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ABSTRACT

The aim of the paper is to present funeral customs of communities that inhabited the
Carpathian foothills of Vistula and San rivers basins at the Final Neolithic and the Early
Bronze Age representing Corded Ware and Mierzanowice cultures in the light of new
chronometric data. These radiocarbon data were obtained for barrows at site 3 in Srednia,
Przemysl district and Jawczyce, Wieliczka district site 1, mound 2. According to conduct-
ed investigations the earliest barrows in this region can be dated to the beginning of the
29'" century BC. Then in the younger phase of the Corded Ware culture the exploitation
of existing mound continued so subsequent graves were dug into the embankment. This
burial rite lasted until the turn of the 24™ and 23" centuries BC so can be synchronised
with the presence of niche graves to the north of Carpathian foothills. Afterwards during
the Early Bronze Age starting at the 22™ century BC communities of the Mierzanowice
culture also chose existing mounds as a place to bury their dead. Therefore one can con-
clude that in funeral rites of the Corded Ware and Mierzanowice cultures groups in the
Carpathian foothills the barrow as the burial place of their ancestors played the main role.
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The Final Neolithic burial mounds were erected in the upper parts of the Car-
pathian foothills of Vistula and San rivers basins. The emergence and re-use
of most of them should be associated with the penetration of these areas by
communities of the Corded Ware culture in the 3™ millennium BC. Through-
out the vast area of Europe occupied by the Corded Ware culture there are
evident changes in the funeral rite compared to previous customs. They are
manifested by the dominance of single graves where the arrangement of dead
and inventories emphasis the sex of buried individuals. These rules are strictly
followed and they apply to both the shape of features and the ornamentation
of vessels (Vander Linden 2007, 182, 183). These changes are consistent with
the entire system of transformation and connection that has spread across
Europe and the Middle East, leading to the creation of powerful local units
(Rowlands 1980, 151; Shennan 1986).

Excavations that have been conducted on barrows last years and the
obtained new chronometric data allow to think about the mound as a place
of special importance for communities of the Final Neolithic and the Early
Bronze Age of not only funeral but also ceremonial importance. Particular
attention should be paid on the repeatedly utilise barrows at site 3 in Srednia,
Przemys$l district in the Dynéw Foothills (Jarosz 2002) and in Jawczyce, site
1, barrow 2 (Zoll-Adamikowa, Niznik 1963) for which new radiocarbon data
were obtained (Fig. 1)".

Barrow at site 3 in Srednia is located at the one of the main humps of
the Dynéw Foothills and it is a part of a chain formed by barrows stretching
from Tuligtéw to Wola Wegierska (Jarosz 2002; Fig. 1; 2018, 143, Fig: 2b). The
analysed mound 2 was a multi-phase structure, and features discovered under
the mound and in its embankment are arranged in a clear stratigraphic sys-
tem (Fig. 2). The embankment was erected above the centrally placed burial
pit (No. 3), which was dug into the virgin soil (Fig. 3: 1). Its bottom was at the
depth of about 100 cm from the highest point of the barrow and an axe made
of silica marl was discovered in it (Fig. 3: 3).

Remains of the deceased were not preserved due to the nature of the local
soil. Similar tools have analogies in the materials of the Corded Ware culture
and are known among others from grave 56 at site 6 in Szczytna, Jarostaw
district (Hozer et al. 2017, Fig. 32: 5, 6) and loose finds e.g. Werbkowice, Hru-
bieszéw district (Libera 2016, 483, Fig. 1: 1). The radiocarbon date of this grave

1 The analyses were carried out as part of the research project 2016/20/S/HS3/00307.
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FIG. 1. Grave sites of the Corded Ware and Mierzanowice cultures in the Carpathian
Foothills (prepared by P. Jarosz)

a — Corded Ware culture; b — Mierzanowice culture; ¢ — barrow grave; d - grave dug into the
mound; e - flat grave; f - unspecified grave

1 — Wieliczka, site Kozi Rozek; 2 — Jawczyce, site 1; 3 — Dobczyce, site 1; 4 — Roznowice;
5 — Bierowka, site 1; 6 — Krajowice, site 5; 7 — Niepla, site 14; 8 — Krosno-Korczyna, site 16;
9 - Siedliska; 10 - Dylagéwka, site 19; 11 — Tarnawka, site 1; 12 - Hucisko Nienadowskie, site 2;
13 — Skopow, site 15; 14 — Wola Wegierska, site 3; 15 - Srednia, site 3; 16 — Srednia, site 4

1-3 — Wieliczka district; 4 — Gorlice district; 5-7 - Jasto district; 8 — Krosno district; 9, 10 — Rze-
szOw district; 11 — Lancut district; 12, 13, 15, 16 — Przemysl district; 14 - Jarostaw district

(Fig. 3: 2) that was performed for charcoal is 4050 * 35 BP (Poz-9454) and after
calibration, can be referred to the years 2627-2492 (68% probability; Jarosz,
Wiodarczak 2007). The grave had a wooden construction, most likely in the
form of a chest and was oriented along the W-E line (Figs. 2; 3: 1). It was dam-
aged by a trench containing most likely two burials stacked above each other
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FIG.2. Srednia, Przemysl district, site 3, barrow 2. Arrangement of graves (acc Jarosz 2002)

(graves 1, 1a; Figs. 2; 4: 1, 4). Both graves were oriented with the longer axis
along the N-S line. The bottom of grave 1 (lower) was at depth of about 115 cm
from the top of the mound, i.e. about 15 cm below the bottom of the central
pit. Its equipment was placed in the southern part and contained a beaker and
an axe made of silica marl (Fig. 4: 2, 3). Within the boundaries of the same
trench there was another burial, marked as 1a (upper), containing a slender
amphora placed in its northern part (Fig. 4: 5). The bottom of this grave was
approximately 15 cm above the bottom of the feature 1 (95 cm deep), which is
approximately at the level of the central pit. Placing graves 1 and 1a into the
mound probably took place probably in a short period and marks the second
phase of this ceremonial place e.g. existing barrow utilisation. The undeco-
rated beaker discovered in grave 1 refers to type IV according to J. Machnik
classification (1966) and is similar to beakers decorated with cord incisions
dated to the younger phase of the Corded Ware culture development such as
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FIG. 3. Srednia, Przemysl district, site 3, barrow 2. 1 - reconstruction of the first phase
of the barrow’s utilisation (performed by K. Rosinska-Balik); 2 - calibration graph of
radiocarbon dating from central grave; 3 — axe from central grave (acc Jarosz 2002)

Mirocin, site 27, features 273 and 363 (Machnik et al. 2019, 60, 79, Figs. 33: 2;
46), Swiete, site 11, grave 863A and 1149A (Olszewski, Wtodarczak 2018, 24, Fig.
14: 1; 37, Fig. 26: 1), site 15, grave 405A (Janczewski et al. 2018, 104, Fig. 9: 4) and
from graves located in Brzezinki (now Wola Wielka), Lubaczéw district, bar-
row 3, grave 2 and Lukawica, Lubaczéw district, barrow K - the central grave
(Machnik 1966, tab. XXI: 1c, XXIV: 2a). Linking such beakers with the young-
er phase of this culture development is confirmed by the dating obtained for
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FIG. 4. Srednia, Przemysl district, site 3, barrow 2. 1 - reconstruction of the grave 1
localisation (performed by K. Rosinska-Balik); 2, 3 — vessel and axe from the grave 1 (acc
Jarosz 2002); 4 — reconstruction of the grave 1a localization (performed by K. Rosinska-
Balik); 5 - vessel from the grave 1a (acc Jarosz 2002)

the grave 1149A that is 3925 + 35 BP (Poz-90884), which after calibration can
be referred to the years 2473-2348 BC (68.2% probability). Similarly, a small
axe made of silica marl occurs in the Final Neolithic niche graves: e.g. Swiete,
site 11, grave 814 and 1290D (Olszewski, Wlodarczak 2018, 20, Fig. 11: 4, 46;
Fig. 34: 4). Analogical to the amphora from grave 1 vessels are also dated to
the younger phase of the Corded Ware culture. They were found in niche
graves from Wierszczyca, site 1, grave 1 (Machnik et al. 2009, 141, Fig. 111: 1)
where a herringbone decorated pot was also discovered and from Lubcze, site
25, barrow 2, graves 3 and 4 (Machnik et al. 2009, 69, Fig. 50: 6; 72, Fig. 52: 2).
The above-mentioned analogies allow to combine burials 1 and 1a with the
period when niche graves spread in the loess areas of the Vistula, Bug and San
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river basins, i.e. in the Malopolska Upland, in the western part of the Lublin
Upland (Naleczéw Plateau), Rzeszow Foothills and Sokal Ridge (Machnik et
al. 2009; Wlodarczak 2006; 2018; Jarosz 2016).

The subsequent phase of utilisation of this funeral complex in Srednia
was the location of grave 4 into south-eastern part of the mound. This feature
slightly damaged graves 1 and 3. It was the deepest pit in the mound, its flat
bottom was at the depth of 160 cm from the highest point of the mound and
its filling was clearly visible within the mound embankment (starting from
the depth of approx. 70 cm). The grave pit was oval in shape, 220 x 110 cm in
size, oriented along SW-NE axis. Its filling was formed by two layers - light
and dark gray. The darker one rectangular in shape occupied the central part
of the pit and the lighter one surrounded it (Fig. 5: 1, 2). For the layer of char-
coal discovered at the bottom of the grave, the 14C date was obtained, that
is 3940 + 35 BP (P0z-126326), i.e. with a probability of 64.4% can be referred
to the years 2476-2347 BC (Fig. 5: 3). Such dating indicates the possibility of
linking the feature with the Corded Ware culture occupation (cf. Jarosz 2002,
15). The digging of graves into the central part of the mounds by members of
the Corded Ware culture is known from Bieréwka, Jaslo district, barrow B,
grave 4a (Gancarski, Machnikowie 1990, 105, Fig. 7), Lesné, Michalovce, dis-
trict, barrow 1 and 3 (Budinsky-Kricka 1967, 307-311), Kulczyce Szlacheckie,
Sambor district, barrow 5 (“in the forest”), Komarow, Halicz district, bar-
row 18, Buhléw, Lanowice district, barrow 1 (graves 1 and 2 - Sulimirski 1968,
plan 43: A), Klimkowce over Zbrucz (Jarosz, Machnik 2000, 123, Fig. 10). The
above-mentioned features were mainly oriented along the N-S or NW-SE axis,
i.e. similarly to graves 1, 1a and 4. It should be also stress that in contrast to
the loess areas of the upper Vistula and San river basins in the Carpathian
foothills, communities of the Corded Ware culture did not establish ceme-
teries but inhumed their dead in graves covered by mounds. In this area, no
graves with a niche construction were discovered (Jarosz 2011; see Przemysl,
site 81 wrongly located in the Przemysl Foothills; see Wlodarczak 2018, 189).
This makes this area comparable to the funeral customs observed in the On-
dava Upland and uplands of the right Dniester river basin (see, among others,
Jarosz 2011).

The last phase of this mound utilisation as a ceremonial place should be
associated with the Early Bronze Age and communities of the Mierzanowice
culture. Near the centre of the mound this time from the west side, grave 2
was dug in (Fig. 6: 1). Its bottom was at the depth of 70 cm, i.e. still within
the mound embankment. The complete outline of this feature could not be
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FIG. 5. Srednia, Przemysl district, site 3, barrow 2, grave 4. 1 - localisation of the grave in
the barrow (performed by K. Rosinska-Balik); 2 - plan of the grave at the depth 130 cm
(photo by P. Jarosz); 3 - calibration graph of radiocarbon dating

determined, but its longer axis was certainly oriented approximately along
N-S axis. In its northern part there were two vessels, a cup and an amphora
(Fig. 6: 2, 3). For the wood tar deposited inside the cup a radiocarbon dating
3755 + 35 BP (P0z-91859) was obtained, which after calibration can be referred
to the years 2206-2056 BC (60.7% probability; Figs. 6: 4; 7). The vessel, decorat-
ed on the neck with three zones of a double Z-cord incisions can be classified
as type A according to S. Kadrow and J. Machnik schema (1997, Fig. 73). Cups
decorated only on the neck with a zonal ornament of a double cord are found
mainly in the early Mierzanowice culture (Kadrow, Machnik 1997, 37, Fig. 12).
Similarly ornamented vessels were discovered in graves in Dniester river ba-
sin, incl. Kotokolin, Rohatyn district, barrow 3, grave 1, Czyzykow, Pustomyty
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FIG. 6. Srednia, Przemysél district, site 3, barrow 2, grave 2. 1 - localisation of the grave
in the barrow (performed by K. Rosinska-Balik); 2, 3 — vessels from the grave (acc Jarosz
2002); 4 — calibration graph of radiocarbon dating

district (Sulimirski 1968, Fig. 12: 10, Plate 6: 19). Moreover in the basin of the
upper Vistula and San rivers, such cups were found in graves, incl. Jakuszow-
ice, Kazimierza Wielka district, site 2, grave 1253 (Jarosz, Szczepanek 2019,
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FIG.7.Srednia, Przemys$l district, site 3, barrow 2. Radiocarbon dates obtained from graves

284, Fig. 4: 1), Krakow-Nowa Huta, site Kopiec Wandy, grave 11 and 13 (Ha-
chulska-Ledwos 1967, Tab. I: 3, 9), Kietrz, Glubczyce district (Leczycki 1982,
Fig. 2: 2), Grzybowie, Staszow district (Garbacz 2006, 320, Fig. 17: 3), Stara-
chowice-Wierzbnik, Starachowice district (Sawicka 1922-1924, 296, Fig. 1) and
Lubcze, Tomaszéw Lubelski district (Machnik et al. 2009, 103, Fig. 75: 1). The
shape of amphora that was discovered together with the cup is rarely recorded
in the grave inventories of the early Mierzanowice culture. A similar but more
slender vessel was discovered in grave 271 at site 27 in Mirocin, and for this
burial a radiocarbon date 3670 * 35 BP was obtained, which after calibration
can be referred to the years 2132-1981 BC (Jarosz, Mazurek 2020, 81, tab. 4) so
it can be more precise associated with the younger section of the early phase
of the Mierzanowice culture.

In consequence of the lack of human remains, one cannot obtain addi-
tional information about possible genetic connections between the people
who chose this mound as the place of burial. Therefore, it will be not possible
to verify the hypothesis assuming the possibility of re-use the burial mounds
by successive generations descending from a common ancestor. Thus it lasts
only a special place with not clearly define role in the local community which
is usually determine as sacrum.

Another multi-phase mound was barrow 2 in Jawczyce, site 1 located in
the Wieliczka Foothills (Zoll-Adamikowa, Niznik 1963). The embankment, as
it was in the case of the burial mound in Srednia, was erected over the grave of
arepresentative of the Corded Ware culture. This central pit was oval in shape,
270 X 140 c¢m in size and oriented along the W-E line, dug into a virgin soil to
a depth of 60-100 cm. Around its border, traces of a wooden structure in the
kind of the house of the dead was discovered (Fig. 8: 1). The bottom of the grave
was uneven and in the deepest, central part the skeleton of a 50-60-years old
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male (Senilis) was found. The anatomical arrangement of the remains was not
preserved. No grave goods were found near the skeleton, only 10 cm below it
there was a retouched blade (Fig. 8: 3). The date of 4050 * 35 BP (Poz-9454) was
obtained for the bones of the burial, which after calibration can be referred to
the years 2626-2491 BC (68% probability; Jarosz, Wlodarczak 2007, 73), which
is comparable to the dating obtained for the central grave from the previously
presented burial mound 2 in Srednia, site 3 (Fig. 8: 4). Then, in the central part
of this mound, to the west of the Corded Ware culture grave, a feature orient-
ed along the E-W axis was dug in (Fig. 8: 1, 2). At its bottom, which was about
70 cm below the central grave a skeleton of a male aged 40-50 (Maturus) was
found. He was placed on his right side, head to the west and hands near the
face. The burial equipment was made of copper earings located at the temples
of the deceased (Fig. 8: 4, 5). A radiocarbon dating 3590 + 35 BP (Poz-115251)
was obtained for human bones, which after calibration can be referred to the
years 1977-1896 BC (62.7% probability), i.e. to the end of the classical phase and
the beginning of the late phase of the Mierzanowice culture (Fig. 8: 6-8). The
orientation of the burial pit and the arrangement of human remains is typ-
ical for graves of the late phase of the Mierzanowice culture, e.g. Iwanowice,
Krakow district, Babia Gora site (Kadrow, Machnikowie 1992, Fig. 34).

The presented features fit into the pattern of funeral rites typical for
communities of the Corded Ware and Mierzanowice cultures which in the
Carpathian foothills in the Vistula and San rivers basin buried their dead
under barrows (Machnik 1978; 1998; 2001; Jarosz 2011). An exception to this
rule is the grave of the Corded Ware culture from Dobczyce, Wieliczka dis-
trict, located on the slope of the hill slanted towards the Raba river (Bu-
ratynski, Kowalski 1981, 135, Fig. 1). The current state of investigation con-
ducted in the Carpathians, in the upper Vistula and San basins, allows to
conclude that clear grave finds of the Corded Ware culture are located in the
area of the Wieliczka, Dynéw and Strzyzéw Foothills. Whereas traces of the
presence of the Mierzanowice culture in the form of its inhabitants graves in
the Carpathian Mountains are a few and usually limited to the graves dug in
the older barrows known from the Wieliczka Foothills (Jawczyce) and Dy-
néw Foothills (Srednia). There is also an example of a burial mound erected
over the grave of a member of the Mierzanowice culture. This barrow 11,
discovered in 2017, comes from the same cemetery in Jawczyce where the
described above mound 2 was located. The burial equipment included flint
arrowheads, a copper earrings and faience beads (Jarosz, Libera 2020). The
radiocarbon date of 3580 * 35 BP (Poz-101091) was obtained for charcoal that
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FIG. 8. Jawczyce, Wieliczka district, site 1, barrow 2. 1 - plan of the central part of the
barrow; 2 — the barrow cross-section (drawing by K. Rosinska-Balik); 3 — artefact from
grave 1 (acc Zoll-Adamikowa, Niznik 1963); 4, 5 — artefact from grave 2 (drawing by J.
026g); 6 - calibration graph of radiocarbon dating from grave 1; 7 — calibration graph of
radiocarbon dating from grave 2; 8 - radiocarbon dates obtained from graves
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was found at the bottom of the grave, which, after calibration, is 1974-1888
BC (68.2% probability), comparable to the dating for grave 2 from barrow 2
in Jawczyce.

Comparing the radiocarbon signatures obtained for graves from the pre-
sented barrows, one can observe the intensity and time limits of these ceremo-
nial places utilisation as barrow foundation. In the case of both mounds, their
erection can be determined at the end of the first half of the third millennium
BC that is around 2600-2500 BC. Then at the beginning of the second half of
the third millennium BC communities of the Corded Ware culture dug three
graves into the mound 2 in Srednia. The following grave placed in this mound
during the Early Bronze Age, most probably in the 22™ century BC. Based on
radiocarbon datings, it can be concluded that the mound in Srednia was used
for funeral purposes at the turn of the Final Neolithic and the Early Bronze
Age periodically for about 300-400 years (Fig. 9: 1). In the case of the barrow 2
in Jawczyce, the grave of the Mierzanowice culture was dug in about 600-700
years later, at the beginning of the 2" millennium BC (Fig. 9: 2).

The distribution of barrows in the cultural landscape indicates that
mounds of individuals of the Corded Ware culture played the role of centres
in settlement microregions, which, due to their location in exposed places,
established a kind of landmark during the seasonal migrations of people
(Machnik 2004, 138). It is also worth to stress that in pastoral and semi-no-
madic communities where kin systems in social structure are dominant the
erection of the monumental form of burial could emphasize the role and
status of the buried individuals (Kadrow 2001, 154, 155). The leading position
of men in these cultures is underlined by the male type of grave equipment
- warrior one (Kadrow 2001, 165). The monumental form of the funeral ar-
rangement and the furnishing of graves probably emphasized the position
of the buried individual in local communities, also providing information
about elements of the social structure. The selection of the burial place for
inhabitants of the Corded Ware culture was determined by their siting — gen-
erally at the upper part of the local elevation or, like the later inhabitants
of the Mierzanowice culture, the existing mound - sacrum - admirable for
a burial of an important individual. According to Thomas (1987, 423), the
digging of graves into the existing embankments should be justified by social
and ideological changes so it was meant to “distort the ‘message’ of the older
site, and thus support the claims to authorise a new social order”. A single
example from Jawczyce indicates that the inhabitants of the Mierzanowice
culture also raised mounds that as in this case were part of a larger mound
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FI1G. 9. The comparison of radiocarbon dating obtained for graves from barrows Srednia,

Przemysl district, site 3, barrow 2 (1) and Jawczyce, Wieliczka district, site 1, barrow 2 (2)
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complex. Probably an additional factor to maintain the funeral behaviour
were belief systems.

On the basis of the obtained radiocarbon dating, it seems that the earli-
est penetration of the Corded Ware culture communities in the Carpathian
foothills can be dated to the beginning of the 29" century BC, although the
charcoal dating for the barrow 1 in the Srednia may indicate a slightly earlier
period (Jarosz 2011; Wlodarczak 2018, 188-190, Figs. 6, 7, Tab. 8). The erection
of barrows for selected individuals continues throughout the whole period of
development of this culture (see Machnik 2001; Jarosz 2011; Wlodarczak 2018).
The youngest dating for this culture relates to the turn of the XXIV* and
XXIII" centuries BC (Krajowice, Jasto district - Jarosz 2011, Tab. 6; Wlodarczak
2018). According to the obtained radiocarbon dating for the grave 4 dug into
the barrow in Srednia, it was identified that after half of the III"* millennium
BC, in the area of the Carpathians, communities of the Corded Ware culture,
together with mounds erection, dug their dead into older mounds. In the Car-
pathian foothills, no niche graves typical for this period of the Corded Ware
culture development have been discovered so far. Such graves were often rec-
ognised in the close vicinity of mounds in other areas (e.g. Gabultow, Kazimi-
erza Wielka district — Gorski, Jarosz 2006; Lubcze, Wierszczyca, Tomaszow
Lubelski district - Machnik et al. 2009) and in the loess areas of the upper
Vistula and upper Bug river basins appear in the 26'" century BC (Wlodarczak
2006; 2016; 2018; Machnik et al. 2009; Jarosz 2016).

Funerary finds related to the presence of the Mierzanowice culture in-
habitants in this area are extremely rare. This contrasts sharply with remains
of intensive settlement known from the loess areas adjacent to them from the
north localised in the southern part of the Sandomierz Basin, where small
clusters of graves were discovered in Bochnia Foothills - Lysokanie, site 8 (Jo-
zwiak, Rozen 2006, 727, 728, Figs. 3-6) and Targowisko, sites 14-15, Wieliczka
district (Czerniak et al. 2006, 543, 549, Fig. 18; 735, Fig. 19) and in Rzeszow
Foothills - Rozborz, site 42, Przeworsk district (Jarosz et al. 2013; Jarosz, Ma-
zurek 2020, 91-94). There are also known individual graves, e.g. in Lipnik,
Przeworsk district (Kaflinska 2001) and Mirocin, Przeworsk district, site 27,
features 214 and 271 (Jarosz, Mazurek 2020, 49-53).

Radiocarbon signatures obtained for tar deposit inside the cup from
grave 2 in Srednia, refers to the XXII"! BC (cf. Jarosz 2011, 268, Fig. 7). The fu-
nerary complex contained, as mentioned above, an amphora, which in terms
of both the form and technology (ceramic fabrics) is related to the Corded
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Ware culture. This may, with the approval of the dating for the barrow in Kra-
jowice, Jarostaw district — 3840 + 80 BP (Gd-6009), indicate that the Corded
Ware culture continued in the Carpathian foothills at least until the turn of
the XXIII and XXII centuries BC (Fig. 10). On the other hand, on the basis of
dating obtained for niche graves of this culture from the upper Vistula and
San basin (Wtodarczak 2018; Linderholm et al. 2020) and settlement features
of the Mierzanowice culture from Rzeszéw Foothills: Dobkowice, Jarostaw
district, sites 37 and 39 (Jarosz et al. 2018) and Mirocin, Przeworsk district,

OxCal v4.4.3 Bronk Ramsey (2021); r:5 Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2020)
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FIG. 10. Radiocarbon dates obtained from graves of Corded Ware and Mierzanowice
culture from Carpathian Foothills; a — barrow grave; b - grave dug into the mound;
¢ - time border between datings of Corded Ware and Mierzanowice culture
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sites 24, 25 and 27 (Jarosz, Mazurek 2020) indicates the rise of the latter one in
the Carpathian foreland around 2300 BC. The acquisition of the Early Bronze
Age elements into the area of the Carpathians could be supressed due to the
presence there communities cultivating earlier Corded Ware traditions, prob-
ably connected with the preferred type of economy.

As mentioned before, graves of the Mierzanowice culture, dug into em-
bankments of older mounds and tombs, are typical mainly for early phases
of this culture development. Such examples are known from the basin of
the upper Bug, e.g. Lubcze, site 25, barrow 2, grave 1 (Machnik, Baginska,
Koman 2009, 64, Fig. 47) and Dniester, e.g. Kulczyce (Sulimirski 1968), but
also in the Malopolska Upland - Grzybdw, Staszéw district (Garbacz 2006,
319, 320). Into the mound 2 in Jawczyce at the beginning of the 2™ mil-
lenium BC, a grave was dug, which, based on obtained 14C dates, can be
synchronized with the turn of the classical and late phases of the Mier-
zanowice culture. In the Malopolska Upland, e.g. Iwanowice, Babia Gora
(Kadrow, Machnikowie 1992) it is the time of large cemeteries emergence
but also development of small necropolises located near the earlier barrows,
e.g. in Szczytna, Jarostaw district, site 5 (Hozer et al. 2017, Fig. 5), Nedezéw,
Tomaszéw Lubelski district, site 25 (Machnik et al. 2009, Figs. 103, 105). In
this time perspective, one should also mention the barrow funeral complex
found in Stryjow (Budziszewski et al. 2016) indicating a large variety of
forms of burial in the Early Bronze Age.

In funeral rites of the Corded Ware and Mierzanowice cultures groups
in the Carpathian foothills the barrow as the burial place of their ancestors
played the main role. It was treated as a kind of sacrum and during the devel-
opment of the Corded Ware culture, it became a desirable burial place for suc-
ceeding, selected members of the communities. This sepulchral tradition was
continued by inhabitants of the early (Srednia, site 3, barrow 2, grave 2) and
late phase (Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 2, grave 2) of the Mierzanowice culture. In
this last phase, there may be a renaissance of barrows erection (Jawczyce, site 1,
barrow 11), which is also indicated by single mounds from other regions e.g. in
Stryjow, Krasnystaw district (Budziszewski ef al. 2016), Lubcze, site 25 (Mach-
nik et al. 2009) and Rusilow, Busk district (Sulimirski 1968, Plate 8: 1). Possibly
a main factor contributing to the continuity and perhaps the revival of such
funeral behaviour in these areas in both cultural units was the belief system.
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