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The Jewish Mass Executions
ACCOUNT by an EYE-WITNESS

News-Talk on European Servise of the British Broadcasting Corporation .

I was a member of the Polish Underground Movement.
It was my duty to keep in touch with all underground
parties, including the “Bund”—the Jewish Social Democratic
Organization in Poland, and I left Warsaw in October, 1942,

on a mission from the Underground Front to the Polish
Government in London.

Among my other duties, I collected matter on the Jewish
mass-exterminations carried out by the occupying power. I
should perhaps explain why we paid special attention to the
Jewish questions. I am not a Jew myself, and before the war
1 bad very little contact with Jews; in‘fact, Iknew practically
nothing about them. But, at present, the extérmination of the
Jews has a special s1gmﬁcance The sufferings 'of my own
Polish compatriots are terrible, and they.are, of course, nearer
to my heart; but the methods employed by the enemy against
Poles and against Jews are different;

Us, the Poles, they tr{ to“séduce to a mediaeval race of 139

serfs. They want to" deprive.us of our cultural standards, of
our traditions, of our education, and reduce us to a nation of
robots. But the poliey towards the Jews is different. I, is
not a policy of subjugation and oppression, but of cold and
systematic-extermination. It is the first example in modern
history that a whiole nation (not 10, 20 or 30, but 100 per cent
of them) are mieant to disappear from this carth.

The methods of this process are known to a certain extent,
but the details“are not. The method is, as you know, to
collect the Jews from all over Europe, to despatch them to
the Ghettos of Warsaw, Lwev and Soon, whete they stay for
a certain time. From the ghettos they are “taken East” as
the official term goes, that is, to the extermination camps, of
Belzec, Treblinka and Sobibor. 1In these camps, they are
killed in batches of 1,000 to 6,000, by various methods,
including gas, burning by steam, mass electrocution, and
finally, by the method of the so-called “death train”.

In the course of my investigation I succeeded in witnessing
a mass-execution in, the camp of Belzec. With the help of
our underground organisation, I gained access to that camp
in the disguise of a Latvian special policeman. I.was, in fact,
one of the executioners. T believe that my course of action
was justified. ' I had no means of preventing the event, but by

9
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becoming a witness, I.was able to carry a first-hand account
into the civilised world. € ; :

I arrived at the camp on a certain day in July, 1942, The
camp, at that moment, contained roughly 6,000 Jews of both
sexgs and all ages. They had arrived a few days previously
from the Ghetto off Warsaw. They.did not know what fate
was awaiting them. They had been told, like all detachments
sent away from the Ghetto, that they were to be employed on
field-work and to dig trenches. On arrival at the camp, they
had been encouraged to write letters to their friends left behind
in the Warsaw Ghetto—Iletters stating that they were being
treated correctly, and that deportation was not at all as bad
as they had feared. This is part of the Getman technique to
reassure the victims and keep them in ignorance.until the last
possible moment, thus avoiding unnecessary-fuss.

Had these people known with eertainty svhat was awaiting
them, the Germans would have to use aiuch bigger forces to
deal with them. Later, when all th¢se manoeuvres proved
of no avail, and the fate of those “gomg East” became known
in the Ghetto of Warsaw, the Ghetio revolted. This happened

140 in the Spting of 1943, and the Germdans Tost about 1,000 killed

before they finally overcame and massacred the last survivors.

But the events I am“speaking of took place almost a
whole year earlier, and, ‘as I say, the Jews in the camp did
not know what fate-vas awaiting them. The executions took
place on the day after my arrival.

The camp-of-Belzec is situated about 15 kilometres south
of the town‘ef* that'name. It is bounded by an enclosure
which runs parallel to the railway track at a distance of some
30 yards. A“narrow corridor about two yards in width,
formed by a wooden: palisade on either side, leads from the
gate of the camp to a point on the railway track where the
trains halt. At about 10 o’clock in the morning, a freight train
halted alongside the camp. At the same moment, the guards
at the farther side of the camp started shooting into the air,
and yelling at the Jews to get into the trucks. They thus
created a deliberate panic in order to prevent any hesitation or
resistance amongst the prisoners.

They were driven in a frantic hurry through the wooden
palisade into the first truck which had halted opposite the
cate. It was the standard army truck, marked for “six
horses or 36 men.” The floor of the truck was covered with
chloride of lime about two inches thick, but the Jews had no
time to realise what this meant, When about, 100 had been

10
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driven into the truck, they could only stand packed like
sardines. It seemed physically impossible to press more
people into the truck, but at this moment, the guards, aided
by the prisoners themselves who were half crazed with fear
of the shots fired at their backs, began lifting those next to
the truck and throwing them in bodily. Thirty individuals
(men and women) were thrown in on top-of the heads of
those already inside. Some of the standing women had their
necks broken, and the horror of the scene can be left to the
imagination.

I counted 130 people thrown into the truck—the truck
marked “for 36 men.” Then the sliding doors were closed
and bolted. The next truck was shunted into its place, and
the same procedure carried out again. Altogether-I counted
51 trucks, which absorbed the whole 6,000 people in the
camp, with the exception of about 20 or 30;/who had been
shot dead' during the rush. _

When the camp was empty and thetrucks all filled, the
train moved on. The end of the story I learned from my
“comrades”, that is, the executioners in the camp, who had
done this sort off thing for seyeral months, despatching one 141

or two trains each week. Thetrain‘moves on for about 25
miles and then halts in an“open field. There it remains
standing, hermetically elosed, for six to seven days. When,
at length, its doors age opened by the grave-diggers’ squad,
the people inside ard<all dead, and their bodies in an advanced
state of decomposition.

The details.of how they die are simple and revolting:
the chloride of lime on the floor has the property of developing
chlorine gas when coming into contact with humidity. The
people jammed into the trucks for many hours are compelled,
at some time, to urinate, and this (on the lime), instantaneously
produces a chemical reaction. Death must in the end be
welcome, for whilst they are dying by the chlorine gas their
feet are being burned to the bone by the chemically active
chloride. As I said, the number executed in one death train
is about 6,000 at a time. .

T do not want to add any comments to what I have seen
and described. I, myself, have not witnessed the other
methods of mass-killing, such: as electrocution, steaming, and
so on, but I have heard first-hand eye-witness accounts, which
describe them as equally horrible. The latest estimate of
the number of Jews executed by these methods, in the
systematic carrying out of Himmler’s orders, is in the region
of two million. .
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THE CHARACTER OF/ HE@RD JRGROUND MOVEMENT

The underground movement in Polapd is diff
fromthat of every other movement of'a llke natu
German-occupied countries.. This i is.due tot
conditions of exmtenee. ‘the d1f£ermt form
German ‘terro¥, and in ]gar‘tlcula.r by thc
ciples applied by the Germans to Pola € o
of the war.

Poles Do Not R 'cognig@e Getm,an
on+in 1

nt

Occupying. Ay ties

The -Poles are the ‘only nationsin Burope which from
the begmmng adopted a righd attitude towards the
occupying power and ifs repre f,atives This has
meant that in no sphere of political life has there been,
any collaboration “with the German aceupying authori-
ties, and that at all costs even the semblance of stabili-
zation of relations has been avoided, and so far avoided
auceessﬂ;‘ﬂy Despite more than one attempt on the part

of German’ official sources to gtabilize relations with the.

Poles, and to achieve some degree of politieal ¢ollabora-
tion between the Polish nation and the German . aunthori-
ties, 1o develop some form of Polish politieal administra-
tion co-operating with the Germans, the Poles. have
qlws.ys regolutely réfused. There is not one Pole in
the “ Government of the General gouverhement,” not
one Pole has undertaken to act as a provincial governor
or head of county administration, of town mayor, In
nae sector of -political dife have. the Poles submitted to
the oceupying authorities.

The consequence has been to create o state of perma-
nent inartial law, The Poles have heen in practice

plaged outside all law, A PoIe can obtain no legal
ress againat a German, in the’ sphere of eriminal
r éven in that of eivil law." A’ Pole may ndt bring any
charge against any German official in any sphere of
national, provincial, local, economic or gecial aetivity, A
Pole may not havé any positional a,nthonj:],r over o
German,

This state of affairs has in turn provoked a further
reaction among the Poles, As early as 1939 Polish
leaders realized that if this unigue, unyielding attitude
to the oceupying authoritieg wasg' maintained the Polish
people could not be left in a state of chaos and internal
lawlessness. * And this was the root cause of the de-
velopment of the uﬁd-:-.rgmund life which exists in Poland
to-day.

Once the attitude had been adopted that no German
preseription, regu]atmn or order was binding on. the
Polish nation, it followed as an inevitable comsequence
that. the Polish nation. must set up its - own supreme
authority -and its own various administrative depart-
ments. And as the Polish leaders, supported by ‘the

masg of the people, took the attitude that these aufhori-

ties and institutions could have no rela'l:ions with “the
German administration and legal system, they had to
he created undm:ground as a second parallel but secret
national and local authority,

The Continuity of Polish State Organization

From the very beginnings of the organization of the
Polish- Underground Movement the principle was adopted
that the aim to be achieved was not merely the organi-
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zation of a * patriotie resistance,” hut ‘that Polish .St_ate
authorities, departments and institutions must he main-
tained. Immediately after the fall of Warsaw on. Sep-
tember 27th, 1938, Polish leaders decided that ‘their
chief objective must be to prevent any de facto break

in .the continuity of Folish State sovereignty. From -

the very beginning the underground movement adopted
the principle of State legality, with the corollary that
for Poles generally 'the Polish :State was officially and
legally recognized as still in existence, This principle,
which has been most fruitful in its consequences for all
Polish decisions ahd, postulates throughout the war,
meant that the Polish State has existed and flihctloned
through all the most essential authorities, departments

and institutions of a ‘normal democcratic State. More-

aver, that State with its administrative machinery has
continued in all the terpitories within the Polish State
frontiers as they exisfed on September Ist, 1939. But
the legal, plenipotentiary government of that Btate,
together with all its constitutional titles with relation
to the Polish pation, had to exist abroad, for only by
‘functioning in conditions of security and having the
. physical possibility of day-to-day collaboration with the
rest of the allied nations could that Govm;nment affec-
tively pursue Polish policy. “

This principle has proved of inestimable \ral’ue both
to the Underground Movement and to the Polish Govern-
ment, It is-of value to the Underground Movement
because it gives that movement guthority in relation fo
the Polish people, because it underlines its offici
character, its character as a funetion of the State,
the principle is alzo of inestimable value to the Polisgh
. Government beeause it entitles it to speak an
duet policy not simply in thp name of the Poli
living abroad but in the name of the en
munity,

A closer analysis of this s:tuatmn
importance, For instance, the underground a
have long possessed the .‘m.ghf to call upo: lg&n
Poles to take part in the administrative miachi
the Government Plemipotentiary authorif:
in the Underground Army,~ st freqvet
called up or mobilized to"work or fight in. the Wnder-
ground Movement. In most eases eaislon résts not

i i b the underground
only the best and
so* mobiliged, and a free

most relis_,hle md::wduals ar
hand is left to those who eitherdo not-possess the tech-
nical and psychological qualifications” for conspiratorial
activities or are not absolutely indispensable.

' Obviously this degree of authority’ could not be
achieved easily or automatically. The extent and degree
to which, the principle was put into practice can be very
" well judged from the results of enrolline new mentbers
of the Underground Movement, In 1939 or the begin-
ning of 1940 when a pattiotic Pole was aslked to col-
laborate in the’ Underground Movement he was invited
in terms rather of sentiment and patriotizm. ‘But when
a representative of the Government Plenipotentiary or-an
officer of the’ military authorities applies to any Pole
to-day he no longer -does so in such terms: they are
obvious and are taken for granted. He nptifies the man’
or woman that he or she has. bean’ summoned by the
Plenipotentiary of the Poligh Government or the Com-.
mander of the National Army to service, and that he or

ghe is allacated a eertain definite task. l'n such conditions
only obstacles of a technical nature can accepted as
motives for refusal. If such do not exist, and the given
individual refuses to carry out the order or instruction,
it would mean that he does npt recognize.the official
State authority of the underground organization, Such
instances are very rare.

The Paradox of the Situation in Poland

The occupying authorities’ specifie sysﬁelm of terrori-
zation, which is caléulated to achieve the object of
frightening and reducing to passivity the entire nation,
has produced a certain kind of paradex.in Poland. It 15
that the chief vietims of German. ruthlessness and
brutality are most frequently the ordinary masses of the
people, who are not engaged in the underground move-
ment, ‘*The faet that while the oceuplying authorities’
methods of, tervori are highly ruthlass, they are
also antomatical itie, enabling the underground
crganizations to avoid suppréssion and sacrifice, while
ahlgh'\atan achieved., This is neither
the place, nor the
which the Underg

avoid-the oecup, ith
but-the fact ng that

e losses in the mcvcment

afe incom }' lower.“than those suffered by the
people a Tt is'easier for the Germans to arrest

and d hundl:ed innocent pecple than to eapture
and harmlegs a single member ofe an official
unde! und organization. This leads to the strange

on that membership of the Underground Move-

(mi i t entails’ greater chances of remaining in freedom.
n

eryday life, than if one relies only on bemg
t " in regard to the occupying authorities, ]
time to t_im@ steps are taken to draw quite a
ber of people into the Underground Movement, not
‘much because of their immediate utility in this regard,
as in order to protect them and #ve them from the
everyday dangers amglng from the German occupation.

Why There is.No Polish Quisling

Working in accordance with the foregoing prineiples,
the Underground Movement built up a correspdnding
brganizational structure very early, in the first few
months of 1940, and that stiueture was almest eom-
pletely mgamzed in jts final form 3001, after the fall of
France.

One of the most i.mpnrtant and essential things to he

gaid about that structure is that it constitutes a normal

Polish  State organization. Al the most important
authorities, departments and institutions characteristic
of a normal demoeratic State have been organized and
restored as far as possible, and of course in a more
restrieted sphere, within the framewark of the Under-
ground Movement.  This constitites a fundamental
difference between the Polish Undergmnﬁ Movement
and-thosg of other nations whom the Germans have tem-
porarily conquered. In every other country of Europe
there "are normal administrative authorities, loeal
government authorities, economic authoritiesy normal
edicational institutions, and almost always a more or
less legal constitutional government, co-operating with
the German ceccupying authorities or set up within the'
framework of the ocoupying administration. Of course
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the majority of the citizend of the country realize that
the only moral authoritative and patriotic factor of
national p-ohcy is the Government abroad. None the
less, the fact that official State. authorities, departments

and institutions are functioning inside the country-

within ‘bounds laid down and allowed by the cccupying
power by no means. facilitates the organization of the
underground movement on. a copnstitutional and State
seale. And it proVides the answer to the guestion why
the' Underground Movement watches so thoroughly and
effectively over the principle that ‘no Pole should take
gny part whatever in the German occupying administra-
tion who could be put-forward as being in.any way the
political representative of even the smallest section of
the Polish people,
gufficiently appreciate the significance of the fact, uni
in the war, that not one Polish politician occupies
position whatever in the offieial German politico-
zational systeif established for the * General
ment.’?

This question is not to' be iau:plaamd cluswely h\/ Mo
eve

terms of the problem of relentless stru, agains
occupying authority, And there is no¥need to cl%
the fact that this'is so. For vlclntmn
prineiple would menace the most essential
the structure of underground. life.’ It wo
that structure, and would cemplicate the
Polish Btate existence. Not for one o
situation e allowed inwhich ap¥,'Pole; even the
humblest member of the eommu ﬂi‘ could feel any
doubt on the fundsmerntal issuecol State unity, legality
and distinctive existencer. N pr one moment could
a situation be allowed to develdp in which' any Pole was
confronted with  the existence of “another Polish
anthority and :muthal' Pohsh inistration apart from

Unfortunately, people abroad do not,

l.'fm?em&nt within Poland &nd of the Polish Government
abroad, . Y

This po.'ntion hus cost l?nland 8- great cleai and the
know it. .But at the same time,
58 and refusal to- he daterred

State doctrine and
of the opgans of th
‘every Pole,” T
whatéver with
political life,
to hold th

ere is no co-operation
power on any sector of
not.o that Poles have been able
ard of Polmh honour as high as former
genernﬂ% oles hive held it in times of adversity;
but: t% ey Have been able to ‘avold any kind of
¥l authioyity over the nation,
his attipdde has consequences equally significant
e futurel So lnng as this war lasts there will be
lmea]. co-operation in Poland with the Germans,
are w bﬂ no traitors in Poland. The Underground
ent will not allow such a situation to happen,
if mechanical methods of prevention hava to be
applied, even if the necessity arises of applying such
ethods. But, in fact, there is no need to fear such a
development. The most characteristic and most honour-
able testimony that ¢an be paid to the Polish nation in
this war is the fact that not-once has the necessity
arisen fto eliminate any outstanding Polish figure ready
to collaborate with the occuping authorities, The few
dozen cases in' which the Underground Movement has’
found it necessary to order the ‘elimination of Poles who
proyed disloyal te Poland: have been exclusively con-
cerned with persons of the least importance and having
no politieal standing, such as petty agents, small-scale
agents  provoesteurs, ecowardly Volkasdeutsche, and
similay small: fry to be found everywhere,

Btickers on walle fw Pollsh eitles, The text reads: Germany iz Qdong for, Toland will win,
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THE PROBLEM OF THE GOVERNMENT

" the Polish Govern:

From'the earliest day5 of October, 1839, when the
Polish Government abroad .was organmized, the problem
“of the Government was one of the most important, the
Unde.lground Movement had to consider, It was univer-
sally - realised that'on both the international and the
internal plane the Polish State as an organization, a form
of institution, a form of authority and administration
‘must not be allowed to cease to exist. On the interna-
tional plane this was achieved in its entivety and with-
out any great diffieulty, The laté General Sikorski's
initiative, the Iate Ignacy Paderewski's authority, the
transference by the former President of Poland of hm
authority and powers to the present Presid
W]adyslaw Raezkiewicz, and the constitutional formal on
of a Government led by General Sikorski, all mend&md
it possible for the Polish State de jure to continue to be
recognized by all the Creat Powers, with the exception
of those directly within the Axis Ephere of influence,

Nor was there any vacillation irside Poland even at

firat, Tl}efnewly formed Polish Go'.rerrment was recog-
nized by the eptire nation as the constitutional, fully
empowered Government of the country.

Of courde the question arose whether the head-
quarters of the Government .should be established
within the country and the framework of the Under-
gmumi Movement, crr whether a Government -plenipo-
tentiary, entrusted with the Government’s general dele
gation of authority, should be appointed to reside within
the country.

The - unqueﬂtlonahle trad:tions of Poland's struggles
for independence all spoke. in favour of the L alter-

bers of the Polish Undergmund Mow
eult to realize how grest.ly tha.t trs.d: i

: ] appeali ga,ins-
with especial foree to the imaginations of ¢ertain m ﬁ\ whi

gramme .and model it has retic in a
spheres, ) ‘%/
There were many ofﬁma.'i ecmfsren
plans, ete., on this subject, In the.e ngd the second
native = wasg decided, updn: the Goe
remain ‘abroad, but should app *‘
at hume. entru&tjng the ara ‘- el
i sdcutive sphem to' him.
Three factors eontributed to th ucceptanec of thig plan;
all of them woere, for that mat out,side the contrgl of
the Polish people at home &nd im b}! the de facto

state of -affairs. Il

To begin with, if State "hte hnd hecn orzamzsd with

7 T T

t remaining on Polish soil, acting
from underground, by the force of events that Govern-
ment would have been isolated from the world, and'
could nof -have Had direct contact with the allied
Governmerits, could not have carried on Polish foreign
poliey, -and wou]d have- found it difficult to maintain
communications, and, far more, adequate communica-
tions with Polish diplomatie-posts in allied and neutral
countries, - Even if a general delegation of awthority
had heen entrustéd to one of the Polish ambassadors or
to gome eollective body, it would have failed -to achieve
the importance of the international #phere that the
Polish cause reguired. Great opportunities “would have
been opened to the enemy for propagands exploitation
of the situation;, and undoubtedly the Germana would

authenticity of
political bona.

of; the sec National Gcwornmnt in
Poland,

Further, if a sttional Gownment had . been
organized withi there would have Been
a tetribla ruptions in the continuity of
State. and ce tignal .gutherity, Who would have
appomte onew Government if the existing  Govern-

dmcovered and arrested? ~ There would

n: the daugar of uncertainty, chaos, and even
abuses,
: ¥, by the applieation of the accepted principle
he Sta.f.‘e iz in the Underground Movement, while
Govéinment of ‘that State is functioning abmad
“Poland “and ‘to- the Government are achieved
would bhe 1mpossub1g under any other arrange-
. The country i3 assured the organigational con-
uity of the Underground Movement. That id a factor
hich is often inadequately appreciated even by Poles
abroad. To-day, no, matter what ha.ppens, no matter
what ruthless methods the: oecupying ‘power may use,
and though the German security - authorities should
worky with the maximum of efficiency, and the Polish
people suffer the maximum of \suﬁeﬂng and saerifice,
‘the Underground Movement cannot be exhausted and
gannot be smoethered, That. is not an expression. of
exaggerated confidence in the forces working in Poland,
but follows naturally from the nature of the structure

mé

'of underground life. The entire secret congists in the

fact that the highest disposing authority, Uf;which deter-
mines - the, framework and the bounds the Under-
ground Movement, works in conditions of security.

THE UNDERGROUND ORGANIZATION

What is known “in' Poland as the “structure of the
Underground Movement " tool: shnpe quite early in the
German oceupgtion.

Speakmg generally, one can divide the Fol.lsh Umier
ground Movement, into two fundamental parts: the
“ afficial movement,”, representing the - official Polish
State  authorities,  departments - and  institutions,
and the movement representing * underground public
opinio,”

The +first, official parf of the movernent cqnsists af

four branches, strongly organized and extending to all

 parts of Poland ever since September, 1939,
“Plenipotentiary of the Polish Government

The first branch is headed by the © Plenipobentiary of
the Government.” He'is the Government's representative
in Poland, and has the rank of member of the London
Cabinet, IHe possesses general adminigtrative and
executive powers. He serves as the link to fill the gap
arising. fromh the applieation of the principle that the
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Government of the Polish State must function in con-
ditions of security and freedom.

“The Governient ' Plenipoten 151&1'5? has hla rapresenta-
tives in the various parts of, Poland. One of his most
important tasks is-the organization of the * secret Polish
administration " and itz maintenance at the highest
possible level, hoth politieally and organizationally. The
Germang overreached themselves “when they reckoned
that they would be able to impose their own State
‘administration on Poland, They erred in thinking that
the " Government of'the General gouvememeut," headed
by Dr. Frank, could become the real Government -in
Palish eyes throughivesort to ferror and viclence, The
Polish natign has organized' its owp authorities, and
they are the only ones which it regards as genuine.
That is one of the. reasons why there is not a Pole to
be found in “Frank's Government.” For every Pole
realizes that if he did join Frank's “ government ™ he
would automatieally be passing on himself a sentence of
death. Buf, quite apart from this, not one Pale of
responsibility and sagacity has been found to' believe
that it would be right te collaborate pnhtm.ally with the
German’ occupying authorities,

; The existence of a secret &dmin’catratmn in Poland
iz already of tremendous importance, but it will be of
still gredter importance on the day when the German
army and eivil authorities clear out of Poland. For
then that administration will opfmiy and automatically
take over the administrative ‘system from' German
handgs, Two factors have -been of Importance in
development of the secret Polish administration.
was the will of the Polish people to aveid any i

period of recovery of m‘dependence “When
occupying authority depar'E the Polish D
find themselves-in a politieal, administrati
zational vaeuum. In Poland the peri
chision of the armistice to ithe fin

tions, of election campaigns. Apf Party stiuggled
political consultations !nvo]fmg the gres

people—will be ‘a period of m, I
stabilization. : . )
- The second factor in“the nt of {the secret
administration was the le l on, From the very
beginnings of its existence Indergrotnd - Movement:
‘stood for strict legality, Anﬂ is applies to the taking
over of power from the cccupying authorities. Because
of the secret adminiftration the aet of eliminating those
authorities in Poland will ndt be merely an armed step
against the enerhy, will not be simply a rising of the
Polish people against foreign - domination, but will
be a legal act of taking over authority from the hands
of the oppmasing foreign authorities.

Polish Underground Army

The sacond powerful and highly organized branch
of + the underground movement is the “Home
Army. This is not merely an underground military
organization, one amjong many such, It is the
official, legal Polish army, Poland's Third Army,
l‘ank_in,g with the Polish Aymy in the Middle" East
and the Polish Arm.}; in Seotland. The commander
of -this Third Army’ possesses all the powers ~and

authority belonging to an army commander during
the performance of military operations, The members
of this army have all the rights and duties, and in
the future will possess all the privileges within the
community possessed by the soldlers fighting in the
front line during this war. That perhaps is the sole
difference between the soldiers Of the Home Army and

‘those of the armies in the Middle East or in Great

Britain, A difference ‘which compensates for the fact
that the soldiers in the Home Army are not able to
wear the mlhtary uniform, - The Polish armies in the
Middle East and in ‘Secotland are engaged in fighting
only from time to time, and the gountry realizes this,
whereas the Home Army and all its members are legally
recognized as continually engaged in the struggle, as
oontinually ‘'on active serviee in the fmnt line, -

. The Polish people abroad and the Polish armies in
the Middle East Scotland cannot be regarded as
geparate entities, annot be regarded in isolation
rking, fighting and acfing
le in emigration are not a
g entire Polish nation,
, only thus should
as the Polish Govern-

and ouly/thus clzm
they reégard themselye
ment, and just AG LhE

flation as awm e fighting Polish army has to be
considersfllas a wholé consisting of three paris: the

my, the -Middle East Army, and the Army
in S .. If. this i done then the losses which the

) has suffered will be seen to he not only in
rtion. g?ith (and of that there is not the least

\:’d bt} but, perhaps. even in ahsnlute Migures as l‘llgh aa

d results achieved by the Home .ﬁrmy are veported
made public from ‘time to time.

It is almiost impossible to realise the tremendous
seppe of the Polish . Underground Movement without
knowing all the methods of operation, the forms of
organization, all that in the slang of the Underground
Movement is ealled " tricks.” For the time being these
“tricks " must remain unrevealed, Some day the his-
tory of the Underground Movement Will relate the story
of these years as a whole and in detail, ‘and then many
things which wauld be regarded as: “impossible ¥ will
be seen to have been achieved.

In sum, the Home Army's operatlons can be classi-
fied into f:]m:e categories: diversionary aetivity, directed-
against the' German military machine; sabotage directed
against the German industrial and civil machine; and,
thirdly, the activities of the fighting gusr]Ha groups. .

Home Pelitical Representation

The third powerful branch of the Underground Move-
ment is given the, generic name’ of * Home Political
Representation.”. Of recent times four political ideo-
logical trends have come to the forefront of all; the
political movements, They are the Socialist and the
Peasant movements; the Christian Demoeratic Labour
Party, and the National Movement, Bach of these
political groups. carries on activities in the underground
at its own ‘cost, so to speak. Their activities can be
clagsified ‘as militant and politieal, propaganda” and
organizational. Each group is responsible for and hears
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the risk of its own activities, But from representatives

of these four political movements a hody  hag been’

formed ‘which ig in the nature of & Sthte institution,
known as the Home Political Representation, The basis
of eo-operation in fthis body cjs. the Government's
Declaration of Principles, made in 1930 and 1942, and
its ' powers approximate’ to those of a Parlinment 1o-
gether with those o[l a Bupreme State audit. The prin-
ciple that the Polish people is officially represented by
these four political trends was accepted as early as.the
beginning of 1940, and was accepted as a "rigid"” prin-

ciple.  To 'a wery great extent the necessity for the

principle to be rigid arose from the objective conditions
in the country. If any attempt had been made to
assembla representatives of all the numerous “loose
politieal groupings a.(:t.uu.ll:,' ﬁ.mct.mmng, and frequently
funetioning highly  effectively, in the Underground
Movement, the - reau]t might well haye been chaos, or
it is extremely difficult, and at times quite impossible,
to estimate the strength and scope of any particular

undérground organjzation, ‘and most probably an ele-

ment of rivalry, injured prestige or even the possibility
of abuse would have come into play. For. these reasons
thes principle that the people at home are represented
by a e Politichl - Representation formed on these
lines must be considered ag continuing to apply in the
future. Politically both the Government Plenipotentiary
in Poland first and foremost and also to a certain extent
the Commander of the Home Army are responsible to
this: body: If also has political contrel of the secr
administration, and especially of its higher poats,

And among other things it watches o ensure
dlvision between pivil political life and milit

oTT

brings intd existence in times of turbulence. This organ-"

ization watches over the national morale, maintaing the
spirit of resistance and struggle, and ath'-ultananusly i

responslble to the nation for what ig known in Poland:

“the rigid attitude to the cccupymg nation ¥, and
wh].cil in Great Britgin is conveyed in the phrase “no
Quiallngs‘ " In 1941 the German terror was especially
‘bloody and ruthless, and during this period the German
armies wepe having their greatiést successes on all
fronts, The Germans were then, absolutely c-:-nﬂd{nt of
vietory and were af their most arrogant They were most
ruthless in their treatment of the conquercd ndtions
and, in particular, of the stubborn Poles. During 'this
phase two needs hecame évident. One wag that there
should be 'automdtic 'punishment for' those of ihe
German executioners who exeelled even thelr fellows
in brutality, a punishmeént meted out not as a form
-of reaction or act esperation but as a legal, legiti-

cleveloped on such a wide
rganization has led to

hund bmta (Gestapo-men, county:
heads, Germa ldiers, ¢fficers, and 8.5
men being assi life,

A further: anization arose out of
Ahe nsees take ¢ o maintain the morale-
of the peopla themselves, and especially of those
Foles ore freglently Volksdeutsche, who were not’
stro ough in” the conditions of German terror to

s ¢ temptation to sieeumb and to be disloyal to

fellow- Poles. The Directorate of Civil Resistance
jght to administer two kinds of sentence: that
Uf ostracism and that of death. The faet that people

zational activity should be made strietly and ady n”\, of wide and high qualifications are members of the

tsgmusly fur the eﬁ':mncy of hoth sphe

certain deviations, from the pﬂnci
between Government and country,
rities. represented by. the Gow
and those represented by the
Army derive to a lesser op/preater ext
case in principle from thefupreme g
m Graat Britdin. (the Governme
in Chief) in this sector of.the ng " A
ation is ‘exactly the converde, Each of-the various
political trends represented inEHe Horne FPolitical Repre-
gentation has its representati or in-tertaln cases ita
legal ‘organizgtional authorities al . Those: represen-
tatives in London contribute to the formatiop of the
Government, by meang of the “ Governmen{ Coalition."”
Therefore it is not they who give their eomrades at"home
a mandate to carry on activities, but they themaelves are
sither appointed as representatives of the various poli-
tical trends operating at homie, or are recognised by
theit home parties as the legal organizational
authorities.

Dire.etorate of Civil Resistance

The fourth branch of the. ‘E}nderground Movement is
the organisation known as the Directorate of Ciwil
Resistanee. This organjsaiion is of a special nathre. It

was brought into existence only in 1841, Its powers.
niscent of the powers and
competence of the People's Tribunals whieh soclety

ahd competence mre. remk

tribunals ensures that the sentences are always just
amply motivated. The fact that every accused has
official defender, even though he himself be’ not
present, who pleads all the existing extenuating cireum-
gtances, ensures that there s no abuse of the'tribunal
or any possibility of misunderstanding,

Thé majority f the eentences passed on Volks-
deutsche or Germans are published before being carried
out. And not one sentenceg has failed to be carried out,
except in cages where its execution has formally been
postponed to the post-war period in convection with the
proposed steps for bringing ™ mapanmble war criminals "
to trial,

The sante:mae]l to ostracism-is of gpecific importance.
It "is effected by the pubdication of the name of the
glven person in the official gecret press, as one who has

been allenated from. the Polishy nation., Tt is in a sense:

the deprivation of civic and honourable. rights without
imprisonment, Tt leads ‘to an inevitable moral,. social
and politieal isolation of the man condémndd. Legally
the passing of senfence means that although thé person
condemned to the sentence of ostracism does not suffer
pny - punishment  beyond . being compromised and
ostraciged, so long as the German occupation eontinues,
as soon as Polish courts are able fo function in freedom
again he will be handed over to be dealt with under
the normal erfminal epurt procedure. Thus from the
legal aspect sentence to cstracism is fo bhe understood
an meaning that, on the ground of indubitable evidence
against the accused person; the ¥WState suthorities and
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public opinion hold “him i & condition of permanent,

publie accusation.

The competence and powers of the Directorate of
Civil Resistance must be considered in the light of the
trémendous moral discipline of the Polish community
and the great mational solidarity during this war. Not

one Pola’ occupying an important position, whether

political, social, economic or moral, in the community
before or during the war has earned the death sentence:

Every case has concerncd people who were dangerous
from the functional, and not from the political aspect.
They have all heen petty ‘provecateurs, agents of the
German police, and in the dverwhelming majority,

Volksdeutsche, who hoth during, the days of Polish
independence and in wartime made demongtration of
heing Polish, concealing the faet that their. German
origin had led them to be long active against Poland
and, for Germany,

THE UNDERGROUND PUBLIC OPINION

The four branches of the undergmund movement above
mentioned constitute what are known in- Pa!,and a8 the
* Underground Authorities.” . .

In addition there are. s.jmmhm‘ of stmngﬁr anc
wealker, but mainly local™ organizations, centres and
sroups of a pelitical, social, economie, religious, “selfs
educational or literary c‘]’lamt.’ter,-'ppemting “illegally
underground. Each of these groubs reveals the faet
of its existence mainly through secret publications:
jourmals; brochures, books, ete. « Many of them are eon-
cerned with fhe guestion of planning for the future,
with -analysis 46f the international situation, with dis-
cussion of programmes. In.the aggregate they aet as
forms of manifestation of * public: opinion.” = Both in
political and in organizational regards tne«y have.a very
extensive scope.

'fhe Secret Press

The factthat there are a very large number of
ground publications has to be ascribed fivst and fi
to the grea.t differentiation of these so-call

the'
on of
d pres

'which existed openl
_war, It- would be impossible to
how the printing machinery,
workers, and headquarters are cbtaine
In this field more than a ‘here else

of inveftion, eapacity, ,and daring @me und
workers are revealed, "It is an

periodical was- for a long. pe ted on t.ha finest
Japanese paper, while another| was published in fhe
format of the London Times. “In the first leading article
of this newspaper the editors informed their readers
that ‘they had. “adopted this non~conspiratorial and
dangerous format because aftér long consideration it
had been decided . , . not to take any netice of the
German oceypying  authorities ‘and ;the Gestapo.”
‘Certain  of the perlodicals published  have plctures
printed by a three-colour proocess; and there are frequent
new editions of. Polish -literary classics, running to
hundreds of pages per vo!ume, as well as new breviaries,
school primers, ete. The scope of the seoret press and
its influence on tfe,community are inestimable, A citizen
of another accupied eountry, a man who iz now in free-
dom, has defined a member of the Underground Move-
ment as being “in the broadest semse of the word,
anyone who at least has contact and regularly reads
the underground press,” If this criterion were applied
in Poland the resulfing fizure would seem ineredible.

85 secret peﬂodmuis. whleh is far mo; than the
ti

Certain journals, such as Rﬂc#ﬁoﬂpo&a {The Polish
Republic), the official organ of the Government, the
Wiadomosei Polshie (Polish News),-the official organ of
the Commander of the Home Army, or, finally, the most
popular of all the underground journals, the. Biuletyn
tiom Bu]]etfn) are published in

1g it as certain that aach
copy is reong, the aatonmhmg
figure of over thné ;
As it‘happens, i
Underground
nderground Movement ia'onc
i smergy or gafety; a person who
ething from the Underground Movement,
i he yuhs some rigk in accepting ‘it, iz flot
fugto a member. He has been given mmet.hmg, has
SEn.served by that movement, but he is not therefore

the most important, finds a place of Special honous
r the poet’s contribution to humsan aspiration, Certain
poems and verges which Poles ledrned by hpm-,; at sthool
have "now acquired particular value and significance,
There was the case of the fifteen-year-old boy who wils
a member of the Home Army, was captured by the
Gestapo in fhe act of distributing seeret periodicals, and
was subjected to horrible torture. When. the Under-
ground Movement got ‘a seeret. message to him gsking
how: they could help him and what he needed, he
answered with not one word of, hiz own, but in the
words of the poet Asnyk:

”Though I yierish,

‘Though I fall, .

Yet life will not have been squandered,

For the finest part of lifp is in such struggle
. and pursiit,

It will be worth while seaing t'ha.t ‘magic buﬂd-

ing of crystal from afar.
It will b, worth while to pay with Hlaod srd
+ paln- for entering the r*eglon of tbq Ldsa]."

We do not imply any sentimental‘ity or weakness in the
leaders of the {Tnderground Movement if we admit that,
reading this dnswer of the boy, those veferans who haﬂ
fought in Taariat times had tears in their eyes.

And there is the case of the periodical which was
digeovered by ‘the Gestapo, with the result that the
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ontirel editorial office was blown up and the editor in
chief as well as other members of the gtaff shot., The
next number dssued was run off on'a duplicator, -on
wretched guality paper, uncorrected, but bearing the
following words of apology: “We sincerely apologise
to our readers for the fact that owing to cifcumstances
outa de editorial control the present number does not
r in the format to whwh readers are acous-
to-med L
The edftor of another periodical printed an article
hstmg all the orimes which had heen committed by
“ Governor-General " Frank, concludlng that after - the

war he should be sentenced to death by an international.

legal tribunal, and added: “But now it gives us genuine
pleasure to inform our readers that we have sent a copy
of this issue -hby registeréd post to Governor-General
Frank in Cracow. For we took the view that it would
not be fair not to make him acquainted with all the
charges which the Polish Underground Movement will
bring against him after the war,  Maybe he has sunk
80 deep in his cr!mmnhty that he has'lost all measure
-of its extent, and is acting in ignorance of his guilt.”

_Scope of the que::ground Movement

In Britain the guestion is frequently asked: How
deeply does the official Underground Movement penetrate
into the mass of the people, and how far is it possible

.for the secret administration and orga.na of the Govern-
.ment Delegate to funetion? The underground authori
ties themselves have asked the same question. agam nd

fying answer  The mﬁans Bmploye.d were simple
For instance, in 194

was experiencing a severe shortage of finane
and a normal -internal at.ata loan -waa,Iss

for articles of everyday use, for writing
Each kind of article gapa‘ewﬂfed a ce
tributed. -Hach receipt was mmish

‘sign, which of course cannot be lndi p hilc}
' The principle adepted was that ; mn o

" to the Clovernment Plénipotentd

other branches of the Un Movement would be

et af some date in the future by-the Polish Gnvefnmen,t ;
er with a mormal rate -~ °

from ' the State Treasury, tog
&f interest. And meantime each. coitribuior will have
had the’honour of assisting the Underground Movement
in the days of struggle and sacrifice.. Thus the loan
had two purposes: to raise finance, and to discover how
“fat’ the people were ready to-make financial sacrifices
For - what after all are anonymous and personally
unkhown state authorities working undergmund. The
results were far above all eéxpectations’ - The wvast
majority of thoge invited to wntnbut,e. Eave larger ar
smaller sums,

Another “indication of the people’s support was

the Goyernment Plenipotentiary.

epartment or to

obtained in a d:.tEer.\ént wa.v. As i8 well known, the
Germans publish a popular ! reptile press™ in Poland—
newspapers and permdmals printed #in' Polish ‘and
intended ' to disorientate - and . demoralise the Polish
people. Among Poles there is a definite tendency to
refuse to read these joutnals, but the udderground
authorities  always realized that it weuld be difficult
to enforee a categorical ban on Poles reading them,

For many people have to buy a newspaper from time to
time, if only because of the genernl shortage of paper
for all kinds of purpoaéa Morgover, there is a terrible
lack of news and shortage of the *printed word”
because of the Germans' ban,on sny- genuinely Polish
publigation,’ But, anxious to restrain Poles from buying
these periodieals and at the same time to check up on
the social diseipline, the Directorate of Civil Resistance
prohibited .the purchage of any newspaper whitever on
ag so effective that the Germe.ns

Thé youth o@a provide a particularly difficult
problem for nd d Movement, yet it can be
£aid that t@e great‘reason for hope in the future,

i “known, the Gennan authorities pursue g par-
some poliey in regard to the young people

‘The Geérmans have cloged all the secondary
er schﬂoﬁ and  all the uulvers;t.fea,.they have

ungsters who are thus deprived of education and
. They print special pormographic literature in
olish, they issue special magazines with pornographic

text ar.d pictures, they open special cinemag and theatreg

for doubtful types of films and performances, they have
dpened special gaming housas which only Poles may
attend and bearing the sign “ Wehrmacht und deutschen
Genossen nickd erlondt  (Members of the German army

.and German comrades are not allowed).

In answer secret insfiuetion and. education ha.ve been

_ organized on a great scale: The teaching is concedled

under all kinds of ?mtexts. In cHnsequence large
numbers of young people are proviged with opportunities
of education, It ean even be revealed that despite the
enemy's an “high schools” and “universities ! have
been opened, the young people have primers which aid
them to study, and they are even issued gehool certifi-
cates . and . matriculation - certificates.  The~ secret
aducatlon ig a.tm,ctly linked up With the Undergronnd
Movement, and in practice it brings qraat ‘benefity to
that movement. It ean 'be =did that, often without
their knowing it, every girl and hoy profiting by seerdt
education is passing through a prelimingry course before
being drawn into the main Underground Movement.
JAN EARSEI.
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