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1. Transformations in rural cultural tradition

Presentation of urbaniZation of village as a unidirectional
evolution is a far-reaching aimplification. A stable cultural
system performing a function of alternativeless regulator of
- behaviours as described by anthropologists was an instrument for
v"deacrlption of isolated tribal communities, which did ‘not have
empirical equivalents in the European cultural environment. On
the contrary, ethnographers while studying even very “tradition-
al® village conmunities would tend to underline their only re-
lative isolation, and presence of different habitual  patterns
and systems of values within their framework. The village cul=-
‘ture, unlike that in any other social environment did not have
and could not have an endogenous character, Both in its norma~
tive aspect and in its kyﬁbqlic representation, it was’ benefit-
ing from various sources. We can speak about the  traditional
peasant culture only as about @ certain ideal type in Weber’s
~ sense. 2 ' 7 oA . “ s
Conditions of life anﬁ‘ubrk on a traditional peasant farm
were a factor 1nte§rat1ng heterogeneous elements into a relative
: ely'coherent system of rocdgnized,and realized values. Along
with their change there were taking place transformations in
the old system of values. They concerned attitude to the land
and work on it as well as the rank held by formerly racognized
authorities, The basic factor generating these  transformations
was the wurbanization process, which would provida'an alternative
to the hitherto thoughtlessly accepted rural stqu of life.

At present, all local communities have achieved the stage
of their 'openness“’. We can speak only about easier or more
difficult contacts with the town, which is connected with dif-
ferentiation of ecological distances, On the other hand, all in=
Labitante of villages are subjected to the impact of the mass
culture and come across cultural patterns differing from the
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Development of Village Culture, [in:] Tradition and Modernity in
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traditional ones. Accordingly, observence of tradition in the
aphere ot'valucs, ¢ustoms, and aesthetic conventions assumes a
new sense. Apart from a very few exceptions, . application of old
patterns is of a purposeful character. Employing here !erton'l :
terminology, we may say that traditional culturnl patterns are
of an overt character while in the past analogous benaviours re-
prosontcd rcalization of covert patterns.
' Search for factors pronoting acceptance of the villqgc as a
dpulling onvironnent becomes an important problem, at least, due
to the phenomenon of negative selection to the farmer’s profes-
‘sion. Such a factor must be a feeling 'of one’s own independen=-
ce and professional achievements as well as affirmation of ad-
vantages offered by ‘the natural nnvlronuantz. ‘
On the other hand, social activation of villagenl and also
~ diminishing of their - sense of ‘discrimination in relation to
town dwellers may be promoted by continuation of values and com= .
ponents inherent in the local tradition and regnining of cul-
tural identity by local village connunities. Some authors treat
roturn to ‘these traditions as "a symptom of defence asainst tho'.
overpowering wave of unified mass ulture'3 Can cultural tra-
ditions of villages really perform such a tunction? An  answer
to this qucstion calls for an empirical analysis. o
~ ‘The impact of mass nedia,. mutual competitiveness or comple=-
mentarity of particular mass media along with their social co=
verage belong to phenomena londing thenselvaa for quantitlcation.

'0f empirical character 1is also analysis of relationships ocour=

ing between particlpatiou in mass culture and attitudes towards
values oonnected with _the local tradition, and determination
whether they boil down to displace-ent of the traditional cul-
ture by mass culture or vhetbet both thgsa systama are evolving
in a mutually independent way. In turn, in order to determine
the significance of cultural traditions of villages, there must
be studied relationshpis occuring between the attitude to tra-
dition along with application of .old'pafterni and attitude to=-

2 Seet A. K. Constands e, Some Remarks aboul a Pos=
- aible Revival of the Rural-Urban Dyc hotong Issues of 10th Euro-
pean Congress for Rural Sociology, Cordoba 1979, p. He47.

3 J.Damros z, Local Village Community - Facts and Po-
stulates, [ in:] Tradition and Hodornity in Village..., p. 212.



X R s

o R ' ; Mnciad Frykouki

'vards values of local character. In this vay it will be possibln

~to determine whether the folk culture does provide a convenient
and real area for revival of the cultural 1dent1ty in villago
communities,

0 The above problems were an object of atudiaa carried out in
9 rural administrative communes of Poland in 1977. A signifi-
cant size of the sample, encompassing 1664 families, allowed to

‘perform a statistical analysis of correlations existing betveen_v

- both attitudes and characteristics of the social position  and

) bctwaen particular spheres of cultural activity. The analysis
afforded a possibility of obtaining conglusions,concerning | re-
‘lationships occuring between different types of culture.

: 2.’60v6rggo and‘ingaof of mass media

Fooh among varfous’ mass nedia, ‘the analyais ' encompassed
;press and television. Moreover, there were collected ~data on
cinema attendance and readership of books, The analysis ‘of the-
se data allowed to determine = the social coverage of particular
~mass media, vrelationsbips occuring between them, and the rank
held by mass culture in hierarchy of interesta and in patterns
of spending leisure time,

Ty Contact with mass culture. especially through television is
of a common character, although the 1nteraat aroused by  this
ftbrn of spending leisure time may bu descrlbed as nodorate. D!f ;
spite the fact that almost three fourths of respondents watch
- TV everyday, only one sixth admit that they derive a great deal
of pleasure from ~an occupation of thia type, and only one fourth
~assoclate TV with an element in the patterﬁ‘of apending their
leisure time on Sundays. Other forms of cultural ectivity enJOy.ﬂ
g nuch smaller popularity. Z
Almost two thirds of all respondonts restrict their contact
-uith the press to two titlea of newspapers or magnzines, vpile
further 12.5 per cent do not read them at all, A little  under
three fourths of reapqndents do not attend the cinema at all,
and over three fourths do not rpad books. "TV monocul ture® seems
to be guite common, which is confirmed by the fact that only one
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3, Place and role of trnditlonal'folk-culturQ

Only few ele-onts of the village culturnl trndition. have

preserved their vitality till today. There have been  rejected

external attributes of membership in the peasant cultural circle.
Traditional rites and customs are cultivated by not quite 10

per cent of respondents. Only 3,5 per cent use holiday folk co-
v.ltHMOI. and about 5 per cent pursue such a style in decoration
of their houses. Howevor. folklore preserves its attrncttveneas
in these spheres where acceptance of values charnctoristic for it

_does not involve a necessity of revealing one’s interests; g

over one third of rospondeuta willingly listen to the folk mu- -

- sic, : , :
, An important element of the cultural tradition and the old
1ife style, which has retained its tremendous vitality, are re-
‘ligious practices. Over 50 per cent of village dwellers go to
‘church at least on every Sunday and during all - religious holi-

days, and only 5 per cent do not go to church at all. There haq'

;baen observed a significant corrolation between religiousness,
educational background and profession. This cultural pattern is

_accepted relatively most otton by rarners and rejected by white-

=collar workers.

Most respondents diaplay a zavourahle attitude to traditiona.
- Buch an attitude, contrary to prevailing opinions, is not depend-
ent upon age or education, and is connected with socio-profes-
‘sional membership. Biproteﬂsional farmers and agricultural vbrk-

ers display their inclination to unconditional acoeptapce of -+

'< traditional patterns. There is no correlation between attitude
towards tradition and participation in religious practices. This
implies that they are not perceived as an element of the  old

~life style, and that attitude towards religious values 1s not

connected with a peci:ic orientation towards tradition or mo-
deraity,

The prevailing positive attitude to traditions 18 not con-

nected with acceptance or any more profound knowledge of  the

local historical tradition. Only 15 per cent of all respondents
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'. can bonat a little highor than minimum level o! knowlodsc about
’tho past of the rural commune centre. For their most part, these
-are mn-tnmrs and persons with a relnttvely higbar educational .

: bcokground.

Lack of any corrolltion b-tuton. v&iuol of  the old villageAft

culture and the local. tradition constitutea a signitieant looial

: problem, as it signifies that in the present lituatlon the va-
lues connected with the so-called :olkloro cannot stimulate so-
cio-cultural activity on the local scale. These social cctogor-‘
ies, which owing to their interests and predispositions could
display such involvement, reveal an ambivalent or negative at-
titude to the folk culture, On the other hand, those vho have a
positive attitude towards it or realize patterns charnctcr-
istic for it ~ do not have. in turn, any concrete attitudos or
axpoctatlons in relation to 1ocal traditions. :

mi - 4, Mass culture and cultural traditions of villages
‘-‘ ‘Mass culture, deapite its wide coverago. does not constitute

an essential element in the hiorarchy of recognized values, Cul=
tural activity was measured in two basic dimensionst lntenaxty of

' purtlcipation and aspirations for contents of higher order. Both

these aapects of participation in mass culture do not ~ promote-

continuation of old aesthetic-customary patterns typical for the .

folk culture. Accordingly, it appears that even 1its warginal
‘presence becomes rurther restricted due to the 1npact of naal'
nedia. »
On the other hand there is no correlation between cultural
activity and religlous practices, vhich'prove to be permanent and -
essential element in the cultural scenery of the village preser=
ving simultaneously considerable autonomy in relation to other
values, Participation in mass culture does not affect a general
attitude to traditions in any visible way either. This testi-
fies, on the one hand, to permanence of such an attltude, and on
the other hand, to absence of contradictions between contents of
mass culture and the tradition as a value - especially in  the.
supralocal dimension. ‘ :
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This general attitude 4is oftentime of only verbal character, .
which is especially the case when it is related to specific
elements in the local tradition. The interest taken in the past
of "private homeland", that is one's own place of living,  is
quite- insignificant. The impact of mass culture on this area is
of an ambivalent character: intensive contact with mass media
‘diminishes the interest in the local historical tradition, On
* the other hand, it is accompanied by preference given to valu-
able cultural contents with their selective choice. 08
" In other words, those inhabitants of the village for whom
cultural activity represents an essential and noninstrumental
need display their interest as,6 well as = due to possessed qﬁh-
lifications - predispositiens towards creative continuation of
local traditioms, It is an important factor promoting  chances
for cultural rointbgratioh of the village community. Folklore,
on the other hand, which according to some authors "returns to
~ the village" - is not a cu}tural_valde vital enough to stimulate
processes of regaining ita cultural identity by the  village.
: Eveh‘}t the above mentionéd "return® takes place, it is but an
‘element of mass culture not connected with the local, tradition,
Like other contents transferred by mass media it becomes an
object of passive reception and not a pattern worthy of imita-
tion and continuation. s : . ' : 2
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fozpad tradycgjnej' kultury ludowej Jako systemu .spajajqcefo
wiejskg spolecznosé lokalng ma Scisty zwigzek 2z procesem urbani- .
zacgi‘wsl. Odrzucenie dawnych wzordw oraz akceptacja miejskiego
~stylu zycla ZXgczy siq czgsto 2z ujemng oceng wszystkiego, co 2
wsig zwigzane, & 2zwiaszcza perspektywy ru wsi Jako miejsca
zamieszkania. Szczegdlnie dotkliwie, 2zwliaszcza przez mlodziez,
adczuwana jest nlerdwnodé szans uczestnictwa w kulturze w pordw-
naniu z mieszkadcami miast. -

: Jedyng dziedzing, w ktéreJ ta dyskryminacja nie Jjest odczuwa-.
na, jest uczestnictwo w kulturze masowe},, ktore obecnie, zwla-
gezcza dzigki telewizji, ma charakter powszechny rdéwniei na wsi.
Jednak frodki wasowego przekazu, niwelujgc dysproporcje w  tej
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