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Abs tract

The con tri bu tion represents a fragment of an intended Lexicon of gram ma ti cal-
 se man tic features. It presents only very general pro per ties as com po nents of gram ma -
ti cal ca te go ries and the results of their presence or non- pre sence for category value in -
ter pre ta tion and for (in)com pa ti bi li ty of language means. Gram ma ti cal features of
a lexical unit can be described with the help of the tagset, i.e., ana ly ti cal mor pho lo gi -
cal label. Similarly, it is possible to describe a complete grammeme on the principle of 
fractals, including inner structure of each gram ma ti cal category and their values with
the help of sets of gram ma ti cal- se man tic pro per ties. Gram ma ti cal- se man tic pro per -
ties bound on lexical forms are not isolated from lexi cal- se man tic features: the first
can be con si de red as a result of gram ma ti ca li za tion of the latter. From the chosen
point of view, the cons truc tion of grammar from a semantic basis seems to be as
a mul ti- le vel phe no me non to such a level in which gram ma ti cal- se man tic pro per ties
are based on si mi la ri ty and contrast in the area of lexi cal- se man tic pro per ties.

1. In tro duc tion

Func tions of par ticu lar val ues of gram mati cal cate go ries (i.e., sin -
gu lar), per ceived as a field of their scope (analogi cally, to lexi cal se -

man tics as ex ten sion of the mean ing), are not con stant. They change
de pend ing on the pres ence of other par tial grammatical- semantic
prop er ties, de pend ing on the lexical- semantic (semic) struc ture of the
unit, on which they are bound, and de pend ing on the wide sur round -
ings in the sys tem di men sions (langue) and its re ali za tion (pa role)
with re spect to the ver ti cal of lexi cal and gram mati cal para dig mat ics
and to the hori zon tal of their syn tag mat ics.  

In this way it is for ex am ple pos si ble to de scribe vari abil ity of val ues
of gram mati cal number of nouns (gram meme of sin gu lar), grades of
ad jec tives (gram meme of com para tive) and tense of verbs (gram -
meme of pres ent tense) as dy nam ics of se man tic prop er ties cre at ing its 
in ner struc ture.  

By con cen tra tion of at ten tion on the low est com po nents of gram -
mati cal mean ings,  “com mon type of gram mars framed and con structed 
in the di rec tion from the se man tic fo cus (theme)” (Kořenský 1978) is
not touched, how ever, it is fur ther sup ported from this per spec tive,
there fore “such cur rent mod els [of gram mar], which as the only topic
– or, one of two ba sic equal top ics – state a set of se man tic ob jects, ex -
plor ing the ways how the lan guage (lan guages) match em piri cally
found forms of ex pres sions via gram mati cal cate go ries” (Kořenský
1978).

This is the ex act aim which par tially fol lows a suc cess ful Dic tion -
ary of af fixes used in Czech lan guage (GAČR 2013–2016) and its
theo reti cal tools – which found its use dur ing its crea tion. I take into
ac count authors who an nounce the need of for ma tion of the lexi con of
gram mati cal prop er ties (Karlík, con tinu ously) and their works –
which work with gram me mes/ gra mathemes (i.e. “gra matheme of po -
lite ness: value of gra matheme – Já dnes nepřijdu [po lite ness=ba -
sic]”;2 “The iso la tion fea ture al lows the pos si bil ity of us ing de mon -
stra tive pro nouns ten, ta, to in front of a su per la tive.; It is pos si ble to

3 4

2 Gramatém zdvořilosti. In: Anotace na tektogramatické rovině Pražského závis- 
lostního korpusu. Accessible at https://ufal.mff.cuni.cz/pdt2.0/doc/manuals/cz/t-layer/ 
html/ch0 4s05s 04.html.

DOI: 10.14746/bo.2023.1.1

1 The pre pa ra tion of this ar ti cle was fi nanced wi thin the sta tu to ry ac ti vi ty of the
Czech Lan guage Ins ti tu te of the Czech Aca demy of Scien ces (RVO No. 68378092).
The work des cri bed he rein has al so been using tools and da ta pro vi ded by the
LINDAT/CLARIAH-CZ Re search In fra struc ture (https://lin dat.cz), sup por ted by
the Mi nis try of Edu ca tion, Youth and Sports of the Czech Re pu blic (Pro ject No.
LM2018101).



grade ad jec tives with [+pos si bil ity to grade] fea ture based on tra di -
tional analy sis.” (Karlík 2017) Com plex gram mati cal mean ings (for
ex am ple gram meme of number), “de fined with the help of gram mati -
cal fea tures as [Plu ral] or [Ani macy]” are usu ally called gram me mes
(Zik ová, M. (2017). “Value of gram mati cal cate gory” (gram meme in
ab strac tion) is used for a level of [da tive] and [fu ture] type in a pro -
posed con cept. Gramm, or, grammatical- semantic prop erty as an ele -
men tary com po nent of this value – which is im pos si ble to di vide any
fur ther – is a con clu sion of analy sis of a com plete gram meme. The fol -
low ing pair of terms gram meme – gramm is analogi cal with an other
pair se meme – seme (lexical- semantic fea ture). 

With re spect to the lim ited ex tent of the text, a com plete de scrip -
tion of [dis con ti nu ity] grammatical- semantic prop erty in gram matic
number of nouns and its par tial util iz ing for cate gory of gen der and
cate gory of ani macy (mas cu line ani mate with analogi cal pro jec tion of
utili za tion to femi nine, neu ter, and also mas cu line in ani mate) is pro -
posed. Our ex am ple of util iz ing this fea ture on the grade of ad jec tives
and as pect of verbs is il lus tra tive. 

2. Dis con ti nui ty in gram me mes of nouns

Dis con ti nu ity (from Latin dis- continuus) as an op po site to con ti nu -
ity rep re sents dis creet ness, in co her ence (in ter rupted co her ence), dis -
con nec tion, dis joint ed ness, non- continuity. Dis con ti nu ity is a marked
value (con ti nu ity is de fault, it is a pre- condition of dis con ti nu ity,
rather than the other way round) in the con ti nu ity:dis con ti nu ity pair.
The fea ture can show val ues: pres ence, non- presence, pres ence or
non- presence, i.e. +[dis con ti nu ity], -[dis con ti nu ity], ±[dis con ti nu ity].

2.1. Dis con ti nui ty in gram ma ti cal num ber of nouns

A) Pres ence of [dis con ti nu ity] fea ture in se man tic struc ture of sin -
gu lar forms of nouns mani fests it self in the fol low ing

Aa) pre- condition of ex press ing a quan tity of one or zero amount
(‘not even one’) in po ten tial quan tity ar ith meti cally (‘a, one/no piece
from more pieces’) – and si mul ta ne ously there must be pres ence of
[ma te ri al ity] fea ture: (je den) ořech, (jedna) bu dova, (žádné) město
‘(a/one) nut, (a/one) build ing, (no) town’.

Pres ence of the fea ture is a con di tion for lin ear com pati bil ity of
noun with car di nal, or di nal, defi nite and in defi nite nu mer als. Nouns
with this con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures come to
light as count able.

Za jednu por ci lze po važovat: je den malý banán, jedno ja blko. 
‘One por tion can be con si de red: a/one small ba na na, a/one ap ple, a/one corn cob.’ 

Ab) pre- condition of ex press ing a quan tity of one or zero amount
in po ten tial quan tity in the mean ing ‘a/one/no kind from more pos si -
ble kinds’ – and si mul ta ne ously there must be pres ence of [ab stract]
fea ture: (jedno) hle disko, (jedna) svo boda, (žádný) roz měr ‘(a/one)
point, (one) free dom, (no) size’.

Pres ence of the fea ture is a con di tion for lin ear com pati bil ity of
a noun with car di nal, or di nal, defi nite and in defi nite nu mer als. Nouns
with this con figu ra tion of grammar- semantic fea tures come to light as
ab stract nouns.

Měl je den velký dar. Uměl vytvořit hezké prostředí a byl mi opo rou. 
‘He had a great gift.  He could crea te a nice set ting and he was sup por tive of me.’ 

Ac) pre- condition of ex press ing a quan tity of one or zero amount in 
po ten tial quan tity in the mean ing ‘one/no set from more pos si ble sets’
– and si mul ta ne ously there must be pres ence of [ma te ri al ity], [com -
plex ity] or [sum mary] fea tures: (jedno) stádo, (jedna) du bina, (žádné)
sou soší ‘(a/one) herd, (a/one) oak wood, (no) sculp tural group’.

Pres ence of the fea ture is a con di tion for lin ear com pati bil ity of
a noun with car di nal, or di nal, defi nite and in defi nite nu mer als. Nouns
with this con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures are seen as
col lec tive nouns.

Nikde ani sto py živo ta, ani pouštní křo vis ko. 
‘Th ere is no trace of life, no de sert shrub be ry.’ 
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 Ad) pre- condition of ex press ing a quan tity of one in pos si ble
quan tity in the mean ing ‘one unique ob ject among other unique ob -
jects’ – and si mul ta ne ously there must be [origi nal ity] fea ture and am -
biva lent non- presence of [ma te ri al ity]/[ab stract] and [com plex ity]
fea tures: Jiří, Or lice, Sat urn ‘George, the Or lice, Sat urn’. 

The pres ence of the fea ture is a con di tion of pos si ble lin ear com -
pati bil ity with car di nal, or di nal, defi nite and in defi nite nu mer als, or,
with the soli tary ex pres sion jediný ‘the only’. Nouns with this con -
figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures come to light as proper
nouns.

Na Den Země se bude konat v přírodní památce Plachta tradiční úklidová akce.
‘A traditional cleaning event will take place in an open-air museum Plachta on
Earth Day.’

B) Am biva lent pres ence or non- presence of [dis con ti nu ity] fea -
ture is mani fested in the de pend ency of in ter pre ta tion in the se man tic
struc ture of sin gu lar forms of nouns in the fol low ing

Baa) pre- condition of ex press ing ge neric non- quantity, i.e. ‘the
whole hy po theti cal (ab stract, empty) class of phe nom ena in clud ing
any of pos si ble words’: savec / jeh ličnan (obecně), en er gie (obecně)
‘a mam mal / a coni fer (gen er ally), en ergy (gen er ally)’. 

Non- presence of the fea ture ex cludes com pati bil ity with the nu -
mer als, re spec tively quan ti fi ca tion gen er ally.

Bab) pre- condition of to tal dis tri bu tion of the at trib ute in the quan -
tity cate gory, i.e. ‘each mem ber of the class of phe nom ena in any of
pos si ble words’: (kterýk oli myslitelný) savec / jeh ličnan, (jakák oli
myslitelná) en er gie ‘(any think able) mam mal / coni fer, (any think -
able) en ergy’.

The pres ence of the fea ture ex cludes com pati bil ity with nu mer als,
i.e. it en ables com pati bil ity solely with sin gu lar ex pres sions which
make in di vid ual quan tity to tal (každý, všechen) ‘each, all’. Nouns
with this con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic prop er ties mani fest
them selves as ge neric sin gu lar nouns.

In both cases the [ge neric] fea ture is pres ent at the same time: 

Bažant je hra bavý pták. 
‘A phea sant be longs to gal li for mes.’

C) In the se man tic struc ture of sin gu lar forms of nouns, non-
 presence of the [dis con ti nu ity] fea ture mani fests it self in the fol low -
ing 

Ca) im pos si bil ity to ex press quan tity ar ith meti cally and at the
same time there is a pre- condition of ex press ing quan tity not ar ith -
meti cally, i.e. ,how much’ – and there must be [ma te ri al ity] fea ture
pres ent si mul ta ne ously: voda / (málo, tro cha, kapka) vody, tráva /
(mnoho, nůše) trávy, kámen / (kupa, tuna) kamene ‘w ater/ (lit tle, a lit -
tle, a drop of), grass (a lot of, a bas ket of), stone (heap of, ton of)’.

Non- presence of the fea ture is a con di tion of us ing a noun in par ti -
tive geni tive – (tro chu) vody ‘a lit tle bit of wa ter’, lin ear com pati bil ity
of a noun with in defi nite nu mer als and quan ti fi ers of other than nu -
meri cal ori gin. It ex cludes com pati bil ity with car di nal defi nite nu mer -
als. Pos si ble com pati bil ity with or di nal num bers shows pres ence of
[batch], [cy cle], and [class] fea ture (první sníh, druhé seno ‘the first
snow, the sec ond hay’). Nouns with this con figu ra tion of gram mati-
cal- semantic fea tures mani fest them selves as ma te rial nouns.

Pole je leh ké, samý písek. 
‘Field is ve ry light, just sand.’

D) In se man tic struc ture of plu ral forms of nouns, pres ence of
[dis con ti nu ity] fea ture mani fests it self in the fol low ing  

Da) pre- condition of ex press ing quan tity (or, zero) ar ith meti cally
(‘more/zero pieces’) – [ma te ri al ity] fea ture must be pres ent at the
same time: (tři) ořechy, (pět) bu dov, (mnoho) měst ‘(three) nuts, (five)
build ings, (many) towns’.

Pres ence of the fea ture is a con di tion for lin ear com pati bil ity of
a noun with car di nal, or di nal nu mer als, defi nite and in defi nite nu mer -
als. Nouns with this con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures
come to light as so- called count able nouns.

Za jednu por ci lze po važovat: šest ja hod, dvě švestky. 
‘A/one por tion can be con si de red: six straw ber ries, two plums.’
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Db) pre- condition of ex press ing a quan tity of one, zero amount,
quan tity (or, zero) ar ith meti cally (‘a, one/no piece or more/zero
pieces’) – [ma te ri al ity] and [com plex ity] fea ture must be pres ent at the 
same time: (troje) kal hoty, (pa tery) nůžky, ‘(three pairs of) trou sers,
(five pairs of) scis sors’. 

This con figu ra tion of fea tures ex cludes lin ear com pati bil ity of
a noun with car di nal nu mer als, (ex cept for words like bota, sirka
‘shoe, match’, (Pan evová, Ševčík ová 2011)) it is a con di tion of com -
pati bil ity with nu mer als an swer ing the ques tion: how many pairs and
ge neric nu mer als in the mean ing of car di nal nu mer als. Such nouns
mani fest them selves as plu ra lia or names of pairs and sets.

Potře bu je dvo je brýle. 
‘He needs two pairs of glas ses.’  

Dc) pre- condition of ex press ing arith metic quan tity/zero amount
in the mean ing ‘more/zero kinds’ – at the same time the pres ence of
[ab stract] fea ture is nec es sary: (dvě) hle diska, (různé) svo body, (velké) 
roz měry ‘(two) points, (dif fer ent) free doms, (big) sizes’.

Pres ence of this fea ture is a con di tion of lin ear com pati bil ity of
a noun with car di nal, or di nal, defi nite and in defi nite nu mer als. Nouns
with this con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures mani fest
them selves as ab stracts.

Mys ti fi ka ce pra cu je s op ti ka mi měnícími význam událostí. 
‘My st if ic ation works with op tics chan ging the mea ning of events.’ 

Dd) pre- condition of ex press ing quan ti ta tive mul ti plic ity/zero in
the mean ing ‘more/zero con cre tized pro jec tions of ab stract cate gory’
– at the same time the pres ence of [con crete ness] fea ture and am biva -
lent re sid ual [ab stract] fea ture are nec es sary: (dvě naše) ra do sti ,děti’,
(všechny spoko jené) tur nusy ,rek re anti’, ‘(the two of our) loves = chil -
dren, (all sat is fied) bus loads’.

The pres ence of the fea ture is a con di tion of com pati bil ity of
a noun with car di nal, or di nal, defi nite and in defi nite nu mer als. Nouns
with this con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures mani fest
them selves as con cre tized ab stracts.

V Africe byly jen čtyři de mokra cie. 
‘Th ere we re only four de mo cra cies in Afri ca.’ 

De) as sump tion of ex press ing arith metic quan tity in the mean ing
‘more/zero sets’ – at the same time there must be [ma te ri al ity] and
[com plex ity] fea tures: (obě) stáda, (všechny) dubiny, (nula) družstev
‘(both the) herds, (all the) oak woods, (zero) teams’. 

The pres ence of the fea ture is a con di tion for lin ear com pati bil ity
with car di nal nu mer als – both defi nite and in defi nite. Nouns with this
con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures mani fest them selves
as mass nouns.

Cho va te li zůs ta la jen tři včel stva. 
‘Only three hi ves left out to the bree der.’ 

Df) as sump tion of ex press ing quan ti ta tive mul ti plic ity with the
mean ing ‘more ob jects with the same fea ture of unique ness’ – at the
same time there must be re la tiv ized pres ence of [origi nal ity] fea ture
and am biva lent (non)pres ence of [ma te ri al ity]/[ab stract], or [com -
plex ity], [sum mary] fea ture: (vši chni) Ev ro pané, Petrové (mají
svátek), (sto) Fi atů Punto ‘(all) Euro pe ans, Pe ters (have their name
days), (one hun dred) Fiat Pun tos’. 

Pres ence of this fea ture is a con di tion of pos si ble lin ear com pati bil -
ity with car di nal nu mer als, both defi nite and in defi nite. Nouns with
this con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic prop er ties mani fest them -
selves as proper nouns, chre ma to nyms with ape la tivi za tion po ten tial.

Ty rozumíš trhu líp než všichni ti Ar mé ni a Syřa ni. 
‘You un der stand the mar ket bet ter than all the se Ar me nians and Sy rians.’

Dg) pre- condition of ex press ing quan tity with the mean ing ‘more
seem ingly unique ob jects’ – at the same time there must be re la tiv ized
pres ence of [origi nal ity] fea ture and  am biva lent pres ence or non-
 presence of [ma te ri al ity]/[ab stract] fea ture or [sum mary] fea ture: (vši -
chni ti) Klau sové ‘(all these) Klauses’. 

Pres ence of the fea ture is a con di tion of pos si ble lin ear com pati bil -
ity of a noun with car di nal nu mer als, usu ally in defi nite. Nouns with
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this con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures mani fest them -
selves as proper nouns with im plicit ape la tivi za tion po ten tial and de -
pre cia tive speci fic ity (jidášové ,Ju dases’).

Tisíckrát mo hou všichni ti Cha loup ko vé, Váňo vé, Geh mo vé přesvědčo vat, že své
koně mi lu jí. 
‘All the se Cha loup kas, Váňas, Gehms can per suade you a thou sand ti mes they
love all their hor ses.’ 

E) In se man tic struc ture of plu ral forms of nouns, am biva lent
pres ence or non- presence of [dis con ti nu ity] fea ture mani fests it self
in de pend ence of its in ter pre ta tion in the fol low ing 

Eaa) pre- condition of ex press ing ge neric non- quantity, i.e. ‘all hy -
po thetic (ab stract, empty) class of phe nom ena in clud ing any of pos si -
ble words’: savci / jeh ličnany (obecně), (obecně všechny) en er gie
‘ma mmals / coni fers (gen er ally), (gen er ally all) en er gies’. 

Non- presence of the fea ture ex cludes com pati bil ity with nu mer als, 
or, quan ti fi ca tion gen er ally.

Eab) pre- condition of to tal dis tri bu tion of the at trib ute in cate gory
quan tity, i.e. ‘each mem ber from the class of phe nom ena in any pos si -
ble worlds’: (kterýk oli myslitelný) savec / jeh ličnan, (jakák oli
myslitelná) en er gie ‘(any think able) mam mal / coni fer, (any think -
able) en ergy’.

Pres ence of this fea ture ex cludes com pati bil ity with nu mer als, or,
it en ables com pati bil ity ex clu sively with sin gu lar ex pres sions mak ing
in di vid ual quan tity to tal (každý, všechen ‘every, all’). Nouns with this
con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures mani fest them selves
as ge neric plu ra lia – in both cases there must be [ge neric] fea ture pres -
ent si mul ta ne ously: 

Ptáci jsou významným in dikáto rem zdra vé ho prostředí. 
‘Birds are a si gni fi cant in di ca tor of a heal thy en vi ronment.’

F) In se man tic struc ture of plu ral forms of nouns, non- presence
of [dis con ti nu ity] fea ture mani fests it self in the fol low ing 

Fa) im pos si bil ity of ex press ing quan tity ar ith meti cally – at the
same time there is an [ab stract] fea ture pres ent: spal ničky, tropy,
způsoby ‘me asles, tropi cals, man ners’. 

Nouns with this con fi gu ra tion of gram ma ti cal- se man tic fea tu res ma ni fest them -
sel ves as plu ra lia.
V le to pi sech se pokračo va lo dvě sto letí. 
‘The an nals we re con ti nued two cen tu ries.’

Fb) im pos si bil ity of ex press ing quan tity ar ith meti cally – at the
same time there is [ma te ri al ity] fea ture pres ent: mlhy, vody, sněhy
‘*fog[s], *wa ter[s], *snow[s]’. 

Nouns with this con figu ra tion of grammatical- semantic fea tures
mani fest them selves as ma te rial nouns with at trib ute of un usual
amount, ex pressed as strati fi ca tion of the ma te rial.

Mlhy se rozestoupily a my jsme spatřili břeh. 
‘[A lot of] heavy *fog[s] cleared and we saw the bench.’

Feature

       /

Category

[Dis-
continu

ity]
[mate-
riality]

[Ab-
strac-
tness]

[comp
lexity]

[uniqu
eness] Type of nouns Para. 

Singular
of nouns

+ + - - -
Countable concrete
nouns (jeden) ořech

‘(one) nut’
Aa

+ - + - -
Abstract nouns
expressing sorts
(jedno) hledisko

‘(one) point’
Ab

+ + - + -
Collective nouns

(jedno) stádo ‘(one)
herd’

Ac

+ ± ± ± +
Proper nouns 

Praha ‘Prague’
Ad

± ± ± ± ± Generic singularia
hvězda ‘star’ Baa Bab

- + - - - Material nouns
voda ‘water’ Ca
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Plural of
nouns

+ + - - -
Countable concrete
nouns (pět) ořechů

‘five nuts’
Da

+ ± ± + ± Pluralia tantum 
kalhoty ‘trousers’ Db

+ - + - -
Abstract nouns
expressing sorts

(více) hledisek ‘more
points’ 

Dc

+ + - - -
Concretized abstract

nouns (radosti)
‘loves’ 

Dd

+ + - + - Collective nouns (tři) 
stáda ‘herds.’ De

+ ± ± ± +
Proper nouns

Evropané

‘Europeans’
Df

+ ± ± ± -
Depreciative proper

nouns různí Klausové 
‘different Klauses’

Df

± ± ± ± ± Generic pluralia
savci ‘mammals’

Eaa

Eab

- ± ± + ± Pluralia spalničky
‘measles’ Fa

- ± ± + -
Material nouns 

mlhy ‘[A lot of]
*fog[s]‘

Fb

Tab. 1. Distribution of grammatical-semantic features in grammatical number 
of nouns

2.2. Dis con ti nui ty in gram ma ti cal gen der (and ani macy) of nouns

A) In se man tic struc ture of mas cu line ani mate nouns, the pre-
sence of [dis con ti nu ity] mani fests it self as ex clud ing ani mal a non-
 masculine at trib ute and also in the fol low ing

Aa) pre- condition of ex press ing be long ing to mas cu line/male gen -
der with the mean ing ‘male ani mal’: čtenář (muž), pes (sa mec),
čmelák (sa mec) ‘male reader, male dog, bumble- bee (male)’ (nouns
which do not con tain the in for ma tion about the gen der in its semic
struc ture of the lex eme: hře bec ‘stal lion’).

Pres ence of this at trib ute lim its di rect lin ear com pati bil ity with
lexe mes with lexical- semantic [femin ity] / [adult femin ity] fea ture
(*ko jící pes ‘breas tfee ding dog’). It also en ables com pati bil ity of
a noun with lexe mes with lexical- semantic [mas cu lin ity] / [adult mas -
cu lin ity] fea ture (var lata psa, pes alfa- samec ‘te st icles of a dog, the al -
pha male dog’) at the same time. 

Ja ko sa mec může být pes pro najímán os tatním cho va telům. 
‘A male dog as a male can be ren ted to other bree ders.’ 

B) In se man tic struc ture of mas cu line ani mate nouns, non-
 presence of [dis con ti nu ity] at trib ute mani fests it self as not ex clud ing
the non- masculinity and also in the fol low ing

Ba) pre- condition of ex press ing ge neric va lid ity, above- the- gender 
fea ture with the mean ing ‘a mem ber not only of male/mas cu line but
also fe male/femi nine and young non- gender group’, i.e. [ani mal
he/she/it].

Citlivější psi na pe tardy rea gu jí zkra tově. 
‘Ra ther sen si tive dogs can react in pa nic at fi re crack ers.’ 

Bb) [ani mal he] fea ture is ex pressed only for mally: dni, činitelé
‘days, agents [for mally with ,ani mal fea ture’ end ing]’.

C) Analogi cally, pres ence or non- presence of [dis con ti nu ity] fea -
ture ex presses it self in se man tic struc ture of femi nine and neu ter gen -
der. Neu ter can be un der stood with the pri or ity of lexical- semantic [in -
fan til ity] fea ture, or, [adult non- masculinity + non- femininity] fea ture
which lim its di rect lin ear com pati bil ity with lexe mes with lexical-
 semantic [adult mas cu lin ity], and [adult femi nin ity] fea ture: *štěně
háralo ‘the puppy was in heat’.

D) In mas cu line in ani mate nouns, pres ence or non- presence of
[dis con ti nu ity] fea ture does not in flu ence the in ter pre ta tion of gram -
mati cal gen der as it is fully for mal ized.
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Feature

       /

Category

[dis-
con-
tinu-
ity]

[ani-
macy]

[mascu
-linity]

[femi-
ninity]

[infan-
tility]
[non-

-fem. /
non-
-mas-
culini-

ty]

Type of nouns Para. 

Masculine

animate

+ + + - -
Naming of men /
males řidič / kůň

‘male driver /
male horse’

A

- + ± ± ±

Generic
masculine člověk,

občan, dravec
‘man, citizen,

predator’

Ba

- - - - -

Formally animate 

sčítanci, bacili
‘sumands, bacilli’ 

Bb

Feminine

+ + - + -
Naming of

women / females
kočka ‘female cat’

C

- + ± ± ±
Generic feminine

osoba, sova
‘person, owl’ 

C

- - - - -
Formal feminine 

lípa, židle ‘lime,
chair’ 

C

Neuter

+ + - - -
Naming of the

youngs dítě, kuře
‘child, chicken’

C

- + ± ± ±
Generic neuter

prase, morče ‘pig, 
guinea-pig’

C

- - - - -
formal neuter

umyvadlo
‘washbasin’ 

C

Mask.
inanim. - - - - -

formal masculine
(inanimate) dům,

smrk ‘house,
spruce’

D

Tab. 2. Distribution of grammatical-semantic properties in grammatical gender
(and animacy) of nouns

3. Dis con ti nui ty in the gram me mes of ad jec ti ves

3.1. Dis con ti nui ty in the gra des of ad jec ti ves

A) In se man tic struc ture of the posi tive of ad jec tives, pres ence of
[dis con ti nu ity] is visi ble in the fol low ing

Aa) pre- condition of their grad ing with the mean ing ‘ha ving
a higher de gree of at trib ute than a posi tive form ex presses’ – at the
same time there must be [grad ual] fea ture and am biva lent pres ence of
[iso la tion] fea ture: (in the ba sic ex tent) big, wide (with the value of
eta lon/stan dard; less than wider).  

B) In se man tic struc ture of posi tive of ad jec tives, non- presence
of [dis con ti nu ity] at trib ute mani fests it self in the fol low ing

Ba) gen eral va lid ity of a posi tive form as a cri te rium with out gra -
da tion, it is pos si ble to in clude all val ues of pos si ble grades in the
mean ing ‘ho ws oever tall’. Neu tral ity of such a posi tive form and its
open ness to all de grees of at trib ute pre dis poses it for the fol low ing
type of ques tions: ‘how much some kind of’.

Jak vy soký bu de ten strom? 
‘How high will the tree be?’

4. Dis con ti nui ty in the gram me mes of verbs

4.1. Dis con ti nui ty in a ver bal as pect

A) In se man tic struc ture of per fect of the verbs, pres ence of [dis -
con ti nu ity] fea ture mani fests it self as

Aa) ex press ing dy namic fea ture as pe riod (time line seg ment) ex -
cept for cur rent pres ence with the be gin ning and end ing with the
mean ing ‘from – to and not now’, ‘how long’ – at the same time there
must be [at elic] fea ture, or more pre cisely, no [telic] fea ture: pos edět,
přeběh nout ‘to sit for some time, to run across the street in a minute’. 

Pár dní si v kli du poležíte. 
‘You will have to stay in bed a bit lon ger.’ 
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Ab) ex press ing dy namic at trib ute as time half line in clud ing start -
ing phase of the ac tion which is not situ ated in cur rent pres ence: roze- 
p sat, vyběh nout, od letět ‘start writ ing, start run ning, take off’.

Brzo zapálíme svíčku na je ho památku. 
‘We are going to light a cand le to re mem ber him.’

Ac) ex press ing dy namic at trib ute as a time half line in clud ing the
aimed/fin ish ing phase of the ac tion, where the end of the ac tion is not
situ ated in cur rent pres ence – at the same time there must be [telic]
fea ture: dop sat, us nout, zvad nout ,fin ish writ ing, fall asleep, fade.’

Po prvním mrazu listí opadá. 
‘The lea ves fall down af ter the first frost.’

Ad) ex press ing ac tion as a point, or, mo men tary ac tion in clud ing
mini mum time pe riod: pích nout, střih nout, skočit ‘sting, cut, jump’, or 
pre- condition of such an in ter pre ta tion: pus tit (větev : vodu) ‘r elease
a branch : switch on wa ter’.

B) In se man tic struc ture of ver bal per fects, non- presence of [dis -
con ti nu ity] at trib ute mani fests it self un der as

Ba) in ter pre ta tion of ac tion at trib ute as (re sult ing) fea ture in clud -
ing po ten tially also not cur rent pres ence with the mean ing ‘long time’, 
and ‘every time’ – at the same time [re flex iv ity] must be pres ent to
block cur rent va lid ity: vejít se, naběhat se ‘get into, run many miles’. 

Načekám se po každé dlouho. 
‘I al ways have to wait ages.’ 

5. Con clu sion

The text pres ents the aim of proc ess ing a cata logue/lexi con of
gram mati cal (grammatical- semantic) fea tures (gramm). These are the
small est, fur ther not di vid able com po nents of com plex gram me mes –
val ues of gram mati cal cate go ries – as they mani fest them selves in real 
com mu ni ca tion, in clud ing their vari abil ity. Change abil ity of val ues of 
gram mati cal cate gory is given by pres ence and mu tual re la tion ships of 
gram mati cal fea tures and lexical- semantic fea tures. The aim is to de-

scribe ele men tary gram mati cal ized fea tures which can be iden ti fied in 
gram mati cal cate go ries in all parts of speech. Also phe nom ena on the
edge – as grad ing of ad jec tives and ad verbs, cate gory of gram mati cal
mood (ak tion sart), ne ga tion etc. – are stud ied for this pur pose. It in -
creases the pos si bil ity to fol low links be tween gram mati cal and
lexical- semantic prop er ties (and phe nom ena in vari ous phases of
gram mati cali za tion). The work also has a bene fi cial ef fect on cog ni -
tive lin guis tics and psy cholin guis tics, be sides its main bene fit for
stud ies of gram mati cal and lexi cal as pect of the lan guage. 
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