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There are people whose death is always premature. This 
is exactly the case of Przemysław Wiater who passed away 
merely several months after he had begun running the 
Karkonosze Museum in Jelenia Góra.

Przemysław Wiater PhD was a historian, an art historian, 
a museum curator, and an outstanding regionalist. Born in 
Cieplice, he studied at the University of Wrocław, first his-
tory, specializing in archivising, which he graduated from 
in 1983,1 and then art history (1987).2 Having graduated 
from university, he began working as a researcher for the 
Team for Technology Historic Monuments at the Faculty 
of Architecture at the Wrocław University of Science and 
Technology. He completed his doctoral studies at the School 
of Silesian Studies at the University of Wrocław in 1994, 
gaining his PhD in humanities (history).3  In 1994–2020, 
he worked as a certified curator at the Carl and Gerhart 
Hauptmann House in Szklarska Poręba, a branch of the 
Karkonosze Museum in Jelenia Góra. 

In 2000–2002, he served as the advisor to the Minister 
of Culture and National Heritage on the recovery of historic 
monuments as well as an expert of the Marshal of the Lower 
Silesian Voivodeship with respect to cultural institutions. As 
commissioned by the Marshal Office of the Lower Silesian 
Voivodeship he prepared the Museums in Lower Silesia 
Report.

Simultaneously, in 1996–2004, he chaired the ‘History’ 
Working Group of the Nisse-Nisa-Nysa Euroregion. Apart 
from representing Szklarska Poręba in the NYSA Euroregion, 
in 2009–2013, he worked as an expert at the Ministry of 
Regional Development for the assessment of the Phare CBC III 
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Poland-Saxony Programme with respect to culture; further-
more, as councillor he served in the Szklarska Poręba Council 
for several terms of office: 1999–2002, 2002–2006, 2006–
2010, 2010–2014, and 2018–2020.

Having launched his cooperation with the Higher School 
of Management in Legnica in 2008, he worked as lecturer 
at its Law Faculty, running the following courses: Legal and 
Organizational and Financial Aspects of the Operation of 
Cultural Institutions, Copyright and Multi-cultural Character 
of Lower Silesia. In 2015–2017, he was Dean of the Faculty 
of Law at the School. From 2008 onwards, he was mem-
ber of the Programme Council of the International Centre 
of Law and Management, also heading the ‘Questions of 
Multiculturalism of Lower Silesia in the Context of European 
Regionalism’ Research Team at the International Centre of 
Law and Management in Legnica. In 2017, he completed post-
graduate studies specializing in HR Management.4 In March 
2020, having won the competition, he became Director of the 
Karkonosze Museum in Jelenia Góra.

This brief CV demonstrates that Dr Przemysław Wiater’s 
interests focused on two issues: legal aspects of museum 
operations and history of the region. The director’s position 
he had been preparing himself for all his life was subdued 
to the idea of verifying the museum’s mission in preserving 
and disseminating the cultural legacy of Lower Silesia, par-
ticularly of the Jelenia Góra region.

Since it was regionalism that constituted the backbone of 
his research. Regionalism understood as extending knowl-
edge of the place you inhabit and as aiming at the region’s 
cultural integration based on the found multicultural heri-
tage of the borderland with superposed cultural contents im-
ported by post- WW II settlers. It is an extremely challenging 
task in the region populated by communities mixed culturally 
owing to resettlements and migration movements: the com-
munities which found the base of alien tangible and intan-
gible culture. Additionally, the culture that was for decades 
destroyed and discredited. Meanwhile, identifying the values 
of the whole heritage allows to shape social awareness and 
to use its potential to create new values. Such an approach 
teaches tolerance and understanding, it gives the sense of 
re-rooting. This serves as the grounds for the creation and 
development of local identity, emphasizing cultural properties 
of the region, its traditions and heritage, as well as cultural 
distinctness. The attachment to regional homeland usually 
translates into engagement of its inhabitants, emotionally and 
formally aiming at boosting its cultural autonomy, this usu-
ally yielding inspiration to the region’s development. At the 
same time, regionalism in a way responds to the nostalgy for 
a heimat, which stems from a reaction to globalism, unifica-
tion, cultural chaos, and relativism. 

It was this very idea that inspired the long-standing re-
search and popularizing activity of Przemysław Wiater. He 
authored dozens of publications addressing the history of 
the Karkonosze and Izera Mountains. In his groundbreaking 
monographs he presented the history and the unique aura of 
the region: the history of Szklarska Poręba,5 Walloon mineral 
and gem prospectors,6 old herbalists and laborants,7 history 
of glassworks,8 painters from St Luke’s Artists’ Association in 
Szklarska Poręba,9 or the figure and legend of the Spirit of 
the Mountains personifying the region’s genius loci. What 
has remained unfished is his publication dealing with the 

development of winter sports in the Karkonosze Mountains, 
though on regional portals many of his articles on the topic 
can be found. Publishing in Polish, Czech, and German, he co-
authored the translation from German of Carl Hauptmann’s 
Book of the Spirit of the Mountains10  and Gerhart Hauptmann 
and His Houses,11 as well as of poems by Carl and Gerhart 
Hauptmann. 

He was the first to undertake research into tangible and in-
tangible cultural heritage of Szklarska Poręba, the Karkonosze 
and the Izera Mountains. Having discovered the phenom-
enon of art colonies, characteristic of the period from the 
second half of the 19th century to the 1930s, he popular-
ized it and transferred to the present day reality. In 1998, he  
presented the ‘Here’ Exhibition; mounted in the Carl and 
Gerhart Hauptmann House in Szklarska Poręba,12 it dealt with 
the town’s contemporary artistic circles. Wiater instilled in his 
contemporaries the need to understand historical heritage 
and the urge to continue it.

An important element in Wiater’s career was the fact that 
he initiated and ran, as head of the Polish party (1997–2000), 
the Polish-German Project:  Wonderful Landscape. Imposante 
Landschaft. Artists and Art Colonies in the Karkonosze 
Mountains in the 20th Century.13 The result of those activi-
ties involving many Polish and German cultural institutions 
was the exhibition travelling through many towns of Lower 
Silesia and Germany as well as a publication bearing the same 
title, to-date being a compendium of knowledge on the phe-
nomenon of artists’ colonies in Szklarska Poręba, placing it 
within the category of similar phenomena in Europe at the 
turn of the 20th century and at present.

In 2005, at the instigation of Przemysław Wiater an interdis-
ciplinary New Mill Association. Art Colony bringing together 
artists, writers and culture animators as well as regionalists, 
popularizing culture of the region, its contemporary art, and 
promoting development of cultural tourism, was founded. 
That very year its cooperation with the well-known Polish 
art colony in Kazimierz Dolny was established. The New Mill 
Association. Art Colony and the Kazimierz Brotherhood of Arts 
cooperated already in 2006, as a result yielding exchange of 
experience and of exhibitions.14

Przemysław Wiater’s cooperation with German schol-
ars dealing with history of art colonies led to incorporat-
ing Szklarska Poręba, with the town’s authorities’ approval, 
into ‘euroArt’, a European Federation of Artists’ Colonies. As 
a result, artists from the Karkonosze and Izera Mountains 
participated in the international art exhibition in Belgian’s 
Tervuren.15 In 2013, in partnership with Berlin’s Fraenger 
Institut, the Vistula Region Museum in Kazimierz, and 
Zakopane’s Tatra Museum, a major project promoting Polish 
art colonies was presented at Worspwede, the most promi-
nent European colony sustaining the 19th- and 20th-century 
trend of alternative culture. It was Kunst- und Filmbiennale 
Worpswede 2013 / 2013 Worpswede Festival of Art and 
Film,16 coordinated by Przemysław Wiater on the Polish side. 
The Festival included Polish films thematically connected with 
the art of artists’ colonies, shows and panel discussions, as 
well as a display of historical art and of contemporary pieces 
executed by the artistic circles from Kazimierz Dolny, Szklarska 
Poręba, and Zakopane.

On 11–14 September 2014, Kazimierz Dolny hosted EFKA, 
the European Festival of Art Colonies. Next to the hosts, 
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the Festival was participated by representatives of Szklarska 
Poręba, Zakopane, Worpswede, and Krements. Apart from 
New Mill artists, the Karkonosze colony was represented 
by the Puppet Clinic Theatre from Wolimierz performing at 
the Kazimierz Dolny market square. The Festival had been 
preceded by the authorities of both towns signing an agree-
ment on cultural cooperation on 8 May 2014, the move initi-
ated by Przemysław Wiater.

The last activity of Przemysław Wiater in this field was the 
address he made at the annual international meeting of the 
Federation of Artists’ Colonies in Kazimierz Dolny in 2019; 
he presented the initiative to submit the proposal of making 
2022 the year of art colonies to the European Parliament. 
Regrettably, the COVID pandemic jeopardized these plans.

Having assumed his Director’s position at the Karkonosze 
Museum in Jelenia Góra on 17 March 2020, Przemysław 
Wiater held it until 17 November 2020: all throughout the 
COVID pandemic. He mounted an extensive display pro-
gramme of academic and educational character, popular-
izing the results of research into the history and heritage 
of the region. The core of it was to be epitomized in exhibi-
tions of the ‘In the Shadow of the Giant Mountains’ series,17 
the first element of which: the interdisciplinary Exhibition 
‘The Middle Ages. In the Shadow of the Giant Mountains’, 
has been planned for November 2021; it will be accom-
panied by seminars and numerous talks, museum classes,  
and workshops.

In the context of the mission of the museum conceived as 
the centre of regionalism and coordinator of the activity of in-
stitutions and associations, important actions of Przemysław 
Wiater encompassed his efforts to reintroduce knowledge 

of the region into schools’ and universities’ curriculum.  
At least here, in Lower Silesia, namely within the Jelenia Góra 
Voivodeship, the region boasting landscapes of exceptional 
beauty and extremely rich in cultural goods. He devoted all 
his life to working for residents to be proud of where they 
live, to appreciate the uniqueness of their heimat, to identify 
with it, and for them to acknowledge their historical heri-
tage as part of their own identity. A challenging task, to say 
the least, and maybe even mission impossible in this world 
chasing unification, however, this was exactly Przemysław’s 
nature: he loved tilting at windmills. And as it turns out, his 
tough battle was effective. 

He could talk for hours on end on the town at the foot of 
Szrenica and on its obliterated history. He would share his 
knowledge in a popular form, as fiction adventure stories, and 
he infected others with his passion, particularly young peo-
ple whom he provided with his support and inspiration. And 
now, resorting to this backbone those young people spread 
knowledge of the region with theatre, artistic and literary 
activities, cultural tourist trails, or actions on the borderline 
between history and art.

Thanks to his charisma and academic endeavours, how-
ever, also thanks to the state administration creating  
a respective legal and financial framework, a widespread re-
gional social movement represented by associations and so-
cieties active in the realm of broadly conceived culture has 
been developing. Przemysław Wiater initiated the foundation 
of the W. E. Peuckert Guild of the Sudety Mountains Guides 
and became its honorary member; furthermore, he was 
member of the Chapter of the Sudety Mountains Walloon 
Brotherhood, and cooperated with the Izera Mountains 
Society, serving also as a knight of the informal Society of 
the Evening Castle. Originator of the Izery Retro Run and the 
Flannel Rally, he initiated several tourist trails, e.g., he marked 

2. Taking part in a retro skiing competition, 2014

3. Promotion of the book Charmed by the Karkonosze Mountains, Carl and 
Gerhart Hauptmann House, Szklarska Poręba, July 2020
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out the cycling ‘artistic trail’ No. 13, while in 2009, the ‘Juliusz 
Naumowicz Walloon Trails’, having also co-authored the  
‘W. E. Peuckert Trail’ under preparation and the Polish-Czech 
‘Laborants’ Trail’. 

He was appreciated for all his accomplishments by soci-
ety, but also by the authorities, having received the ‘2003 
Izery Crystal’ for his activity in culture. In 2010, he was 
awarded a special prize by the Marshal of Lower Silesian 
Voivodeship for particular accomplishments in culture, while 
in 2012, the Woodwose Prize of the Jelenia Góra Starost, 
following which came the ‘Gloria Artis’ Medal in 2014, and 
the Bronze Cross of Merit two years later. In 2017, he was 

honoured with the title of the ‘Citizen of Merit to Szklarska 
Poręba’. What is more, Wiater also received the Władysław 
Krygowski Literary Prize for his book Laborants Visiting the 
Mountain Spirit in 2019. Currently, the residents and author-
ities of Szklarska Poręba are deciding which part of the town 
is going to bear the name of Przemysław Wiater.

The man who passed away on 17 November 2020 had al-
ways been cheerful, friendly, helpful. An invaluable expert 
in and promoter of the region, he was, first of a all, a Friend 
who left behind beautiful memories, friendly conversations, 
and knowledge he had always so joyfully shared with others.

Abstract: Przemysław Wiater PhD was a historian, art 
historian, museum curator, and a regionalist. In 1994–2020, 
he worked as a certified curator at the Carl and Gerhart 
Hauptmann House in Szklarska Poręba. In February 2020, he 
became Director of the Karkonosze Museum in Jelenia Góra. 
Furthermore, in 2008–2017, he ran courses at the Higher 
School of Management in Legnica. Committed to recovering 
historic monuments from Lower Silesia, he also served as 
a councillor for several terms of office in Szklarska Poręba, 
where he lived.

An outstanding regionalist, Wiater focused on inves-
tigating the history of Lower Silesia, particularly the 
Karkonosze and Izera Mountains. He was the first to un-
dertake research into the local tangible and non-tangible 
cultural heritage, popularizing it in publications describ-
ing the history of Szklarska Poręba, Walloon mineral and 
gem prospectors, old herbalists and laborants, history of 
glassworks, or the figure and legend of the Spirit of the 

Mountains. Having discovered the phenomenon of artistic 
colonies, he popularized it and adapted to harmonize with 
contemporary times.

His idea was to culturally integrate the region basing 
on historical cultural contents and the heritage imported 
by post-WW II settlers. Sharing his knowledge in a popu-
lar way, he infected others with his passion, particularly 
young people to whom he provided support and inspira-
tion. It was at his instigation that the W.E, Peuckert Guild of 
the Sudety Mountains Guides was formed; member of the 
Chapter of the Sudety Mountains Walloon Brotherhood, he 
was also the knight of the informal Society of the Evening 
Castle, additionally cooperating with the Izery Society. 
Originator of the Izery Retro Run and the Flannel Rally, he 
inspired the formation of several tourist routes, such as the 
‘Juliusz Naumonowicz Walloon Hiking Trail’, contributing 
to the creation of the ‘W.E. Peuckert Trail’ and the Polish-
-Czech ‘Laborants’ Trail’.

Keywords: Przemysław Wiater (1958–2020), culture, region, the Karkonosze Mountains, the Izera Mountains, art, mu-
seum, Szklarska Poręba, artistic colonies.
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