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Abstract

Educational tourism is the segment which works in order to meet the growing demands of the 
market, to increase student and staff mobility as a key tool for personal development, to enrich the 
learning and research experience, to improve knowledge transfer, through active participation in mul-
tilateral projects, thematic networks, joint degrees and initiatives at regional and international level.

Besides, educational tourism allows students to improve their personal skills and to increase their 
employability. By creating opportunities and improving the quality of mobility universities offer 
a unique platform for students to contribute to the shaping of Europe’s future.

Nowadays when all doors are open and the mental readiness of academic staff as well as students 
is on its top of development, there exists the man-made difficulties, barriers that hinder the process of 
mobility and accordingly the development of educational tourism. 

The article focuses on searching the ways directed at increasing and simplifying the procedures of 
international student mobility.

“Mobility of staff, students and graduates is one of the core elements of the Bologna 
Process, creating opportunities for personal growth, developing international cooperation  

between individuals and institutions, enhancing the quality of higher education and research, 
and giving substance to the European dimension”.

Ministers responsible for Higher Education in the countries participating  
in the Bologna Process, London Communiqué, May 2007

In this article we consider mobility as equal definition given to one of the branches of 
Tourism - Educational tourism.

Educational tourism is the segment which works in order to meet the growing demands 
of the market, to increase student and staff mobility as a key tool for personal development, 
to enrich the learning and research experience, to improve knowledge transfer, through ac-
tive participation in multilateral projects, thematic networks, joint degrees and initiatives at 
regional and international level.

Besides, educational tourism allows students to improve their personal skills and to in-
crease their employability. By creating opportunities and improving the quality of mobility 
universities offer a unique platform for students to contribute to the shaping of Europe’s 
future.
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Mobility which is so often and widely discussed is the key to individual development and 
it also has a profound influence on the changes taking place in higher education. It influences 
not only individuals, but also study programs, research, social, cultural and linguistic aspects 
of education and economy. Without international cooperation, which in the XXI century 
means also both virtual and “traditional” mobility, a university cannot aspire to be an active 
and important actor in the European higher education and research area. 

In recent decades, the number of students studying abroad has risen dramatically, and 
more generally the higher education sector has become much more international. For ex-
ample, in OECD countries the number of foreign students doubled between 1980 and 2001. 
More recent data shows that this trend of internalization is still in process;

These findings suggest that mobility decisions during university have long-run effects 
on the careers and labor-market outcomes of individuals. In particular, mobility during the 
course of the studies increases international mobility in the labor market. This is interrelated 
with the process of increasing the level of educational quality that must be considered as 
a part of the package of government education policies if the goal is to achieve higher eco-
nomic level which, in turn, is followed by an increased average education level, higher level 
of employment and earnings, more productivity and competitiveness that finally leads to 
a greater economic growth of the country.

Georgia traditionally has been a bridge connecting the West and the East. Through his-
tory the trade roads linking the different areas crossed the Georgian territory carrying the 
diverse cultural tradition.

Education traditions in Georgia trace their roots back to the Early Middle Ages, when 
education centers called academies and seminaries played important role in educating youth 
and providing people with scholarly works, mainly of philosophical, religious and literary 
character.

In XI-XII cc. it was widespread in Georgia to send talented young men to Greek 
schools. Among those students were Ephrem Mtsire (Ephraim the Small), Ekvtime Atoneli 
(Euthymius the Athonite), Giorgi Atoneli (George the Hagiorite), Arsen Ikaltoeli (Arsen of 
Iqalto), Ioane Petritsi and others. It is also noteworthy that Georgian students who studied 
abroad also established theological schools there and subsequently implemented their school 
traditions in their homeland. This practice of Georgian students was especially strong dur-
ing the reign of David the Builder. Georgian King David the Builder (1089-1125) gave 
close attention to the education of his people. The king selected children who were sent to 
the Byzantine Empire “so that they be taught languages and bring home translations made 
by them there”. Many of them later became well-known scholars.

At the time of David the Builder there were quite a few schools and academies in 
Georgia, among which Gelati occupies a special place. King David’s historian calls Gelati 
Academy
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,,a second Jerusalem of all the East for learning of all that is of value, for the teaching 
of knowledge – a second Athens, far exceeding the first in divine law, a canon for all eccle-
siastical splendors.”

Besides Gelati there also were other cultural-enlightenment and scholarly centers in 
Georgia at that time, i.e. the Academy of Ikalto.

Unfortunately, being annexed by Russia in early 19th century and later being a part of the 
Soviet Union, Georgia was isolated from the rest of the world and was deprived of opportu-
nity to have open relationship with different countries in any field.

During the Soviet era lack of transparency and professional methods created favorable 
environment for corruption and disadvantageous conditions for teaching and learning pro-
cess in the country. The burden of the Soviet system was felt in every field. Such situation 
lasted from 1918 till 1970s and moreover in fact even till 1991.

Since proclaiming independence in 1991, Georgia restored its linking role with various 
countries. 

Georgia started to move to market economy, however reforming changes were interrupt-
ed by constant internal and external problems faced by the independent country, high level of 
corruption and lack of trend toward any kind of changes. Intensive reforming process started 
since 2003, after the “Rose Revolution”.

Since the last ten years Georgia has been growing extremely economically, has fought 
against corruption, has facilitated licenses, taxes and most of the burdens for foreign inves-
tors. That is why Georgia is considered to be one of the countries with the best climate for 
doing business.

Today, when the borders are open in all directions and the priority of Georgia is Euro-
Atlantic integration, relationship between Georgia and European countries as well as US, 
entered a new phase, paying great attention on one of nowadays central issues - Education. 

Education brings together bright people and balances the course of integration and trans-
formation into one common Higher Education Area that also is the objective of the Bologna 
process - to create more comparable, compatible and coherent systems of higher education 
in Europe.

All above mentioned issues are successfully carried out at International Black Sea 
University (IBSU).

Turkey and Georgia involve in a process of radical changes via cooperation, that traces 
back to the year of 1992, July 30, when Georgia and Turkey signed an agreement in the fields 
of economics, education, science and sport for the purpose of cooperation and neighborhood. 

Turkish educational firm “Çağlar” representatives consider education as an important 
tool in terms of strengthening friendship between the two countries. For that purpose, rep-
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resentatives of Turkish and Georgian sides met where they focused on establishing mutual 
educational institutions. 

International Black Sea University – established by Turkish-Georgian governments – is 
a good example of above mentioned higher educational institutions. The university unites 
intellectuals, researchers, professors, and students, which have such values in common as 
tolerance, dialog, high morality and positive interaction in the conditions of contemporary 
world.

The mission of IBSU is based on globalization. Successful relations among nations can 
be reached by promoting intercultural communication, which exists even as a separate field 
that has been turned into a professional rank of scholarship and expertise. IBSU is an educa-
tional and research institution, the primary goal of which is: 
 – To promote the development of Georgian and Global cultural values, orientation towards 

the ideals of democracy and humanism essential for the existence and development of 
a civil society; 

 – To realize personal potential, develop the creative skills, provide for competitiveness 
of graduates on domestic and international labor markets, and offer to the interested 
ones high quality education that meets the requirements of the student community and 
the public; To create all conditions for study environment that enhances the quality of 
the student experience; also to promote equal opportunities for access, participation and 
achievement;

 – Ensure accessibility and openness of higher education, academic freedom in teaching, 
learning and research, provision of higher education opportunities over the entire life 
span, involvement of academic staff and the students in making decisions and monitoring 
their implementation, publicity and transparency of the University management and the 
competitions held there; Provision of academic and social services;

 – Prohibition of all forms of discrimination in the sphere of higher education, including 
academic, religious and ethnic grounds, also views, gender, social origin or any other 
grounds, etc. 
Multilingual factor becomes a significant indicator of multicultural environment; 

Knowledge of several languages becomes necessary for each individual for private, job and 
professional purposes, mobility, involvement in international contract and other similar pro-
cesses. What’s more important, foreign language skills present one of the principal require-
ments on contemporary labor market. 

International Black Sea University regularly hosts the international students from at 
least 10 countries and that students are given a chance to learn several foreign languages 
– English, Russian, French, German, Spanish, Turkish; Georgian - for foreign students that 
enhances their employing chances in Georgia and ensures success in their professional life. 
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Besides, one of the main priorities of IBSU is the implementation of different exchange 
programs the result of which is the list of the leading world universities IBSU has signed an 
agreement or memorandum with; These educational institutions are:
 – University of Barcelona (Barcelona, Spain);
 – University of Finance and Administration (Prague, Czech Republic);
 – Stockholm School of Economics in Riga (Riga, Latvia);
 – Cracow University of Economics (Cracow, Poland);
 – Turiba University (Riga, Latvia);
 – Turgut Ozal University (Ankara, Turkey);
 – Yalova University (Yalova, Turkey);
 – Gediz University (Izmir, Turkey);
 – Fatih University (Istanbul, Turkey);
 – University of Northern Iowa (IOWA, USA);
 – Southern Polytechnic State University (Georgia, USA);
 – Washington University in St. Louis – Missouri, U.S.;
 – University of Catalonia – Barcelona, Spain;
 – State University of New York, Delhi (New York, USA);
 – University of New York in Prague (Prague, Czech Republic);
 – Kozminski University (Warsaw, Poland);
 – Siauliai University (Vilnius, Lithuania);
 – Solbridge International School of Business (South Korea);
 – Gediz University (Izmir, Turkey);
 – Qafqaz University (Baku, Azerbaijan); 
 – Ondokuz Mayıs University (Samsun, Turkey); 
 – Vistula University(Warsaw, Poland); 
 – S.Demirel University (Almati, Kazakhstan); 
 – Middle East Technical University(Ankara, Turkey).

However Georgia in incredibly short period of time through inconceivable reforms has 
broken Soviet and post-Soviet survivals, overshadowing Georgian identity, national values 
and capacity of education, nowadays Georgia still faces some difficulties;

Many years before, even in such conditions that existed in Soviet period Georgian stu-
dents had started to seek for the better opportunities abroad, mainly in Russia, and the way 
to Russia really became as ,,the ray of hope” for them. Even though the corruption played 
a leading role there as well but less than in Georgian case. 

Nowadays when all doors are open and the mental readiness of academic staff as well 
as students is on its top of development, there exists the man-made difficulties, barriers 
that hinder the process of mobility and accordingly the development of educational tour-
ism.
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There are still certain barriers that need to be dealt with before education received in 
higher education institutions of Georgia is fully recognized.

On the one hand, student mobility is the goal of state policy and Bologna Process, and on 
the other, it’s an indicator of international recognition of Georgia’s education area.

Georgia joined the Bologna Process in 2005. European system of credit accruement, rec-
ognition and transfer, practice of issuing bilingual academic degrees, national qualification 
framework were introduced in Georgia; But this is not sufficient for complete recognition 
of Georgia’s higher education area on the European level. Correspondingly, the barriers 
that prevent recognition of knowledge received in Georgia by European higher education 
institutions still remain.

Among the main obstacles there are
 – the difficulties with getting Visa for foreign students, that became more pressing question 

today;
 – the issue of the day - the part of Georgian legislation regarding suspension of students 

status for those students who participate in exchange programs; 
According to the article 3 of order no10 of the Ministry of Education and Science of 
Georgia (4.02.2010) on the ,,Approval of the procedure of movement between Higher 
Education Institutions”, the studying abroad in Higher Education Institutions is defined 
as one of the grounds for the suspension of students status; that, in its turn, is interrelated 
with financial aspects; Students, whose status is suspended, does not receive state study 
grant in the corresponding semester and does not pay tuition fee to the ,,mother univer-
sity” (if the amount of the tuition fee is more than the state study grant);

 – the issue of recognition of credits the students have gained during exchange program in 
the HEI they have participated in;
According to the Order N 98/N Of the Minister of Education and Science of Georgia, 
1 October 2010 Tbilisi ,,On Approval of the Procedure of Validation of Georgian 
Educational Documents and Recognition of Foreign Education and Fees”, the recogni-
tion of foreign education shall cover the recognition of general secondary education or 
general education acquired during the study period, professional education, academic 
qualification/degree or education acquired during the period of study within the frame-
work of a higher education programme. (Article 1. Scope of Regulation);
The recognition of education shall be undertaken by the Legal Entity of Public Law – 
National Centre for Educational Quality Enhancement (hereinafter the EQE) commen-
surate with the International Agreements of Georgia, legal and sublegal act of Georgia 
and this Procedure (Article 2. Responsible Authority for the Validation of Georgian 
Educational Documents and Recognition of Education); For the recognition of educa-
tion an owner of an education document, shall file with EQE an application, fee (For the 
recognition of foreign education – 30 GEL, and for the accelerated procedures for 15 
business days – 60 GEL) and certain documents defined by law. The procedure for rec-
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ognition of Higher education takes at least 15 days for accelerated procedure (Article 1. 
Amount of Fees, Annex №2 Fees for the Validation of Georgian Educational Documents, 
Recognition of Foreign Education and State Recognition of Higher Education, Acquires 
by Students of the Licensed Higher Education Institutions). And approximately one-two 
month for normal procedure;
Though there exists more simplified regulation such as the 5 article of abovementioned 
document where there is the definition such as ,,If a HEI has concluded a memoran-
dum with foreign institution regarding executing exchange programs or/and transferring 
ECTS credits, the HEI has a right to receive preliminary consent for implementing the 
program from the National Center for Educational Quality Enhancement thus ensuring 
unconditional recognition of the courses studied within the frame of the vocational or 
higher education exchange program. In such case the courses studied within the frame 
of the higher education exchange program are recognized despite of all the procedures 
defined by law.” 
But unfortunately this provision does not work (even though it defines certain fee for 
such kind of service), because there is no instruction that gives detailed information 
about making the provision work. 
The main consequence of abovementioned is that it becomes absolutely unprofitable for 

HEIs to create exchange programs and encourage students to participate in them, thus the 
,,mother universities” become less motivated to support the process of mobility of students. 

Among the ways of resolving the problems today are named:
 – elaboration of strategy;
 – improving the provision of information;
 – developing programs oriented at mobility and enhancing the attractiveness of Georgia’s 

higher education sphere.
Concrete approaches and measures are suggested for each direction that would be 

beneficial for resolving the problem. Issue of international academic mobility is significant 
for entire Europe. Georgia, as a member of Bologna Process, in recent years has been ac-
tively introducing the mechanisms that will simplify international mobility in the long-term 
perspective. However, in this regard it is also important to have certain short-term improve-
ments as well. 

Since the International student mobility issue in the European context is connected with 
several main factors, certain ways to solve the problems may be:
 – Clear state policy;
 – Availability of information on learning opportunities abroad for Georgian citizens;
 – Shortage of educational programs oriented at student exchange;
 – Attractiveness of Georgia’s higher education system.
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Efforts made in each of these problematic directions would be beneficial in order to 
achieve long-term results. 

We refrain from discussing the measures that have been discussed on the state and in-
ternational levels many times before. They mainly concern such issues as independence of 
accreditation service and problems of national qualification framework. Based on the goals 
of the document the main emphasis is made on additional mechanisms, which can have 
a relatively fast and at the same time sustainable results in terms of increasing international 
student mobility.

We may offer some recommendations, such as:
 – Giving priority to the organizations that will directly benefit from these activities could 

be important for ensuring effective introduction of the offered processes;
 – Perfectly, the role of the state should be limited to coordination, monitoring, ensuring 

funding and facilitating international relations;
 –  Main group of beneficiary organizations could be Georgia’s higher education institu-

tions;
 – Implementation of international programs would be beneficial in terms of long-term sus-

tainable development of their capacity;
 – Creating of an agreement between the Ministry of education and HEIs that would find 

solutions for making exchange programs profitable for universities and increasing the 
motivation of HEIs in order to help their students develop their knowledge abroad;

 – In order to ensure participation of international organizations in the introduction of rel-
evant tools, their participation in the discussion of concrete approaches as well as ex-
istence of documentation reflecting conceptual and strategic attitudes in this direction 
would be extremely important;

 –  Besides, carrying out a detailed quantitative and qualitative research on international 
student mobility in Georgia would also be very important.

Conclusion

Readiness and interest of the state, in particular readiness and interest of Ministry 
of Education and Science and Government of Georgia play an essential role in effec-
tive implementation of the offered ways directed at increasing and simplifying the proce-
dures of international student mobility. Increasing the state’s interest can be dependent on 
expressed aspirations of Georgian higher education institutions in that direction. We be-
lieve if Georgian higher education institutions express an adequate interest, elaboration 
of the strategy and introduction of concrete programs and approaches will be possible. 
Engagement of international organizations and international diplomatic representations is 
also important.
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Moreover, Georgian Government and the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia 
has to initiate and develop relationships with relevant bodies in order to seek recognition 
and funding appropriate to the level of maturity of the subject as an area of study, but also 
in line with its importance as an activity, and an industry, both in Georgia and internation-
ally. The Government of Georgia has to establish links with a range of organizations, from 
government policy makers, to industry leaders, to European and International educational 
organizations in recognition of the immense challenges the world faces, and the responsibil-
ity that tourism educators have as well as to work towards more responsible and sustainable 
educational tourism development which can be one of the main components for successful 
future of the country.
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Wyzwania stojące przed turystyką edukacyjną w Gruzji

Streszczenie

Turystyka edukacyjna jest segmentem, który działa po to, żeby sprostać rosnącemu popytowi 
rynku, zwiększyć mobilność studentów i kadry jako klucz do rozwoju osobistego, wzbogacić do-
świadczenia edukacji i badań, usprawnić transfer wiedzy poprzez aktywne uczestnictwo w projektach 
wielostronnych, sieciach tematycznych, wspólne oceny i inicjatywy na szczeblu regionalnym i mię-
dzynarodowym.

Poza tym turystyka edukacyjna pozwala studentom doskonalić swe osobiste umiejętności i zwięk-
szyć szanse zatrudnienia. Przez stwarzanie szans i podnoszenie jakości mobilności uczelnie oferują 
wyjątkową platformę dla studentów w celu wnoszenia przez nich wkładu w kształtowanie przyszłości 
Europy.

W dzisiejszych czasach, gdy wszystkie drzwi są otwarte, zaś mentalna gotowość personelu aka-
demickiego, jak również studentów jest w swym szczytowym momencie rozwoju, istnieją tworzone 
przez człowieka trudności i bariery, które utrudniają proces mobilności i, w związku z tym, rozwoju 
turystyki edukacyjnej. 

W artykule uwagę skupiono na poszukiwaniu dróg prowadzących do zwiększania i upraszczania 
procedur międzynarodowej mobilności studentów.
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