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ABSTRACT: In this article is determined that the main factor that led to political transforma-
tions in the Arabian Peninsula was the process of globalization. Moreover, the impact on the 
countries of this region was carried out in two vectors – externally and internally. As a result of 
the active promotion of Western traditions of understanding and functioning of political systems, 
cardinal reforms and transformations in gender policy, education, socio-economic level, etc. have 
taken place in the countries of the studied region. Th e relevance of the study of the proposed 
topic is due to the fact that the Middle East, including and the Arabian Peninsula become im-
portant in Ukraine’s international relations. Although, as the practice of post-reform events 
shows, oft en these changes are only declarative rather than systemic. Th is is primarily due to the 
slow and unstable movement towards the transformation of socio-political institutions, despite 
the rather strong pressure in this context from leading international organizations and the le-
adership of key Western political states.

It is proved that reforms in the context of gender policy have become 
a signifi cant transformation of the political structure of the studied coun-
tries. Th is reform was that women began to occupy an important place in 
society, having the opportunity to hold public offi  ce, thus emphasizing its 
importance in the formation of political elites. Such transformations have 
undoubtedly aff ected not only the changing role of women in the context 
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of political life, but also the whole of society as a whole – gender equality 
and respect for women’s rights have become an integral part of the exist-
ence of each Arab country. Although it is found that today it is impossible 
to say that gender policy is implemented in the same way as in some 
leading Western countries, which is due to the presence of society and 
governments in a situation of choosing between traditional Islamic values 
and globalization challenges in this context.

INTRODUCTION

Th e relevance of the study of the proposed topic is due to the fact that 
the Middle East, including and the Arabian Peninsula become important 
in Ukraine’s international relations. Aft er all, the foreign policy activity of 
our state is quite multi-vector, so in some aspects only certain priorities 
are formed in relation to this region, especially taking into account all the 
specifi cs and peculiarities of its functioning. Th erefore, a scientifi c analy-
sis of modern political processes in the Arabian Peninsula in the context 
of globalization is appropriate for both diplomacies and for a deeper 
understanding of socio-political transformations in this region of the 
world.

Th us, the purpose of this scientifi c investigation is to determine the 
causes and main vectors of internal political reforms in the Arabian Pen-
insula.

MAIN REASONS FOR INTERNAL POLITICAL REFORMS

We can identify the following three key reasons that led to the imple-
mentation of political reforms in Arab countries:

• features of internal and foreign policy vectors;
• the specifi cs of the functioning of national elites;
• public administration system.

At the same time, one of the key reasons for political reforms is the 
phenomenon of globalization. Th is process in controversial because it has 



136 VASYL NAZARKOV 

both positive and negative sides. Th ere are fi erce discussions about the 
environmental, economic and social consequences of globalization. Cul-
tural globalization is no less controversial because it involves ordinary 
people, not just economists, bureaucrats and politicians. Phenomena of 
diff erent order make us understand the manifestations of globalization in 
the media, i.e. to assume that the globalization of social and cultural life 
becomes possible in the most developed media systems.

Globalization – an objective process, its development and mechanisms 
are determined by many actors in the world community. In this context, 
it is of considerable practical interest to defi ne the positions of the Arab 
world in the rapid process of globalization, actively moving in the XXI 
century, no matter how remote it may seem at fi rst glance.

Th e process of globalization, that the Arab world is experiencing, shows 
that East and West are moving towards each other.

Among the most important indicators of economic globalization for 
the Arab countries are the following:

• growth of foreign direct investment;
• strengthening cooperation between entrepreneurs, intensifi cation 

of business relations between Arab and Western partners;
• uneven distribution of world resources (concentration of fuel and 

energy) (Isaev V. & Filonik A., 2003, p. 115).
Th us, globalization aff ects them both internally and externally. In terms 

of interiors, globalization challenges are driving Arab countries to dynamic 
processes, which is expressed in the gradual reform of certain political 
institutions, ie their manifestation in such features as is characteristic of 
classical Western traditions, but also with the preservation of their own 
national models of the political system. Accordingly, the modernization 
of political systems in the Arabian states in such as Western countries, has 
become both a task and a problem, because it required both real and eff ec-
tive reforms in socio-political life, and taking into account their own 
worldviews.

Th erefore, we can state that the modernization of the political system 
in the states of the Arabian Peninsula is mostly declarative, situational, 
rather than systemic and thorough. Th is is primarily due to the slow and 
unstable movement towards the transformation of socio-political institu-
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tions, despite the rather strong pressure in this context from leading 
international organizations and the leadership of key Western political 
states.

However, there are three trends that have contributed to the reform of 
political systems based on close cooperation between key Western coun-
tries and the Arabian Peninsula.

• First, Western countries are increasingly understanding and seeing 
their failure to pressure and promote their own models of the 
political system in the region.

• Second, the Arabian countries themselves have a history of creating 
and developing modernization processes for their political systems. 
Although it should be noted that this is happening much more 
slowly than in the West, there is no reason to state the fact that the 
reform of political systems in the region can be called as having no 
prospects, or its anti-democratic vector of functioning.

• Th ird, although Western models of political systems are considered 
ideal, they cannot be considered exemplary or the only ones that 
are right for development and political transformation for the Arab 
states. Aft er all, there are other models such as the «Eastern type», 
ie such a vector of a transformation of the political system, which 
is aimed at combining both the principles of democracy and con-
stitutional norms and separate political culture, which is infl uenced 
by religious or regional specifi cs (Strilchuk L., 2013, p. 118).

Over the decades of global integration processes in the Arab world, 
huge diff erences in socio-economic development have not been overcome, 
and the Arab peoples remain a fragmented nation due to the persistence 
and, in some cases, even greater diff erentiation that divides Arab states 
into diametrically opposed regional niches of political and economic 
spaces.

Such diff erentiation is largely due to the fact that the Middle East today 
is a modern model of world postcolonial construction. During this period, 
for the fi rst time there was a problem of North-South relations, which in 
the late XX – early XXI century. acquired a new sound. If at fi rst this 
problem was interpreted through the prism of providing material assis-
tance to the newly formed independent states, then over time it became 
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identical to the contradictions that arose between industrialized and 
developing countries (Melkumyan E., 2018, p. 115). Th e latter include the 
countries of the Middle East.

Also the situation is complicated by the fact that today the Arab world 
can be divided into rich oil-producing countries, developed in this area 
and backward. Th us, there was formed its «golden billion», its «rich North» 
and its «poor South», which in turn gives us the problem of double con-
tradictions, both globally and regionally.

Th e political component of globalization forms for us particular inter-
est. Th ere is no single view on this issue. Th us, according to M. Kamrava, 
one of the leading Arab experts on global integration processes, at the 
moment for the Middle East does not exist from a political point of view 
such a concept as globalization (Enikeev R., 2017, p. 107). He, like many 
other researchers on the subject, insists that this term hides the violent 
Americanization and expansion of democracy.

It should also be emphasized that to promote the process of political 
integration of the Arab countries, which involves the formation of supra-
national governments (by analogy with the European Union) is problem-
atic but vital for the region, as one of the fundamental foundations of the 
emerging architecture of the modern world is gradual progress from 
national to supranational level of state, socio-political structures (Bogatyiy 
V., 2005, p. 195).

Despite diff erences of opinion on the phenomenon of globalization, 
most Arab scholars and intellectuals are concerned about «the general 
unpreparedness of most countries in the Arab world to enter on an equal 
footing into the new system of relations represented by globalization» 
(Abdulbari K., 2002, p. 13). Of particular concern is the possibility of 
losing national identity, secular and religious traditions. However, almost 
all researchers of the phenomenon of globalization in the Arab world 
emphasize the need to reform the economic and political spheres while 
preserving the national, ethnic and religious characteristics that currently 
exist in the Arab world. Th e need to consolidate the eff orts of all states in 
the region to enter the new system of international relations on an equal 
footing is noteworthy.
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IMPLEMENTATION FACTORS OF INTERNAL 
POLICIAL REFORM

If we talk about the key aspects of political reforms, we can identify the 
following modernization of political and social structures, reform of the 
education system, as well as changes in gender policy.

Accordingly, the main catalyst in the modernization of political struc-
tures in the study region were liberal movements, which covered virtually 
all countries of the Arabian Peninsula. It was they who helped to enable 
the process of implementing liberal values in politics and to convince the 
political elites of the Arabian states of the importance of these transforma-
tions. All liberal movements, in contrast to destructive movements, are 
distinguished by the fact that in their eff orts to modernize the political 
system they tried not to use destructive or confrontational means to 
cooperate with the ruling elites of a country.

Th e emphasis on education reform as an aspect of policy reforms is 
due to the fact that this area is one of the main ones that formed the basis 
of change in the Arabian Peninsula. 

In general, it should be emphasized that at the beginning of the XXI 
century. in the context of global transformations taking place in the fi eld 
of science and technology, the problem of competitiveness of scientifi c 
knowledge and education is becoming increasingly important. In today’s 
world, education is oft en perceived not only as a major social institution, 
an important element of future development and stability, but also as 
a socio-cultural value closely linked to the preservation of national iden-
tity in globalized multicultural societies. Today, knowledge is more than 
ever a real political and social force.

And it is no coincidence that experts note the close relationship 
between the socio-political system, the economy and education. Education 
is seen as a leading factor in the development of culture and economic 
growth of the country, as increasing the spiritual and intellectual potential 
of the people, economic and political stability of the state are directly 
related to the level of intellectual development, his ability and willingness 
to acquire professional knowledge.
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Current trends of intensifying globalization processes in the fi eld of 
secondary and higher education (purposeful Americanization) threaten 
the preservation of national culture, traditions and education, which are 
closely related to the problems of preserving national identity. Th at is why 
the problem of creating eff ective primary and secondary education by 
returning to the national-historical experience of pedagogical activity 
based on national traditions and priorities comes to the fore in the state 
security strategy. In the XXI century. Th e world’s political processes will 
be managed by those countries that today invest the most in the education 
system and educational technologies (Tsivatyi V., Martyniuk, V. & Tol-
kach, V., 2013, p. 86).

Th is reform is due to the fact that in these countries, educational insti-
tutions have ceased to be «closed» only in their region in particular, or in 
the Arab world in general. Th en began a very active interaction with 
various Western and Eastern research and educational institutions and 
adding signifi cant investment in strong infrastructure development of 
Arabian universities and research institutes to compete in the global 
market of educational and research services, as well as highly qualifi ed 
graduates for their countries; this is especially true of economic, govern-
ment and tourism specialties.

Changes in gender policy are also a signifi cant transformation of the 
political structure of the states in the study region. We can say that over 
the past 30 years, gender policy has changed signifi cantly in the Arabian 
Peninsula, which has manifested itself in the ability of women to vote, 
hold representative and public offi  ce, and to promote equal rights with 
men.

Th e reform was that women began to be understood and identifi ed no 
longer as an object but as a subject of political life, noting its growing 
importance in forming its own political elite. It was important that the 
Constitutions of the Arab countries enshrined gender equality, respect for 
women’s rights and ensuring their fundamental freedoms in all spheres of 
socio-political life. Accordingly, it is emphasized that the most eff ective in 
this context are the reforms carried out by the Government of the Emir-
ates, which in 2009 adopted at the state level Women’s Leadership Program, 
which provided for the creation of a separate system of various institu-
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tions, centers, educational and cultural institutions. a large number of 
vacancies for women in the emirates (Melkumyan E., 2018, p. 303).

At present, the full-fl edged reform has a future, as its eff ectiveness in 
the countries of the study region depends on the ability of the societies of 
these countries to adapt and transform in this direction in accordance 
with globalization demands, which oft en contrast with the established 
worldview and understanding of Islamic society. concepts such as equal-
ity, tolerance, individual freedom and justice. Because of this, the govern-
ments and societies of the states under study are still in a situation of 
dilemma and a balanced choice between traditional notions of the role of 
women in these societies and their Western, globalized perceptions.

However, it should be noted that such drastic reforms could not but 
aff ect the foreign policy of the Arabian Peninsula. Th us, in particular, it 
can be noted that Bahrain took an active part in the activities of the GCC 
and other Arab intergovernmental organizations, but there were confl icts 
with a number of countries in the Arabian Peninsula, namely Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia. In addition, the country has a fairly close international 
relationship with Western countries such as Britain and the United States; 
with the latter, in particular, an agreement was even signed on the location 
of a military base in Bahrain. However, before the post-bipolar period, 
Qatar’s foreign policy was characterized by active involvement in various 
political confl icts in the Middle East. However, since 1990 and to this day, 
its role as a mediator in various contradictions between the countries of 
the Arabian Peninsula has been largely observed. A special feature of its 
activities in Qatar is the active involvement of sports diplomacy.

Also, it should be noted that the specifi cs of the functioning of the 
foreign policy vector in Oman is that most of the emphasis in it was on 
the countries of the Arab-Muslim world, in particular the countries of 
Arabia. However, active cooperation is also carried out with a number of 
countries in the Far East. Th e peculiarity of Kuwait’s foreign policy is that 
in addition to the established political and economic aspect, the humani-
tarian sphere is of great importance. Internationally, the Arabian Peninsula 
is a leader in humanitarian aid to developing countries or those in diffi  cult 
political circumstances (Syria). Yemen’s foreign policy, in contrast to 
Kuwait, does not pay enough attention to humanitarian activities, but tries 
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to pursue it exclusively in peaceful, constructive forms. Th is is manifested 
both in peaceful coexistence with neighboring states on the Arabian 
Peninsula (Saudi Arabia). In turn, it has been proven that the UAE has 
declared itself a peaceful country in the context of regional relations from 
the very beginning, but confl icts with Iran have repeatedly been observed 
for controversial territory (Tsivatyi V., Martyniuk, V. & Tolkach, V., 2013, 
p. 82).

Accordingly, globalization processes, which contributed to the deepen-
ing of cooperation between the countries of the study region and key 
global political organizations in the fi nancial and economic sphere, 
became the catalyst for the fi rst to adopt and implement reforms to 
improve legislation and implement in accordance with generally accepted 
standards. As a result of the events of September 11, 2001, cooperation in 
the military-security context became particularly active. Here it has two 
vectors: on the one hand, Western countries help with weapons and secu-
rity, and on the other hand, the Arab countries allow certain countries 
(USA, UK) to deploy powerful military bases on the peninsula to prevent 
various terrorist riots and incidents. At the same time, strong cooperation 
between the Arab states and leading intergovernmental organizations in 
the humanitarian sphere has begun, especially in helping those countries 
that suff er from armed (mostly civil) confl icts, as well as due to social 
problems – unemployment, hunger and others.

CONCLUSIONS

Th us, analyzing the main causes and aspects of internal political 
reforms in the country of Arabian Peninsula, we can draw the following 
conclusions:

1) the main factor that led to political transformation in the Arabian 
Peninsula was the process of globalization. Moreover, the impact on the 
countries of this region was carried out in two vectors – externally and 
internally. As a result of the active promotion of Western traditions of 
understanding and functioning of political systems, radical reforms, and 
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transformations in gender policy, education, socio-economic level, etc. 
have taken place in the countries of the studied region.

2) internal reforms have contributed to changes in the participation of 
the Arabian Peninsula in the functioning of regional and international 
organizations. Th us, the activities (active or passive) of the leadership of 
the Arabian Peninsula largely depended on various local/global economic 
or military confl icts.
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