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Abstract: People never stop learning and developing their skills. Education is associated with different spheres and different 
moments of people’s lives. The learning process is mainly linked with schools, however, we should not underestimate that process 
which takes place outside schools as well. What we have learned, contributes, to a great extent, to what sort of people we are. The 
more we know, the more aware of the nearby World development, the more aware of phenomena understanding, phenomena 
that take place around us and, therefore, allow us to participate in all society activities.
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Streszczenie: Ludzie nigdy nie przestaną się uczyć i rozwijać swych umiejętności. Edukacja łączy się z różnymi sferami i momen-
tami życia człowieka. Choć uczenie się związane jest głównie z pracą szkoły, nie powinno się nie doceniać procesu kształcenia 
dokonującego się także poza szkołą. To, czego się nauczyliśmy w wielkim stopniu wpływa na to, jakimi ludźmi jesteśmy. Im więcej 
wiemy, im bardziej świadomi jesteśmy, jak rozwija się świat, tym lepiej rozumiemy zjawiska dokonujące się  wokół nas, a przez to 
stajemy się zdolni do pełnego uczestnictwa w życiu społeczeństwa.
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Human being, as a biopsychosocial entity, in the course of his 
or her development manifests certain activity and is influenced by 
the environment in which he or she lives and acts. One of the forms 
of human activity is education, which results in a certain level and 
character of the awareness of the human being and its culture.
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Introduction
Nowadays, the concept of education is very 
common. However, formal education, i.e. 
the kind of education that everyone had to 
deal with at school, during university stud-
ies and as part of various types of training, 
cannot be the only source of education for 
us. This is because the knowledge  that we 
can use in our everyday lives as well as the 
knowledge that we acquire most willing-
ly is the one that matters most. And this 
is where non-formal education comes in. 
Modern man is subjected to it nearly every-

* This article was originally published in Polish as Bu-
chcic, Elżbieta. 2009. „Edukacja ekologiczna prioryte-
tem wykształcenia współczesnego człowieka.” Studia 
Ecologiae et Bioethicae 7(1): 203-211. The translation 
of the article into English was financed by the Ministry 
of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Po-
land as part of the activities promoting science - Deci-
sion No. 676/P-DUN/2019 of 2 April 2019. Translation 
made by GROY Translations.

where. Shaping of attitudes, values, skills 
and knowledge is a life-long process. Vari-
ous experiences and educational impact of 
the environment, including mainly family, 
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work environment and mass media, shape 
our character and the way we will perceive 
the world.

In the modern world, mass media are 
very widespread and  play a  huge role in 
educating society. By means of television, 
radio and the Internet it is possible to pres-
ent the environment and its problems in 
an interesting way. 

A  very important advantage of such 
knowledge acquisition is that everyone 
can choose relevant TV programs, radio 
programs and websites to broaden their 
individual interests. There is no specific 
format imposed nor there is any particu-
lar person who provides predefined in-
formation. It should also be remembered 
that not everyone has an equal chance to 
acquire knowledge through the formal 
education system. Non-formal education 
in a certain way complements the formal 
education system. It levels the playing field 
for those who did not have the opportunity 
to complete the full programme of educa-
tion in the formal education system.

Naturally, there are also disadvantages 
of non-formal education. These include 
mainly the reliability and credibility of the 
information provided, the lack of formal 
recognition, as well as the costs related 
to the access to particular forms of mass  
media. 

It would seem that local environmen-
tal issues should be of great interest to 
the public. But is this the case? More and 
more often, problems of nature are be-
ing pushed into the background, and not 
much attention is paid to them. A  man 
never stops learning and developing. Edu-
cation accompanies us in different spheres 
and moments of life. We associate educa-
tion mainly with the school , but we should 
not neglect learning that takes place out-
side its walls. What we learn contributes 
greatly to what kind of people we are. The 
more knowledge we have, the greater is 
our awareness of the development of the 
world around us, our understanding of 
the phenomena that take place around us, 
which in turn allows us to participate fully 
in society.

1. Education and environmental awareness
Man, like any living organism, is part of 
the environment and subject to its laws. 
Ecology is the science of relationships, in-
terdependencies between organisms and 
the environment around them. The term 
“ecology” comes from the Greek words: 
oikos, which means home, environment, 
and logos - word, science;  therefore, ecol-
ogy literally means the science of where 
organisms live. This term was first intro-
duced in 1869 by the German zoologist 
Ernst Haeckel” (Tuszyńska 2006, 18).

“The degree of environmental degrada-
tion that has occurred in recent  decades 
has drawn the attention of the public opin-
ion of many societies to problems related to 
the effects of uncontrolled development of 
civilization. The deteriorating state of the 
environment requires a broadly understood 
environmental education of all social and 
professional groups” (Parlak 2005, 9).

“Environmental education refers to the 
subject of teaching and educational ac-
tivities that prepare for solving practical 
environmental problems through an inter-
disciplinary approach, a sense of responsi-
bility and active involvement of each indi-
vidual and community in common action” 
(Olaczek 1999, 61).

“Ecological (environmental) education is 
a concept of education and upbringing in the 
spirit of respect for the natural environment 
and shaping the views of society towards the 
surrounding world. It concerns stimulat-
ing sensitivity to environmental problems, 
searching for causes and predicting the ef-
fects of phenomena leading to environmen-
tal degradation” (Tuszyńska 2006, 5).

A  human being is inextricably connect-
ed with nature and all his activities are re-
flected in the environment around us. It 
is therefore important to make the public 
aware of the possibilities and ways of func-
tioning and enjoying the benefits of nature 
with the least damage possible. This kind 
of human activity is referred to as sustain-
able development in the literature. It con-
sists in “conducting all business activities in 
harmony with nature, that is to say, in such 
a way as not to cause irreversible changes 
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therein” (Cichy 1995). It is also necessary to 
demonstrate the farsightedness of these ac-
tions, as the environment is used not only 
by ourselves, but also by future generations.

,,(...) There are three main areas that 
need to be focused on when planning an 
effective strategy for achieving sustainable 
development. These are: environmental 
protection and rational management of 
natural resources (e.g. reduction of envi-
ronmental pollution, protection of endan-
gered animal and plant species, promotion 
of renewable energy sources), economic 
growth and fair distribution of benefits 
arising therefrom (i.a. facilitating market 
access for developing countries, develop-
ment financing, changing irrational pat-
terns of consumption and production) and 
social development (i.a. combating pover-
ty, access to education, health care)”.

In order for life on Earth to survive, it is 
essential to develop environmental aware-
ness. “The dissemination of environmental 
awareness in society is a  prerequisite for 
sustainable development. Environmental 
awareness should be fostered by environ-
mental education and universal education 
in the field of environmental protection, 
carried out by educational system at var-
ious levels, social organisations  and insti-
tutions and the media” (Kaliński 1995).

“Ecological awareness, understood as 
an area of social awareness related to the 
natural environment, manifests itself both 
in thinking and experiencing and in social 
standards of understanding, experiencing 
and valuing the biosphere. The compo-
nents of environmental awareness include 
specific contents, attitudes and emotions 
concerning the natural environment, 
linked and intertwined with other forms of 
social awareness”. According to H. Skoli-
mowski, environmental awareness should 
be: (Parlak 2005, 13)

• holistic - the world around is under-
stood as a whole to which a human be-
ing also belongs and that has the char-
acteristics of a living organism

• qualitative - it sees the unity and in-
extricability of the world as primarily 
a qualitative relationship,

• spiritual - related to the spirituality of 
the human being and not only to his or 
her mind,

• referential - characterized by the rev-
erence and respect for everything that 
exists,

• participatory - human beings actively 
participate in the life of our planet and 
are not passive observers,

• evolutionary - “the course of process-
es in the cosmos is oriented from uni-
formity to diversity, from materiality 
to spirituality, so the evolution of the 
cosmos - as a whole that is accessible 
to human cognition - presents the phe-
nomenon of the spread of mental and 
spiritual processes.”

“Environmental awareness is based on 
knowledge acquired in and outside school, 
the cultural tradition of a particular social 
group, pressure of that group’s opinions, 
own experiences, etc. The content of eco-
logical awareness includes, among others: 
human rights to the environment, knowl-
edge of threats, their causes and effects, 
sense of own responsibility for the condi-
tion of nature, willingness to act combined 
with the belief that nature is worth pro-
tecting” (Tuszyńska 2006, 8).

Awareness-raising work will create an 
ecological culture of the individual, which 
will consist of the following elements: 
(Cichy 1995, 278)

• overall environmental knowledge,
• the ability to perceive the specificity and 

complexity of natural phenomena and 
identify the main phenomena, interde-
pendencies and regularities therein,

• willingness to manifest certain behav-
iours towards the environment,

• the ability to think openly and creatively 
and to be susceptible to innovations that 
guarantee greater environmental safety, 

• developing the sensitivity and ability 
to perceive environmental problems in 
one’s own work and life.” 

2. Factors shaping the ecological society

Raising public awareness and involvement 
in environmental activities creates the at-
titudes, values and necessary skills needed 
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to put the principles of sustainability into 
practice on a daily basis.

According to Dołęga, the educational is-
sues of ecophilosophy relate primarily to 
the philosophical foundations of pro-eco-
logical education, and more specifically 
to sozological education in the family, at 
school, in the mass media, in social or-
ganisations, religions and general national  
education.

Shaping awareness that is sensitive to 
the value of the social and natural environ-
ment also depends on the curricula in kin-
dergartens, primary schools, upper-sec-
ondary schools and universities and on the 
general environmental education of adults.

Moreover, it is a priority task for all those 
who are aware of the quality of the current 
environment, its impact on the life on our 
planet, as well as its impact on human life 
and health in our homeland and around 
the world. This is not just a  task for phi-
losophers, but for all those who influence 
social awareness in Poland and worldwide 
(Dołęga 2003, 35-36). As commonly under-
stood, these are all forms of activity aimed 
at society, with particular emphasis on chil-
dren and young people, which are intended 
to influence the level of ecological aware-
ness, to promote specific behaviours ben-
eficial to the natural environment and to 
disseminate knowledge about nature.
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Fig. 1. Factors shaping the ecological society



257Environmental education as a priority in education of a contemporary man

It is important to create a system of envi-
ronmental education that integrates envi-
ronmental issues with traditional sciences. 
Such curricula should be developed, e.g. 
on green business management, which are 
interdisciplinary and practicable for the 
country concerned.

Conclusion

The knowledge-based economy creates 
favourable conditions for the creation and 
absorption of information through the de-
velopment of innovation and education 
(education system).

As a result, Poland must define and im-
prove its education policy. This improve-
ment will be achieved by, among other 
things, imposing an obligation on univer-
sities to appoint business representatives 
as members of university authorities and 
academic committees.

This will create a  set of incentives for 
recruiting, retaining and promoting qual-
ified staff from outside universities (Bank 
Światowy 2004, 82-83).

It will not be easy to awaken in man,  
such responsibility for the world  

that will keep pace with the development 
of civilization. 

But those who want can start today.
Vaclav Havel
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