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_ and passing beyond tho mtra.tuuy Nlo"’ The nbovc atatount,_'
coneorning general evolution m the situation of wom in ° Po=-
land, should be described more’ precisely with regard to tho :
ral enviromment, Emanicipation of the rural woman is exproand" '
_mot 8o much in her participation  in protuliomi uploymnt i

" since it ia quite obvious, and results from productive  funce .
_tlons of an uricnltuﬁl tnuy - but rather -in enhancing. - her
role in the very act of establmung a family, in onhancmg her
;poxition inside. the f&uuy in rohtion ‘to husband. as ven a8

- 'dn her growing role outside the family, in' wider society, The
first emancipation sign iavolves a bigger role of the woman in
iﬁob.oosmg her tutun huaband and in undermining a dccuivc role

‘of pmntl in thh respect. The uoond nnd thrid ti;ns can bo o

hueny défined as a growing .uthortty enjoyed by the rurnl wo=

nm w&tMa tho ruuy mommzed by her ‘"enhanced ro).c ‘as  Go=

' ~ra.rur and the :uny'l raprounutiw in nxtomal attun'z B
ﬂu qbovn gancrmut:lonl. afforded by numerous lomgnphic stu=

‘dios. were formulated .into the so-called theory of small  fa=
nuy's Lndivmnauution and autonomization of an  individual

3 vithin ‘the tuuf Suultaneoualy. the. authorl of thon state-

;untl lupportcd thou by various reservations sugsesting that-‘ '

; the lunallod procanel were ‘only in their mmu atagc and
wnrc taking plpca pluyly cncountering locul resistance, E, Ja-
x!.al!o-&yum pointt at difficulties in x‘aanution of mar-
& riages "baged on love® a', J . Przychodznﬁ ntates thajt *in all
mditioanlly agricultural regions of the country chlractorizod,“y

3 -pmmtty of tox‘ritorial origins in prlnciplaa of aolect!.ng X
f-: spouse ‘and lclection of a partner from the same or umilar_ i
5 farn gronp’5 Siunar reservationa with regard to yomgn s cman-_- e

' ';1P,Kryczka. L.M.Szwen , 6&-7‘.“
‘s k1, Village and Town Sociology in Poland ( :[n Polishg Var-

v 1971, 'p. 23, BT o
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. 3 Ibid., P. 17_59‘_ e P ‘ RIS
; Jagleltlotlys owa'Vill e Girls and Mar-
\riago [ Attitudes, Dreams and Reautys (iu ‘Polish), "Wied Wspéil~
~czesna" 1365, No 6, : -

See 22 J P r2ye ho d & q d '_rerritdri,al ‘and Social  Sele=

'3

i--u@th settlement continuity, there was maintained a criterion of



: o Plrtic;pntion of Women in Liro of Rural Connnnitiol \ '39 ff

cipation vithin the family are farmulated by J, Turowski, ' ‘who
states that “even a managing role of the woman in the contem=

porary agricultural family does uot lead to a full partnershln._‘

system in the family whlle excessive number of duties and roles
does not ¢ allow women - desplte ‘mechanization of a part of all
works and common availability of means of disseminating culture
~ to develop their own interests and aspirations, and .oxpand'
their intellectual and emotional life"", i

The seventies in the Polish rural ‘environment were charac- ks

térized. with a considerable - growth of ‘financial welfare of the

rural population in relation to the sixties. That was not, how= -

ever, growth 4equalling e.g. with respect to real incomes that
obtained by the wurban population, On the other hand, . thero was
markedly shortened the distance between urban and rural house=
holds as regards their ownership of the so-called durable goods

such as washing-machines, TV sets etc. It was accompan;ed o AR

- progressing mechanization of agricultural work and the  first
important soclo-welfare bonetita provided for the peasant po-
pulation by the state (penalons) in exchange for paasing the
land over to the state. Simultaneously, and especially in thnj'

mid-seventies, outflow of the rural population to towns began
. to shrink. This migration had two interesting _characteristics
succeeding each other in time, In the first period 'acceler-
ated investment expansion) - the fifties and early seventies -

'mainly men looklng for enployment in construction and. transportx
sectors were migrating pqrpanently to towns. Accompanied gy:
bigger mortality among men that led to shifting the burden  of

- running farms to women. In 1975, “women represented almost one B

third of users of individual farms in Poland, while in the area
size to 2 ha. ae many as 92.2 per cent of al1%7, Emigration of
men was followed by intensified emigration of women mainly to
the service sector and to the light industry. It is a result of

.ction in Rural Marriages (in Polish), "Roczniki Socjologit Wai"
K ryczka, Szwengrub, Turowski, op.
cit., - PRk & : ' -

B. Tr yfan, Rural Family in the Light of Internation-
al Comparative Studies (in Polishg xeroxed copy.
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. women’s desire to obtain a higher social and oultural ' status,
which could not be ensured by farmer’s profesaion and the rural
environment either, Consequently, we are witnesalng a situation
today that young farmers face a deficit of a properly  numerous
group of candidates for their wives. Consequently, as marked
_ “surplus” of women in older age groups and their "shortage" in
younger age categories in the ' late 70’s caused that the problem
of rural environment's development, and thus - growth of  agri-
cultural production was largely a “female® problem. .
: Taking into account the statements formulated earlier on and
~ concerning the thedrj of individualization of the small family
and autonomization of the individual in the family as well  as
all changes which occured in the rural environment in .thd'70's,
' there arises a question:. has the observed trend towards women's
emancipation been developed or checked under impact ot old and‘ Y
new features of the situation? ) ;
I shall try to answer this question on the basic of analysia'
partlcipation of women in three areas ot social contacts and
'ralations, and namely in primary, 1ndirect and societal contacts,
_Accordingly, an attempt will be made at verification of the as-
sumed emancipation trends with regard to the woman’s role with-
in the family' (primary interactions) and outside it - (1nd1rect
and societal 1nteractiona). On the other hand, I shall onlt here
" the problém of emancipation concerning the nomant choson ~ for
establishing the  family. ’ : ' -
: Participation implies here a way of realization of the 8o~
cial role by a sqt of specific béhaviours: taking place _' within
the family (primary interactions), social‘organizntiqnb © (indi-
~rect interactions) and local community (societal interactions).
Description of social participation should enable not only a
partial verification of the thesis about a progressive emancipa-'
tion of women within and without the family but also determine
whether and to what extent intensity of participation in these
fields is coanvergent ‘or divergent in relation to one qno;her?
Two initial assumptions are made aimultanaOusly. The first one
15 that the initiated emancipation process of rural women has
bezen checked, " and the other ong that in the late seventies we
could observe' incoherence in levels of social participation of
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What is more, with this partilocal dwelling system there is
- closely connected a network of family candida.tesv for marriage.
" Our studies revealed maintaining frequent and diversified = con=

 tacts with families of close relatives on the husband’s  side .
and less frequent cantacts with families on the wife’s lide.Ae~
~ cordingly, it can be said that the rural woman (a peasant wo=
 man) both at the time of assuming her role of a housewife, mo-
'Vthar, and spouse and in the course of realizing this role is
‘submitted to multilateral social control by her husband’s rela=
tives, Her position and behaviour are in most cases  evaluated
- A little lower than position and behaviour of her husband, who

= anyvay is the son,

: In conflict situation between hn;hand aud wile, uhicb I had
"an opportunity te observe in the country, 1t was the woman who
- was usually blamed rather than the man, Even when it was evident
“that the husband should be blamed, it was argued that 'tho WO=
“man should give in", . ‘
s The partilocal dwelling system preserved in Pbland along
. with still preserved three-generation families rqpresant undoub-
- tedly a factor. largely reatricting emancipatlon of women within
_the family, 5

3 Another problem is realization of the partnership prinetple' :
~ in ralation to the husband in different activities undertaken
_ for the agricultural farm. The point here is whether there
_ continues to be maintained a division of activities into “male”

* and "female¥, ‘and to what extent important decisions with regard
%o the farm and the family are made in a unilateral or bilete-

_ ral yay? Division of activities into female and male within a -

"“ta;n has not been elimlnated and generally speaking it cannot
~ be fully eliminated, However, proportions and quality of these

activitles have changed., Due to diverse tles existing betvu.n

agricultural farms and formal institutions and organizations the:

‘time budget of the peasant family, and thus also division of du-
ties are, to a growing extent, divided intd: (a) arranging for-
pal matters connected with the farm, and (b) working time on Vi
the farm, The former activities absorb a growing amount of time '

ani are mainly done by men. In fact, the woman is an . advisor
and even  the side formulating a position to be taken by her.
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' ,tho heuohnld lnd pn the ram. Sti1l, while belonging - to thuo '
“‘organizations they are unually only their members seldom hold- :
~ ing any managerial functions. This remark does not r‘tor.‘: of
_course to strictly female organizatlons, %
There can be also observed poor involvoncnt of women in
" local representative organs of power and state adninittrntion.
which in Poland 1nc1ude rural commune peoplo's councilas. In the
'ﬁtotal number of councillorl in these councils women represented a
'ravzxy-augll share in the 1973-1977 term of office, . Both dure
% tng plenary sessions and in works of particular commissions wo=
pun ‘do not belong to those being most active, As it is put by
B. Zawadzka “among the most active councillors there are absent
pcraonz ‘holding managerial functions, very young people:  the
=§g! r_of women  1s guite small as we;l' The activity of wo-
men at village meetings looks similar - they more often play
the rolo audience thnn of actors participatin; in tho spe- "
otncle takins place. '
Summing up the above discussion, it can be said that the
3%&qmily and the household represent the main field ot social
vpntlvity for peasant~vomen and the exlusive field of activity
xbr nbnpeasant-uonon. Even if they participate in work - of an
~ prganization they do it mostly with y;q!Ago.benetita it. may
~ bring for their fauily and farm. Nonpeasant rural women are a
little more active in works of other organizations than Circles
_)ot v111ugo Houaqwivcs _although the difference in this kind of :
finvalvanent between peasant- and nonpeasant-women is here in~-
jai;nifxcnnt.‘ Equally insignificant 1is the role of women in the
‘life and reprosentativo organs of the cntira villngc or  come
?gmna community. :
. In other words, studies completed in o G evehtLn indicate
ffﬁthat outside their family emsncipation of rural women is rather
{* a yroblem of the future than of the present time. What g S
, nore, such a situation doea not encounter any disapproval = on
the part or rural women. While enumerating their favourite jobs
k:"*and occupattons they uould most often nention Just the activl- ?

o S

it o
© 98 Zawadzka, Rural Conmune Representative .'Organ‘
i« ta Poush ). "Pmblemy flad Narodowych® 1978, No 41, " p. 47. .
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Pawel Starosta
~ UCZESTNICTWO KOBIET
W 2YCIU WIEJSKIEJ ZBIOROWOSCI TERYTORIALNES

- siada doniosie konsekwencje dla 2ycia spolecznego. RéZnice bio-
logiczne byly podstaws pierwszego istotnego klasowego 2réznico-
wanla spolecznego. Czlonkowie klasy mgzczyzn 1 klasy kobiet pek-
. nili odmienne kompleksy rdl spolecznych, wykonywali odmienne za-
hgqcia. W efekcie zajmowali odmienne pozycje spoleczne w ramach
.'i go spoleczeristwa 1 w odmienny sposéb uczestniczyli w jego Zy-
oeiu, 3 \ . .
-~ Powoli, ale systematycznie, rdéznice biologiczne zaczynajg

: ;'trlcié na znaczeniu na rzecz dyferencjacji ekonomiczno-spolecze

‘nych, Tempo powyzszego procesu Jjest odmienne w réinych srodowi-

‘skach. WyraZniejsze sekwencje rdél zenskich i mgskich utrzymujg -

8i¢ nadel w drodowiskach tradycyjnych, podczas gdy w  Srodowis-
 kach zurbanizowanych ich odrgbnosé i “czytelnodé" jest znacznie

;’y}g&szn.

~ stnictwa kobiet w 2yciu spolecznym poprzez ich ¢ "w polu

interakcji pierwotnych, a z drugiej strony dokonaly sie akroe -
y:aic gr

strukturalne przeksztaicenia: polityczne i bytowe. Przelamaly one
‘zamknigtosé lokalnych ukladéw 2ycia i wprowadzily dofi nowe pola
- interakcjiit wtérnych i spolecznosdcio . ¥ efekcie powstalta sy-

- tuacja wielodei drég uczestnictwa lokalnego réwniez dla kobiot'l 

“wiejskich. ;

Powstaje zatem interesujgcy problem, do jakiego stopnia te

- trzy sfery uczestnictwa lokalnego sg dla kobiet wiejskich zblez-

ne, a do Jjakiego rozblezne? Czy, innymi stowy, intensywne ucze=-
stnictwe w polu interakcji pierwotnych zbiega sig odnie 2z in-
tensywnym uczestnictwem w polu interakcji wtérnych 1 spoteczno-
lctow¥ch, czy tez nie? Wiagnie to f:fadnienie oraz jego uwaruns

 kowania sq przedmiotem analizy w niniejszym tekicie.
stnictwa spotecznego koblet wiejskich w poszczegélnych = polach
interakcji spolecznych. W szczegélnosci intensywne = uczestnictwe

w polu interakcji pierwotnych wyklucza wysokq aktywnodéé w polu

- interakcji wtérnych i spolecznosciowych oraz odwrotnie.

Podzial ﬁulacji ludzkiej wedXug biologicznych cech flci o~

Srodowisku wiejskim trwale sq nadal tradygg%ne ugofy ucze=
ywno

Przyjmuje s8i¢ rdéwnoczednie tezg o niespdinosci pozioméw uczﬁ- 13



