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Abstract

Nowadays, there are a lot of dangers, not only those related to the military. Particular
attention should be paid to the threat of guerrilla activity. Therefore, the aim of this
article is to indicate the essence of contemporary guerrilla operations in conflicts, and
their methods of operation that allow them to achieve their goals. It was also assumed
that the modern crisis response operations, and especially COIN (counterinsurgency)
operations, constitute a comprehensive approach to counteracting guerrilla activity.
This article uses theoretical methods. Using the analysis and synthesis of materials and
studies, the most important conclusions were pointed out.

The leading role in prevention insurgency activities lies with the United Nations, the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization and their crisis response operations. In the Strate-
gic Concept NATO 2010 specialists are putting more attention to conducting counter-
insurgency operations (COIN). COIN operations are nowadays the most comprehen-
sive tool for combating guerrilla activity, which mainly hits the civilian population. The
concepts of using the assumptions of anti-Partisan operations should be implemented
on a full scale, including in the armed forces of the Republic of Poland.

Particular attention should be paid to the threat of the guerrilla activity in conflicts.
These problems are complex and they deal with many aspects (social, economic, cul-
tural, political and many others). Moreover the partisans activities are irregular and
they are often targeted at civilians. This article indicates the methods and techniques
used by insurgents in the fight against the state / government. Reference has also been
made to the activities that inhibit their activity - complex counterinsurgency opera-
tions.

Keywords: defense, insurgency, counterinsurgency operations (COIN), modern war-
fare, irregular warfare
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1. The idea of modern insurgent
activities

Many conflicts and crises are character-
ized by a high degree of irregularity. Insur-
gent activities use the methods and forms of
irregular combat to achieve the goals. The
phenomenon of globalization and universal
access to information means that the insur-
gents can also use the latest technology to
fight. Nowadays, it is very important to gain
and develop the ability of COIN, which
should be taken from the past experience of
counterinsurgency, and also from the pres-
ence of coalition forces in Afghanistan, oper-
ating in the first four years of the war (2002—
2006). From the analyzes of insurgency ac-
tivities in this country are relevant. It ap-
peared that the main objectives of their at-
tacks are primarily the structure of the state
and the civilian population then — attacks on
the intervening forces (Jones, S.G. (2008).
p. 53, Denysiuk, I. (2015). Ewaluacja..., p.
173, Marszalek, M., Denysiuk, I. (2011). Kon-
cepcja..., pp- 28-37).

Guerrilla activities are defined as orga-
nized, often ideologically motivated actions
taken by irregular groups whose aim is to
change the political balance of power in the
region or to prevent such change. On the
other hand, insurgent actions focus on the
abuse or violence of civilians. Such actions
are part of irregular activity which is defined
as the use or threat of using force by an ir-
regular groups. Often irregular activities are
ideologically or criminally (under the influ-
ence of warlords) motivated to do or not to
do something. That is a challenge for the
management of their rebellion against the
legitimate authority (AJP 3-4.4. (2011). p. 2-
15.).

Currently, experts point out the close
connections between rebellion and terror-
ism and criminal activities. Any rebellion
creates favorable conditions for terrorist and
criminal groups. The environment is in fact
unstable, weakened, often characterized by a
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large submission of society. However, insur-
gents seek ways and terrorist methods to
support the achievement of their assumed
objectives.

Such complex activities of an irregular
character threaten all aspects of society,
from the political and economic to legal and
organizational functioning of the authorities
and government state (AJP 3-4.4. (2011). p.
2-16). There are possibilities that guerillas
could have endless influence on civilians. On
the other hand, three main capabilities
should be noted, which are used in their
fight. They are mentioned in detail in the Al-
lied Counterinsurgency Operations Doctrine
AJP 3-4.4 as: intellectual, physical and
moral (AJP 3-4.4. (2011). pp. 2-17—-2-19).

The intellectual abilities of guerrilla
groups means developing their own doctrine
of action, based on the Islamic law, religious
or traditional customs. It is also important
for these groups to recruit their followers
who will be ready to practice their assump-
tions recorded in the doctrine. It cannot be
excluded that the intellectual manifestation
of insurgents activities is based on the past
experience, not only their own actions, but
also those which are today the basis of clas-
sical ideas of irregular actions, and other re-
sources available on the web even if they are
interpreted by the strategy of NATO and
other organizations and states (USA) (AJP 3-
4.4. (2011). p. 2-17).

This aspect of insurgent activities is also
reflected in the creative use of information
and informative technology to achieve more
extensive knowledge. The guerrillas, by us-
ing contemporary technology, refer to the in-
struments of propaganda by controlling be-
havior of local community. They undermine
the legitimacy of local authorities and pene-
trate other countries in search of external
support for their activities among groups of
emigrants. The key element of these activi-
ties is to appeal to a common cultural circle
and ideology.

The another group of capability — de-
fined as physical, is the most primitive way,
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but is the most popular and simple in prac-
tice. The activity of insurgent groups is gen-
erally unable to overcome the force of their
opponents and therefore, they use asymmet-
ric methods. The groups of insurgents take
the enemy by surprise at a critical time and
place, gaining advantage over not only tacti-
cally but also mentally. The guerrillas do not
look for ways of winning in direct combat.
Their long-term strategy is such that they
can just survive and cause the greatest loss
for their opponents.

Physical abilities give the largest range
of possibilities and they are closely interre-
lated with each other, so you can distinguish
among them:

— Mental interaction — which is a special
tool of fighting between weaker and
a stronger, sometimes with the use of
primitive techniques. Mental interaction
causes not only physical destruction, but
it also intensifies panic. Insurgents
choose their targets in the urban envi-
ronments, and focuses on the civilian
population. They expect to win renown
in the media.

— Formal and informal methods of finan-
cial supporting their actions — consti-
tute the power of the guerrilla move-
ment all over the world and obtain the
support of charitable organizations,
non-governmental and private spon-
sors, as well as business people.

— Structuralization — creating a vast crim-
inal network which will join not only the
rebels, but also terrorists and activists
together, not necessarily taking the form
of a hierarchical relationship. This indi-
cates that they are independent, and
highly mobile, which ensures their ano-
nymity. The insurgent groups, particu-
larly those operating in an urban envi-
ronment, have the opportunity to influ-
ence on the local community, providing
them with protection, financial, logisti-
cal and mental support.

The last group of insurgent abilities is
their motivational techniques often by using
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measures of social persuasion and/or con-
trolling both the civilian population and in-
dividual citizens. The motivation is a com-
plex process, but usually refers to the cul-
tural context. The rebels promise society
physical, material and spiritual safety in re-
turn for their subordination to them. The in-
surgents proclaim the need for change in the
status quo of the state, by offering their own
alternative government. The motivation the
community takes different forms, which re-
bel groups want to keep in a state of instabil-
ity and injustice to increase dependency and
subordination of the civilian population.
Currently, the rebels operate in Afghanistan,
Iraq and African countries where so-called
civil wars take place. Partisan activities are
also visible in contemporary internal crises,
including in Syria and Ukraine.

2. Insurgent activities and strate-
gies of action

To achieve their goals, insurgents need
an ability which was described in the first
section of this article. In addition, experts
point out that the insurgents use the follow-
ing five instruments described as:

— violence (violent actions may take differ-
ent forms, including military action, ter-
rorism and riots),

— national and international propaganda,

— social support for a society,

— social and political activism,

— international relations (cooperation
with other terrorist groups and other ac-
tors) (AJP 3-4.4. (2011). Annex B, p. B-
1).

Today, insurgents have developed dif-
ferent methods to achieve their goals. These
methods take the form of well-established
strategies now. In Annex B, experts empha-
size that insurgents used following strategic
models of their activities. That could be dis-
tinguished as:
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— conspiratorial,

— military-focused,

— urban approach,

— protracted popular warfare,

— identity-focused,

— composite and alliances (AJP 3-4.4.

(2011). Annex A, pp. A-1-A-6).

The number and variety of these strategies
emphasize a complex and comprehensive
approach to insurgent activities (Smith,
M.L.R., Jones, D.M. (2015). p. 1424—1425).

Firstly — the conspiratorial approach —
involves a rebellion and the situation, in
which a few leaders or militants are trying to
take over control of government structures.
Normally, such insurgents stay in secret for
as long as possible and they emerge as soon
as their success is almost at hand. The con-
spiratorial approach is usually created with a
small and secretive group of forces.

The military-focused approach tries to
create revolutionary possibilities of achiev-
ing their goals. By applying military force,
insurgents try to fight for independence or
secession. Normally, they can use conven-
tional forces. In the complex environment of
operations, they try to employ armed ele-
ments to support their seize power. This sup-
port can be created with urban or/and rural
society. The authors of AJP 3.4.4. say that
"this approach was applied in the 60s and
70s and it is currently used in some parts of
Sub-Saharan Africa" (AJP 3-4.4. (2011). An-
nex A, p. A-1).

The next — urban approach — is focused
on urban terrorism as a long-term activity
which is taken by small and independent
groups that do not need the support of the
common people. This creates that counter-
ing them is very difficult. However, insur-
gents can gain popular support in certain
times and areas, especially when there is a
close relationship with religion, family or so-
cial groups. In urban society, the activities of
insurgents and their impact on a population
can be more effective.

The protected popular warfare is an ap-
proach of insurgents, where decisive combat

is intentionally avoided. The main goal in
this strategy is seizing political power in a
given region. The examples of this approach
are those found in the Republic of China or
Vietnam in the 20th century. For example,
Mao Zedong created a theory of war which
contained a civil-military approach. The
complex Mao Zedong's strategy included
three phases: latent strategic defensive, stra-
tegic balance and strategic offensive.

The identity-focused approach is created
on the basis of common identity of clan,
tribe, religious or/and ethnic structure. It
should be very strongly noted that this ap-
proach is most popular among contempo-
rary insurgents. The operations conducted
by them would be in the future based on the
civil-military actions, more civil — less mili-
tary. It is very important to get public sup-
port, and this is the easiest way to build it
just referring to common values.

The composite strategy is the most ex-
tensive operation strategy which can be used
by insurgents. Nowadays, insurgents use dif-
ferent ways and methods. They know that
the best strategy is to take advantage of the
moment. These also rely on experiences, not
only their own. This approaches assume that
there can be many different groups with
competing interests in the operational envi-
ronment.

Contemporary insurgent groups look for
ways to maximize its survivability and to es-
tablish their own influences in a given state.
This is very complicated for counterinsur-
gency operations. Both the soldiers and the
experts (also NATO planners) must under-
stand this type of insurgent strategy to win.
Victory must be based on the analysis of all
the factors (Marszalek, M. (ed.). (2013). Zin-
tegrowany..., p. 42, Denysiuk I., 2015. pp.
85-106).

Today, insurgencies develop very com-
plex scenarios of actions. There are many ac-
tors in the operations environment. It is very
hard to clearly separate the two opposing
sites: insurgents and forces of opposition. It
is crucial that all sites in operation are not
uniformed. It is not also easy to distinguish
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them from others: "among these actors are
militias, warlords, organized crime, drug
dealers, private security companies,
NGOs[!], the media, multinational compa-
nies, and foreign countries with strategic in-
terestsin the area" (AJP 3-4.4. (2011). Annex
A, p. A-6).

The nature of contemporary insurgen-
cies is complex. The experts emphasize that
different groups of insurgents, also in differ-
ent countries, can cooperate. There is the
possibility of insurgents sharing their expe-
riences. Fighters can take part in other wars.
They can also train each other or only give
logistic or financial support. It can be stated
that today’s insurgencies are characterized
by an ability to adapt their strategies and
rules of action to contemporary challenges of
war.

The threats posed by new insurgencies
affect countries, which are stricken by the re-
bellion and other (third) countries. Summa-
rizing, it should be emphasized that there are
many types of insurgencies which have dif-
ferent strategies and forms. Modern insur-
gency is the result of globalization (Jackson,
P. (2019), pp. 1-3). Nowadays, insurgents
use a new technology like the GPS. They of-
ten take a sort of terrorism actions or use
tools to impact on society, for example prop-
aganda. They have connections with crimi-
nal groups which support their actions in fi-
nancial and ideological ways. The most com-
fortable environment for their operations is
in the urban area.

We can also name the main motivation
methods which are used by insurgents (AJP
3-4.4. (2011). Annex C, pp. C-1—-C-2):

— persuasion,

— coercion,

— provoking disproportionate reaction,
— foreign support,

— apolitical motivation.

! Non-Governmental Organizations — added by author
(1.D.).
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These motivation methods are the main
reasons why insurgent movements are not
seen as criminal.

3. Modern counterinsurgency
operations

The counterinsurgency action theory
has been developed since the mid-twentieth
century and its main representatives are:
David Galula and Roger Tringier. The strat-
egists have created the foundation of coun-
terinsurgency operations based on their own
experience gained during the war in Algeria.
The study highlights the general assump-
tions of counterinsurgency operations and
their history. Such operations were con-
ducted, among others, in Indochina, Vi-
etnam (Galula, D. (2006). Trinquier, R.
(2006)).

The form of actions which could effec-
tively counter the activities of the rebels are
the operations against insurgents (COIN —
counterinsurgency operations) as a process
to respond to crises and conflicts outside the
NATO treaty area. This form of fighting
counter guerrilla groups, known as "opera-
tion other than a war", is therefore desirable.

Counterinsurgency operations are a rel-
atively new tool, particularly in comparison
with the older guerilla warfare, are used in
non-military activities. The irregular actions
are already well established in theory and
practice. However, the counterinsurgency
operations (COIN) are still developing. It is
therefore important to develop the ability of
COIN, which is now emphasized in the New
Strategic Concept For the Defense and Secu-
rity of The Members of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization — “Active Engagement,
Modern Defense”.
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As already mentioned, "New Strategic
Concept ..." experts said that to be more ef-
fective across the spectrum of emergency re-
sponse activities, we should develop abilities
such as military abilities required to conduct
expeditionary operations, with particular
emphasis on counterinsurgency operations,
stabilization operations and reconstruction
operations (Active Engagement, Modern
Defence. (2010), point 25). On the other
hand, the U.S. Army Gen. George W. Casey
Jr. said, that the armed forces of this country
need the ability of counterinsurgency opera-
tions, containing of both offensive, defensive
and stability actions (Caramone, J. (2010)).
Taking into account the activity guerrillas, it
is considered that COIN operations should
be used and applied in practice not only op-
tional, as one of many possibilities, but they
must become an element of necessary ac-
tions.

Counterinsurgency operations (COIN) is
separated from a set of military operations
different from war implemented the stabili-
zation phase, which should be understood as
complex, multi-functional and multi-faceted
projects, including both military operations
conducted by coalition forces targeted
against guerrillas and the process of state-
building to support and help people (Ucko,
D.H. (2009)). COIN includes psychological
and information operations, intelligence and
support to the local community (Marszalek,
M., Denysiuk, I. (2013). Elementy..., pp. 12—
16).

Counterinsurgency operations are
aimed at all hostile groups in any state where
they are needed. In the records of the "De-
partment of Defense Dictionary of Military
and Associated Terms" COIN is military,
paramilitary, political, economic, psycholog-
ical action taken against insurgents (AJP 1-
02. (2001). p. 105). COIN operations are
comprehensive civilian and military efforts
covering a wide range of activities from
fighting with guerrillas to ensure security of

2 It is the process of Security Sector Reform (SSR).

the civilian population (Read more: Ruff-

Stahl, H.J. (2015). pp. 137—-148).

The essence of COIN operations is con-
nected by joint effort of the host countries,
international agencies, different other or-
ganizations and forces of coalition (JP 3-24.
(2009). p. X). It is also pointed out today
that victory in war is largely based on the
work with the local community, recognizing
indigenous government and its security
forces (if any). It is a critical value for the
success of COIN (Jones, S.G. (2008), pp. 7—
25, Denysiuk, I. (2015), pp. 207-210). The
suppression of acting guerrillas depends on
the preparation and modernization of the
armed forces of intervening. The success will
be depend on understanding the nature of
local conflicts, the community's needs and
the ability of guerrillas. The key to success in
the fight against the insurgency is coopera-
tion with society that knows the area of op-
erations, knows the clans, and is able to
move in the environment of operation. The
local society can contribute to the activities
of the coalition partners by providing them
with relevant information, including the lo-
cation of shelters and trails the guerrillas
(Marszalek, M. (ed.). (2013). p. 11, Denysiuk,
L. (2015), pp. 89—93).

The fundamental strategy of COIN gives
assistance in maintaining the legitimate au-
thority and minimizes attacks of guerrilla
groups, mainly by trying to isolate those
groups, and thus reduces the possibility of
impacting them. The COIN effort can repel
enemy attacks through the development of a
defense system of the failed state (Mar-
szalek, M., Denysiuk, 1. (2013). Elementy...,
pp. 17-19).2

Counterinsurgency operations act on
two levels:

— political — as an attempt to reach a peace
agreement, assuming that the dispute
was created at the level of ideological
and cultural, or from a sense of injustice,
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— and military — the use of force to enforce
the desired behavior. Hence, there is

a real need for cooperation on these two

levels (Marszalek, M., Denysiuk, I.

(2011). Koncepcja..., p .13, Galula, D.

(2017). p. 17).

There is a claim that COIN operations
depend on: the simultaneous conducting of-
fensive operations (against guerrillas, for ex-
ample, to take control of at least one area
which was previously controlled by the guer-
rillas), defense (protecting the civilian popu-
lation, which manifests itself in taking con-
trol in major population centers) and stabili-
zation.

There are different theories of COIN op-
erations: today recognized as historic meth-
ods: carrot and stick, fight for the hearts and
minds and transformation (Marszalek, M.,
Denysiuk, I. (2011). Koncepcja..., p. 13). The
first refers to the correct choice of the system
of rewards and punishments, which in prac-
tice are applied to manipulate a population.
The second i way leads to gaining the confi-
dence of the civilian population. The third is
the most extensive approach to COIN, in-
cluding the practical implementation of such
projects as: the transformation of political
and economic, and building a better future.

However, the new solutions to prevent
insurgent actions are sought today. The na-
ture of guerrilla warfare, which had been
many times emphasizing, is difficult and
complex. Therefore, the planned approach
to COIN operations should include synchro-
nized, multi-faceted activities, including
civil-military cooperation, based on a foun-
dation of information and psychological op-
erations (JP 3-24. (2009). p. X-1).

A fundamental role of COIN operations
is their information operations. They are ad-
dressed to two audiences: civilian and insur-
gents. Society is informed of the need to
demonstrate their support for an operation.
The aim is to increase awareness of the pop-
ulation that the coalition forces (U.S. forces)
are conducting activities directed exclusively
against the rebels (partisans). The messages

sent to the rebels urges them to stop irregu-
lar activities.

The existence of many methods to
achieve success in COIN operations was as-
sumed, wherein these methods are not mu-
tually exclusive and may be used simultane-
ously. The only criterion for selecting spe-
cific strategies for COIN operations is the de-
gree of its adequacy to the needs and condi-
tions in the area of operations. It is necessary
to conduct an interview in the local commu-
nity and select the appropriate strategy.
Nowadays, there are three main strategies of
counterinsurgency operations:

1 clear-hold-build,

2 combined action,

3 limited support (JP 3-24. (2009). pp.
X-2-X-14, The U.S. Army and Marine
Corps Counterinsurgency Field Manual.
(2007). p. 174, Marszalek, M. Denysiuk, I.
(2011). Koncepcja..., pp. 92—103).

The correct choice of strategy is imple-
mented at the level of the operational plan-
ning process. It was pointed out that effec-
tive planning COIN operations requires a fo-
cus on both combat and non-combat activi-
ties. It is also important to distinguish the
goals of both personal (detection and elimi-
nation the guerrillas) and non-personal (de-
tection hiding places, Information opera-
tions).

Choosing the right strategy for COIN op-
erations is based on the level of operations
planning. Operational goals are set accord-
ingly for each field of COIN operations, ac-
cording to the so-called logical lines of oper-
ations (LLO) and at every level of activity.
Both planning and management of the COIN
operation is very complex and requires the
involvement of many resources, ranging
from intelligence activities, obtaining infor-
mation (also HUMINT) about the enemyj, its
leaders, commanders, external support, ba-
ses, finances, media and local authorities.
(degree of rule of law, democratization, de-
velopment of security forces and basic gov-
ernment institutions and agencies, degree of
provision of relevant services to society, de-
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gree of economic development). All these el-
ements combine the operations environ-
ment and information operations as the
foundation of all COIN projects. The success
of COIN is largely based on the use of strate-
gic communication tools, including psycho-
logical operations (PSYOP), information ac-
tivities (I0s), in the form of action counter -
ideology, counter-sanctuary, counter — mo-
tivation of partisans or propaganda. In order
to combat insurgent actions, one must un-
derstand the values of their ideology or reli-
gion. In addition, COIN efforts must under-
stand the environment and culture of insur-
gent movements. This allows us to success-
fully carry out activities under such opera-
tions as: counteracting radical ideology, mo-
tivating partisans, also motivated by reli-
gion. For the purposes of the COIN opera-
tion, key recipients, leaders, and authorities
are identified in order to know who to reach
with information. In COIN operations, the
world should be viewed from a local perspec-
tive. Comprehensive efforts made by a group
of specialists, the media, finance, business
and other consultants, including psycholo-
gists, are key. (Paul, Ch., Clarke, C.P., Grill,
B. (2010). pp. 56—57, Denysiuk, 1. (2014)).
In current forms of conducting military
operations, including COIN, disinformation
is extremely important (both propaganda
and so-called fake news - although so far
there are no reliable research results indicat-
ing the long-term effectiveness of their use).
(Swierczak, M. (2018). p. 210).
Disinformation is an extremely complex
method of operational work, which is a way
of influencing the current or potential oppo-
nent, enemy special services or specific
groups or social strata in foreign states, but
sometimes also one’s own country. It is a de-
liberate transfer of false information to the
opponent, using means and methods of op-
erational work in order to mislead him and
obtain planned results that are beneficial for
him (Polmar, N., Allen, T.B. (2000). p. 151.,
Lewandowski, H. (2000). p. 81-82.).

COIN strategies should be designed to
protect the population against insurgent vi-
olence as well as strengthen the legitimacy
and potential of government institutions.
Therefore, since 2000 in COIN operations,
the leading role has been played by groups of
theoreticians and practitioners who, with
their work, support the success of COIN op-
erations based on information they obtain
from civil sources (HUMINT) or through in-
telligence (SIGINT).

4. Summary

Nowadays, it is very important to gain
and develop the ability of COIN. Many con-
flicts and crises are characterized by a high
degree of irregularity. Today, the insurgents
have developed different methods to achieve
their goals. These methods have taken the
form of well-established strategies. The
number and variety of these strategies em-
phasize a complex and comprehensive ap-
proach to insurgent activities.

Contemporary insurgent groups look for
ways to maximize their survivability and to
achieve their own influences on the state.
This is very complicated for counterinsur-
gency operations.

COIN operations are comprehensive ci-
vilian and military efforts covering a wide
range of activities from fight with guerrillas
to ensure security of the civilian population.
The success of COIN will be depend on un-
derstanding the nature of local conflicts, the
community's needs and the ability of guerril-
las. The key to success in the fight against the
insurgency is a cooperation with society that
knows the area of operations, knows the
clans, and is able to move in the environ-
ment of operation. It existence of many
methods to achieve success in COIN opera-
tions was assumed. There are three main
strategies of counterinsurgency operations:
clear-hold-build, combined action, limited
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support. The correct choice of strategy is im-
plemented at the level of the operational
planning process.

The suggestions contained in this article

have helped us to formulate following con-
clusions:

the internal conflicts, especially ethnic,
religious and national, will become more
frequent;
those conflicts will be dominated by the
rebels who are using irregular forms of
fights;
civilians are and they will be the most af-
fected group;
it is possible to react to these conflicts by
NATO forces, the United Nations and
coalitions of states;
it is important to train the armed forces
and adjust their ability to adapt to the ir-
regular nature of threats;
the most crucial matter is civilians sup-
port (fight for the hearts and minds) so
that it will benefit them, not the rebels;
counterinsurgency operations reduce
the terrorism.

In addition, we have noted that:
an appropriate way of responding are
counterinsurgency operations, which in-
clude civil-military cooperation rather
than military operations;
the reaction should take place in many
areas, not only military but political, so-
cial and economic as well;
the training system of forces should be
expanded, also in the Polish Armed
Forces;
the civilians’ participation in the opera-
tions should be taken into account;
these changes must be considered dur-
ing the planning stage of COIN opera-
tions;
an important element on which COIN
operations are based are information
operations, psychological ops and other
operations as part of strategic communi-
cation.

In summary, we have to control the counter-
insurgency actions in a methodical way, not
just intuitively.
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