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Memory of the late Father Piotr Dębski
I met Fr. Piotr Dębski in 1995, when he started musicology studies at the Catholic Uni-

versity of Lublin. Our scientific contacts deepened when Fr. Piotr signed up for a seminar at 
the Department of Instrumentology, headed by Father Professor Jan Chwałek. At that seminar 
there were then ten priests (from three years) who undertook historical and instrumental stud-
ies of organs. I remember how passionately they wrote their master's theses. Seven of them later 
obtained a doctoral degree.

Fr. Piotr, as a student, invited me to the places he grew up - to Jelenia Góra and Legnica. 
I remember staying at his family home - hospitable, kind, friendly parents. At that time, we 
watched beautiful historic Jelenia Góra and Legnica organs. The main purpose of our trip was, 
however, to decipher the complex systems of multi-row voices in the bodies of the cathedral 
organs in Legnica - the subject of the master's thesis of Fr. Piotr.

After his graduation from the Catholic University of Lublin, our contact continued, and 
with time acquired more and more profound scientific foundations. Fr. Piotr wrote an arti-
cle about the bells (carillon) of the Legnica cathedral to the "Studia Organologica" series that 
I was editing. We have often consulted the works of organ studies, which he conducted in the 
diocese. He made several dozen expert opinions of historic organs. He developed a  scheme 
of such expertise containing the history of a  given instrument, description of mechanisms, 
disposition, condition and conservation recommendations, plus documentary photographs. 
He consistently conducted systematic fieldwork. He was able to raise funds for conservation 
works, personally supervised repairs. Thanks to him, many instruments were saved from total 
destruction. At this point I want to emphasize his extraordinary diligence - in the field of or-
ganizational studies, but also as a lecturer and teacher of church music. At one time he was also 
a parish priest - in addition to pastoral service, he renovated the presbytery and roofs of two 
historic churches. I never heard any complaining from him, he did everything with great pas-
sion and commitment. I remember his happy face after defending his dissertation in September 
2014 and words full of ideas for future activities in the diocese.

Finally, a very personal memory. When I was seriously ill, Fr. Piotr prayed for me and kept 
my spirit up. When after some time he suffered a serious illness himself - we prayed for each 
other and supported each other. The last time we met on December 4, 2018 in Wola Baranows-
ka at the funeral of Father Professor Jan Chwałek. There wasn't time for a longer conversation, 
but we both concluded - we're not giving up!

Today, Fr. Piotr is already receiving an eternal reward in heaven for his noble, beautiful, 
hard-working life. Piotr, rest in peace and support us from above.

Maria Szymanowicz
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I met Fr Piotr Dębski in 1997 after I had begun my musicology studies at the Catholic Uni-
versity of Lublin. He was 3 years older than me in regard to “student training programme”. We 
used to meet and talk many times: during shared classes or seminars, or during various types of 
organ class trips taught by Fr prof. Jan Chwałek or the Gregorian schola taught by Fr prof. Ire-
neusz Pawlak. Nevertheless, our friendship really started after graduation, when, after returning 
to our native dioceses, we both began working in the field of church music: Piotr ‒ in Legnica, 
and I ‒ in Opole. It turned out that we were more often calling each other to share our problems, 
ideas, and views on various subjects. We were telling ourselves where we conducted renovation 
activities of the organ or in which town they were to begin. We exchanged opinions about organ-
building companies. We were reflecting together how to solve some doubts related to renovating 
historic instruments. I had a great pleasure of being a reviewer of his doctorate in Lublin, which 
was unsurprisingly dedicated to the organ as Piotr was entirely devoted to this instrument. Piotr 
was competent. Piotr was committed. Piotr had a broad outlook. Gradually, we began to visit 
each other. It did not occur too often, but I do remember his visits in Grobniki. I also remember 
my visits in Legnica or Miłkowice. Then, I was able to also discover his other features: he was 
a wonderful interlocutor, a patient listener, a keen observer. Piotr was simply a good man. He 
was sincerely friendly. He used to come to Opole for every session of the series Silesian organ. 
He had submitted his paper to the last session in 2019, but unfortunately, he did not arrive in 
Opole anymore. I have its title written down to this day: The seventeenth-century organ of Georg 
Ambrosio Tauchman in the Holy Trinity Church in Proboszczów. He indicated in his e-mail that he 
was uncertain about his presence at the conference due to health problems. He did not arrive... 
He did not also send his text to be published... I helped him to undergo radiotherapy treatment 
at the Institute of Oncology in Gliwice. I  remember that when he came to Opole for the first 
meeting with a doctor from Gliwice, he was full of hope. At that time, he was genuinely interested 
in our Diocesan Institute of Church Music in Opole: he visited our students and teachers who 
were conducting classes and then we went to see the doctor. Unfortunately, there was more and 
more information about his worsening health problems. He also began to respond to e-mails 
and phone calls less and less frequently. Then, the message which I had been taking into account 
arrived, but I never really allowed this dramatic scenario to break into my consciousness. Accord-
ing to my custom, with the greatest effort and sincere tears in my eyes I recorded the date of his 
departure ‒ 28th February 2020 ‒ on the list of contacts in my mobile phone next to his name. 
A prearranged trip abroad prevented me from taking part in the funeral procession... However, 
Piotr was, is and will remain in my memory. After returning from abroad, I read his articles in 
the volumes of Silesian organs. While I am writing these few words of memories, I realize that 
organ fronts were frequently decorated with angels in the glory of heaven. We will miss Piotr at 
Silesian organ conferences and in the contents of publications dedicated to organ building. But 
first of all, Piotr will be missed in the context of his priesthood and goodness. Yet, I am deeply 
convinced that he ‒ like a true angel ‒ “has decorated” the Silesian organ building with his person 
and personality. I would like to sincerely thank him for everything that has been stated above, and 
for what cannot be said in words!

Eternal singing in Your heavenly choirs give him, o Lord!

Grzegorz Poźniak�
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Witold Zaborny (1969–2020)
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From the funeral chart
Ph.D, DMA Witold Zaborny,  
Associate Professor of Academy  
of Music in Katowice

Witold Zaborny who was an outstanding organist and teacher, professor at Academy of Music 
in Katowice died on 2 April 2020. He worked in the Organ and Church Music Department at the 
Academy, being also the deputy dean of the Instrumental Department. For many years he was 
also a professor at the Music School in Katowice, as well as in the Diocesan Institute of Church 
Music in Opole for 2 years.  

He was born in 1969 in Namysłów. He attended the School of Music in Wrocław where 
he learned playing the organ with professor Klemens Kamiński. After graduation, he began 
his organ studies with Julian Gembalski at the Academy of Music in Katowice. He graduated 
from the school with distinction in 1993 and directly became professor Gembalski’s assistant,  
successively gaining qualifications in his academic career. He was constantly improving his 
playing abilities during organ music interpretation courses which included works of G. Bovet, U. 
Spang – Hanssen, H.Tachezi, W. Zerer, J. L. Perrot, and A. Isoir. He was awarded numerous prizes 
which included 3 place at the J. P. Sweelinck’s Memorial of 1 International Organ Competition 
in 1992. Within the Socrates programme he ran open courses for students of the Polytechnic, the 
School of Music, Dance and Media in Oulu (Finland).

As an organ teacher at the Academy of Music in Katowice he ran the organ class and gave 
chamber music and figured bass lessons. Most of his students have won awards or have been 
honourably mentioned at nationwide or international organ competitions. In March 2011 he 
defended his doctoral thesis and was conferred the title of Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) by the 
Academy of Music. From 2012 as a professor in the Organ and Church Music Department he was 
involved in organising organ competitions and ran masterclasses in organ music interpretation 
courses. He served on the juries of many organ competitions and auditions of music schools. 

Witold Zaborny was an extraordinary active concert organist and chamber music performer. 
He appeared in recitals and chamber music concerts at numerous festivals in Poland or other 
countries (Austria, Italy, Greece, France, Germany, Switzerland, the Czech Republic, and 
Finland). He regularly performed with the National Polish Radio Symphony Orchestra and the 
Silesian Philharmonic Orchestra. He recorded CDs and television and radio programmes. In the 
field of organ music he was an artistic director who organised several annual festivals in Upper 
Silesia and the Opole Region, including the Namyslow Summer Organ Concerts (Namysłowskie 
Letnie Koncerty Organowe).

He was an artist and pedagogue with extraordinary sensitivity and diligence; yet at the 
same time, he was a quiet and modest man who endured his suffering with patience. Despite 
a progressive disease he actively participated in artistic and teaching life. He also worked as an 
organist including accompanying a liturgy on the National Jubilee Pilgrimage in 2000 during the 
Pontifical liturgy on St. Peter Square in Rome. With his cheerful cast of mind and as well as high 
demands he endeared himself to students and gained the respect of collaborators and the music 
community.
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His achievements are permanently inscribed in the history of Silesian organ music life. The 
multitude of his graduates will promote his teaching talent and effective work through their 
activities. 

May God give him eternal happiness in Heaven and allow the memories of him stay for ever 
with us. Requiescat in pace.

Julian Gembalsk�i

Dear Witek,
You departed from us unexpectedly, filling our hearts with pain and sorrow. God took you away 

at a time when we are all distant from each other and will be unable to accompany you on your last 
journey. Nonetheless, your death, preceded by the long suffering you had been enduring patiently and 
in silence, unites us around you today. 

The prayers and thoughts of all those who loved you and with whom you were connected through 
family links and your work are directed towards you. At this moment, sadness is also shared with 
your loved ones by the musical work environment of your college where you gained your artistic and 
pedagogical formation to which you devoted thirty years of hard work. The heart of your teacher is filled 
with a special sadness today. It was with joy and pride that I was observing your development, further 
successes, and the results of your work, which brought such outstanding results. The commitment and 
effectiveness of your pedagogical work is proven by the successes of your students and graduates who 
have earned awards at various competitions, church concerts, and on stages. You co-created our organ 
environment which is united by a common concern for the level of organ music, the proper education 
of young organists, and forming healthy, friendly human relations. 

I would like to thank you for all that you contributed to our music community with your presence 
and activity. Thank you for your kindness and supporting our joint endeavours, for so many initiatives 
that allowed us to perceive our Chair as a team of people who are devoted to consistent work and 
dedicate their time and energy to the young people entrusted to us. You supported me in my work 
and I could always rely on you; therefore, I am especially grateful to you. You also shared all the 
values on which I was trying to build our academic community. Your kindness and peacefulness, 
which emanated from you in spite of the growing suffering helped all of us to harmoniously fulfil our 
pedagogical duties. We formed a team of people who are friendly to each other, being bound together 
by friendship, and your humility and good manners won the hearts of colleagues and students. 

I bid you farewell on behalf of the Chair of Organs and Church Music, its staff and students and all 
those with whom you co-created the wonderful world of organ music. 

Your departure will leave a void in our organist community; yet, we will fill it with a good 
remembrance about you and prayer. Following St. Paul’s words I can say: “You have completed your 
run, you have kept your faith, henceforth there is laid up for you a crown of righteousness” (II Tim, 
4.7-8). Witek, rest in peace, and may the Lord be your eternal reward.

Julian Gembalsk�i


