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SUMMARY

The report is devoted to the definition of the essence of legal clinics in Ukraine, which 
is essential for the latest style of education and upbringing of future law professionals.
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Today, all developed European countries recognize that the proper quality o f education is 
a value, the foundation from  w hich depends the welfare o f  society in  the future. Approved 
and generally accepted views o f the European community on the protection o f hum an rights 
and legitimate interests o f  hum an are reflected in  updated views on  the profession o f  lawyer 
and the training o f future lawyers. Legal science will be “one-handed” if  its knowledge is to be 
concentrated only on theoretical materiał w ithout the use o f  acquired knowledge in  practice, 
because it forms the future skills o f lawyers to give a  proper legal assessment o f com plex phe- 
nomena and processes o f state legal reality, provides an opportunity to determine the future 
directions and activities in the industry o f law, educates the student in a spirit o f respect 
for human rights and freedoms, in general, makes it clear whether it is necessary to associ- 
ate the student’s ow n future w ith the profession o f  a lawyer. That is why one o f the important 
directions o f educational and practical activity is the form ation o f  a  law elite, capable o f being 
responsible for the legal provision o f a person and based on  m odern doctrines, new approaches, 
European principles and taking into account national experience and conforming to interna- 
tional standards o f  life. Unfortunately, the discrepancy between the theory and practice in  legal 
education continues to exist and students undergo familiarization practice on the basis o f  state 
authorities, local self-governance or the private sector are not sufficient to acquire the right 
skills. The solution to this issue lies on the shoulders o f  legal clinics, whose revival and actuali- 
zation are gaining mom entum  in higher educational institutions in  Ukraine.

D espite the fact that considerations regarding the feasibility o f  establishing legal clinics 
at law  universities have been traced since ancient tim es in works, fo r example: D. I. M eyer 
(1855), K. F. Stuya (1863), O. A. Lublin  (1906) and others, w hich today have not lost their
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relevance and are being investigated for a long period o f  tim e in  those educational institu- 
tions, w here academ ic (lecturing and theoretical) preparation o f future lawyers is foreseen.

The Legal Clinic is a structural unit o f the Faculty o f  Law, w ithin w hich students -  future 
lawyers under the leadership o f teachers and practicing lawyers acquire practical training 
by providing free legal assistance and legal education o f the population. In  accordance w ith 
the Order o f the Ministry o f Education and Science o f  Ukraine No. 592 o f August 3, 2006 “O n 
Approval o f the M odel Law on  the Legal Clinic o f  a  H igher Educational Institution o f Ukraine” 
(hereinafter -  the Regulations), law clinics should function in  all educational institutions o f  the 
III-IV  accreditation levels, w hich train specialists in  the «Right» direction, regardless o f the 
form  o f ownership and subordination1. The legal clinic is recognized as a special mechanism 
for promoting the quality o f legal education and education, w hich manifests itself in creating 
opportunities for students to study at the legal profession during their studies, carrying out 
analytical and directly right protective w ork1 2. The legal clinic is also recognized as a unique 
training and practical center (laboratory) consisting o f  teachers and students o f senior courses, 
w hich is created and functions on the basis o f  a higher educational establishm ent3.

In accordance w ith  Clause 2.1 o f  the Regulations, the purpose o f  the legal clinic is to: 
increase the level o f  practical knowledge, skills and abilities o f students o f  legal specialties; 
providing access to legal assistance to representatives o f  socially vulnerable groups o f  soci- 
ety; form ation o f  the legal culture o f citizens; preparation and training o f  students in  the spirit 
o f  observance and respect for the principles o f  the rule o f  law, justice and hum an dignity; 
expanding cooperation betw een higher education institutions training lawyers, w ith  judicial, 
law enforcem ent agencies, justice, state authorities and local self-government, w ith  other 
institutions and organizations; introduction into the educational process o f  elem ents o f  p rac
tical training o f  law students in  the field o f  legal services4.

The m anagem ent o f  the legal clinic m ust arrange its activities in  such a w ay that the stu
dent, w hich represents this structural unit o f  the faculty, clearly adheres to the basic princi
ples o f  the ethics o f a lawyer: the legality and the rule o f  law, respect for law, justice, hum an 
dignity, humanity, objectivity, com petence and integrity, and confidentiality. All w ork o f  the 
student -  the consultant and the student -  the trainee should be aim ed at protecting the rights 
and freedom s o f  the person who asked fo r help. Today, the num ber o f  legal clinics is con- 
stantly increasing, and according to the A ssociation o f  Legal Clinics, more than 80%  o f clin
ics not only provide counseling, bu t also prepare procedural docum ents, and about 15% 
practice the provision and free secondary legal a id 5.

This state o f  affairs suggests a high level o f  training for future lawyers, and, consequently, 
ensuring their proper place in  the labor m arket in  the future. By itself, the legal clinic is already

1 HaKa3 MiHicTepcTBa ocBirn i HayKn yKpaiHH N° 592 Big 3 cepnrn 2006 poKy «npo 3aTBepgxeHHfl 
TnnoBoro noroxeHHfl npo ropngnHHy KriHiKy Bnmoro HaBuanBHoro 3aKragy yKpaiHH» -  PernM 
gocTyny: http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0956-06, gaTa gocTyny: 05.07.2018.

2 A. O. Taran, Omoem menanbm KOMnoHeHmu wpudunmi m m m m i oceimu: mn^xu enpoeaówemn 
m im ^m ^o cneąKypcy ma npaKmuKu cmydeHmie y  HaenanbHuu npoąec eu^ux HaenanbHux 3amaói6 
e yKpaiHi. HaenanbHuu nociÓHUK, K.: KHT, 2009, 96 c.

3 M. T. Jiog*yK, WpuóunHi mmiKu e yKpaiHi: oceima ma npaeoea ^onoMo^a: MOHo^pa$iH, Ogeca: 
OeHiKc, 2015, 328 c.

4 HaKa3 MiHicTepcTBa ocBim i HayKn yKpaiHH N° 592 Big 3 cepnrn 2006 poKy, op. cit.
5 O^iąiuHuu caum Acoąiaąii w pudm m x miHiK yKpaiHu [EjieKTpoHHHn pecypc]. -  PernM gocTyny: 

https://legalclinics.in.ua, gaTa gocTyny: 11.07.2018.
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an  innovative project o f  educational and educational activity because in  its field there 
is a continuous stim ulation o f  intelligence o f  innovations connected w ith  num erous changes 
in  the legislation,the em ergence o f new categories and concepts, the expansion o f  legal regu- 
lation, active codification processes, the ratification by U kraine o f  new international legal 
acts, the global expansion o f  the inform ation space, etc. The objectives and purpose o f  the 
legal clin ic’s activities are highlighted through the prism  o f the innovative educational policy 
o f  our state and reflected in  the norm ative and legal docum ents, w hich regulate innovation 
activity o f higher education: in  the Laws o f  U kraine “O n H igher Education”, “O n Inno- 
vation  Activity” , “O n Priority Areas o f Innovation Activity in  U kraine”, “O n Ratification 
o f  the Convention on  the R ecognition o f  Qualifications on H igher Education in  the European 
R egion”, the Resolution o f the Supreme Council o f  U kraine O n Recom m endations o f  the 
Parliam entary H earings “O n the State and Prospects fo r the D evelopm ent o f  H igher E duca
tion  in  U kraine”, The D ecrees o f the President o f  U kraine “O n U rgent M easures to Ensure 
the Functioning and D evelopm ent o f  Education in  U kraine” and “O n M easures to Improve 
the H igher Education System” , the R esolution o f  the Cabinet o f  M inisters o f  U kraine “O n 
the Establishm ent o f  the Institute o f Innovative Technologies and the Content o f  Educa
tion” , etc. Thus, according to Clause 1 o f  the cla. 3 o f  the Law  o f Ukraine “O n H igher 
Education” , the policy o f  our state in  the field o f  higher education is based on the princi- 
ple o f  prom oting the preparation o f a com petitive hum an cap ita l6, and bringing the network 
o f  higher educational institutions and higher education m anagem ent systems in  line w ith 
the needs o f the developm ent o f  the national econom y and labor m arket dem ands, ensuring 
the constitutional rights o f  citizens to high-quality higher education, reorganizing the system 
o f higher education m anagem ent in  order to protect national, regional and local interests, 
as w ell as the interests o f  all subjects o f  the national system  o f higher education o f  Ukraine, 
are the m ain objectives o f  the Strategy fo r the Reform  o f H igher E ducation in  U kraine until 
20207. The functioning o f  the legal clinic in  the education system  confirms a new stage 
in  the interaction o f  the scientific and pedagogical com position o f  the university, the devel- 
opm ent o f  student skills and the application o f  acquired theoretical achievements. Like any 
innovation, the w ork o f  a  legal clinic involves the availability o f  certain projects and plans, 
as w ell as an assessm ent o f  their results and achievements. So, fo r the purpose o f  the quality 
o f the w ork o f the legal clinic, special classes w ith students are foreseen by those teach- 
ers w ith  practical experience, control m easures for those students who are w illing to w ork 
as consultants, organization o f  round tables and meetings w ith attorneys. conducting scien- 
tific-practical conferences, seminars, olym piads, trainings, cooperation w ith  other national 
and international legal clinics.

It should be em phasized that the value o f  legal clinics is acknowledged not only by society 
(as a  social value -  free o f  charge) and by highly qualified lawyers (as an opportunity to select 
decent young professionals), bu t also by graduates o f  higher education institutions that recog- 
nize that no other m ethods o f  practical training (and not solving problem s, even if  their plays 
have been  taken out o f  life, or the holding o f  training sessions, debates or contests, and even
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6 3aKOH yKpaiHH «npo Bn^y ocBiry» Big 28 rpygrn 2014 p., “BigoMOCTi BepxoBHoi Pagu yKpa- 
mn” 2014, N° 37-38 Ct.

7 npoerm Cmpame^ttpetf)opMyeaHM eu^oi oceimu e Yrpami do 2020pory: O^iąiumu ee6-caum MiHic- 
mepcmea oceimu i HayKu YrpaiHu, http://old.mon.gov.ua/ua/pr-viddil/1312/1390288033/1415795124/, 
gara gocTyny: 18.07.2018.
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practice in  state authorities) can not bring students closer to their professional activities, 
such as w ork in  a legal clinic. A t the same tim e, the w ork o f  students in  the legal clinic leads 
to the awareness o f the value o f  the theoretical know ledge gained at lectures, w hich posi- 
tively marks the alm ost 100% attendance o f classroom  activities by such students. Scientists, 
teachers and psychologists have proved that the com bination o f  lectures and practicalities 
positively influences the legal consciousness and education o f  the future lawyer, develops 
skills fo r independent recognition o f the w ays o f  solving the problem  and self-preventing 
and (or) overcom ing the legal means o f  a  given problem atic legal situation8.

Thus, it can be argued that today, no one doubts the significance o f  the existence o f  legal 
clinics. F or higher educational institutions and law schools, the legal clinic in  its structure 
is a m atter o f  prestige. Lawyers o f  the new generation com bining lecture lessons w ith  “liv- 
ing” law practice have the opportunity to overcome during the educational process the gap 
betw een the theoretical legal education and legal practice, acquire skills in  the organization 
and conduct o f  legal work, the basis o f  office and com m unication culture, the basis o f  legal 
ethics and professional responsibility. In  addition, future lawyers -  students o f  m odern tim es 
have the opportunity to gain experience from  practicing faculty-curators o f  the legal clinic, 
penetrating the “a i f ’ o f  the profession and gaining firm  ethical convictions and understanding 
o f  the hum anism  o f the profession o f  lawyer.
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Poradnia prawna: nowe spojrzenie na edukację i wychowanie na Ukrainie

Raport poświęcony jest definicji klinik prawnych na Ukrainie, które mają zasadnicze 
znaczenie dla najnowszego stylu edukacji i wychowania przyszłych prawników.
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