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An important direction of studies of these processes relates to their conduct and performance at the local level. 
Particularly interesting is one aspect of Europeanization, involving the use of EU funds. The emergence of 

the ruling elite. Opening up new sources of funding has created a new instrument of power, has opened new 

aid funds. Referring to the concept of R. Merton, they can take a more local orientation or present the character-

European funds do not appear so in a vacuum, do not also create a completely new reality. Be implemented 

1

The processes of Europeanization taking place in Poland have got the impact on the various 

concerns their course and characteristics at the local level. As writes Joanna Kurczewska, 

as the social and cultural process. (Kurczewska 2008: 40) This approach: 

collective consciousness. In this approach, Europeanization (...) is the complex system of many 
processes with its own logic of action, processes that interpenetrate themselves to form a variety 
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the Polish Sociological Association in 2012.
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-

place in its relation to the processes of raising of the European Union funds is worthy of  
investigation.

regional differences of practices that is accepted ways of political action”. Activities related to 
the raise and use of the EU funds are new types of political actions initiated at the local level 

-
sis of the changes of local political cultures the important part is the efforts of various local 

Joanna Kurczewska emphasizes the importance of the studies on local elites for the under-

-

including the pro- and anti-European roles „allow to discerning their continuation, imitation 

(Kurczewska 2008: 41).

the focus of attention are actions of city leaders – presidents and mayors.

primarily a local government legislation which intends direct election for these positions, 

important are also the other criteria, such as the style of power, achievements, popularity, 

other citizens to the activity and cooperation. 

whose opinion is important to other people, especially in a decision-making situation (Mer-
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-
munities they live in2.

(

funds on actions and positions of municipal leaders, and the role that their politics play in 
their projects related to the raising and use of these funds. Helpful to capture these phenomena 

leaders and an analysis of their relations with the other social actors.
The history of the activities of the Polish authorities and leaders of cities in the raising 

-
ing point to capture and understand the transformation of local (municipal) political cultures 

-

years of the integration of Poland in the European Union.

that have shaped his activity. He strengthened his image as a strong man, sometimes even 

 2 

the wider community, events on the national and international level.... The cosmopolitans are the opposite group. 
Rovere interests them only to some extent... But they are also oriented to the outside world ... and perceive 

European funds as a new tool of a local authority. Selected case studies...
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funds were mainly dedicated to these purposes. Similar projects dominated the spending of 

from the opposition and the local media. The charges were primarily related to the delay in 
the implementation of the projects, however, the protests were not particularly intense and 
effective3.

4.
The increasing activity in the raising and use of the EU funds led to an increase in 

-

5

means for the development of the city6.

 3 

(Bujara 2008, 2010).
 4 

Rzeszów took the high fourth position among the provincial towns in the category of use of total foreign 

in which this time were taken into account all the funds raised from the European Union since Polish acces-

in the category of the 12 largest cities in terms of the use of EU funds for investments per capita. The sum of 

 5 

 6 

credit for his own pleasure. They take it in order to develop the city, the formation of its new investments that 



215

was nicknamed „the president asphalt” (Gernand 2008: 1). In the second term of President, 
especially during electoral campaigns appeared the voices of the very small share of invest-

 

-
7  took the position of mayor of this city. 

New and young (thirty four years old) mayor has had the experience of working as a manager 
and also experience of working in the local government as a counselor. He has gained large 

8.

of the twelve counsellors9

largely thanks to the activity which the mayor and his team showed in the raising of European 

important project is the accomplishment or initialization of the investments in the city, where 
the most spectacular investment was the design of the large swimming pool complex10.

-

 7 PKW data, www.pkw.gov.pl
 8 

 9 

 10 
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rejection prepared its own draft in which were eliminated almost all the planned investments, 

March 2010 when the mayor and his team resigned (Ewe 2010; Kopa 2010; Kowalski 2010). 
-

tative of the government – Mariusz Szewczyk (Sroka 2010).

aspect of the impact of the Europeanization process on municipal political life. This is the as-

in the city. The agreement on the location of the investment was not achieved, ultimately 

(Galek 2010a).

The examples of the president of Rzeszów („the asphalt president”) and the mayor of 

of EU funds increases the chances of local leaders to formulate and implement their own 

career and political future depends on the success of these plans.
The presented cases show fact that local political actors may adopt different strategies 

towards aid funds.

-
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manager, with the vision of a modern city. He has got features of „cosmopolitan” in the Mer-

actions and personality. Their expansive presentation gives the impression that the leader is 

-
-

money, without focusing on the details and underestimating the accusations. It does not seem 

the municipal media have undermined his position as a leader, unless we recognize the fact 

years earlier.

of implementation of his investment ideas, and the projects involving European funds have 

(
An analysis of the presented cases showed that the content and effectiveness of the strate-

family and personal relationships and values. European funds do not appear in a vacuum, they 

perceive them as a factor which causes rapid and revolutionary changes.

European funds as a new tool of a local authority. Selected case studies...
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5. SUMMARY

-

-
cerns the generational change. Young local politicians have got a chance to use the European 
projects for the construction of their political positions, demonstrating their higher competence 

-

policy, and the success or failure of a leader depends largely on the actions of his „team”. Their 
-

est in the point of their views and aspirations, as well as relations that link them to politicians.

-
mation of language and rituals used in local politics.

-
tion if it results in the actual empowerment of the local government in relation to central 

the process of investigation on Europeanization research at the local level still needs to take 
into account the context of the state.
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