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The issue of collective security systems se-
ems to be gaining more and more attention
from social science researchers nowadays.
Supporters of postmodern paradigms, co-
nvinced of the growing importance of non-
-state actors in shaping international rela-
tions, attempt to redefine the category of
this concept. Nowadays, collective securi-
ty notion is not limited only to the existen-
ce of military and political alliances, inter-
governmental organizations or multi- and
bilateral conventions and pacts. Extending
the catalog of aspects of this concept to the
activities of ideological movements, trans-
national corporations and even individual
human requires the creation of a new the-
oretical framework for it. New and unpre-
cedented threats such as international ter-
rorism, cybercrime and environmental
problems are also important in this mat-
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ter. Therefore, when constructing a compre-
hensive picture of the 21st-century securi-
ty status, it is necessary to take into acco-
unt the aforementioned contemporary con-
ditions of the international system.

In a collective work edited by Beata Pi-
skorska and Agnieszka Magdalena Zare-
ba entitled System bezpieczeristwa zbio-
rowego w XXI wieku [Collective Security
System in the 21st Century] a difficult task
was undertaken to present the problem in
a multifaceted manner. With the exception
of two subsections and the abstract, the
work is written in Polish. The book is basi-
cally a collection of articles written by va-
rious authors, which are divided into five
thematic chapters. Although the scope of
implemented research problems is very
wide, the articles are very loosely connec-
ted, even within the chapters. There is a lack
of a frames that would bind the work toge-
ther, which seems to be making the work
quite imprecise. Dispersing the authors’ at-
tention among many areas and disciplines
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(some chapters are of economic, historical
or sociological nature) does not fully cover
the topic and weakens the internal cohe-
sion of the work. Of course, this is some-
what unavoidable in the case of collecti-
ve work, however, it would be worth focu-
sing on a more precisely defined research
field, so that the subject of research is car-
ried out to the fullest extent possible. Many
of the problems and hypotheses posed are
descriptive, but often this is due to the spe-
cificity of the topic chosen, and not to the
inappropriate selection of methods and to-
ols. The bibliography is rich and varied, al-
though it would be more convenient for the
reader if the list of sources was always pla-
ced at the end of a given subsection, since
they are autonomous.

The first chapter entitled “Nowe uwa-
runkowania bezpieczenstwa miedzyna-
rodowego” [New Determinants of Inter-
national Security] is devoted to the afore-
mentioned definition of a new systemic di-
mension of the examined issue. Its subsec-
tions, however, are purely casuistic — the-
se are only four examples of events or pro-
cesses that determine the shape of the mo-
dern international system. There is there-
fore a lack of a sub-chapter in which its
holistic character would be specified. Ho-
wever, the examples given are quite diver-
se, which widens the research perspective.
This chapter discusses religious fundamen-
talism and its impact on the development
of international terrorism, the state of war-
-torn Libya, which after the fall of the Gad-
dafi regime turned into a failed state, the

ATHENAEUM
Polish Political Science Studies

vol. 64(4)/2019

issue of military security of the Scandina-
vian countries and the use of direct action
by ideological and political movements
on the example of the ecological organi-
zations. Two of the subsections are strictly
descriptive, while the other two are more
inclined towards the formation of theoreti-
cal concepts. Historical analysis in the part
of the chapter concerning Libya and Scan-
dinavia was carried out thoroughly and on
many levels, taking into account both in-
ternal and external determinants. The sub-
sections dealing with direct action and re-
ligious fanaticism have a decent theoretical
background, although they are based more
on dictionaries than on scientific papers.
However, they have a logical and coherent
theoretical grid, which greatly facilitates
the correct formulation of their own de-
finitions and capturing the essence of the
studied phenomena.

The authors of the texts included in
the second chapter, entitled “Podmioto-
wy i przedmiotowy wymiar bezpieczen-
stwa narodowego” [Subjective and Objecti-
ve Dimension of National Security], focus
only on two entities: the Federal Republic
of Germany, and the European Union. Aga-
in, this seems to be far too narrow for a re-
search, especially since the first two sub-
-chapters are limited only to the soft power
aspects in Germany’s foreign policy (the
role of the foundation in shaping the ima-
ge abroad and public diplomacy coordina-
ted by the government) and the next two to
the EU global strategy, repeating the same
issue twice. Interesting, however, is their
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analysis of four potential development di-
rections for the EU, outlined in the report
“The European Union in a Changing Glo-
bal Environment: A More Connected, Con-
tested and Complex world” that is meant
to be the basis for forming its new securi-
ty strategy. The authors, by analyzing the
EU’s political, military and economic po-
tential, and the current challenges they face,
unanimously pointed to the likelihood of
the Union taking a direction to move away
from the archetype of the “civil power” to-
wards the classic “global power” and the de-
velopment of hard instruments of influen-
ce in international relations.

The third chapter is devoted to presen-
ting selected concepts of collective securi-
ty. Interestingly, only one sub-chapter de-
als with the theoretical approach, introdu-
cing the views of Michel Foucault on the
issue of security concept under the liberal
system. The content presented in it, howe-
ver, is indirectly related to the issue of col-
lective security, as it mainly refers to poli-
tical discourse and the issue of power—ci-
tizen relations. On the other hand, the re-
maining subsections present two practical
models of regional security policy of Gre-
at Britain and Egypt. Here we are presen-
ted with a specific and multifaceted analy-
sis combined with an explanation of the hi-
storical context of the existing situation. In
addition, the authors attempted to formula-
te prognosis about potential strategies that
could be chosen by the countries they stu-
died in the near future. However, the entire
chapter lacks a presentation of concepts re-

garding the global security system. Perhaps
it would be worth considering to include
analysis on the role of the United Nations or
NATO cooperating with other Partnership
for Peace countries as stabilizing mechani-
sms and as a consultative space in comba-
ting new threats to international security.
The fourth chapter focuses on significant
problems facing global security, whose ge-
nesis is geographically limited to the post-
-Soviet zone. Due to the superpower status
of the Russian Federation and the ongo-
ing war in Ukraine, this area is of particu-
lar importance for the international secu-
rity science. Of course, for similar reasons,
as equally vital for changes in the context
of new threats, regions such as Middle East,
Maghreb or the Pacific area could also be
included in separate chapters, however,
due to the geographical proximity of Po-
land and the impact of these phenomena
on our country, the choice of only this re-
gion seems to be justified. The authors de-
voted their subsections to the issues of the
Ukrainian nuclear program in face of the
conflict with Russia, the diaspora of the ci-
tizens of the former Soviet Union and the
Ukrainian war itself, analyzed in terms of
the interests of foreign powers supporting
one of the parties to the conflict. Therefore,
they have presented a variety of challenges
for the modern international system. Whi-
le threats and challenges of economic, eco-
logical, demographic, military, political or
social nature identified by the authors do
not constitute a full catalog of challenges
related to this area, however, they point to
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many issues vital for the countries of the
region.

The last chapter, entitled “Wielowymia-
rowe aspekty bezpieczenstwa” [Multidi-
mensional Aspects of Security], is devoted
to three issues; the issue of the occupation
of Polish territories by the Third Reich pre-
sented from the point of view of internatio-
nal law, the security doctrine based on na-
tional unity of the Polish People’s Republic,
and the institutional dimension of the EU’s
financial security in the face of the euro-
-zone crisis from 2008. Again, one can no-
tice a wide thematic dispersal in the presen-
ted content, especially in the context of the
chapter title. Attention should also be paid
to some problems related to the concept of
subsections. The hypothesis according to
which during the Nazi occupation in Po-
land the provisions of the Hague Conven-
tion were violated, seems to be almost banal
and too obvious. The content of this part of
the publication is not very much related to
both the research area of the chapter and
the entire work, because it has a purely hi-
storical nature and its scientific problem is
more legal than one belonging to the field
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of security sciences. The second subsection,
on the other hand, seems to belong more to
the area dealt with under chapter three, be-
cause it is a presentation of a specific, hi-
storical concept of internal security, not its
aspect. The last part of the chapter contains
both theoretical and institutional introduc-
tion and a presentation of the practical di-
mension of the European financial security
system. It provides the reader with substan-
tial analysis accompanied by an emphasis
on the EU financial system’s weak points.

The authors of the work undertook an
extremely difficult task. Unfortunately, it
does not seem to fully solve the main rese-
arch problem, because it does not present
a comprehensive and clearly outlined vision
of the modern collective security system.
However, as a collection of thematic artic-
les, it is a valuable resource for many disci-
plines and thematic areas. It indicates some
of the main issues and problems of modern
world system as well as cover some of the
least explored areas. The work could certa-
inly be useful as a base for future, more pre-
cise research on the field of modern collec-
tive security system.



