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EcUMENICAL PATRIARCH NIPHON’S FAKE LETTER
TO Kiev METROPOLITAN JOSEPH

Stlowa kluczowe: patriarcha Nifon, metropolia kijowska

Zl’)u(pwva LE TO £0C TOPA OTOSEKTA, TO 15° O, 0 OIKOVUEVIKOG TTaTpipyng N1-
oov B’ andvinoe oe mponyoduevn emotod tov Kiéfov lwone (Joseph A’
Bolgarynovich 1§ Bolharynowiez), pe tnv omoia o debtepog (ntovce odnyieg oyeTiKd pe
TNV €QOPUOYN 1 UN TOV aropdoemv Yo v 'Evoon tov ExkAncumv, mov eiyov Anebsi
ot XHvodo g Prwpevtiog to 1439. O Iatpiapyns, cOUP®VA LE TO KEILEVO TNG EML-
OTOMG, APYIKA OVAPEPOTAV GTO 1GTOPIKS TG ZuvAdov Kot TOVILE T vodTTd g, 0T
ouvéyelo amapOpoVoe TIg cVVERELES TTOL Bo cuvemaydTay Yo Tovg OpBododove N apvn-
o1 TNG EQOUPUOYNG TNG KO TEAOG TPOETPETE TOV Am0dEKTT Vo omodeydel v Evaoon.

H vmapén g emotodng glxe emkpotnost ot PipAloypaeio Kot £0G TPOSPATA SV
elxe moté€ auerofnnOei. To keipevd Tng EMOTOANG EKOVE TV ELOAVIOT] TOV, Y10 TPMOTN
@opad, o éva Pipiio, To omoio dnpocievdnke ota ToAwvikd, To 1617 otn Bikva, pe tov
gvAoyo titho «H vrepdomion g Evoong tov ExkAnouwv 1 anodei&elg mov deiyvouv
o6t EMinvikn Exkinoia Ba 6gethe va evobei pe ) Aotvikn Exkkinoion!. Zvyypagéog
0V P1Aiov givan o apyeriokomog Tporévok Aéwv [Leo (Lew 1 Leu) Kreuzal?, o omoiog
dMAwve 610 KelPeVO Tov OTL Kateiye 0 110G TO EAANVIKO TPOTOTLITO TOL TOTPLOPYLKOD
YPALHOTOG KO E61VE TN LETAPPACT] TOL GTO TOAWVIKA.

H exdopévn ota mohwvikd emotoln), Bo pmopovce va giye Level Ayvootn To Vpv
Kowo, av dev yvopile, déka xpovio apyoTePA, 0 AmOS0GT) OO TO. TOAWVIKG GTO ATl
ViKd, 1 onoio €kd0ONKe 6Tar Annalii ecclesiasticorum tov Batukavov. Avth 1 AoTivikn
amddoon avadnUoclElONKE 68 OAEC TIG LETAYEVESTEPES EKDOGELS TOV B10V £pyou?.

Amd to Annalii ecclesiasticorum, o Kovotavtivog Zd0ag anobnoadpice v minpo-
eopia yio TNV VIOPEN TETOL0G EMGTOANG KOL LLE TOV TPOTO VTO S10YETEVONKE KO TaryL-

' L. Kreuse, Obrona jednosci cerkiewnej abo dowody ktoremi si¢ pokaznie iz grecka cerkiew z lacifiskqg ma by¢
ziednoczona, Wilno 1617, (avart. Russkaja Istor. Bibl. 4, St. Petersburg 1878, p. 157-312).

2T 1o Tpodowno kar T dpdon tov BA. J. Krajcar, Religious Conditions in Smolensk 1611-1654, ,,Orientalia Chris-
tiana Periodica” 33 (1967), p. 409-410.

3 BA. evd. ,,Monumenta Ucrainae Historica” v. I. (1075-1623), Romae 1964, p. 5-7.

4 Meoaiwvikiy Bifflio0nkn, emotacio K. N. a6a, t. ", Ev Bevetia 1872 (ewt. avat. 1972), k(.
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wOnie oty eAnvikn Biloypagia. To yeyovog 6Tt TV TAAGTOTNTA TG OV TN O1EKPL-
ve Kaveig, 00Te akOuUn Kot 0 0&VdEPKNG Kol Koybmomtog Moavoun I'ededv’, opeiletal
HUaALOV 6T0 OTL 0 TeEAeVTAIOC deVv giye dloPdoel To INUOGIEVUEVO KEIEVO, OAAA 0VTE Kol
TOPOLGLAGHTNKE TOTE TO EAANVIKO TPOTOTLTO, MGTE VO TPOPANUATIGEL TOVG EPEVVNTEC.

Tnv Tp®dTN Sp®G VIOGVOLA Yo T U YVNo1OTNTO TOL €£ETALOUEVOD KEWEVOL TPOKAAETL
avtd akpPdS To YEYOVOS, OTL NAadN, Ol LOVO OEV TOPOLGLACONKE TOTE TO EAANVIKO
TPOTOTLTTO TOL TOTPLOPYIKOD YPAUUATOG, OAAN KOl GE KopLpio Tyn TPOYEVESTEPT TOV
1617 dev avapépetar KATL GYETIKO.

Evtonmon npoéevei emiong,  avauén tov ovopatog to0 natpdpyn Nnewvoe B, o
KEIPEVO TETOL0V TTEPIEYOUEVOD, APOD EVAL YVOGTO OTL 0LTOG El)e EvePYd Taybel evavTia
TNV EPAPLOYT TOV OTOPAGEDY TNG Zuvodov tng PAwpevtiog onv 0pHOS0EN Avatoin.
O Nf@ov fTov TEAOTOVVIAGLOG, LUETOYPOPENS YELPOYPAPOV G KOAALYpapog, Ta&ideve
knpotrovtag kot otnpiloviag tovg OpbBoddEoug oto doypra Kot eontiog TN ApeETNS Kot
¢ Toudeing Tov ekAEYONKe pnTponoritng Oeccorovikng. Me v 1010t Td ToVv AV
GA®oTE —®¢ UNTPOoToAitNG Oeccalovikng— giye cvvumoypdyel Tov «Topo» g Ia-
vopB6doENG, TNE TOTIKNG ONAOT], 68 BECT] OIKOVUEVIKNC, ZVVOS0V, 1 0TToio GLYKANONKE
omv Kovotavivodmoin to 1483/1484 kan avérpeye T1g amopioelg g Zuvodov Dep-
papas-Orwpevtiog Yo v Evoon tov Exkkincuov.

AAlo, KOplo {Tnua yvnootntog 0£tel 1) ypovoroyia Tov £YYpAPOL. ZOUQ®VO LE TOV
TPOTO €KOOTN Kol VTOTIBEUEVO KATOXO TOL EAANVIKOD TPMOTOTHTTOV, OPYLEMICKOTO X[LO-
Aévok Leo Kreuza, to matpropyiko ypdppo Epepe ypovoroyia 5 Anpiriov 7000 and ktice-
®G KOGV, WOKTIOVOG 10" (Anno septem millesimo mensis aprilis V. undecima currente
indictione), dkadn 5 Anpiiiov 1493. H ypovoArdynon tov KeEWEVOV ard KTioewS KOTILOD
amnyei To Pulovtvo TpdTo ypovoAdynong, 6tov ®g GVUPBATIKN apy Tov XPOVOL TOTO-
Betovvtay 0 Addp (Yo T0 AOY0 anTd GLYVA OVOPEPETAL Kol O oo Adau), dNAaodT 1o
5508 . X. Enedn poc oto Pulavtive, Ommg Kot To eKKANGLHoTIKG €106, apetnpia eivat
N 1" ZentepPpiov, TPOKEWWEVOL VO LETAYPAWYOVLE TN YPOVOAOYIO, OV TPOKELTAL Y10, TOVG
TPMTOVG OKTM UAVEG TOV YPOVOL 0patpovpe To 5508, evd yio Tovg TE0GEPELS TEAEVTOIOVG
apatpovpe to 5509. H wdktuimva givar 0 deKamevtaeTig KOUKAOG ¥povordYNonG, 0 0moiog
Y10 QOPOAOYIKOVG AGYOVG d1tovpynOnke 6t popotokpatovpevn Alyvrto. H onueioon
g amotelel To ovvndicuévo AaBog TV TAAGTOYPAP®YV, ApOD 1 AVOYPUPY| TNG GE GUV-
dvacpo TavToTe e T Ypovoroyia eivar pio oelpd aplOuntikdy npdéemv’, oTig omoieg ot
LETOYEVEGTEPOL YPUPELG/TOPOYOPAKTEG GUYVA Ekavay AdOoc.

[Mapd dpwmg v 0pHN YpovordYNGN TOL EYYPAPOL TO £T0G €KeIvo, To 1493 dnhadn, o
NNe®v dev Tav aKOUN TOTPLEPYNS, POV 1 TPMTN TOTPLALPYIC TOV ElXE TEAEIDOEL OTIC
apyés Tov 1488 Ko n devtepn Ba apyile o kohokaipt Tov 1497. Tlapdiinia, ovte Kot

3 M. T'edewv, Hazprapyixol ITivaxes, AOMvar*1996, p. 371.
¢ M. T'edemv, Hazprapyixol ITivaxes, AOMvar?1996, p. 368-372.
T mopdderypo: 1493+3 = 1496:15 = 99, 1o vrdrowo 11 givor n 11" wdiktidva.
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0 QEPOUEVOG MG ATOJEKTNG TNG EMGTOANG loone, giye 10 a&iopa e T0 0moio TPocP®-
veitol oto keipevo, dev gixe onAaodn axoun ekieyel o untpoémoin Kiéfov. To 1493
untpomoiitng Kiéfov tav akoun o purevotiog lovag (Glezna), eved o loone aviide
610 Opovo 1o 1498.

Olo o TOpomdvm cuVIIYOPOLV LITEP TNG TAAGTOTITAS TG CUYKEKPIUEVTG TOTPLOPYL-
KNG emotolc. H onpacio Opoc t1ov TAACTOV KEWEVOV OTNV IGTOPIKT £PEVLVO. OEV Eival
apeANTéN. ApYIKA, ETEN KLPIWS, ATOKAADTTOUV TN BOVANGCT], EKEIVOV TV OTOIMV TO
KOTAOKEDAOOV, Vo avaTAnpdcovy 0t dev vanpye kot NOsiav va €yovv. Elvan emiong
OTHOVTIKG ETELDN, TPOKEUEVOD VO, EIVOL TEIGTIKA, LOHVTOL TOGO Ta YVIGL0, TOV GUYVE
TapEYOLV oToryEia Yo, Ta TeAsvTaia, Otav dgv cdlovtal To AVOEVTIKA.

H e&etalopevn emotoin tédnke and 1o Anpntpn ATostoAdTOVAO, GTNV Kpiomn TG
EMIOTNHOVIKNG KOWVOTNTOG TPV Alya ¥poVIa, GE GUVESPLO GYETIKA LE TA TPOPANLLATOL
€KOOGMG TNYDV KOl TA TAACTA £yypo@d, To omoio EAafe ympa otnv Bevetia. Anpo-
olevnke emiong, o€ oyeTKd GpOpod kot TpooTédnke ot GEPE TOV TOPAdELYUATOV
TAOGTAOV EYYPAP®V, TO. 0Toia, dnpovpynonkay yo v euanpétnon kaboplopévav
OTOYOV.

2TV TPOKEEVT TEPITTOOT AOITOV, EVIEIKTIKOG EIVaL O XPOVOG KOl O TOTOG EUQA-
viong tov keévov. Bikva 1617. H popatokaboliknm exkAncia gixe Ppet oy Iorkwvia
TPOGPOPO £30pOG Yo va Tpombnoet v 10éa ¢ Evoong tov Exkinciov pécm g
Ovviog. Tovto cuvéPn kabmg n Toltikn| e€ovaia tng [Tolwviag eiyxe emAéEel va cupmo-
pevbei pe ™ popatokaborkn Exkincia. H otpoen avti ypovoloyeitor ota t€AN Tov
16° at., petd v dvodo oo Bpdvo Tov XryiGpovvoov, to 1587.

210 eKKANOOTIKO eminedo ek@paletar pe t ZHvoodo tng Bpéotng, 1o 1596, ot
dudpketo ¢ omoiag o apylenickonog Tov KiéBov, kabodnynuévoc omd 1o Zryiopovvdo,
tovice 6t 'Evoon Ba evduvapmve 1o kpdtog tng [Todwviog. Tote 1€0nke amd opiopéva
HEAN TG Zuvoadov, 10 YVmoTo, o€ OAN TN Sidprela TG 00 UAVOKPATIOG, EPATNLLAL, TMG
oMradn NTov dSuvatdv o doviog Twv Tovpkwv, matpiapyng Kovetaviivourorews, vo
eivan apynyog g ExkAnoioc. H X0vodoc dropédnke o€ 600 avTipayoueveg TopataEels,
v OpB6d0EN kot T AaTtvikn, 1 omoio kot vepioyvoe pe T Pondela TG TOMTIKNG
e&ovoiag.

Me yvdpova. T SIHope®OUEVT] AVTH KOTAGTAGT), 6T0 TEAN TOL 16° at., givat povepd
ot 10 B1PAio tov 1617, pe v TAOGTN TATPLOPYIKY| ETLGTOAN, OTOTEAEL £Va LUKPO EMEL-
06610 otV Tpoomdheln kabiEpmang g Ovvioag oty [Modwvia. O cvyypapéag, pnTpo-
moAltng Zporévok Leo Kreuza avike otnv owkoyéveln Rzewuski, n omoia kateiye yaieg
otV ITodhacia (Podlasia). Eiye omovddoetl 6to mepipnpo EAAvikd KoAréyio Tov Ayiov

8 A. T. Anoctoldmovrov, Une lettre du Patriarcat de Constantinople du XVe siécle, “made in Poland” au XVlIle sié-
cle, [in :] Literatura, Historia, Dziedzictwo, Prace oftarowane Profesor Teresie Kostkiewiczowej, BapooBia 2006,
p. 110-116.
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Aboavaciov ot Poun’, Tov onoiov o1tdy0¢ ftav 1 eknaidevon tov veapdv opfodoEmv
pofntav, Tpokepévon va vanpetoovy v Exikinoia, aAld kol v ‘Eveon, yu auto
KoL VToypedvVovTay va pvnpovedovy tov [ama. O Leo petd v avadeién tov oe 5186~
ktopa Tov KoAAeyiov, yeipotoviOnke otn Povbnvia povayog copeova pe 1o opbodo-
&0 TUTIKG, aALG o1 cvvEXEW avELUPE TNV akadnuaik) vrootpiEn g ‘Eveong g
Bpéotg. Zmv apoonabeid Tov ot eviaoceTol Kot 1 £k60or Tov Tapardve PiAiov,
10 1617, and TG exdd6cel Mamonic. Awatélece Myovpevog g Lovig g Bilvag kot
ovopdotnke apylenickonog Xporévok to 1625. H dpdon tov paiota, HETd TNV ETKPA-
on g Ovviag, EnEKTAONKE GTOV 0ydVA KATE TOV TPOTEGTOVIMOV, OTAY SloKpiOnKe o€
dnuodoieg cvlntoelg poli tovg.

Zyetwkd pe v egetalodpevn, TOTPLOPYIKN EMOTOAN, dSVOTLYMG, O dNUIOVPYOS TOL
TAAOTOD EYYPAPOL EVEPYNCE EMTOANLN KOl OEV VITOAOYIGE CWOCTH TO, £TN TATPLOPYIOG
o0 Nfgwva (1486-1488, 1497-1498), ovte ko to ddotnua (1498-1501) katd to omoio
Nrav untpomoiitng Kiéfov o Imone. Tétoleg dAlmote Aemtopépeles, meptocdTEP QO
ekato ypovio LETE omd TNV €moyN otV omoia avapépovtay, Ba NTov LdAlov aohpa-
VTEG. AVTO OV {NTOVGAV 01 EPTVEVGTEG TOL TAUGTOV EYYPAPOV TV VO, VOULLOTOU|GOVV
10TOPIKE Kot VoL SMGOVY TNV KoTa&iwson Tov ¥pOvou 6To £YXEIPTLA TOVG, TV VIOTAYN
Mradn, Twv 0pBodOEmv TANBLGUGY TN TEPLOYNG 0TN popalokabolkn Exkincia. Yro-
ompilovtag 61t, oM amd To devTEPO Gd ToL 15 at., 0 Owovpevikdg [atpidpyng mpo-
étpene Tov 101e punTpomoAitn Kiéfov va axorovdncet v 10éa g Evoong, e&vmnpe-
TOVGAV TIG EMOIDEELS TOVC. [ To Adyo awTd BEANGAY Vo avamAnpdcovy To {NTOvUEVO
Kol 0gv 61GTOCAV VO TPOYWPNCGOVY GTNV KOTAGKELT TOV OVOYKOIOU «TEKUNPIOLY.

SUMMARY
Despina Stef. Michalaga, Athens
Ecumenical Patriarch Niphon’s fake letter to Kiev Metropolitan Joseph
Keywords: Patriarch Niphon’s, Metropoly of Kiev
Up to very recently it was a generally accepted fact, that in the 15th century, the

Ecumenical Patriarch Niphon B’, in a letter replying to a query by the Metropolitan of
Kiev Joseph, urged his correspondent to accept the Union of the Churches.

® Z. N. Towprovhy, To EAnviké kolléyro te Paoung kou o1 pabntés tov (1576-1700). Zvufolsj oty ueléty wmg pop-
QWTIKHG ToMTIKHG Tov Botikavod, ®gscalovikn 1980.
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The text of the letter in question, first appeared in a book published by the
Smolensk archbishop Leo Kreuza in Polish in 1617 in Vilna. This letter, published in
Polish, could have easily remained unknown to the public in general had it not been
rendered in Latin ten years later and published in the “Annalii Ecclesiasticorum” of
the Vatican.

Apart from a number of other clues, sound proof of the letter’s fakeness is provided
by its dating, (Anno septem millesimo mensis aprilis V. undecima currente indictione),
that is 5 April 1493. It should be noted that by this date, neither Niphon was a Patriarch
yet, nor was Joseph elected to the Metropoly of Kiev.

Let us therefore add this letter to the numbers of forged documents fabricated to prove
predefined events and conclusions. For the instigators of the documents in question where
only seeking to legalise historically and provide the benefit of dating to their project: the
subjecting the District’s Orthodox populace to the Latin Church.

STRESZCZENIE
Despina Stef. Michalaga, Ateny

Falszywy list patriarchy ekumenicznego Nifona
do metropolity kijowskiego Jozefa

Jeszcze do stosunkowo niedawna powszechnie akceptowano fakt, ze w XV w.
patriarcha ekumeniczny Nifon II, odpowiadajac listownie na pytania zadane przez
metropolite kijowskiego Jozefa, namawial swego korespondenta do przyjecia unii
koscielne;.

Tekst tego listu ukazal si¢ po raz pierwszy w ksiedze opublikowanej w jezyku
polskim przez arcybiskupa smolenskiego Leona Kreuzg w Wilnie w 1617 roku. List ten,
wydrukowany po polsku, tatwo moglby pozosta¢ nieznany ogétowi, gdyby nie zostat
on dziesi¢¢ lat pdzniej przethumaczony na tacine i wydany w Annalii Ecclesiasticorum
Watykanu.

Oprocz innych wskazdéwek, solidnym dowodem sfatszowania listu jest jego data
napisania (Anno septem millesimo mensie aprilis V. undecyma currente indictione), to
znaczy 5 kwietnia 1493. Nalezy zauwazy¢, ze w tym czasie ani Nifon nie byl jeszcze
patriarcha, ani Jozef nie zostal wybrany na metropolite kijowskiego.

Dodajmy wigc, ten list do wielu innych sfatszowanych dokumentéw sfabrykowanych
w celu poparcia weze$niej okreslonych wydarzen i wnioskow. Albowiem pomystodawcy
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wymienionych dokumentéw dazyli tylko do uprawomocnienia historycznie i zdobycia
korzysci z datowania swego planu: podporzadkowania lokalnej ludnos$ci prawostawnej
Ko$ciotowi acinskiemu.
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