical events connected to the history of 

the city Levice even today. Hulják’s home-

land hiking tours became unforgettable in 

the circle of nature lovers. 

In 1954, the consolidated museum's cir-

cumstances and the perspectively evolving 

museum activity were disrupted by the re-

moval of collections from the City house 

building into the premises of the Francis-

can monastery. Nevertheless the aging and 

disappointed director continued to work 

hard in his activity. He resigned from his 

directorial function in November 1956 but 

continued to work in the museum until his 

death, in October 1958. He was buried at 

the town cemetery in Levice. 
 

Conclusions. 
 

This historical thesis presents a sketch of 

the history of the Teacher's Academy in 

Levice to show in what extent the Levice 

Academy was involved in educating teach-

ers over the past 150 years. The thesis also 

determines which place belongs to this 

school in the history of Hungarian and Slo-

vak education. 

The thesis also partly explains the life and 

its run in the Levice city, where the 

Teacher’s Academy was founded. The of-

ficial language of the city – also the tui-

tional language was Hungarian, although 

the inhabitants of Čilejkár’s villages were 

disavowing from the Hungarian language 

and avowed to Slovak nationality. In the 

period of the first Czechoslovakia new 
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schools were established in Levice. How-

ever, war events had an adverse impact on 

the education of the entire Levice district, 

mainly for the material side. Most of the 

school buildings, including the building of 

The Teacher's Academy, was severely 

damaged. However, after Second World 

War the school system expanded so much 

that it covered education from the smallest 

children to the graduates. After the libera-

tion, from 1945, students from various 

places in Slovakia studied at the Teaching 

Academy, namely from: Bratislava, Du-

najská Streda, Komárno, Košice, Lučenec, 

Nitra, Nové Zámky, Prievidza, Rimavská 

Sobota, Rožňava, Ružomberok, Senica, 

Topoľčany, Trebišov, Trenčín , Trnava, 

Zvolen and Žiar nad Hronom. 

The aim of the historical thesis was to get a 

picture of teacher’s education in Levice. 

Considering the options available while 

creating a thesis, we can say we have met 

the set aim. As part of the history of peda-

gogy, the area to which the presented thesis 

is inherently included, we have enriched 

the review to history about one of the 

teacher’s institutes operating in the Slovak 

territory.
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