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Although the Gazakh region, covering the lands along the Aghstafa and Kura
rivers in north-western Azerbaijan, is one of the oldest areas inhabited by
people, the Gazakh tribe that migrated to the South Caucasus as part of the
Hunnic Tribal Union and gave its name to the region, played an important role
in shaping its ethnic landscape. Based on the available sources and research,
we can talk about at least two large flows of the Gazakh tribe to the north-
western region of Azerbaijan, which occurred in different periods. The first
stream, which took place at the beginning of our era, was probably closely
connected with the Barsils and Khazars, who were part of the Hunnic tribal
union. It is not by chance that some authors, based on ancient sources, iden-
tify the Gazakh tribe, especially the Karapapaks, one of its oldest and largest
branches, with the Barsils and Khazars?. The Armenian author Horseradish
Moses shows that the first campaigns of the Barsils to the South Caucasus
took place in 1972. Turkish historian Fahrettin Kyrzioglu claims that the Barsils,
known as ‘garapapak’, in the IlI-1V centuries made two large campaigns to the
South Caucasus, settled on the lands between Ardagan, Ganja, Tiflis and Irevan
and called these places ‘Gazakh’ by their name*. Referring to Georgian and Ar-
menian authors, . Chopin argues that the Gazakhs, who in ancient times were
called Kosogs, come from the same tribe as the Khazars®. Based on all this,
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it can be concluded that the Gazakh tribe became part of the Hunnic tribal
Union at the beginning of the early Middle Ages and as its offshoot came to
the north-western regions of Azerbaijan, which also confirms the information
of many Arab authors who tell about the events. In these data, the name of
the Gazakh tribe and the locality of its residence is already used in the form
of Kasak?® or Kasal’. Balazuri, who uses the Gazakh ethnotoponym as Kasal,
provides information about the foundation of the Arab governor Marwan ibn
Muhammad (732-744) in the 30s of the VIII century of a settlement under this
name (now the city of Gazakh) as a military camp. Academician N. Valikhanli
explains the use of the name by different authors in the form of Kasak or Kasal
by the similar spelling of the letters “k” and “I” in Arabic manuscripts®.

The analysis of the available materials shows that the next and stronger
outflow of the Gazakh tribal community to the north-western region of Azer-
baijan occurred in the XI-XII centuries. The currents during this period cov-
ered Central Asia and Gazakhstan, the northern shores of the Caspian Sea, the
lands between the Volga and Don rivers, the North Caucasus and the Crimea
in the IX-XI centuries, which was associated with migrations of different tribes
in different directions. To be more precise, during this period, the Gazakh tribe
was one of the largest branches of the Kipchak tribal union. As a result, some
authors represent this tribe as Kipchak, and others as Gazakh. It should also
be noted that at least three large flows of the Gazakh tribe to Georgia and the
north-western lands of Azerbaijan in the XI-XII centuries were closely con-
nected with the Georgian-Seljuk conflict.

Referring to Klaproth and other orientalists, Chopin gives valuable infor-
mation about the resettlement of the Gazakh tribe from Central Asia in the
X century. This information shows that the Gazakh tribe emerged from the
Amu Darya basin simultaneously with the Seljuks in the X century and, having
passed through the north of the Caspian Sea, settled in the North Caucasus.
The author, who called the Gazakhs ancient kosogs, states that the kosogs
who crossed the Volga, or the Gazakhs, as they called themselves, moved
towards the Black Sea, settled in a part of the Kuban steppe located between
the Volga and the Don, and called this land “Gazakhia” after their name’. By
the way, we note that during this period, the names of people who lived be-
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tween the territory called “Gazakhia” and Transcaucasia, or rather Georgia,
where they later migrated, are mentioned.

Georgian Tsar George Il was the first to use the help of the Gazakh tribe
in the fight against his enemies. Again, the same |. Chopin shows that “the
Gazakhs who helped the Georgian tsar George Il (1072-1089) in the wars
with his enemies moved to Georgia, the current Gazakh district, and settled
here, and from there to Turkey and the Armenian province (the “Armenian
Province” of tsarist Russia in 1828 was created on the territory of The Ire-
van and Nakhchivan khanates of Azerbaijan - J.M.) spread to his immediate
environment”°,

A large outflow of the Gazakh tribe, which Georgian sources call Kipchaks,
to the South Caucasus occurred at the beginning of the XIl century due to
the invitation of the Georgian king David IV. The Georgian king, who was not
strong enough to free himself from Seljuk dependence, married the daughter
of Atrak, the ruler of this tribe, and in 1118-1119 transferred 45,000 soldiers
and their families to his lands. Shortly after this event, many of those soldiers
returned to the banks of the Don in 1125 under the leadership of Atrak!?, or
rather to Gazakhstan, and some settled permanently in Georgia and converted
to Christianity?2. It is safe to say that Gazakhs made up at least the bulk of this
population, which the Georgian source calls Kipchaks, and they retained their
national identity by settling in Gazakh and Borchaly, who were at that time un-
der the influence of the Georgian tsars. This opinion can be justified because
the Gazakh branch of the Kipchaks lived in the area closest to Georgia in the
X century. In “Kartlis shovrebe”, David 1V's appeal to the Kipchaks for help is
justified because they are very belligerent and live nearby?3. In the mentioned
source, one can find interesting information confirming that the Kipchaks,
whom David IV called for help, were Gazakhs, albeit indirectly. It was shown
that the Alans lived between Gazakhiya and Georgia, where the Gazakhs,
a branch of the Kipchak tribe, lived. From the information in “Kartlis shovreba”,
it is clear that enmity reigned between the Alans and the Kipchaks, or rather,
the Gazakhs living in their northern neighbours, that is, in Gazakhiya. In re-
sponse to David IV’s offer to move to Georgia, the population, represented in
the source as Kipchaks, asked him to create conditions for the safe passage
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of hostile Ovians (Alans, who are called Ossetians in the source - J.M.), who
were in a state of hostility. David IV was in great need of military assistance
from the people called Kipchaks in the source, but Gazakhs, a branch of the
Kipchaks, went to the recipient lands and “took money from both sides - from
Oats and Kipchaks and easily reconciled both peoples”*4.

The etymological meaning of the name of the Gazakh tribe is also of great
interest. Researcher K. Mammadov claims that this name came from the
phrase “Gordman” in Pahlavi, which means “house of wolves”?*. But this name
is also based on opinions indicating that the Kipchak-Gazakh tribe used a spe-
cial order of battle during the wars. It is known that the basis of the armed
forces of this tribe was cavalry, armed with bows, swords, spears and other
light weapons. In their wars against their enemies, they avoided open battles
and preferred the tactics of surrounding them with a quick and sudden attack
and cutting off communication with reserve forces'é. Such a battle order was
called kossak/kasmak. In our opinion, it is more reasonable to think that the
Gazakh tribe, which gained a reputation for wariness, took its name from the
kossak/kasmak tactics used during the battle. By the way, let us note that Uzun
Hasan, who headed the Aghgoyunlu state of Azerbaijan in the XV century, also
widely used this battle tactic in the wars against his enemies'’.

The subsequent history of the territory inhabited by the Gazakh tribe was
closely connected with Azerbaijan statehood. At different times, this terri-
tory was part of the Atabays, Hulakus, Garagoyunlu, Aggoyunlu, Safavid and
Afshar states of Azerbaijan. The name of the Gazakh tribe and its leaders is
mentioned more often in connection with Azerbaijan’s military and political
events starting from the Safavid era. This tribe played an important role in
the social and political life of the Safavid state, like the Shamli, Rumlu, Ustajli,
Zulgadar, Gajar, Baharli and other Gizilbash tribes. It is clear from the informa-
tion in the source “Tazkirat al-muluk” compiled at the beginning of the XVIII
century that the territory ruled by the Gazakh or Gazakhli tribe had the status
of a district under the name of Akhistabad within the Karabakh Beylerbey of
the Safavid state?®.
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Information about the administrative structure and some aspects of the po-
litical life of Akhistabad district can be found in detailed notebooks compiled by
Turkish officials during the Ottoman occupations of the late XVI and early XVIII
centuries. From this information, it is clear that at the end of the XVI century, the
Akhistabad district, called Sanjag by the Ottomans, was divided into 5 districts
named Kuzey, Gliney, Akhistabad, Nagorno Ince and Ince®. Interestingly, in the
“Detailed Book of Thilisi Province” compiled in 1728, that territorial unit is not
called Akhistabad, but Gazakh Sanjak. Sanjak included 4 districts - Inja, Juvar,
Akhistabad and Turk districts. A total of 230 settlements and 1484 taxpayers
were registered in Sanjak?. If we consider that every taxpayer is the head of
a family and that an average of 5 people live in each family, it can be determined
that in 1728, more than 6,000 people lived in the Gazakh sanjak.

The analysis of the available materials shows that the Gazakh sanjak, cre-
ated during the Ottoman occupation, did not cover the entire area of Akhis-
tabad district during the Safavid period. It is known that after the Ottoman
army captured Tiflis in 1723, it entered Akhistabad district ruled by Mirali Bey,
the head of the Gazakh tribe. Not only did Mirali bey not resist the Ottoman
army, but on the contrary, he managed to maintain his power by supplying
it with food. After that, the Ottoman army tried to capture Ganja by passing
through Gazakh territory in the autumn of that year, but failed and was forced
to retreat to Tiflis?%. It seems that during the military operations of 1723, the
Ottomans took control of the part of Akhistabad district starting from the
border of Georgia along the Kura River to the place where the Agstafa River
flows into it. After the defeat of Ganja, they created the Gazakh sanjak, which
covered that area, and added it to the Thilisi province. It can be assumed that
the Ottomans captured the remaining part of Akhistabad district, especially
the settlements located along the upper reaches of the Aghstafa river, during
the military operations of 1725 and included them in the Esrik and Garagaya
districts. This opinion is also confirmed by including the names of many settle-
ments (Goyerchin, Polad, Chaikend, Uzuntala) located along the upper course
of the Agstafa River in the “Detailed notebook of the Ganja-Karabagh Prov-
ince” compiled in 1727%.
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After the successful wars led by Nadir Khan Afshar, the Gazakh region,
like all Azerbaijani lands under Ottoman occupation, was liberated and again
joined the composition of the Karabakh Beylerbey, ruled by the Ziyadoglus.
However, this situation did not last long. At the Mugan congress held in 1736,
Ziyadoglu’s protest against the election of Nadir as king resulted in the ex-
clusion of Gazakh, Shamshaddil and Borchali from the Karabakh principality.
Mirza Adigozal Bey wrote that to weaken the Ziyadoglus, who refused to rec-
ognise him as a ruler, Nadir Shah “subjected the Gazakh and Borchali provinces
to the Georgian emirs and the ruling of the high-rise governor together with
their khans"?3,

Starting from the second half of the XVIII century, Gazakh district became
a sultanate, and its judges began to bear the title of sultan. At the end of the
century, the Kartli-Kakheti tsar Irakli Il united Gazakh and Shamshaddil into
a single sutan to facilitate the administration of the newly conquered territo-
ries. However, the people of the sultanate did not want to live under the rule
of the Georgian tsars, and they left their places of residence en masse and
moved to the territory of the Ganja and Karabakh khanates. According to the
information provided by the Russian historian N.F. Dubrovin, at the end of the
XVIII century, 1,500 families left the Gazakh Sultanate, and 3,200 families left
the Shamshaddil Sultanate?*. These families, who moved to a new place, cre-
ated new settlements with the names of their previous villages in their settled
areas. It can be assumed that Yegerchi Gazakhs, Red Gazakhs, Gazakh Elchi-
lar, Gazakhli, Javanshir and Garayagin settlements registered in Yelizavetpol
(Ganja) district at the beginning of the XX century. it was built by the popula-
tion who migrated from the Gazakh sultanate at the end of the XVIII century?.
In some cases, the displaced population of villages located near each other in
the Gazakh sultanate settled in the neighbourhood of each other in the new
place. An example is the villages Gazakhli, Kasaman, Poylu, and Salahli, which
are part of the Eldar village community of Yelizavetpol district?.

At the end of the XVIII century, under the influence of military and politi-

23 Mirza Adig6zal bay, Qarabagnams, “Qarabagnamalar’, | kitab, Baki 1989, p. 30.
24 H.®. Oy6posuH, icmopus eoliHbl u enadbivecmea pycckux Ha Kaekase, T. Il, CankT-leTepbypr 1871,
p. 222.

25 3KoHOMMYECKOE COCTOAHME KpecTbsHCKOro HaceneHus EnncaBeTnonbcKon rybepHum no
cBeaeHuaM Muposbix MNocpeaHukos 3a 1908 rog, “MamMaTHas KHura EnivcaBeTnonbekom ryGepHumn Ha
1910 roa”, Mogp, pea, N.MN. babexko, ota. IV, Tudamnc 1910, p. 186.

26 Mpuao>keHne K namMaTHOM KHUre Envcasetnosibckoi ry6epHun Ha 1914 rog, “Tabavua 06

3KOHOMUYECKOM COCTOSIHMM FOPOACKONO U KPECTbAHCKOrO Haces1eHus, No CBEAEHUAM, OTHOCSALLUMCS
K 1912 roay, cobpaHHbiM HavanbHukamMu noamumii u MmuposbsiMu MNocpeaHrkammn EnncaBeTnosibckom
ry6epHun” / Mopg, pen, W.MN. BabeHko, Tudamc 1910-1914, p. 46.



78 ARTYKULY ® ARTICLES ® CTATbLU

cal events in the region, separate communities of the Gazakh tribe migrated
to the Iravan Khanate and the Ottoman lands. It is clear from the information
given in the source compiled in the 30s of the XIX century that two villages of
Karapapags, one of the largest communities of the Gazakh tribe, moved from
Borchali and Shamshaddil to the Akhalsikh Pasha at the end of the XVIII centu-
ry at the invitation of the Turkish government. In the source, one of these vil-
lages is called “Tarakama”, and the other “Amir-aslan”. Har iki oba harbi xidmat
mugabilinda biitiin vergilarden azad edilmisdilar?’. This information also shows
that the villages of the Gazakh tribe lived not only in the Gazakh sultanate, but
also in the neighbouring sultanates of Borchali and Shamshaddil. There is also
information about the existence of separate communities of the tribe, includ-
ing Karapags, in the Iravan province at the beginning of the XIX century?®.

In 1801, the Gazakh sultanate joined the Russian Empire with Eastern
Georgia. After that, the administrative status and subordination of the region
was changed several times. In 1812, the sultanate became distant, and the
region’s sultanate status was abolished in 1819. It is clear from the camera
map drawn up by Russian officials in 1831 that the Gazakh district, consisting
of 69 villages, covered an area of 3200 square versts. 17,632 male persons
were registered in the distance?.

I. Chopin gives interesting information about the names of 14 communities
of the Gazakh tribe living in remote areas and the number of people living in
each community. These communities were as follows: 1. Karapapag, 2. Beyuk
Chobangara, 3. Sarashli, 4. Demirchili, 5. Karimbeyli, 6. Gafarli, 7. Sheikhs, 8.
Karabagli, 9. Jafarli, 10. Alisharurlu, 11. Godekli, 12. Jamilli, 13. Chakhirli, 14.
Kerkibasli®. In total, 8445 people lived in 1451 registered families in the 14
communities of the Gazakh tribe. In fact, in the 30s of the XIX century, about
1/4 of the population lived in the Gazakh district.

Among the communities belonging to the Gazakh tribe, the Karapapags
were the largest. More than half of the population living in all the mentioned
communities (4619 people) belonged to this community. Garapapags were
also distinguished by their ancient existence in the Gazakh territory. The
Turkish historian F.Kirzioglu states that the Barsils and Khazars who settled in
the Gazakh-Borchali region in the Il1-1V centuries were known by the name
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“Garapapaq”®. Based on this information of the Turkish historian, the Garapa-
pags can be considered one of the first branches of the Gazakh tribe to settle
in the territory of Azerbaijan. Some researchers identify the Karapapags with
the Karakalpags who live on the shores of the Aral Sea, speak the same lan-
guage and lead a similar lifestyle®.

The next change in the status and administrative subordination of the Gazakh
province occurred during the administrative reform carried out by the tsarist
government in 1840. According to this reform, Gazakh and Shamshaddil districts
were turned into precincts and joined Yelizavetpol district, which was created
on the site of Yelizavetpol district. A separate Gazakh district was established
during the next reform of the tsar’s government in 1868. According to the data
of 1897, 112074 people lived in the district with an area of 5908 km? 33,

It is possible to find more accurate and detailed information about the pop-
ulation living in the Gazakh region, the national composition, and the number
and administrative division of the existing settlements in the region, in the
sources compiled by Russian officials in 1908 and 1912. In 1908, according to
our calculations based on statistical data, 135 villages registered in the district
were divided into 3 village departments and 42 village societies, and the total
population was 122,961 people®t. 69,711 people (56.69%) of this population
were Azerbaijani Turks, 52,241 people (42.49%) were Armenians, 861 people
(0.7%) were Russians, and 148 people (0.12%) were Greeks. Comparison of
these data with the data of another source compiled in 1912 allows creating
a more complete picture of the national and numerical composition of the
population living in the city. So, during the last 4 years, the district’s population
increased by 7443 people and reached 130 404 people from 122,961 people.
63,895 of them (49%) were Azerbaijani Turks, 61,026 were Armenians (46.8%),
5,052 (3.8%) were Russians, and 531 (0.4%) were Germans®. When compar-
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ing these data with the data of 1908, it is clear that the number of Azerbaijani
Turks, the region’s main population, decreased by 5,816 people, while the
number of Armenians increased by 8,785 people, and the number of Russians
by 1,660 people. There is no doubt that this change in the ethnic composition
of the population living in the district was the result of the colonisation and
resettlement policy implemented by the tsarist government.

Although the territory of the Gazakh district, which existed until 1929, re-
mained relatively stable during the Azerbaijan Democratic Repubilic, it under-
went severe fragmentation during the Soviet regime, which was distinguished
by its pro-Armenian policy. 45.5% of the lands belonging to the Ghazali were
given to Armenia, and 5 districts (Carvansaray, Barana, Chambarak, Sham-
sheddin, Dilijan) were organised in these lands. Gazakh, Agstafa, Tovuz and
Gadabey regions were created in the remaining part of the district, which is
part of Azerbaijan.

In 1868, the Gazakh region, occupied by Russia at the beginning of the XIX
century, was given the status of emergency. Although Azerbaijani Turks make
up most of the population living in the district, due to the resettlement policy
implemented by the tsarist government, the specific weight of Armenians be-
gan to increase rapidly. As a result, in 1912, 49% of the population living in
the region were Azerbaijanis, and 46.8% were Armenians. After establishing
Soviet power in Armenia in 1920, 45.5% of the Gazakh land was taken from
Azerbaijan and given to this country.
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On the History of the Population and Territorial Issues of the Gazakh
Region of Azerbaijan

Summary
The Gazakh region, located in the basin of Agstafa and Kura rivers in the
northwest of Azerbaijan, was inhabited by the Gazakh tribe, which was part
of the Hun tribal union from the first centuries of our era. The greater influx
of the Gazakh tribe, which gave its name to the north-western region of
Azerbaijan, took place in the XI-XII centuries at the invitation of the Geor-
gian tsars who tried to free themselves from Seljuk dependence. During this
period, the Gazakh tribe, which was part of the large Kipchak tribal union,
lived in a part of the Kuban steppes. That area was called ‘Gazakhia’ after the
name of the Gazakh tribe. Tens of thousands of Gazakhs who came to the
South Caucasus at the invitation of the Georgian tsars settled in Georgia and
converted to Christianity, while the other part began to live in the present-
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day Gazakh and Borchali regions. The Gazakhs living in the latter areas have
preserved their national identity by mixing with their compatriots since the
early Middle Ages. The Gazakh region, a part of the Safavid province with the
status of a county, came under the influence of the Kartli-Kakheti kingdom
in the second half of the XVIII century. During this period, a large part of
the Gazakh tribe, who did not want to live under the rule of the Georgian
tsars, moved to Ganja, Karabakh, Iravan khanates and the eastern provinces
of Turkey.

Keywords: Azerbaijan, Gazakh, region, tribe, population, Hun, Kipchak, san-
jak, county

K Bonpocy 06 uctopumn HaceneHus U TEpPUTOPUM ra3axCKOro permoHa
AsepbangykaHa

Pesiome

[a3axcKuit pervoH, pacnosioXeHHbI Ha ceBepo-3anage AsepbangykaHa
B baccelHe pek Arctada n Kypa, 6b171 3acesieH ¢ NepBbiX BEKOB HaLLel 3pbl
Ka3axCKUM MNjieMeHeM, BXOAUBLLMM B T'YHHCKOE MJ1eMeHHOEe 06beANHEHME.
Bonee KpynHbIii NPUTOK B PErMOH Ka3axCKOro NieMeHu, AaBLLIero CBoe Ha-
3BaHWe CeBepo-3anagHoMy pernoHy AsepbaiiaykaHa, npousowuen B XI-XII
BeKax Mo NpurIaLleHmto rpy3MHCKUX Lapei, CTPEMMBLLMXCS OCBOOOAUTLCS
OT CeJIbXKYKCKOM 3aBUCUMOCTU. B 3TOT nepurop, kazaxckoe niems, BXoaMB-
Liee B cocTaB 60/1bLW0ro Kbin4akcKoro njieMeHHOro coksa, XKUso B HacTu
Ky6aHCKUX cTeneil. DTa TeppuTopms HasbiBanack “Kasaxms” no MMeHM Ka-
3aXCKOro naemMeHu. M3 necaTkoB TbiCAY Ka3axoB, NPpUObIBLLIMX Ha KOXKHbIN
KaBkas no npurnaweHmio rpy3anHCKMX Lapemn, 4acTb nocennaach B [pysuu
M NPUHSIA XPUCTUAHCTBO, a ApYyras 4acTb CTafa »KMUTb B HbIHELLHWUX [a3ax-
ckoM 1 bopyanumHckoM pernoHax. Kasaxu, nocenmelumnecs Ha nocaenHux
TEPPUTOPUSX, eLLE CO BPEMEH PaHHEro CPeAHEBEKOBbS COXPAHSIMN CBOIO
HaLMOHaIbHYt0 CaMOBBLITHOCTb, CMELLMBAsCb CO CBOMMU COOTEHECTBEHHM-
KaMu, MpOXKMBaBLLUMMMU 3aeCb. [a3axckmin pernoH, ¢ XVI Beka HaxoamBLUNICS
B cocTaBe rocypapctsa CedbeBnoB B CTaTyce ye3a, BO BTOPOI MOJIOBUHE
XVIII Beka nonan nog, avsHue Kaptam-KaxeTuHckoro uapctea. B aToT ne-
puog, 3HauMTe IbHast YacTb KA3aXCKOro MJIEMEHU, He YKeNaBLUEro KUTb Noj,
BJIaCTbIO MPY3MHCKMX Lapei, nepecenunnacs B [AHOKUHCKoe, Kapabaxckoe,
MpeBaHCKoe XaHCTBa M BOCTOYHbIE MPOBUHLMK TypLmu.

KntoueBble cnoBa: AsepbainaykaH, lasax, perMoH, niems, HaceseHme, Kblin-
YaKW, TYHHbI, CaHAKaKW, ye3n,



