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Report

The 2nd International Asian Congress, Toruń, 21–22 May 2015

Toruń International Asian Congresses are a continuation of a series of scien-
tific conferences devoted to Asia. The previous, purely scientific conference 
formula has been gradually extended to include business, cultural, political 
and diplomatic issues. The organisers of the 2nd International Asian Con-
gress were the following institutions: Asia and Pacific Society with its Pre-
sident and the Congress’ leading personality Doctor Adam Marszałek, the 
initiator and spititus movens of the event, the Fund for International Coope-
ration Support n.a. Professor Czesław Mojsiewicz, Eastern Studies Centre, the 
Office of the Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship Marshal, Toruń Town Hall, 
Warsaw University Institute of Political Science and the Nicolaus Coperni-
cus University in Toruń Faculty of Political Science and International Studies.

This year’s Congress was a powerful forum for the meeting of about 300 
participants from Poland and Asian countries, including China, Japan, India, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines, Vietnam, Pakistan as well as Central Asian 
states, namely Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. It was Kazakhstan that was the 
leading country of this year’s Congress, which manifested itself in the num-
ber of speeches devoted to this country, the forms, achievements and perspec-
tives of cooperation between Poland and Kazakhstan, as well as the Congress 
activity of the Ambassador of Kazakhstan in Warsaw Mr Yerik Utembayev.

Beside the plenary sessions 42 discussion panels were also held as well as 
a number of accompanying events. Considering both the assumptions and 
the scale of the undertaking, the Congress topics were rich and varied. They 
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included among others the issues of Asian diplomacy, comparison of geopo-
litical potential, the European Union’s relations with Asian states, the eco-
nomic development of Asia, the expansion of Asian countries on the global 
market, the value system in Asian countries, the problem and method of un-
derstanding rights in the Asian perspective, culture and education in Asian 
states, interior security in these countries, the legal status and the importan-
ce of administration and territorial self-government in Asian states, as well 
as the issues of tourism, film and theatre on this continent.

The plenary sessions were held in Toruń Artus Court. The Congress was 
officially opened by its Scientific Head dr hab. Joanna Marszałek-Kawa, after 
whom spoke Mr Jerzy Bayer of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who stres-
sed the fact that it was the first time that Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs 
had devoted so much time and consideration to the Congress whose subject 
matter had been only signalled before. This rise in interest in the Congress 
initiative and the Asian direction is evident in the Minister taking patrona-
ge over the Congress. In the first part of the meeting voice was also taken 
by the Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship Marshal Mr Piotr Całbecki, Pre-
sident of the General Board of the Polish Political Science Association Pro-
fessor Roman Bäcker, President of Toruń Mr Michał Zaleski and numero-
us diplomats, including Ambassador of Kazakhstan Mr Yerik Utembayev, 
Ambassador of India Mr Ajay Bisaria, Ambassador of Indonesia Mr Peter 
F. Gontha, Ambassador of Thailand Mr Manasvi Srisodapol, Ambassador of 
Uzbekistan Mr Ikrom Nazarov, Secretary of the Embassy of Pakistan Mr Si-
raj Ahmad Khan and Secretary of the Embassy of Japan Mr Daisuke Yama-
shita. The opening lecture was delivered by Professor Andrzej Chodubski. 
The subject matter of his talk was the characteristics of Polish Azerbaijani 
mutual relations.

The panel sessions and accompanying events were held in several Toruń 
locations, among others in numerous rooms of the Marshal Office and the 
Contemporary Art Centre “Signs of the Time” at the Town Hall as well as at 
the seat of the Adam Marszałek Publishing House.

The specific discussion panels took the form of topical sets consisting of 
the planned speakers’ talks and discussion. Due to the abundance of the is-
sues discussed and the considerable number of presentations, I only signal 
some of them while being motivated by the intention to make this selection 
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possibly representative for the whole Congress. The works presented and sent 
in to the Congress, are to be published. As part of Panel no. 1 called “The le-
gal culture in Asia” Doctor Anna Michalak (UŁ) delivered a  lecture enti-
tled “The importance of bicameral system in the parliamentary democracies 
of South East Asia” and Professor Andrzej Bisztyga (UZ, GWSH Katowice) 
outlined in his speech a balance and perspective of the constitutional system 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Panel no.  2, dedicated to international relations in the Asian area was 
opened by the speech by Professor Maciej Szczurowski (UG) on the US poli-
cy as an element of threat to security of Asia. Panel no. 4 regarding problems 
of countries of South and South East Asia included a presentation by dr hab. 
Aleksander Głogowski (UJ) on Pakistan and regional security after the re-
treat of NATO forces from Afghanistan.

The English speaking panel (Panel no. 50 entitled “Contemporary Asia – 
Interests, Values and Identities” included among others a  presentation by 
Doctor Maria Ochwat (WSB Poznań, WZ Chorzów) under the title “Politi-
cal games in Thailand”. The topic of Panel no. 8 were cultural conditions of 
the development of contemporary Asia. This panel included Professor Jerzy 
Sielski’s speech “Patterns of cultures in China and their influence on leader-
ship”. The Russian speaking panel (Panel no. 9) offered among others a talk 
by Professor Sevda Akhundova (Baku Slavic University) on the Azerbaijani 
model of multiculturalism.

Panel no. 11 was dedicated to the political and social transformations in 
the post-Soviet area. A speech that raised particular interest within the panel 
was Professor Svetlana Chervonnayeva’s presentation on the Muslim Asia’s 
attitude to the annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation (2014) and 
the dramatic situation of Crimean Tatars. As part of Panel no. 13 concerning 
the attitude of European countries towards the problems of Asia Dr hab. Ka-
rolina Helnarska presented the voice of South and East Asia in the foreign 
policy of France. On the opportunities and limitations of Polish foreign poli-
cy towards China spoke Dr hab. Renata Podgórzańska (USz) within the fra-
mework of Panel no. 14 dedicated to the practical dimension of the econmic 
cooperation with Asian countries.

A separate panel (Panel no. 17) was devoted to Central Asia in the Asian 
area. It was opened by a speech by Professor Jakub Potulski (UG) entitled 
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“Central Asia as a gateway region”. There was also a panel on Middle East 
(Panel no. 23) in which Doctor Kinga Smoleń (UMCS) outlined the actions 
of the Republic of Turkey towards the Islamic State. Dr hab. Adam Szymań-
ski (UW) talking on the role of Turkey in the Middle East region opened 
Panel no.  25 concerning the social and cultural problems of contempora-
ry Asia. An interesting issue of the role of teips (clans) in selected Asian re-
publics of the Russian Federation was discussed by Professor Olga Wasiu-
ta (UP im. KEN Kraków) as part of the panel devoted to identity as a factor 
shaping social and political processes in contemporary Asia (Panel no. 26). 
Only a handful of the above mentioned, announced and presented topics of 
presentations indicate the richness of the research problems revealed during 
the Congress.

Even before the end of the Congress some preliminary remarks, ideas 
and initiatives connected with it were formulated. As remarked Ambassa-
dor of Kazakhstan Mr Yerik Utembayev, Poland is treated in Kazakhstan as 
a special EU member. He informed the participants of the establishment of 
the Al.-Farabi-Copernicus Centre, a new institution which is to act for com-
mon Polish-Kazakh initiatives in the scope of science, culture and business. 
President of Asia and Pacific Society Doctor Adam Marszałek pointed to the 
developmental tendency of the Congress itself which is focusing more and 
more interest of Asian states, which is evident in numerous representations 
of diplomats from these states. He emphasised the importance of the Eastern 
direction for the development of our economic contacts. Japan’s represen-
tative at the Congress said that in the Land of Cherry Blossoms Poland is 
still a very attractive investment market and that ever since the 1990s Japan 
has been the biggest Asian investor in Poland. In turn, China proposed, in 
fact announced, that it is creating the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, 
which Poland has chosen to join. The bank is meant to be competitive to the 
Asian Bank of Development. In turn, in his speech Eastern Wind Founda-
tion General Director Doctor Maciej Sokołowski referred to the transforma-
tions in the scope of Chinese energy mix and the priorities of China’s ener-
gy policy, while indicating and analysing the present and future tendencies.

Numerous events accompanying the Congress were varied in character, 
in publishing and scientific terms, but also in business and cultural aspects. 
Typically, the first group includes signature of the agreement between the 
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Embassy of the China People’s Republic and Time Marszałek Group on the 
joint publication of the book entitled “The Uyghur Enigma: Discover Rebiya 
Kadeer”, promotion of the book “Legislative experiences of Poland and Ka-
zakhstan in the scope of local government and minority policies edited by 
Andrzej Bisztyga and Piotr Zientarski or promotion of books published as 
part of the series “Asia and Pacific Library”. Of business character was the 
meeting of Ambassador of Kazakhstan Mr Yerik Utembayev and President 
of Toruń Chamber of Commerce Mr Henryk Dulanowski. As part of the 
cultural events there were held numerous exhibitions, film screenings, dan-
ce group shows for example, a presentation of Thai cuisine, a show of a Ka-
zakh dance group or Asian film screenings.

The Congress proved that our country and Polish science, business and 
cultural institutions are looking at the East and Asia with increasing interest.

The 2nd International Asian Congress poses to be an effective tool for 
promotion and merit-related support, facilitating making scientific, business 
and cultural contacts.

Andrzej Bisztyga
University of Zielona Góra


