ANGLICA

An International Journal of English Studies

Special Issue: Enemy Aliens or Captive Allies?

30/3 2021

GUEST EDITOR
Donna Coates [dcoates@ucalgary.ca]

EDITORS
Marzena Sokotowska-Paryz [m.a.sokolowska-paryz@uw.edu.pl]
Anna Wojty$ [a.wojtys@uw.edu.pl]

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Silvia Bruti [silvia.bruti@unipi.it]
Lourdes Lopez Ropero [lourdes.lopez@ua.es]
Martin Loschnigg [martin.loeschnigg@uni-graz.at]
Jerzy Nykiel [jerzy.nykiel@uib.no]

ASSISTANT EDITORS
Magdalena Kizeweter [m.kizeweter@uw.edu.pl]
Dominika Lewandowska-Rodak [dominika.lewandowska@o2.pl]
Bartosz Lutostanski [b.lutostanski@uw.edu.pl]
Przemystaw Uscinski [przemek.u@hotmail.com]

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDITOR
Barry Keane [bkeane@uw.edu.pl]

ADVISORY BOARD

Michael Bilynsky, University of Lviv

Andrzej Bogustawski, University of Warsaw

Mirostawa Buchholtz, Nicolaus Copernicus University, Torun
Jan Cermék, Charles University, Prague

Edwin Duncan, Towson University

Jacek Fabiszak, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan
Elzbieta Foeller-Pituch, Northwestern University, Evanston-Chicago
Piotr Gasiorowski, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan
Keith Hanley, Lancaster University

Andrea Herrera, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs
Christopher Knight, University of Montana,

Marcin Krygier, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan
Krystyna Kujawinska-Courtney, University of Lodz

Brian Lowrey, Université de Picardie Jules Verne, Amiens
Zbigniew Mazur, Maria Curie-Sklodowska University, Lublin
Rafat Molencki, University of Silesia, Sosnowiec

John G. Newman, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
Jerzy Rubach, University of Iowa

Piotr Ruszkiewicz, Pedagogical University, Cracow

Hans Sauer, University of Munich

Krystyna Stamirowska, Jagiellonian University, Cracow
Merja Stenroos, University of Stavanger

Jeremy Tambling, University of Manchester

Peter de Voogd, University of Utrecht

Anna Walczuk, Jagiellonian University, Cracow

Jean Ward, University of Gdarisk

Jerzy Wetna, University of Warsaw

Florian Zappe, University of Gottingen

GUEST REVIEWERS

Jean Anderson, Te Herenga Waka / Victoria University of Wellington
Zbigniew Biatas, University of Silesia, Katowice

Z0é Druick, Simon Fraser University

Alison Fell, University of Leeds

Brigitte Johanna Glaser, University of Gottingen

Pawet Jedrzejko, University of Silesia, Katowice

Lars Jensen, Roskilde University

Barbara Klonowska, The John Paul I Catholic University of Lublin
Caroline Kogler, University of Miinster

David Malcolm, SWPS University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Warsaw
Josephine Park, University of Pennsylvania

Daniel Reynaud, Avondale College of Higher Education

Christina Spittel, University of New South Wales, Canberra

John Streamas, Washington State University

Precious Yamaguchi, University of South Oregon

Uwe Zagratzki, University of Szczecin




TABLE OF CONTENTS

PREFACE

Donna Coates . . . . . . . . . . . . e 5
INTRODUCTION

Daniel McKay . . . . . . . . . e 9
ARTICLES

Anna Branach-Kallas
From Colony to Camp, From Camp to Colony: First World War Captivity

in Ahmed Ben Mostapha, goumier by Mohammed Bencherif . . . .. ... . .. 25
Martin Loschnigg

Who Was He? Internment, Exile and Ambiguity in Norbert Gstrein’s

Novel Die englischen Jahre (The English Years) (1999) . . .. ... ... . ... 47
George Melnyk

A History of Contested Narratives: The National Film Board of Canada’s
Evolving Cinematic Treatment (1945-2018) of the Internment of Japanese
Canadians during World WarTwo . . . . . . . ... . . . . . ..........065

Nicholas Birns
At Peace Finally? Gene Oishi’s Fox Drum Bebop and the Last Memories of

Japanese American Internment Camps . . . . . . . . ... ... ... . 89
Gerhard Fischer
Enemy Aliens: Internment and the Homefront War in Australia, 1914-1920 . . . . 107

Riita Slapkauskaité
The He(A)rt of the Witness: Remembering Australian Prisoners of War
in Richard Flanagan’s The Narrow Road to the Deep North . . . . . .. ... . . 141

Janet M. Wilson
Offshore Detention in Australia: Behrouz Boochani’s No Friend but the
Mountains: Writing from Manus Prison (2018) . . . . ... ... .. .. ... 163



Anglica 30/3 2021

ISSN: 0860-5734

DOI: 10.7311/0860-5734.30.3.01
Donna Coates
@ https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7538-2187
University of Calgary

Preface

In the early 1980s, I was invited to produce a number of entries for Mel Hurtig’s
highly acclaimed 1988 edition of The Canadian Encyclopedia. Although delighted
to have the opportunity to enhance my knowledge of all-things Canadian, I was
utterly disheartened when my research on the Canadian-born novelist and poet Joy
Kogawa revealed that her prize-winning novel Obasan (1981), the first to trace
the expulsion and confinement of 21,000 Japanese Canadians from the West Coast
during World War Two, was also the first to inform me about the racial injustices
which occurred when the federal government stripped them of their property, exiled
them to remote areas of British Columbia, and then pressured them to accept mass
deportation after the war. Those who refused could not return to the province until
1949.

In 1988, the federal government officially apologized for its inhumane
treatment of Japanese Canadians who had been rendered prisoners in their own
country by offering redress payments of $21,000 to each survivor, and allocating
more than twelve million to community funds and human rights projects. That
apology sparked once again the question concerning how one of the most tragic set
of events in Canada’s history could possibly have escaped my attention. Nowhere
in my education, which included earning a Master’s Degree at a university located
in southern Alberta, the province within easy reach of British Columbia, which
many Japanese Canadians chose as their destination once the “second dispersal”
forced them to relocate at the end of the war and begin their lives yet again, did
the subject of internment materialize. My shameful ignorance was troubling and
led me thereafter not only to question why there was such a paucity of Canadian
prisoner-of-war literature, but also to the frequent teaching of Obasan, a remarkable
novel about a withdrawn school-teacher narrator who was a child when her family
was evacuated initially to an interior BC town, and then after the war to the beet
fields of southern Alberta. While I acknowledged in my brief account that while
the novel was clearly “a harsh indictment of the treatment of the Japanese,” I also
commented that Kogawa’s “lyrical prose” prevented it from becoming more than
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mere “bitter recrimination,” but remained a “moving, powerful, and truthful story
of human rejection and suffering” (1550).

Because the bulk of my research has been on Australian and Canadian
women’s war fictions, until recently, few prisoners-of-war accounts have captured
my attention. Quite suddenly, there has been a veritable “explosion” of prisoner-
of-war fictions published in the 21* century — and in the main by Australian women
writers, which prompted me to offer a graduate seminar on prisoner-of-war fiction,
but with the inclusion of the only Canadian works I am aware of: Obasan, as
well as Francis Itani’s Requiem (2011) and Kerri Sakamoto’s The Electrical
Field (1998), both set on the home front. Why so many Australian writers — with
Cory Taylor, Christine Piper, Anita Heiss, and Saskia Beudel each producing a
novel on the Japanese internments, and Vilma Watkins, Deborah Burrows, Goldie
Goldbloom, Joanne Carroll, Susan Temby, and Dale Turner each writing on the
Italian imprisonments — should have so clearly been “doing their bit” to point to
their country’s shocking acts of discrimination when Canadian writers have not,
remains a subject for another paper.

Had my academic career not screeched to a halt with the diagnosis of serious
health problems, I would have submitted a paper which examined the much-
overlooked memoirs by Betty Jeffrey (White Coolies, 1954), and Jessie Elizabeth
Simons (While History Passed, 1954), both of whom spent forty-two months in
prisoner-of-war camps, as well as Bruce Bedford’s film Paradise Road (1997) on
the role music played in helping women and their families survive horrendous
treatment. My goal in part was to emphasize that, as historian Christian Twomey
writes, we need to examine why civilians (particularly women and children) who
were themselves directly and adversely affected by war have continued to remain
peripheral to a national vision about war which maintains its concentration on
military service and its effects on individuals and their families (Australian’s
Forgotten Prisoners: Civilians Interned by the Japanese in World War Two,
2001). Thankfully, this journal continues to emphasize the multi-faced nature of
prisoner-of-war writing by incorporating women’s voices in fiction (Loschnigg)
and film (Melnyk). In each case, these works serve to demonstrate how, through
perseverance and solidarity, they manage to triumph over hardship and atrocity.

And finally, I wish to stress how much I appreciate the fine work the general
editor Marzena Sokotowska-Paryz has done, none of which should have fallen to
her, but when it did, she tackled it with much dedication, grace, and patience. My
thanks also go to Professor Dan McKay, who made the mistake of inviting me to
read his fabulous introduction to a work on prisoner-of-war writing, which I learned
about during a conference on Australian writing in Fairbanks, Alaska (2019). Even
before realizing [ would not be writing this introduction, I felt that, without question,
Daniel would do a far better job of producing it than I ever could. As a result, readers
will now benefit tremendously from the efforts of two superb scholars, whose joint
devotion to producing a very fine journal is more than evident.
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