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The opinions on euthanasia expressed by followers 
of various religions

S U M M A R Y

T h e  a i m  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  w a s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  v i e w s  o n  e u t h a n a s ia  e x p r e s s e d  b y  f o l ­

l o w e r s  o f  v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o n s .

M a t e r i a l  a n d  m e t h o d s :  I t  w a s  a  q u a l i t a t i v e ,  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  p e ­

r i o d  b e t w e e n  F e b r u a r y  a n d  M a r c h  2 0 1 6 .  T h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h r e e  

r e l i g i o n s  -  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  J u d a is m  a n d  I s la m .  T h e  m e t h o d  u s e d  w a s  a  c a t e g o r is e d  i n t e r v ie w .

R e s u l t s :  G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  e x p r e s s  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  e u t h a n a s ia  i s  n o t  a  g o o d  

s o l u t i o n  a n d  n e g a t e  i t .  T h e y  c o n s id e r  e u t h a n a s ia  t o  b e  a  f o r m  o f  m u r d e r ,  m a n s la u g h t e r  

o r  s u ic id e .  T h e y  r e f u s e  p e o p le  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e c id e  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  d e a th ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  r e la t i v e s .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  f o l l o w i n g  I s l a m  a n d  J u d a ­

i s m  a c c e p t  e u t h a n a s ia  i n  s o m e  s p e c i f i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  T h o s e  a t t i t u d e s  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  

a s s u m p t io n s  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n s .

C o n c l u s i o n s :  T h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t in g  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s  e x p r e s s  g e n e r a l  o p -  

p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  id e a  o f  e u t h a n a s ia .  T h u s ,  o n e  c a n  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ’  v a lu e s  

s t e m  n o t  o n l y  f r o m  t h e i r  f a i t h s  b u t  a ls o  f r o m  o t h e r  id e a s  o f  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m .  E u t h a n a s ia  

a n d  d e a t h  c o n s t i t u t e  is s u e s  t h a t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  b e  f u l l y  g r a s p e d  b y  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d ,  

b u t  n u r s i n g  s t a f f  s h o u ld  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t io n s  a s k e d  b y  p a t ie n t s  s t a y in g  

i n  t e r m i n a l  c a r e ,  p a l l i a t i v e  c a r e  a n d  e n d - o f - l i f e  c a r e  u n i t s .

K e y  w o r d s :  e u t h a n a s ia ,  r e l i g i o n ,  o p in io n s .

Background

The advance o f  medicine in the 21st centmy, higher level o f  life and better economic condi- 
tions resulted in a substantial increase o f  the length o f  human life, and at the same time cre- 
ated new problems related to the process o f  aging. The lengthening o f  life in a global scale
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and the results o f  epidemiological studies suggest an increase in the population o f incurably 
ill patients1. The desire to experience a calm, good death started to clash with ethical rules 
followed by doctors, which in the name o f basic medical standards require continuing treat- 
ment in order to sustain life as long as possible2 (Błaszczuk, 2005).

The solutions brought by the modern world are very complex from a bioethical point 
o f view. Euthanasia is one o f them. The sanctity o f  human life is more and more often dis- 
puted, which leads to attempted evaluations o f patients’ suffering which would authorise 
the doctor to bring their death3.

M ałgorzata  Lesińska-Saw icka, Joanna Żółtańska, A gnieszka  G rochulska

Introduction

Euthanasia is an ambiguous and controversial term. A ll disputants agree as to the three ele- 
ments that characterize it: it is a shortening o f  human life, it is practised by doctors and it is 
based on an assumption that bringing a sooner death is more beneficial for the patient or is 
a “lesser evil” than waiting until natural death4. Thus, the term “euthanasia” means the act 
o f causing a painless, quicker death o f  a terminally ill patient, performed by a doctor who is 
motivated by the benefit o f the patient5.

The meaning o f the word “euthanasia” has been continuously changing over the centuries.
The first notion o f  euthanasia comes from the 5th century B C. A  Greek comic poet Crati- 

nus used a term euthanatos which meant “to have a good death.” At the end o f  the 4th cen­
tury B C Epicurus’s friend Menander described “uncomplicated, painless and quick death” 6, 
and Suetonius wrote about Augustus Ceasar that he “was blessed with an easy death and such 
a one as he had always longed for” and used the term euthanasia7.

In modern times the word euthanasia was used by Francis Bacon in 1605, in his work “On 
the dignity and augmentation o f  Sciences”. He used the term euthanasia exteriore, and by 
that exterior euthanasia he meant assisted, calm and pleasant death, used in illnesses without 
any hope for curing8.

For two centuries “exterior euthanasia” remained without an echo. Only in the 1930s 
in the US and the UK societies promoting euthanasia were set up. However, the abnormali- 
ties o f  national socialism in Germany and mass murdering o f  people perceived as antisocial 
or unworthy o f living ended the discussion on positive aspects o f  euthanasia9.

1 E u r o s t a t ,  Healthy life years statistics, h t t p : / / e c . e u r o p a . e u / e u r o s t a t / s t a t i s t i c s - e x p l a i n e d / i n d e x . p h p /  

H e a l t h y _ l i f e _ y e a r s _ s t a t i s t i c s ,  m a y  2 0 1 7 .

2 J . B ła s z c z u k ,  Eutanazja -  mity, „ O n k o l o g i a  P o l s k a ”  2 0 0 5 ,  n r  8 ( 3 ) ,  s . 1 9 3 - 1 9 4 ;  Chorzy w stanach 
terminalnych a etyka zawodowa w medycynie, r e d .  J . B o g u s z ,  B y d g o s k i e  T o w a r z y s t w o  N a u k o w e ,  

B y d g o s z c z  1 9 8 5 ;  B .  G r a h a m ,  Śmierć -  a co dalej?, W y d a w n i c t w o  S ł o w o  P r a w d y ,  W a r s z a w a  1 9 9 2 .

3 J . B ł a s z c z u k ,  o p .  c i t . ( j . w )

4 R .  T o k a r c z y k ,  Prawa narodzin, życia i śmierci, K a n t o r  W y d a w n i c z y  Z a k a m y c z e ,  Z a k a m y c z e  2 0 0 0 .

5 I b i d e m .

6 A .  M a r c o l ,  W kręgu wartości chrześcijańskich. Wybór artykułów, R e d a k c j a  W y d a w n i c t w  W y d z i a ł u  

T e o l o g i c z n e g o  U n i w e r s y t e t u  O p o l s k i e g o ,  O p o l e  2 0 0 6 .

7 N .  A u m o n i e r ,  Eutanazja, I n s t y t u t  W y d a w n i c z y  P a x ,  W a r s z a w a  2 0 0 3 .

8 I b i d e m .

9 I b i d e m .

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/
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In the second half o f  the 20th century euthanasia become a subject to debate due to articles 
that discussed it10. It also became defined by law. Euthanasia was treated either as suicide or 
murder, as third parties were involved in the act o f  life shortening.

Euthanasia is one o f the most complex and troublesome issues related to the moral, spir- 
itual and economic sphere.

Religion as a cultural fact is at the same time something more than a model o f  life con- 
nected to what is considered sacred and absolute. From a single person’s point o f  view  
it is a set o f  attitudes -  beliefs and motives -  which induce the individual to different types
of actions11.

Religion is anchored in the culture as a philosophical system, first via created myths, 
and then codified doctrines and ideas developed into a theory explaining basic problems 
o f human life 12. As a cultural system, religion strongly influences many areas o f  human life, 
as well as points o f view  and attitudes. For believers, religion is often the point o f  reference 
also for manifesting opinions on ethical problems13.

Therefore, the problem o f euthanasia should not be discussed without describing its cul­
tural correlations, including religious, the legal system for a given country, but also the code 
o f ethics for medical professions14.

The “sanctity o f life” is a view  almost unanimously manifested by representatives o f  vari- 
ous churches. They are also absolute opponents o f  “euthanazism”, although their opinions 
sometimes differ. The perception o f  ethical and moral aspects has been shaped by churches 
in a principled way, therefore the authors would like to discuss the doctrines o f  three religions 
-  Catholicism, Judaism and Islam -  and their view  on euthanasia

AIM

The aim o f the study was to find out the opinions on euthanasia perception by respondents 
representing different religions.

The three religions presented in this study are all pro-life. Therefore, the aim o f the study 
was not to emphasise the differences, but to show those common features in those religious 
systems that could be used by nurses in taking care o f  patients from different cultural back- 
grounds. Thus it would be possible to consider cultural distinctness o f  a terminal patient, 
while preserving mandatory procedures in nursing.

M ethods

The study was a pilot study o f  a project related to nursing care in case o f  a culturally different 
patient in a terminal state.

10 I b i d e m .

11 J . M .  Y i n g e r ,  Religia, kultura i społeczeństwo [ w : ]  Socjologia religii. Antologia tekstów, r e d .  

W .  P i w o w a r s k i ,  N o m o s ,  K r a k ó w  1 9 9 8 .

12 E .  C i u p a k ,  Socjologia religii, I W Z Z ,  W a r s z a w a  1 9 8 9 .

13 A .  S k u r a - M a d z i a ł a ,  Religie świata i ich stanowisko wobec eutanazji. „ A n n a l e s .  E t h i c s  i n  E c o n o m i c  

L i f e ”  2 0 0 9 ,  P u b l i s h e d  b y  L o d z  A r c h d i o c e s a n  P r e s s ,  n r  1 2 ,  2 ,  s. 2 5 - 3 4 .

14 E .  K r a j e w s k a - K u ł a k ,  I .  W r o ń s k a ,  K .  K ę d z i o r a - K o r n a t o w s k a ,  Problemy wielokulturowości w medy­
cynie, P Z W L ,  W a r s z a w a  2 0 1 0 .



304

Q u a l i t a t i v e ,  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  F e b r u a r y - M a r c h  2 0 1 6 .  T h e  r e s p o n d -  

e n t s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h r e e  r e l i g i o n s  -  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  J u d a i s m  a n d  I s l a m .  T h i s  d e s i g n  

a l l o w e d  u s  t o  g a i n  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ’  v i e w s  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n s

o f  e u t h a n a s i a .

T h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o b l e m  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r s  c h o s e  t o  a n s w e r  w a s  f o r m u l a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  A r e  

t h e r e  a n y  s i m i l a r i t i e s  ( a n d  i f  s o ,  w h a t  a r e  t h e y )  i n  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o n  e u t h a n a s i a  a m o n g  r e p r e -  

s e n t a t i v e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s ?

T o  a n s w e r  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  u s e d  a  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  

a  c o n s i s t e n t  a t t e n t i o n  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e m  a s  t h e y  r e a l l y  a r e ,  w i t h  f u l l  

a n d  e n g a g e d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .

Setting

T h e  r e s e a r c h  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  3  p e r s o n s ,  f o l l o w i n g  C a t h o l i c i s m  -  a  p e r s o n  o f  a  P o l i s h  o r i -  

g i n ,  I s l a m  -  a  p e r s o n  o f  a  T u r k i s h  o r i g i n ,  a n d  J u d a i s m  -  a  p e r s o n  o f  a  J e w i s h  o r i g i n .  D u r i n g  

t h e  s t u d y  a l l  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  s t a y i n g  i n  P o l a n d .

D ata Collection

A  q u a l i t a t i v e  s t u d y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  a  c a t e g o r i s e d  i n t e r v i e w .

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s :

T h e  s u r v e y  w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  f i r s t  a u t h o r  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  b a s e d  o n  k e y  t h e m e s  d r a w n  

o u t  o f  p u b l i s h e d  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e u t h a n a s i a ,  a n d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  

d u r i n g  c l a s s e s  o n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  m e d i c i n e .  T h e  s u r v e y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s t a n d a l o n e  o p e n - e n d e d  

q u e s t i o n s .  D u e  t o  t h e  e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s t u d y  d e s i g n ,  i t  w a s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  c a l c u l a t e  

m e a s u r e s  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y .

T h e  s u r v e y  c o n t a i n e d  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  d e f i n i n g  o f  e u t h a n a s i a  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  i t .  

T h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  o p i n i o n  o n  t h e  l i v i n g  w i l l .  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e :

1 . W h a t  d o  y o u  a s s o c i a t e  e u t h a n a s i a  w i t h ?

2 .  D o  y o u  p e r m i t  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e n  e u t h a n a s i a  c o u l d  b e  p e r f o r m e d ?

3 .  D o  p e o p l e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e c i d e  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  o r  t h e i r  n e x t  o f  k i n ’ s  d e a t h ?

4 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  s o  c a l l e d  “ l i v i n g  w i l l ”  ?

T h e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  r e s p o n d e n t s  o f  P o l i s h  a n d  J e w i s h  o r i g i n  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  i n  P o l i s h .  

T h e  s u r v e y  w a s  t r a n s l a t e d  b y  t w o  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a n s l a t o r s  i n t o  t h e  T u r k i s h  l a n -  

g u a g e .  T h e  v a l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  v a l i d a -  

t i o n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e 15 . T h e  s u r v e y  w a s  a d a p t e d  f o r  c o m p a r a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  b y  m e a n s  o f  c u l t u r a l  

a d a p t a t i o n .

B e f o r e  t h e  s u r v e y  p o t e n t i a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  a i m  o f  t h e  s u r v e y ,  w e r e  

g i v e n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  e t h i c s  c o m m i t t e e / s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  e t h i c a l  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  

a n d  w e r e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w a s  a n o n y m o u s ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  v o l u n t a r y .  T h e  r e s p o n d ­

e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t u d y  i s  v o l u n t a r y  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  

n o t  b e  o b l i g e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n s w e r s  t o  a n y  q u e s t i o n ( s )  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  

T h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  o p t  o u t  f r o m  t h e  s t u d y  a t  a n y  t i m e  w i t h -  

o u t  a n y  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

A  s u r v e y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a t  a  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  p o i n t e d  o u t  a s  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .

M ałgorzata  Lesińska-Saw icka, Joanna Żółtańska, A gnieszka  G rochulska

15 E u r o s t a t ,  Guidelines for the Development and Criteria: for the Adoption of Health Survey Instru­
ments, E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n  2 0 1 1 .
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D ata Analysis

A f t e r  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  e a c h  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  c h e c k e d  v i s u a l l y  f o r  c o m p l e t e n e s s .  

Q u a l i t a t i v e  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  i s  a  d y n a m i c  f o r m  o f  a n a l y s i s  o f  v e r b a l  d a t a  t h a t  i s  o r i e n t e d  

t o w a r d  s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h a t  d a t a .  T h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d -  

e n t s  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  a n a l y z e d .  B a s e d  o n  t h e s e  a n a l y s e s ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  

d e f i n e d  c a t e g o r i e s .

Ethical consideration

T h e  s t u d y  p r o t o c o l  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  B i o e t h i c s .  

T h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o - r e s e a r c h e r s  e n s u r e d  t h a t  l o c a l  c o u n t r y  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  f o l l o w e d .

Results

R espondent No. 1 -R om an  Catholic
A  w o m a n  a g e d  5 2 ,  f r o m  P o l a n d ,  m a r r i e d ,  c i t y - d w e l l e r ,  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  l i b r a r i a n .

R espondent No. 2 -  M uslim
A  m a n  a g e d  2 7 ,  f r o m  T u r k e y ,  s i n g l e ,  c i t y - d w e l l e r ,  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t e a c h e r ,  v i s i t i n g  

f r i e n d s  i n  P o l a n d .

R espondent No. 3 -  Jew
A  m a n  a g e d  4 7 ,  f r o m  I s r a e l ,  m a r r i e d ,  c i t y - d w e l l e r ,  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  e c o n o m i s t ,  l i v i n g  

i n  P o l a n d  f o r  1 5  y e a r s .

E a c h  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w a s  a n  a c t i v e  f o l l o w e r  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  p a s s e d  o n  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n s  

a n d  v a l u e s  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s .

T h e  a n s w e r s  s h o w  i n d i v i d u a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p -  

r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  a l l  f o l l o w e r s  o f  a  g i v e n  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  t h e y  s h o w  i n d i v i d u a l  o p i n i o n s .

T a b l e  1 .  T h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  r e l i g i o n  f o l l o w e r s  o n  e u t h a n a s i a  a n d  r e l a t e d  i s s u e s

T h e  a n s w e r s  

o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  

N o  1

C a t h o l i c i s m

T h e  a n s w e r s  

o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  

N o  2  

I s l a m

T h e  a n s w e r s  

o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  N o  3  

J u d a i s m

A s s o c i a t i o n s  

w i t h  e u t h a n a s ia

E u t h a n a s ia  i s  k i l l i n g  

o n  d e m a n d .  I t  i s  a s s o c ia t e d  

w i t h  lo n e l i n e s s ,  b u t  

a ls o  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  

c o n v e n ie n c e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  

i s  e a s ie r  t o  k i l l  s o m e o n e  

t h a n  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e m  

i n  s ic k n e s s .

E u t h a n a s ia  i s  s u i c id e  

o f  a  k i n d .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  e u t h a n a s ia  

a n d  s u i c id e  l i e s  

i n  e u t h a n a s ia  b e in g  

a  c o n s c io u s  d e c i s i o n ,  

a n d  s u i c id e  i s  o f t e n  

p r e c e d e d  b y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

p r o b l e m s  e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  

a  p e r s o n .

A c t i v e  e u t h a n a s ia  is  

m u r d e r .  I t  i s  a  h y p o c r i t i c a l  

h e l p  f o r  p e o p le  l o s i n g  

t h e  s e n s e  o f  m e a n in g  

i n  l i f e ,  s e e in g  n o  h o p e  o r  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  f o r  f u r t h e r  

e x is t e n c e .  I t  i s  a  t r a g e d y  

t h a t  p u t s  e c o n o m y  o v e r  

l i f e ,  a n d  a ls o  s h o w s  

t h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  r o l e  

o f  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  i n  t h e  2 1 st 

c e n t u r y ,  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  

p r o v i d e  h e lp  t o  s o  c a l l e d  

a n g e ls  o f  d e a th .
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S i t u a t i o n s  

i n  w h i c h  

e u t h a n a s ia  c o u l d  

b e  a c c e p t a b le

T h e r e  i s  n o  s i t u a t i o n  

i n  w h i c h  e u t h a n a s ia  

w o u l d  b e  a c c e p t a b le .  I t  i s  

a  N a z i  m e t h o d .  N o b o d y  

c a n  d e c id e  a b o u t  a n o t h e r  

p e r s o n ’ s  l i f e .

T h e  d e c i s i o n  d e p e n d s  

o n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e  a r e  

in .  I f  t h e r e  i s  n o  h o p e  f o r  

s u r v i v a l ,  t h e n  e u t h a n a s ia  

m i g h t  b e  c o n s id e r e d .  

H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  

a n y  c h a n c e  t h e n  i t  i s  

w o r t h  t o  t r y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

t h e  i l l n e s s .

S u c h  s i t u a t i o n s  

e x i s t  a n d  t h e n  i t  i s  

p a s s iv e  e u t h a n a s ia  

w h i c h  i s  p e r f o r m e d  

o n l y  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  b e c a u s e  

i t  i s  u n e t h i c a l  t o  p r o l o n g  

d y i n g .  A l s o  w h e n  

t h e  p e r s o n  i s  s u f f e r i n g  

a n d  t h e i r  l i f e  i s  s u s t a in e d  

o n l y  t h a n k s  t o  e q u i p m e n t ,  

t h e n  n o t  o n l y  m o r a l i t y ,  b u t  

a ls o  J e w i s h  l a w  a c c e p ts  

s u c h  p o s s i b i l i t y .

T h e  o p i n i o n  

o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

t o  m a k e

a  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  

t h e  t i m e  o f  o n e ’ s 

o w n  o r  n e x t  

o f  k i n ’ s  d e a t h

P e o p le  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  

t o  d e c id e  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  

o f  t h e i r  o w n  d e a th ,  

a n d  d e f i n i t e l y  a b o u t  

t h e i r  f a m i l y ’ s  o r  o t h e r  

p e o p l e ’ s . T h e  l e g a l i s a t i o n  

o f  e u t h a n a s ia  i n  A l b a n i a ,  

L u x e m b o u r g ,  

t h e  N e t h e r la n d s  o r  

B e l g i u m  f i l l s  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  

o f  t r a g e d y  a n d  f e a r  

o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h o s e  

c o u n t r i e s ,  f e a r i n g  f o r  

t h e i r  l i v e s  b e c a u s e  

o f  e u t h a n a z i s m ’ s  a b u s e .

N o b o d y  b u t  G o d  h a s  

t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e c id e  a b o u t  

d e a th .  T h e r e  i s  n o  c h a n c e  

f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r  b i r t h  

o f  a  p e r s o n  w i t h  t h e  p o w e r  

a n d  a b i l i t i e s  o f  G o d .

I t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t  

a c c e p t a b l e  t o  d e c id e  a b o u t  

a n y o n e ’ s  o r  o n e ’ s  o w n  

d e a th .  I t  w o u l d  b e  a n  a c t  

o f  m u r d e r .  O n l y  G o d  m a y  

d e c id e  a b o u t  t h e  m o m e n t  

o f  d e a th .

T h e  o p i n i o n s  

a b o u t  t h e  s o  

c a l l e d  “ l i v i n g  

w i l l ”

T h e  p e r s o n  t h a t  w o u l d  

l i k e  t o  m a k e  s u c h  w i l l  

s h o u l d  b e  p e r s u a d e d  

a g a in s t  i t .  I t  n e e d s  t o  b e  

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  m a i n  

a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  l a w  i s  

t h e  n a t u r a l ,  n o t  s t a t u t o r y  

la w . .

T h e  l i v i n g  w i l l  m a y  b e  

a  s o l u t i o n  t o  i m p o r t a n t  

p r o b l e m s ,  a ls o  t h o s e  

p e r t a i n i n g  t o  l i f e  

a n d  d e a th .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  

m e a n  t h a t  o n e  s h o u ld  

e a s i l y  g i v e  u p .  W e  s h o u ld  

f i g h t  h a r d  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  

a n d  u n t i l  w e  r e a c h  o u r  

g o a ls .

T h e  m a n  s h o u l d  b e  

o b e d i e n t  t o  G o d  w h o  

i s  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  b o t h  

l i f e  a n d  d e a t h .  N o b o d y  

c a n  p l a n  w h e n  o r  h o w  

t h e y  w i l l  d ie .  T h i s  

d e c i s i o n  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  

o n  a  p e r s o n ,  n o r  b e lo n g s  

t o  t h e m .

S o u r c e :  o w n  s t u d y .

Discussion

The statements of the respondents presented in this study unanimously show that euthanasia 
is not a good thing and negate it. They emphasise that euthanasia is murder, manslaughter 
and a type of suicide. The respondents to not grant the right to decide about the time of one’s 
own death or about the death of their next of kin, although the followers of Islam and Judaism 
accept euthanasia in certain circumstances. Those attitudes are consistent with their religions.
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I n  I s l a m ,  J u d a i s m  a n d  C a t h o l i c i s m  e u t h a n a s i a  i s  f o i b i d d e a

I s l a m i e  j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  b a s e d  o n  a  c o n v i n c i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o l y  K o r a n ,  d o e s  n o t  

r e c o g n i z e  a  p e r s o n ’ s  r i g h t  t o  d i e  v o l u n t a r i l y .  T h e  I s l a m i c  a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  e u t h a n a s i a  c a n  

b e  s u m m a r i z e d  i n  t w o  m a i n  r e a s o n s ,  n a m e l y  l i f e  i s  s a c r e d  a n d  e u t h a n a s i a  a n d  s u i c i d e  a r e  n o t  

i n c l u d e d  a m o n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  a l l o w e d  f o r  k i l l i n g  i n  I s l a m ,  a n d  s e c o n d l y  A l l a h  d e c i d e s  h o w  

l o n g  e a c h  o f  u s  w i l l  l i v e  a n d  t w o  v e r s e s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  r e a s o n 1 6 .

J e w i s h  m e d i c a l  e t h i c s  a s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  J e w i s h  l a w ,  h a s  d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f o u r  c a r d i n a l  

v a l u e s  o f  s e c u l a r  m e d i c a l  e t h i c s :  a u t o n o m y ,  b e n e f i c e n c e ,  n o n m a l e f i c e n c e ,  a n d  j u s t i c e ,  w i t h  

t h e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  J e w i s h  l a w  a n d  s e c u l a r  m e d i c a l  e t h i c s  b e i n g  t h a t  o r t h o d o x  

o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  J e w s  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  t o  l i m i t  t h e i r  a u t o n o m y  b y  c h o o s i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  

a n d  a d v i c e  o f  t h e i r  r a b b i s ,  t o  f o l l o w  G o d ’ s  l a w  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  p o s t - B i b l i c a l  

s o u r c e s 17 .

I n  J e w i s h  l a w  a n d  m e d i c a l  e t h i c s  t h e  s h o r t e n i n g  o f  l i f e  t h r o u g h  s u i c i d e ,  a s s i s t e d  s u i c i d e ,  

o r  e u t h a n a s i a  i s  s t r i c t l y  f o r b i d d e n .  F o r  p a t i e n t s  w h o  a r e  t e r m i n a l l y  i l l ,  t r e a t m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  

n o t  p o t e n t i a l l y  c u r a t i v e  m a y  b e  r e f u s e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  h a r m  m a y  r e s u l t .  U n d e r  c e r t a i n  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t r e a t m e n t s  m a y  b e  w i t h h e l d ,  b u t  a c t i v e  t r e a t m e n t  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  m a y  n o t  u s u -  

a l l y  b e  w i t h d r a w n .  W h i l e  p a t i e n t s  s h o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  b e  l i e d  t o  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

w i t h h o l d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  e v e n  p r o v i d i n g  f a l s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  w h e n  i t  

i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  w i l l  c a u s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  h a r m .  P a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  m u s t  b e  t r e a t e d  a g g r e s -  

s i v e l y ,  e v e n  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n d i r e c t  r i s k  o f  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  s h o r t e n i n g  l i f e .  F i n a l l y ,  p a t i e n t s  m a y  

e x e c u t e  a d v a n c e  d i r e c t i v e s ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t ’ s  r a b b i  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .

C a t h o l i c  e t h i c s  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  a c t i v e  o r  p a s s i v e  e u t h a n a s i a ,  b u t  a c c e p t s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  g o o d  

a n d  c a l m  d e a t h .  T h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  a c c e p t s  d i s c o n t i n u i n g  m o d e r n  m e t h o d s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  

o f  m e d i c i n e  i f  t h e  e f f e c t s  a r e  n o t  s a t i s f y i n g  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  h o p e s  f o r  c u r e .  B a s i c  c a r e  a n d  n u r s -  

i n g  m u s t  b e  c o n t i n u e d ,  t h o u g h ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r o v i d i n g  n u t r i t i o n ,  w a t e r ,  p r o p e r  h y g i e n e  a n d  s u s -  

t a i n i n g  b r e a t h i n g 18.

T h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w h i c h  w o u l d  d i r e c t l y  

a f f e c t  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  p e r s o n  i n v o l v e d  o r  s o m e b o d y  e l s e ,  e i t h e r .  T h i s  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  t h e  t e r m i n a l l y  

i l l  a n d  d y i n g .  T h e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a c t i v e  e u t h a n a s i a  a r e  n o t  a c c e p t e d ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a  p a t i e n t ’ s

s t a t e 19 .

T h e  l i f e  o f  a  p e r s o n  i s  a  g i f t  f r o m  G o d ,  i s  g i v e n  b y  G o d ,  i s  G o d ’ s  r e f l e c t i o n ,  a n d  a l s o  i s  

i n v o l v e d  i n  G o d ’ s  b r e a t h ,  t h e r e f o r e  p e o p l e  c a n n o t  r u l e  i t  o n  t h e i r  o w n 2 0 .

T h e  c a t e c h i s m  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  t h e  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  p e r s i s t e n t  t h e r a p y .  D i s c o n t i n u i n g  m e d i c a l  

t r e a t m e n t  -  w h i c h  a r e  e x p e n s i v e ,  u n c e r t a i n ,  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a n d  i n c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  

a n d  h o p e s  -  m a y  b e  j u s t i f i e d .  D i s c o n t i n u i n g  t r e a t m e n t  d o e s  n o t  a i m  a t  k i l l i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  

b u t  i t  i s  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  d e a t h  c a n n o t  b e  p r e v e n t e d .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e

The opinions on euthanasia expressed by fo llo w ers  o f  various religions

16 K .  A r a m e s h ,  H .  S h a d i ,  Euthanasia: An Islamie Ethical Perspective, „ I r a n i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  A l l e r g y  

A s t h m a  a n d  I m m u n o l o g y ”  2 0 0 7 ,  6  ( S u p p l .  5 ) ,  s . 3 7 .

17 B .  M .  K i n z b r u n n e r ,  Jewish Medical Ethics and End-of-Life Care, „ J o u r n a l  o f  P a l l a t i v e  M e d i c i n e ”  

2 0 0 4 ,  n r  7 ,  4 ,  s. 5 5 8 - 5 7 3 .

18 B .  K l e c z e w s k a ,  Medycyna a prawa człowieka. Normy i zasady prawa międzynarodowego, etyki 
oraz moralności katolickiej, protestanckiej, żydowskiej, muzułmańskiej i buddyjskiej, W y d a w n i c t w o  

S e jm o w e ,  W a r s z a w a  1 9 9 6 ,  s . 9 0 - 9 3 .

19 I b i d e m .

20 J o h n  P a u l  I I ,  O życiu: aborcja -  eutanazja -  wojna, W y d a w n i c t w o  M ,  K r a k ó w  1 9 9 9 .
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b y  t h e  p a t i e n t  i f  h e  o r  s h e  i s  a b l e  a n d  c o m p e t e n t  t o  d o  i t .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s  l e f t  f o r  

t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n ,  w i t h  p a t i e n t ’ s  w i l l  a n d  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  m i n d 2 1 .

D i s c u s s i n g  e u t h a n a s i a  o n e  s h o u l d  a l s o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  i n d i v i d u a l  o p i n i o n s  o f  r e s p o n d -  

e n t s ,  a s  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  p e o p l e  w h o  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  r e l i g i o u s  h a v e  s o m e  t h o u g h t s  

t h a t  a r e  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n s  i n  t h i s  a s p e c t .

T h e r e  i s  a n  i n f i n i t e  v a r i e t y  o f  a t t i t u d e s  t o  e u t h a n a s i a ,  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c o n -  

c e p t  b e i n g  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  m a n y  f a c t o r s .

C o h e n  J e t  a l .  u s e d  t h e  E u r o p e a n  V a l u e s  S t u d y  ( E V S )  d a t a  o f  1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0  w i t h  a  t o t a l  

o f  4 1 1 2 5  r e s p o n d e n t s  ( 6 3 %  r e s p o n s e  r a t e )  i n  3 3  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  m a i n  o u t c o m e  m e a s -  

u r e  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  e u t h a n a s i a  ( d e f i n e d  a s  ‘ t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  i n c u r a b l y  

s i c k ’ , r a t e d  o n  a  s c a l e  f r o m  1 t o  1 0 ) .  R e s u l t s  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  e u t h a n a s i a  t e n d e d  

t o  b e  h i g h  i n  s o m e  c o u n t r i e s  ( e . g .  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  D e n m a r k ,  F r a n c e ,  S w e d e n ) ,  w h i l e  a  m a r k -  

e d l y  l o w  a c c e p t a n c e  w a s  f o u n d  i n  o t h e r s  ( e . g .  R o m a n i a ,  M a l t a  a n d  T u r k e y ) .  A  m u l t i v a r i a t e  

o r d i n a l  r e g r e s s i o n  s h o w e d  t h a t  w e a k e r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  w a s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  a  h i g h e r  a c c e p t a n c e ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  s o c i o - d e m o g r a p h i c  d i f f e r e n c e s :  y o u n g e r  

c o h o r t s ,  p e o p l e  f r o m  n o n - m a n u a l  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  a n d  p e o p l e  w i t h  a  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  

t e n d e d  t o  h a v e  a  h i g h e r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  e u t h a n a s i a .  W h i l e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ,  s o c i o - d e m o g r a p h i c  

f a c t o r s ,  a n d  a l s o  m o r a l  v a l u e s  ( i . e .  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n )  c o u l d  l a r g e l y  

e x p l a i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  c o u n t r i e s ,  o u r  f i n d i n g s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  p e r c e p t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

e u t h a n a s i a  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  n a t i o n a l  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  h i s t o r y  ( e . g .  G e r m a n y ) 22.

S i m i l a r  r e s e a r c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  J .  C o h e n  e t  a l 2 3 . T h e y  e x a m i n e d  h o w  a c c e p t a n c e  

o f  e u t h a n a s i a  a m o n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  h a s  c h a n g e d  b e t w e e n  1 9 8 1  a n d  2 0 0 8  i n  w e s t e r n  

a n d  C E E  c o u n t r i e s  u s i n g  d a t a  o f  t h e  E V S .  D a t a  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  1 9 8 1 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  1 9 9 9  a n d  2 0 0 8  

f o r  1 3  w e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  i n  1 9 9 0 ,  1 9 9 9  a n d  2 0 0 8  f o r  1 0  C E E  c o u n t r i e s .  E u t h a ­

n a s i a  a c c e p t a n c e  i n c r e a s e d  e a c h  d e c a d e  u p  u n t i l  2 0 0 8  i n  1 1  o f  1 3  w e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ;  

i n  C E E  c o u n t r i e s ,  i t  d e c r e a s e d  o r  d i d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  b e t w e e n  1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 8  i n  8  o f  1 0  c o u n t r i e s .  

A  n u m b e r  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  a n d  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  e a s t - w e s t  p o l a r i z a t i o n  a r e  

s u g g e s t e d .  T h e  a u t h o r s  e m p h a s i s e  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t u d y 24 u s i n g  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  E u r o p e a n  V a l -  

u e s  S t u d y ,  s h o w s  a  s t r o n g  i n c r e a s e  b e t w e e n  1 9 8 1  a n d  1 9 9 9  i n  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  e u t h a n a s i a  

b y  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  i n  a l l  w e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  e x c e p t  G e r m a n y ,  a n d  t h i s  t r e n d  c a n  b e  

r e l a t e d  t o  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  r e l i g i o s i t y  a n d  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  

d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  W i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  w a v e  o f  E V S  d a t a  ( 2 0 0 8 ) ,  f u r t h e r  t r e n d s  i n  e u t h a n a s i a  

a c c e p t a n c e  c a n  b e  p e r c e i v e d ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  u s e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  h o w  t h e  l e g a l i z a t i o n  o f  e u t h a ­

n a s i a  i n  s o m e  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h e  e n s u i n g  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e b a t e  i n  o t h e r s  h a s  i n f l u ­

e n c e d  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  e u t h a n a s i a  a c r o s s  E u r o p e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  2 0 0 8  d a t a  r e l e a s e  a l l o w s ,  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t h e  d e s c r i b i n g  o f  t r e n d s  i n  C E E .  T h e  p o l i t i c o - h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  b a c k -

M ałgorzata  Lesińska-Saw icka, Joanna Żółtańska, A gnieszka  G rochulska

21 A .  M a j d a ,  M .  O g ó r e k - T ę c z a ,  J . Z a l e w s k a - P u c h a ł a ,  Pielęgniarstwo Transkulturowe. Podręcznik 
dla studiówmedycznych, P Z W L ,  W a r s z a w a  2 0 0 9 .

22 J . C o h e n ,  I .  M a r c o u x ,  J . B i l s e n ,  P . D e b o o s e r e ,  G .  v a n  d e r  W a l ,  L .  D e l i e n s ,  European public accept­
ance of euthanasia: socio-demographic and cultural factors associated with the acceptance of euthanasia 
in 33 European countries, „ S o c i a l  S c ie n c e  &  M e d i c i n e ”  6 3 ,  3 ,  7 4 3 - 7 5 6 .
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and political unrest, „ M e d  L a w ”  2 0 0 7 ,  n r  2 6 ,  s. 3 8 7 - 4 0 7 ;  J . C o h e n ,  I .  M a r c o u x ,  J . B i l s e n ,  P . D e b o o s e r e ,  
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g r o u n d  o f  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  C E E  i s  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  w e s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  w i t h  i n d i c a -  

t i o n s  o f  a  g r o w i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t e r m s  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h 25, s e c u l a r i z a t i o n 26 a n d  p o l i t i c a l  v a l u e s ,  

m a k i n g  i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t r e n d s  i n  t e r m s  o f  e u t h a n a s i a  a c c e p t a n c e  w i l l  b e

o b s e r v e d .

T h e  p r e s e n t e d  r e s e a r c h  i s  w o r t h  w i d e n i n g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  s o  t h a t  i t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  o p i n i o n s  

o f  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  e n a b l e s  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  

o f  v i e w ,  n o t  o n l y  r e l i g i o u s  d o c t r i n e .

The opinions on euthanasia expressed by fo llo w ers  o f  various religions

Conclusions

E u t h a n a s i a  i s  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  e t h i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  v i e w s .

A l l  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  d r a f t  e t h i c a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  l a w s  g o v e r n i n g  e u t h a n a s i a ,  

s e e k i n g  a  p r a c t i c a l  w a y  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  q u e s t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  a n s w e r s  

o f  e x i s t i n g  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h s  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t 2 7 .

T h e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  l i t e r a t u r e  a n a l y s i s  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e u t h a n a s i a  v a r i e s  s u b s t a n -  

t i a l l y  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  d e p e n d s  o n  m a n y  f a c t o r s ,  n o t  o n l y  r e l i g i o n .  T h e r e f o r e  i t  w i l l  

l o n g  s t a y  u n r e s o l v e d .

R e s p o n d e n t s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s  e x p r e s s  g e n e r a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n s e n t  t o  e u t h a n a s i a .  

T h u s ,  o n e  c a n  a c c e p t  a  c a u t i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  r e s p o n d e n t s  c o n f e s s e d  v a l u e s  d e r i v e  n o t  o n l y  

f r o m  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h  b u t  a l s o  f r o m  o t h e r  i d e a s  o f  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m .

T o d a y ,  i n  t h e  e r a  o f  o p e n  b o r d e r s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  e a s i l y  e x c h a n g e d ,  t h e  n u r s i n g  s t a f f  s h o u l d  

a l s o  p o s s e s s  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  t h o s e  d i f f i c u l t  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c a r e  i n  t h e  t e r m i n a l  

p h a s e .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f ’ s  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  s h o u l d  n o t  c a u s e  a n y  d i s c o m f o r t ,  

m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r  c r e a t e  b a r r i e r s  i n  t h e  p a t i e n t - n u r s e  i n t e r a c t i o n s .

E u t h a n a s i a  a n d  d e a t h  a r e  t o p i c s  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  f u l l y  g r a s p e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  w o r t h  

t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  a s k e d  i n  t e r m i n a l ,  p a l -  

l i a t i v e ,  e n d - o f - l i f e  c a r e .

R e s p o n d e n t s  e x p r e s s  o b j e c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  c o n s e n t  t o  e u t h a n a s i a .  T h u s ,  o n e  c a n  a c c e p t  a  

c a u t i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  r e s p o n d e n t s  c o n f e s s e d  v a l u e s  d e r i v e  n o t  o n l y  f r o m  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  

t h e i r  f a i t h  b u t  a l s o  f r o m  o t h e r  i d e a s  o f  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m .

25 P. C a r l s o n ,  Self-perceived health in East and West Europe: another European health divide, „ S o c i a l  

S c ie n c e  &  M e d i c i n e ”  1 9 9 8 ,  n r  4 6 ,  s. 1 3 5 5 - 1 3 6 6 ;  P. C a r l s o n ,  The European health divide: a matter 
offinancialor socialcapital?, „ S o c i a l  S c ie n c e  &  M e d i c i n e ”  2 0 0 4 ,  n r  5 9 ,  s . 1 9 8 5 - 1 9 9 2 ;  M .  L a a k s o n e n ,  

A .  L .  M c A l i s t e r ,  T .  L a a t i k a i n e n ,  Do health behaviour andpsychosocial riskfactors explain the European 
east-westgap in health status?, „ E u r o p e a n  J o u r n a l  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ”  2 0 0 1 ,  n r  1 1 ,  s . 6 5 - 6 7 .

26 M .  T o m k a ,  Religious restoration in Eastern Europe -  introduction, „ S o c i a l  C o m p a s s ”  2 0 0 2 ,  n r  4 9 ,  

s . 4 8 3 - 4 9 5 ;  M .  T o m k a ,  Religious changes in central and eastern Europe, „ R e v u e  D  E t u d e s  C o m p a r a -  

t i v e s  E s t - O u e s t ”  2 0 0 4 ,  n r  3 5 ,  s . 1 1 - 3 5 .

27 K .  A r a m e s h ,  H .  S h a d i ,  o p .  c i t .
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j u d a i z m u  i  i s l a m u .  B a d a n i e  p r z e p r o w a d z o n e  z o s t a ło  z a  p o m o c ą  w y w i a d u  s k a t e g o r y ­

z o w a n e g o

W y n i k i :  W y p o w i e d z i  r e s p o n d e n t ó w  w s k a z u j ą ,  ż e  e u t a n a z j a  n i e  j e s t  z j a w i s k i e m  

d o b r y m ,  n e g u j ą  j ą .  P o d k r e ś la ją ,  ż e  e u t a n a z j a  t o  m o r d e r s t w o ,  z a b ó j s t w o  i  r o d z a j  s a m o ­

b ó j s t w a .  N i e  d a ją  p r a w a  d e c y d o w a n i a  o  w y b o r z e  c z a s u  ś m i e r c i  w ł a s n e j  i  n a j b l i ż s z y c h  

c h o ć  u  r e s p o n d e n t ó w  b ę d ą c y c h  w y z n a w c a m i  I s l a m u  i  J u d a i z m u  w y s t ę p u j ą  k w e s t i e  

d o p u s z c z e n ia  d o  w y k o n a n i a  e u t a n a z j i  w  o k r e ś l o n y c h  o k o l i c z n o ś c i a c h .  P o s t a w y  t e  s ą  

z b ie ż n e  z  i c h  r e l i g i a m i .

W n i o s k i :  B a d a n i  p r z e d s t a w i c i e l i  r ó ż n y c h  r e l i g i i  w y r a ż a j ą  o g ó l n y  s p r z e c i w  w  z a ­

k r e s i e  z g o d y  n a  e u t a n a z j ę .  M o ż n a  w i ę c  p r z y j ą ć  o s t r o ż n ą  s u g e s t ię ,  i ż  r e s p o n d e n c i  

w y z n a w a n e  w a r t o ś c i  w y w o d z ą  n i e  t y l k o  z e  ź r ó d e ł  s w o je j  w i a r y ,  a le  t a k ż e  i n n y c h ,  

n p .  i d e i  h u m a n i t a r y z m u .  E u t a n a z ja ,  ś m ie r ć  s ą  t e m a t a m i ,  k t ó r y c h  p e w n i e  n i g d y  c z ł o ­

w i e k  n i e  z g ł ę b i ,  a le  p e r s o n e l  p i e l ę g n i a r s k i  p o w i n i e n  b y ć  p r z y g o t o w a n y  n a  r ó ż n o r o d n e  

p y t a n i a ,  k t ó r e  p a d a ją  w  o p ie c e  t e r m i n a l n e j ,  o p ie c e  p a l i a t y w n e j ,  o p ie c e  u  s c h y ł k u  ż y c i a ,  

p o  t o ,  a b y  l e p i e j  s p r a w o w a ć  o p i e k ę  n a d  t ą  g r u p ą  p a c je n t ó w .

S ł o w a  k l u c z o w e :  e u t a n a z j a ,  r e l i g i a ,  o p in ie .
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