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American Association of Police Polygraphists (AAPP) is one of the two – 
next to the American Polygraph Association – great American organisations 
of specialists in the area of polygraph examinations. Its main aims include the 
development of cooperation among all American law enforcement organiza-
tions in the application and utilization of accepted polygraph techniques, 
development of highest standard of proficiency and promotion of highest 
standard of ethics, integrity, honour and conduct in the polygraph profes-
sion. One of the forms of activity of AAPP is the organisation of annual semi-
nars; the 2008 seminar was held in Jacksonville, Fl.
The agenda was divided in two main sections. The first section was strictly 
connected with polygraph examinations, while the second one was devoted 
to the development of know-how and skills which are useful to polygraphists, 
although not directly necessary for the examinations themselves.
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In the first section, the concept of two-tier polygraph examination certainly mer-
its discussion; its key assumptions are outlined below. The starting point is the 
division of tests into diagnostic tests and screening tests. Diagnostic tests con-
cern a specific event: the relevant questions focus on this very event, the number 
of suspects is relatively low, and decision accuracy in these tests is approximately 
90%. Screening tests concern events yet undiscovered, the questions cover vari-
ous aspects and various behaviour of the subject over a long period. Decision 
accuracy in screening tests is lower than in diagnostic tests.
The concept of the two-tier test requires that the procedure commences with 
screening tests. On subjects assessed as NDI (no deception indicated) no 
further tests are conducted, but since the screening tests are analysed using 
a method which minimises false negative errors, the NDI result is achieved 
only with respect to approximately 70% of subjects who are indeed truthful. 
These persons are “allowed through the net”, but the institution at whose 
requests the examinations are conducted must be warned that no decisions 
should be made with regard to these persons without additional information. 
Generally speaking, after the screening tests no DI (deception indicated) as-
sessments are employed, but rather a dichotomy NDI/non-NDI. Diagnostic 
tests are only employed in the second stage and only then, if the interpreta-
tion suggests such a result, a DI assessment may be pronounced; in other cas-
es the examination result is deemed to be IC (inconclusive). This procedure 
is recommended as good practice. Utah ZTC is recommended as the best 
diagnostic test by far (and the only one allowed for evidentiary purposes). 
Also allowed, but only of investigative purposes, are the CIT, Federal ZCT, 
Reid’s and RIT tests. It is worth noting that, while previously for all polygraph 
examinations 20% of IC results was considered the norm, the two-tier system 
of testing significantly lowers this number.
In terms of interpretation of the diagnostic tests, there has been a modifica-
tion in recommendation with reference to the most popular seven-position 
numerical scale as far as assessment of GSR responses is concerned. Tradi-
tionally, the recommendation had been: where the proportion of intensity of 
responses is 2:1 between the relevant and comparison question or vice versa, 
the assessment was +/-1 (i.e. 2:1 = +/-1), in cases of a 3:1 proportion = +/-2, 
and 4:1 = +/-3. Currently, the recommendation is as follows: 1.25:1 = +/-1; 
2:1 = +/-2; 3:1 = +/-3. This naturally results in no increase in decision accura-
cy, but changes the proportion of false negative/false positive errors, which is 
of fundamental importance for the two-tier procedure (as mentioned above, 
this is with regard to minimisation of false negative errors in the first stage 
of examinations).
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The second important issue raised at the seminar was quality control in poly-
graph examination. The control covers all elements of the examination, and 
each polygraphist must take into account the possibility of a detailed control 
of each examination that he/she has conducted.
According to Elmer Criswell, AAPP–QC Director, the key principle of qual-
ity assurance is: The PDD examiner has excluded all factors other than lying 
as the cause of the physiological or deceptive responses. This is the driving 
principle of control. The chief elements that may be controlled, to mention 
only a few, include: the pre-test worksheet, consent form, Reid interview, 
used techniques, question sheet, questions reviewing with subject, test data, 
electronic disc (with charts and audio/video records), scoring (with rules fol-
lowed), etc. A certain novelty is the necessity to conduct a Reid interview (not 
to be confused with the Reid technique) during the pre-test interview.
Issues of post-test interview were almost entirely missing from the semi-
nar. However, the participants were informed that the Defence Academy for 
Credibility Assessment (former DoDPI) has contracted a consulting com-
pany (EASI Consult) to determine the optimal approach for conducting post-
polygraph interrogation.
Presentations not directly related to polygraph testing covered interrogation 
methods, sexually motivated crimes and, last but not least, criminal profiling, 
which was of particular interest and value.
Producers of polygraph equipment had an opportunity for presentation too. 
Axciton, Lafayette and Stoelting were all present. Computerised equipment 
was mainly advertised. Lafayette displayed its model LX5000, promoted as 
the world’s first wireless polygraph.
Overall, the seminar was held in good atmosphere, where discussion was to 
the point and presentations businesslike and factual. The location – Hyatt 
Regency – certainly contributed to the comfortable atmosphere, as did the 
majestic views over the nearby St. Johns River.


