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ODKRYCIA / DISCOVERIES

Strictly speaking, figural representations (of people and ani-
mals) on earthenware had not been common in Eastern Cen-
tral Europe until the Hallstatt Period, when they were found in 
large numbers on the bellies and necks of urns, which were of-
ten decorated with artistic representations of human faces and 
used by the people of the Pomeranian Culture. Somewhat ear-
lier, in the younger stage of the Bronze Age, they occasionally 
appeared on vessels of the Lusatian Culture. In older periods 
they included absolutely unique finds, the oldest of them be-
ing discovered in Bronocice, Pińczów County, Świętokrzyskie 
Province. It is dated to 3491 BC – 3060 BC, associated with 
the people of the Funnel Beaker Culture, and depicts a four-
wheeled cart1. Another, much simpler drawing on a vessel of 
the same culture from the town of Ostrowiec Świętokrzyski, 
Świętokrzyskie Province is regarded to be another represen-
tation of such a vehicle2.

In 1992, a farmer ploughing a field at one of the most well-
known sites of the Funnel Beaker Culture on Polish territory, 
at Gródek on the Bug3 (site 1C), Hrubieszów Commune, Hru-
bieszów County, Lublin Province (Fig. 1)4, caught his plough in 
a clay vessel, pulling large pieces out of it. He kept the collected 
pieces at home, where he reconstructed the vessel (Fig. 2). The 
artefact was made available to me for a brief moment, though 
I had sufficient time to draw up the basic documentation.

It is a very large pot, 47 cm in height. This biconical form 
with rounded belly and prominent, characteristic thick rim 
bent towards the outside, with a modelled internal support 
for a cover, is typical of the inventories of the Funnel Beaker 
Culture. The diameter of the mouth is 27 cm, that of the bel-
ly – 50 cm, and of the bottom – 20 cm. Below the rim there are 
four equally spaced knee-shaped handles (Fig. 3). Below each 
of them there is a schematic image of a quadruped engraved 
before burning the vessel according to an identical pattern: 
a horizontal line, which on the left is bent towards the bot-

1 J. Kruk, S. Miliskaukas 1981, 103–104, fig. 15:a.b; 1982; P. Kacza-
nowski, J. K. Kozłowski 1998, p. 119, fig. 44.
2 A. Uzarowiczowa 1975.
3 ‘Gródek’ is a very common village and town name in Poland. The 
name ‘Gródek nad Bugiem’ (English: Gródek on the Bug) was intro-
duced to help in unequivocal identification of the place famous for its 
archeological discoveries (cf. A. Kokowski 2018).
4 W. Gumiński 1989; A. Kokowski 1989; 1995.

Andrzej Kokowski

The Oldest Graphic Representation of a Horse in Eastern Central Europe

Najstarsze wyobrażenie konia na wschodzie Europy Środkowej

Keywords: horse images on pottery, Funnel Beaker Culture, Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, Pomeranian Culture
Słowa kluczowe: wyobrażenia koni na ceramice, kultura pucharów lejkowatych, epoka brązu, wczesna epoka żelaza,
kultura pomorska

Wiadomości Archeologiczne LXX, 2019: 183–195 
https://doi.org/10.36154/wa.70.2019.09

Fig. 1. G r ó d e k o n t h e 
B u g. Findspot of the vessel.
Ryc. 1. G r ó d e k n a d 
B u g i e m. Miejsce odkrycia 
naczynia.

tom (tail), and on the right – first bent towards the top (neck) 
and then slightly slanted down (head). From the trunk line ex-
tend two pairs of lines symbolising limbs, almost in every case 
bent slightly at the knees. The sizes of these representations 
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are slightly diverse, all fitting rectangles measuring 55×30 mm 
(Fig. 4:a, 5:a), 50×30 mm (Fig. 4:b, 5:b), 47×40 mm (Fig. 4:c, 
5:c), and 40×28 mm (Fig. 4:d, 5:d). There is every indication 
that the carvings were originally filled with white chalk sub-
stance to ensure better contrast with the surface of the vessel. 

The depiction of the tail proves that the animals in the repre-
sentations are horses. After consulting the zoologist, we came 
to the conclusion that if had the artist intended them to be 
dogs, the tails would certainly be directed up. The remains of 
a horse discovered in the course of earlier, routine excavations 

Fig. 2. G r ó d e k o n t h e B u g. Clay vessel with horse images.  
Photo: A. Kokowski.
Ryc. 2. G r ó d e k n a d B u g i e m. Gliniane naczynie
z wizerunkami koni. Fot.: A. Kokowski.

Fig. 3. G r ó d e k o n t h e B u g. Clay vessel with horse images. 
Drawing: A. Kokowski.
Ryc. 3. G r ó d e k n a d B u g i e m. Gliniane naczynie
z wizerunkami koni. Rys.: A. Kokowski.

Fig. 4. Horse images on the vessel from G r ó d e k o n t h e B u g. Not to scale. Photo: A. Kokowski. 
Ryc. 4. Wizerunki koni na naczyniu z G r ó d k a n a d B u g i e m. Bez skali. Fot.: A. Kokowski.
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conducted in this settlement in the 1950s, attest to the fact that 
the local population was familiar with horses. In the course of 
the works, 110 horse bones were found5, yet it is believed that 
at this stage of the Neolithic it was not a domestic animal, and 
its meat was obtained mainly through hunting6.

Figural representations appeared in East of Central Europe 
in the Neolithic owing to the migration of cultures of the Dan-
ubian Circle from the South to the North7. The oldest finds 
in Lublin County are associated with the Lublin-Volhynian 
Painted Ware Culture8. Such artefacts were often found to-
gether with objects of the subsequent Funnel Beaker Culture. 
The most well-known among Central European finds of this 
type are clay oxen (a pair coupled with a yoke) from Krężnica 
Jara, Lublin County9, and numerous representations of ram 
heads modelled from the top of the clay vessel handles (Fig. 6). 
It was only at the end of the Bronze Age that the population 
of the Lusatian Culture introduced engravings on the sides 
of vessels10. We know of depictions of single people and ani-
mals, and complex scenes presenting e.g. hunting and rites11. 

It is extremely interesting that in the territory of the Wyso
cka Culture, the eastern neighbour of the Lusatian Culture, 
figural images on vessels are very rare. Most likely, drawings 
of the riders were engraved on a vessel from Rìpnìv, while the 
image of a horse might be a drawing on a clay bird figurine in 
grave 79 in Vysoc'ke12.

The most commonly engraved anthropo- and zoomorphic 
representations can be found on urns of the people of the Po-

5 W. Gumiński 1989, 32, table 110.
6 N. Benecke 1994; H.-H. Müller 1994; S.L. Olsen 2006.
7 M. Kaczanowska 2002.
8 A. Zakościelna 2002.
9 S. Nosek 1947, 207, fig. 14.
10 B. Gediga 1970, 108–139; 2002a; M. Kaczmarek 2002.
11 B. Gediga 1970, 256–259; 2002b.
12 M. Bandrìvs'kij, L. Krušel'nic'ka 1998, fig. 31:11, 32:5.

meranian Culture, mainly from Hallstatt D13, often including 
horses presented in the form of line illustrations, such as the 
Neolithic ones from Gródek on the Bug, or presented by means 
of lines set by points14. After this period the custom of decorat-
ing vessels with figural engravings disappeared, being sporadi-
cally recreated at the end of the Pre-Roman Period and in the 
Roman Period15. Among the unique finds of this period are 
two Przeworsk Culture clay vessels: a richly decorated urn with 
images of riders, horses and other figures, from Biała, Wieluń 
County, Łódzkie Province16, and a destroyed urn with images 
of riders from Łączany, Radom County, Mazowieckie Prov-
ince17, as well as a Wielbark Culture clay vessel with a scene 
depicting deer hunting from Babimost, Zielona Góra County, 
Lubuskie Province (fmr. Bomst)18.

Until recently, one of the oldest known engravings on a clay 
vessel in the Lublin region was an image of a deer from Cyców, 
Chełm County. However, we cannot be sure as to the date of its 
creation, which, due to the lack of context and the poor condi-
tion of the vessel, should be established as the period between 
the late Bronze Age (Lusatian Culture) and the early Iron Age 
(possibly the Cloche Grave Culture – A. Bronicki 1990).

The find from Gródek on the Bug presented here cannot 
be precisely dated, also due to the lack of direct context. It can 
be associated with the period of functioning of the settlement 
of the Funnel Beaker Culture referred to as the classic FBC 
stage – Lesser Poland Group, which correlates with the func-
tioning of the ‘Bronocice II’ settlement of this group.

13 See e.g.: W. La Baume 1928; M. Kwapiński 1995; 1999; J. Kneisel 
2012a, 314–329.
14 A. Kokowski 2011, 142–146, fig. 124–127.
15 E. Bugaj, T. Makiewicz 1995; E. Bugaj 1999, 52–68, pl. 21–29.
16 W. Kersten 1944; E. Bugaj, T. Makiewicz 1995, 96, fig. 3–5; 
E. Bugaj 1999, 54–57, pl. 22–24; A. Kokowski 2003, fig. 53.
17 A. Kokowski 2003, fig. 34; B. Bajkowska 2003, 416.
18 O. Dobrindt 1927, fig. 2:a; E. Bugaj, T. Makiewicz 1995, 95–96, 
fig. 1.

Fig. 5. Horse images on the vessel 
from G r ó d e k o n t h e B u g. 
Drawing: A. Kokowski.
Ryc. 5. Wizerunki koni na naczyniu 
z G r ó d k a n a d B u g i e m.  
Rys.: A. Kokowski.
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Radiocarbon dates obtained for the objects from Gródek 
on the Bug indicate the period of its functioning from 
3060±110/3080±90 BC (5010±110/5030±90 BP) until 2380± 
80 BC19, and this period can be divided into two stages. The 
Gródek I stage included, among other things, a set of three 
vessels found in one pit, with stunning, artistic images of ram 
heads on top of two of the handles20. In stage II, numerous 
imports, including ceramic ones, appeared in the Cucuteni-
Trypillia Culture, which neighboured the Funnel Beaker Cul-
ture to the east21. When it comes to technology, the vessels 
produced by the Cucuteni-Trypillia people were of high qual-
ity, and stunning in terms of artistry. The representations they 
bore were most often painted black. These are mainly abstract 
motifs or motifs regarded as symbolical, though some were 
also figural, including horses22. Thus, it seems that the most 
probable source of inspiration the creator of the described 
vessel from Gródek on the Bug were objects of the Cucuteni-
Trypillia Culture.

To sum up, it should be assumed that the find from Gródek 
on the Bug is indeed the oldest graphic representation of 
a horse in Eastern Central Europe. The need to include animal 
images on the on the sides of vessels might have been influ-
enced by such images observed in the neighbouring Cucuteni-
Trypillia Culture. Incidentally, there are grounds to believe that 
the population of this culture was the first in Europe to have 
domesticated a horse, however, most certainly for consumer 
purposes rather than for use as a working animal23.

Catalogue of horse representations 
from Polish lands

The catalogue and the table (1) includes 227 horse representa-
tions engraved on vessels. They are of a similar, simple style. 
As regards the depiction of horses and carts, they usually show 
a pair of animals, which is treated here as one representation. 

19 S. Jastrzębski 1991, 190 chart I.
20 S. Jastrzębski 1989, 242, fig. 3:8–9.
21 S. Jastrzębski 1985, 72–73, fig. 2–4.
22 T.M. Tkačuk 2004, 435 (the compilation of motifs, including no. 
15, like the horse from Gródek), 437; also G. Kossinna 1909, fig. 15.
23 F. Hančar 1955, 56–81.

The animals were depicted on 101 vessels, both individually 
and in groups, discovered at 83 archaeological sites, mainly 
cemeteries. 172 representations were those of a horse without 
a man, yet as many as 55 instances are questionable. One of 
them, an urn from the village of Toninek, shows 14 animals 
which could be horses. The doubts arise from the schematic 
portrayal, which allows other interpretations of the drawings. 
Most often they were construed as dogs or deer. Thus, e.g. Jutta 
Kneisel24 excluded the possibility of indicating a horse without 
relating it to a human being or cart. Therefore, I indicated only 
those depictions of a horse that were evident, which show the 
animal pulling a cart or with a rider.

Among the latter group, 75 engravings depict riders with 
a spear or spears. One of them is an Amazon on a vessel from 
the Roman Period, found in the village of Biała. A vessel of the 
Lusatian Culture from Łazy, which shows as many as eight rid-
ers, contributes significantly to this large number of representa-
tions. One of the specimens from this group is dubious. There 
is no documentation of it, and it is known only from a men-
tion. Nine depictions are of horses led by the bridle. A further 
33 examples are horses pulling carts, usually in pairs, of which 
two are known only from a mention. As the mention concerns 
the word “cart”, it is likely that it was depicted without har-
nessed horses. The vast majority of representations are con-
nected with urns of the Pomeranian Culture.

The catalogue contains shortened references following the 
pattern: the first source concerning the find followed by pos-
sible complementary publications, mainly graphic ones, ref-
erences to catalogues of face urns of the Pomeranian Culture 
by Marian Kwapiński25 and Aleksander Kwapiński26, and an 
excellent monograph on these by Jutta Kneisel27.

Abbreviations: DLS – Dolnośląskie Province, KPM – Kujaw- 
sko-Pomorskie Province, POM – Pomorskie Province, WKP –
Wielkopolskie Province, ZPM – Zachodniopomorskie Prov-
ince.

24 J. Kneisel 2012a, 323–327.
25 M. Kwapiński 1999.
26 A. Kwapiński 2007.
27 J. Kneisel 2012a; 2012b.

Fig. 6. Stylised images of ram heads 
on handles of the vessels of the Funnel 
Beaker Culture from G r ó d e k o n 
t h e B u g. Photo: A. Kokowski.
Ryc. 6. Stylizowane wyobrażenia 
głów baranów na uchwytach 
naczynia kultury pucharów 
lejkowatych z G r ó d k a n a d 
B u g i e m. Fot.: A. Kokowski.
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N e o l i t h i c
Gródek on the Bug, Hrubieszów Commune, Hrubieszów

County, Lublin Province
The Funnel Beaker Culture, vessel: four horses.

B r o n z e  A g e
Stobnica 1, Oborniki Commune, Oborniki County, WKP
Urn 1: four horses (?); urn 4: seven horses.
References: S. Jasnosz 1984, 120, no. 4, fig. 199:4, 200; 127, 

fig. 197:1; M. Kaczmarek 2005, pl. XXIII/A:1.2.

E a r l y  I r o n  A g e :  L u s a t i a n  C u l t u r e
Biernatki, Kórnik Commune, Poznań County, WKP
Urn: three horses.
References: L. Krzyżaniak 1963, fig. 40:11; B. Gediga 1970, 

fig. 47:c.
Biskupin, Gąsawa Commune, Żnin County, KPM
Bowl 1: more than four riders; bowl 2: more than six riders (?).
References: J. Kostrzewski 1936a, 135, tabl. XXXIII:14, 

XXXIV:11; W. Kóčka 1938, 135, tabl. XXXIV:11a.b;
B. Gediga 1970, fig. 33:b; 2002, fig. 5.

Błotnica, Przemęt Commune, Wolsztyn County, WKP
Bowl: three horses (?).
References: E. Blume 1909, 101 no. 1575; B. Gediga 1970, 

fig. 48:a.
Głogów (Głogów-Biechów), Głogów Commune and County,

DLS
Urn: perhaps four horses (?).
References: H. Seger 1924, fig. 19; B. Gediga 1970, fig. 47:b.
Klimontów, Klimontów Commune, Sandomierz County, 

Świętokrzyskie Province
Urn: five riders.
References: J. Łepkowski 1886; B. Gediga 1970, 115–116, 

256, fig. 37; B. Gediga 2002, fig. 7.
Kluczewo, Przemęt Commune, Wolsztyn County, WKP
Urn: four (?) horses.
References: Erdmann 1882, 393, fig. on p. 395; B. Gediga 

1970, fig. 47i.
Kluczewo (Zaborowo), Przemęt Commune, Wolsztyn 

County, WKP
Urn 1: one (?) horse; urn 2: one (?) horse.
References: J. Kostrzewski 1923, fig. 315; B. Gediga 1970, 

fig. 46a; fig. 47:a.
Książno, Miłosław Commune, Września County, WKP
Urn: one (?) horse.
References: B. Gediga 1970, 258 no. 47, fig. 47:h.
Łazy, Wińsko Commune, Wołów County, DLS
Urn: eight riders.
References: E. Boehlich 1925, 414–415, fig. on p. 416;

E. Petersen 1935, fig. 204; B. Gediga 1970, 109–113,
256, fig. 33:a; B. Gediga 2002, fig. 14; M. Kaczmarek 
2002, fig. 3.

Osetno, Góra Commune, Góra County, DLS
Urn: one horse (?).
References: H. Seger 1897, fig. 6; B. Gediga 1970, fig. 47:e.
Siekówko, Przemęt Commune, Wolsztyn County, WKP
Urn: five riders.
References: A. Witkowska 1952, 296, fig. 7:a.b; B. Gediga 

1970, fig. 50:a.b.

Sobiejuchy, Żnin Commune and County, KPM
Urn: two riders and two horses with a cart.
References: Z. Bukowski 1971, 177–178, fig. 1; B. Gediga 

2002, fig. 15.
Węgorza, Osina Commune, Goleniów County, ZPM
Urn: one horse.
References: J. Kostrzewski 1958, 56, fig. 51:3; B. Gediga 

1970, fig. 47:g.
Wilanowiec, Ujście Commune, Piła County, WKP
Urn: six (?) horses.
References: D. Durczewski, W. Śmigielski 1965, pl. 8:24; 

B. Gediga 1970, fig. 49:a.
Włostowo, Środa Wielkopolska Commune and County, 

WKP
Urn: one rider.
References: W. Śmigielski 1963, 150, fig. 42:20; 43; B. Gedi-

ga 1970, fig. 49:b.

E a r l y  I r o n  A g e :  P o m e r a n i a n  C u l t u r e
Biernatka 1–2 (fmr. Barenhütte), Czarne Commune,

Człuchów County, POM
Urn: two riders, four horses (?).
References: R. Hessler 1925, fig. 11:b; W. Fellmann 1938, 

123; M. Kwapiński 1999, 15–16 no. 30; J. Kneisel 2012a, 
fig. 178:PL 178, 179:PL 178.

Borucino 2, Stężyca Commune, Kartuzy County, POM
Grave 1979/1, urn 1: two horses with a cart, two horses; 

urn 3: rider.
References: J. Podgórski 1983, 26–27, fig. 1, 3, 4, 6;

M. Kwapiński 1999, 24 no. 112, 114, pl. XXXVIII, 
XXXIX; J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 171:PL 1678, 176; 2012b,
pl. 115:A1.3.

Bukowiec 1, Budzyń Commune, Chodzież County, WKP
Grave 2/1931, urn 13: two horses standing by the sides 

of a cart, one horse taken by the bridle; grave without 
number, urn: two riders.

References: S. Jasnosz 1949, 58–59, fig. 5, 6; A. Kwapiński 
2007, 17 no. 2216; J. Kneisel 2012b, pl. 116:12.

Bydgoszcz, town of Bydgoszcz, KPM
Grave 1950/2, urn: rider, horse (?).
References: T. Malinowski 1968, fig. 2; J. Kneisel 2012a, 

fig. 171:PL 691.
Chłapowo 1, Dominowo Commune, Środa Wielkopolska 

County, WKP
Grave VIII, fragment of an urn: two horses with a cart.
References: J. Górecki 1991, 171, fig. 6; A. Kwapiński 2007, 

21 no. 2240; J. Kneisel 2012b, pl. 90:A6.
Darżlubie (fmr. Darslub), Puck Commune and County, POM
Urn: two horses with a cart, rider.
References: Rozycki 1882; M. Kwapiński 1999, 39–40

no. 229, pl. LX; J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 172:PL 149.
Dąbrówka Nowa, Sicienko Commune, Bydgoszcz County, 

KPM
Grave 1933/1, urn 1: one rider.
References: C. Potemski 1963, 89, pl. XV, fig. 2; A. Kwapiń-

ski 2007, 24 no. 2257, pl. XVII; J. Kneisel 2012b,
pl. 91:E1.

Debrzno-Wieś (fmr. Dobrin), Lipka Commune, Złotów
County, WKP
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Grave VIII, urn: two horses; grave IX, urn lid: three horses; 
grave X, urn lid: two horses, one rider.

References: W. La Baume 1963, 56 no. 161, pl. 4:161;
M. Kwapiński 1995, 364 no. 11; 1999, 41 no. 309;
A. Kokowski 2011, fig. 125, 183–185.

Note: in M. Kwapiński 1995 erroneously as Debrzno.
Duża Cerkwica (fmr. Groß-Zirkwitz), Kamień Krajeński 

Commune, Sępólno Krajeńskie County, KPM
Uncertain information on an urn with a representation of 

horse and cart.
References: A. Kokowski 2011, 144, 215.
Dźwierszno Małe lub Wielkie (fmr. Dreidorf or Klein

Dreidorf), Łobżenica Commune, Piła County, WKP
Urn: one rider.
References: E. Sprockhoff 1934, fig. 5; W. La Baume 1950, 

167, fig. 6:b; M. Kwapiński 1995, 364 no. 12; A. Kwapiń-
ski 2007, 29–30 no. 2291.

Note: in M. Kwapiński 1995 erroneously as Chełmża
Commune.

Elganowo 2 (fmr. Lamenstein), Trąbki Wielkie Commune, 
Gdańsk County, POM

Grave 1, urn: coachman driving a cart with two horses, 
one rider.

References: W. La Baume 1937, 106–109, fig. 7; M. Kwapiń-
ski 1999, 46 no. 364; J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 171:PL 491.

Gdańsk-Jasień 11, town of Gdańsk, POM
Grave (1986), urn 3: a cart with two horses, one rider; urn 

without a number: a horse led by the bridle.
References: M. Kwapiński 1999, 50 no. 395-396, pl. LXIV, 

LXV; J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 171:PL 1780.
Gdańsk-Kiełpino Górne 1 (fmr. Hoch Kelpin), town

of Gdańsk, POM
Urn: rider.
References: H. Conwentz 1894, 198–199, pl. IV:1;

W. La Baume 1928, pl. 14; 1963, 75 no. 390; M. Kwapiń-
ski 1999, 51 no. 402.

Gdynia-Oksywie (fmr. Oxhöft), town of Gdynia, POM
Urn: one rider.
References: H. Conwentz 1894, 204–205, tabl. III:9;

W. La Baume 1928, pl. 13; M. Kwapiński 1999, 57 no. 
478.

Gdynia-Redłowo 3 (fmr. Hoch Redlau), town of Gdynia,
POM

Urn 1: one horse; urn 2: one horse; urn without a number 
(a): one horse; urn without a number (b): one horse.

References: G. Berendt 1872, 23, pl. II:5.6; M. Kwapiński 
1999, 59 no. 491, 492, 494, 495.

Glincz 1 (Glińcz Nowy), Żukowo Commune, Kartuzy
County, POM

Grave 2, urn 2: two horses with a cart, one horse following 
a cart.

References: E. Skarbek 1968, 219, pl. II:B; M. Kwapiński 
1999, 61 no. 515, pl. LXXIII:515; J. Kneisel 2012a,
fig. 171:PL 1403.

Górzna (fmr. Gursen), Złotów Commune and County, WKP
Grave from 1933, urn: two horses (?).
References: A. Kokowski 2011, 144, 241–242, fig. 124, 223.
Grabowo (fmr. Grabau), Starogard Gdański Commune

and County, POM

Urn: two horses with a cart.
References: G. Jacobson 1910, 209–210, photo 207;

W. La Baume 1928, pl. 4:3–6; M. Kwapiński 1999, 70–71 
no. 604; J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 172:PL 265.

Huta, Koronowo Commune, Bydgoszcz County, KPM
Urn: one horse (?).
References: C. Potemski 1978b, 111–112, fig. 3:b;

A. Kwapiński 2007, 39 no. 2347, pl. XXIV:2347.
Jabłówko, Starogard Gdański Commune, and County, POM
Grave 5, urn: one rider; grave 7, urn lid: one rider.
References: G. Ossowski 1881, 23, 24 pl. XVI:4.4a, XVII:2; 

M. Kwapiński 1999, 73 no. 634, 637.
Józefowo, Wronki Commune, Szamotuły County, WKP
Grave II, bowl: one rider.
References: T. Malinowski 1957, 145, fig. 3:a; A. Kwapiń-

ski 2007, 41 no. 2362.
Kalisz 2, Dziemiany-Lipusz Commune, Kościerzyna

County, POM
Urn: three horses (?).
References: M. Kwapiński 1999, 76 no. 668, pl. 

LXXXIII:668.
Kamierowo 1 (fmr. Kamerau), Skarszewy Commune,

Starogard Gdański County, POM
Urn: one horse (?).
References: Amtl. Ber. XXX, 1909 (1910), fig. 11;

M. Kwapiński 1999, 76 no. 676.
Karczemki 2 (fmr. Friedenau vel Karschemke), Szemud 

Commune, Wejherowo County, POM
Grave 1901/5, urn: one rider.
References: W. La Baume 1928, pl. 12; M. Kwapiński 1995, 

364; J. Kneisel 2012b, pl. 97:B1.
Kierwałd 1 (fmr. Kehrwalde), Morzeszczyn Commune, 

Tczew County, POM
Urn: one rider.
References: Amtl. Ber. 1893 (1894), fig. 19, 20;

W. La Baume 1963, 74 no. 382; M. Kwapiński 1999, 86 
no. 765; J. Kneisel 2012b, pl. 96:B1.

Klonowo Dolne (fmr. Nieder Klanau), Przywidz Commune, 
Gdańsk County, POM

Grave 2, urn: one rider, two horses (?).
References: R. Schindler 1939, fig. 2; J. Kneisel 2012a,

fig. 179:PL 394.
Krosinko (fmr. Klein Krössin), Tychowo Commune,

Białogard County, ZPM
Urn: three pairs of horses with carts.
References: O. Kunkel 1939, 290–291; M. Kwapiński 1999, 

95–96 no. 851; J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 171:PL 479.
Lubiszewo Tczewskie (fmr. Liebschau), Tczew Commune 

and County, POM
Urn I: horse led by the bridle.
References: H. Conwentz 1894, 201–203, pl. IV:2;

M. Kwapiński 1999, 101–102 no. 927.
Łomczewo (fmr. Lümzow), Okonek Commune, Złotów

County, WKP
Grave: uncertain information on an urn with representation 

of a horse and cart.
References: A. Kokowski 2011, 144, 262.
Malentyn (fmr. Mallentin), Pruszcz Gdański Commune, 

Gdańsk County, POM



189

Andrzej Kokowski, The Oldest Graphic Representation of a Horse...

Grave 3, urn 1: one rider; urn 2: one rider.
References: W. La Baume 1928, fig. 2, pl. 6:6; M. Kwapiński 

1999, 111–112 no. 1044; J. Kneisel 2012b, pl. 103:B1.2.
Mierzym (fmr. Mersin), Świeszyno Commune, Koszalin

County, ZPM
Urn lid: one rider.
References: J. Bing 1919, 223; M. Kwapiński 1995, 365.
Morzewo, Kaczory Commune, Piła County, WKP
Grave, urn 1: one horse (?), one rider.
References: E. Naumowiczówna, A. Malinowski 1965,

fig. 4:5; A. Kwapiński 2007, 63 no. 2521.
Niestępowo 3, Żukowo Commune, Kartuzy County, POM
Grave 1, fragment of an urn: one horses with a cart.
References: J. Szwed 1967, 246, pl. I:a, II:a; M. Kwapiński 

1995, 365.
Obozin 4 (fmr. Locken), Skarszewy Commune, Starogard 

Gdański County, POM
Urn: one horse led by the bridle.
References: W. La Baume 1928, pl. 6:2; 14; M. Kwapiński 

1999, 128 no. 1268.
Olszanowo (fmr. Elsenau), Rzeczenica Commune, Człuchów 

County, POM
Urn: two horses with a cart.
References: A. Voss 1878; J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 172:PL 177.
Note: in M. Kwapiński (1999, 128) erroneously as Garsk 6 

(fmr. Elsenau), Czarne Commune.
Osieki Słupskie 1 (fmr. Wusseken), Sianów Commune,

Koszalin County, ZPM
Fragment of an urn: harnessed horse.
References: H. Conwentz 1894, 195–196 ; W. La Baume 

1928, pl. 13; M. Kwapiński 1995, 365; 1999, 131 no. 1304.
Osowo (fmr. Espenhagen vel Aspenau vel Ossowo), Lipka 

Commune, Złotów County, WKP
Urn: more than one rider, more than one horse.
References: A. Kokowski 2011, 268.
Ostróżki (fmr. Ostroschken), Kolbudy Górne Commune, 

Gdańsk County, POM
Urn (1): one rider, two horses?; urn (2): one rider.
References: Amtl. Ber. XXVIII, 1907 (1908), fig. 13, 14;

M. Kwapiński 1999, 132 no. 1323, 133 no. 1329;
J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 179:PL 691.

Parsęcko (fmr. Persanzig), Szczecinek Commune
and County, ZPM

Urn: one rider.
References: F. W. Kasiski 1881, 72, pl. IV:72.73;

M. Kwapiński 1999, 134–135 no 1346.
Płonica 1, Człuchów Commune and County, POM
Fragment of an urn: two horses with a cart.
References: I. Skrzypek 1976, fig. 10:f; M. Kwapiński 1995, 

365; 1999, 137 no. 1373; J. Kneisel 2012a,
fig. 172:PL 1669.

Płosków (fmr. Lindebuden), Sośno Commune, Sępólno
Krajeńskie County, KPM

Grave, urn: one rider; two horses with a cart.
References: H. Conwentz 1894, 206–207, pl. XXIX:10;

M. Kwapiński 1999, 138 no. 1378; J. Kneisel 2012a,
fig. 172:PL 529.

Pruszcz Gdański (fmr. Praust), Pruszcz Gdański Commune, 
Gdańsk County, POM

Urn: one rider.
References: W. La Baume 1932, fig. 5:a; M. Kwapiński 1999, 

147 no. 1504, pl. CL.
Przyjaźń 1 (fmr. Lichtenfeld [Rheinfeld-Lichtenfeld]),

Żukowo Commune, Kartuzy County, POM
Urn: one horse.
References: H. Conwentz 1894, 194–195, tabl. III:1; W. La 

Baume 1928, pl. 11; M. Kwapiński 1999, 147 no. 1508.
Reda 2 (fmr. Rheda), Reda Commune, Wejherowo County, 

POM
Urn: horse led by the bridle.
References: W. La Baume 1963, fig. 869; M. Kwapiński 

1999, 150–151 no. 1546.
Rzadkowo, Kaczory Commune, Piła County, WKP
Urn: one rider, three horses.
References: J. Kostrzewski 1936b, 54–55, fig. 1, 2;
A. Kwapiński 2007, 89 no. 2675; J. Kneisel 2012a,

fig. 179:PL 1718.
Sadłowo, Rypin Commune and County, KPM
Urn: “engraved figures of animals” – horses (?).
References: A. Kwapiński 2007, 90.
Sąpolno (fmr. Sampohl), Przechlewo Commune, Człuchów 

County, POM
Urn lid: one rider.
References: W. La Baume 1963, fig. 923; M. Kwapiński 

1999, 156 no. 1612.
Siedlimowo, Jeziora Wielkie Commune, Mogilno County, 

KPM
Urn: one rider.
References: B. Erzepki, J. Kostrzewski 1914, pl. LII:1;

M. Kwapiński 1995, 365; A. Kwapiński 2007, 93 no. 
2700, pl. LVII.

Sochaczew-Trojanów 1, Sochaczew Commune and County, 
Mazowieckie Province

Grave 201, urn: one rider.
References: H. Różańska 1968; M. Kwapiński 1995, 365;

A. Kwapiński 2007, 96, pl. LIX.
Sopot (fmr. Hochwasser), Sopot Commune and County, 

POM
Urn: one rider.
References: W. La Baume 1928, fig. 3; M. Kwapiński 1995, 

364; M. Kwapiński 1999. 162 no. 1699.
Note: in M. Kwapiński 1995 erroneously as Czapielsk 

(fmr. Königlich Czapielken), Kolbudy Górne Commune, 
Gdańsk County.

Stachowo (fmr. Stachswalde), Miastko Commune, Bytów 
County, POM

Urn: one rider (?).
References: H.-J. Eggers, G. Giesen 1939, 39, map 3;

M. Kwapiński 1995, 365.
Starogard Gdański (fmr. Preußisch Stargard), the area

of fmr. Kreis Preußisch Stargard, POM
Urn: one horse.
References: Amtl. Ber. XX, 1899 (1900), fig. 17.
Starogard Gdański 1, Starogard Gdański County, POM
Urn: three riders.
References: J. Kmieciński 1954; M. Kwapiński 1995, 365; 

1999, 166; T. Janiak 2002; J. Kneisel 2012a,
fig. 178:PL 1076.
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Staw (fmr. Staffelde), Lubiszyn Commune, Gorzów
Wielkopolski County, Lubuskie Province

Urn: one horse (?).
References: Album Berlin 1880, pl. 22; M. Kwapiński 1995, 

365.
Stawnica 2, Złotów Commune and County, WKP
Grave 1, urn: one rider; grave 12, urn: one horse led 

by the bridle.
References: R. Lachowiczowa, F. J. Lachowicz 1966,

fig. 4, 14; M. Kwapiński 1999, 167 no. 1760, 1763,
pl. CLXXVI; J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 170; 2012b, pl. 141:A.

Sypniewo (fmr. Zippnow), Więcbork Commune, Sępólno 
Krajeńskie County, KPM

Urn: two horses (?).
References: A. Kokowski 2011, 292–293, fig. 262.
Szczepanowo, Dąbrowa Commune, Mogilno County, WKP
Grave from 1942, urn: two horses (?).
References: T. Wiślański 1978, fig. 19:8; A. Kwapiński 

2007, 101–102 no. 2760, pl. LXIV.
Toninek 1, Sośno Commune, Sępólno County, KPM
Grave 2, urn: 14 horses (?); grave, urn: one rider; fragment 

of an urn: two horses.
References: C. Potemski 1978a, 44–46, fig. 5; A. Kwapiński 

2007, 105 no. 2780, 106 no. 2785, 2789, pl. LXVII, LXIX; 
J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 178:PL 1615.1620; 2012b, pl. 145:C1.

Trzebiatkowa 1 (fmr. Radensfelde), Tuchomie Commune, 
Bytów County, POM

Urn: two horses (?).
References: W. Petsch 1936; M. Kwapiński 1999, 181

no. 1919.
Trzepowo (fmr. Strippau), Przywidz Commune, Gdańsk

County, POM
Urn: one horse (?).
References: W. La Baume 1928, pl. 15; M. Kwapiński 1999, 

182 no. 1921.
Wałdowo (fmr. Waldow), Miastko Commune, Bytów

County, POM
Grave 11, urn: one rider, one horse (?).
References: M. Kwapiński 1999, 186 no. 1969.
Wielowiczek II (fmr. Klein Wöllwitz), Sośno Commune,

Sępólno Krajeńskie County, KPM

Urn: one horse (?).
References: A. Kokowski 2011, 310–311, fig. 278.
Wierzchucino (fmr. Wierschutzin), Krokowa Commune, 

Puck County, POM
Urn: one horse (?).
References: H. Conwentz 1894, 295, pl. III:2; M. Kwapiń-

ski 1999, 188–189 no. 2002.
Witkowo (fmr. Wittkau), Kamień Krajeński Commune,

Sępólno Krajeńskie County, KPM
Gave I, urn: two horses with a cart, one rider.
References: G. von Hirschfeld 1879; M. Kwapiński 1999, 

190 no. 2014; J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 172:PL 1222.
Wymysłowo, Krobia Commune, Gostyń County, WKP
Grave 109, urn: two horses in a yoke (?), one rider.
References: L. J. Łuka 1948, fig. 17:a.b; M. Kwapiński 2002, 

fig. 2; A. Kwapiński 2007, 129–130 no. 2927, pl. LXXVI;
J. Kneisel 2012a, fig. 179:PL 1258.

Zakrzewek (fmr. Zakrzewke), Więcbork Commune,
Sępólno County, KPM

Grave, urn: one horse led by the bridle.
References: Amtl. Ber. XVI, 1895 (1896), fig. 14, 15;

M. Kwapiński 1999, 192 no. 2040.
Zwartowo 2 (fmr. Schwartow), Choczewo Commune, 

Lębork County, POM
Urn: one horse.
References: A. Voss 1895; M. Kwapiński 1999, 196–197

no. 2087.
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vessel horse rider horse with 
a cart

horse led 
by a bridle uncertain

1 Gródek on the Bug 1 4

2a Stobnica 1 4

2b Stobnica 1 7

3 Biernatki 1 3

4a Biskupin 1 4+

4b Biskupin 1 6+

5 Błotnica 1 3

6 Głogów 1 4

Table 1. List of types and number of images of horses on individual vessels: 1 – Neolithic; 2 – Bronze Age; 3–17 – Lusatian Culture; 
18–83 – Pomeranian Culture.
Tab. 1. Zestawienie rodzajów i liczby wyobrażeń koni na poszczególnych naczyniach: 1 – neolit; 2 – epoka brązu; 3–17 – kultura łużycka; 
18–83 – kultura pomorska.
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vessel horse rider horse with 
a cart

horse led 
by a bridle uncertain

7 Klimontów 1 5

8 Kluczewo 1 4

9a Kluczewo / Zaborowo 1 1

9b Kluczewo / Zaborowo 1 1

10 Książno 1 1

11 Łazy 1 8

12 Osetno 1 1

13 Siekówko 1 5

14 Sobiejuchy 1 2 2

15 Węgorza 1 1

16 Wilanowiec 1 6

17 Włostowo 1 1

18 Biernatka 1 2 4

19a Borucino 1 2 2

19b Borucino 1 1

20a Bukowiec 1 2 2

20b Bukowiec 1 2

21 Bydgoszcz 1 1 1

22 Chłapowo 1 2

23 Darżlubie 1 1 2

24 Dąbrówka Nowa 1 1

25a Debrzno-Wieś 1 2

25b Debrzno-Wieś 1 3

25c Debrzno-Wieś 1 2 1

26 Duża Cerkwica 1 1+ +

27 Dźwierszno Małe 1 1

28 Elganowo 1 1 2

29a Gdańsk-Jasień 1 1 2

29b Gdańsk-Jasień 1 1

30 Gdańsk-Kiełpino Górne 1 1

31 Gdynia-Oksywie 1 1

32a Gdynia-Redłowo 1 1

32b Gdynia-Redłowo 1 1

32c Gdynia-Redłowo 1 1

32d Gdynia-Redłowo 1 1

33 Glincz 1 1 2

34 Górzna 1 2

35 Grabowo 1 2

36 Huta 1 1

37a Jabłówko 1 1

37b Jabłówko 1 1

38 Józefowo 1 1

39 Kalisz 1 3

40 Kamierowo 1 1

41 Karczemki 1 1

42 Kierwałd 1 1

43 Klonowo Dolne 1 1 2

44 Krosinko 1 6
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vessel horse rider horse with 
a cart

horse led 
by a bridle uncertain

45 Lubiszewo Tczewskie 1 1

46 Łomczewo 1 1+ +

47a Malentyn 1 1

47b Malentyn 1 1

48 Mierzym 1 1

49 Morzewo 1 1 1

50 Niestępowo 1 1

51 Obozin 1 1

52 Olszanowo 1 2

53 Osieki Słupskie 1 1

54 Osowo 1 1+ 1+

55a Ostróżki 1 1 2

55b Ostróżki 1 1

56 Parsęcko 1 1

57 Płonica 1 2

58 Płosków 1 1 2

59 Pruszcz Gdański 1 1

60 Przyjaźń 1 1

61 Reda 1 1

62 Rzadkowo 1 3 1

63 Sadłowo 1 1+

64 Sąpolno 1 1

65 Siedlimowo 1 1

66 Sochaczew-Trojanów 1 1

67 Czapielsk 1 1

68 Stachowo 1 1

69a Starogard Gdański 1 1

69b Starogard Gdański 1 3

70 Staw 1 1

71a Stawnica 1 1

71b Stawnica 1 1

72 Sypniewo 1 2

73 Szczepanowo 1 2

74a Toninek 1 14?

74b Toninek 1 1

74c Toninek 1 2

75 Trzebiatkowa 1 2

76 Trzepowo 1 1

77 Wałdowo 1 1 1

78 Wielowiczek 1 1

79 Wierzchucino 1 1

80 Witkowo 1 1 2

81 Wymysłowo 1 2 1

82 Zakrzewek 1 1

83 Zwartowo 1 1

101 56 75 33 8 55

227
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Najstarsze wyobrażenie konia 
na wschodzie Europy Środkowej

Streszczenie

Ryte wyobrażenie konia na glinianym naczyniu kultury pucharów lej-
kowatych z Gródka nad Bugiem można uznać za najstarszy wizerunek 
tego zwierzęcia we wschodniej części Europy Środkowej (Ryc. 1–4). 
Jego wykonawca mógł inspirować się wizerunkami zwierząt na na-
czyniach kultury Cucuteni-Tripolie.

Stylizowane wyobrażenie konia pojawiało się też na naczyniach 
w epoce brązu, ale najczęściej występuje we wczesnej epoce żelaza. 
Zestawiono tu 227 takich wyobrażeń, z czego 55 uznano za dyskusyjne 
(Katalog, Tab. 1). Kilkanaście dalszych pochodzi z okresu rzymskiego. 
Dla wszystkich wspólna jest uproszczona stylistyka, niezmienna od 
neolitu.


