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ABSTRACT

The so-called House of Orpheus, explored under
the direction of Demetrios Michaelides a few decades
ago, has so far been studied only fragmentarily. Since
2018, a new project began whose objective is to complete
the studies on the site. To this end, non-invasive field-
works (at Nea Paphos) are currently performed as well
as library and archival research focused on gathering all
published and unpublished information on the House.
The results of the new documentation made on the site,

supplemented with archival data, will enable a virtual,
three-dimensional reconstruction of selected architec-
tural units. The collected material will serve to re-define
the house’s spaces from a historical perspective. The com-
prehensive evaluation of the architecture of the House of
Orpheus will become an important point of reference in
studies on the residential architecture of ancient Cyprus
and other regions of the eastern Mediterranean.
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Introduction

Nea Paphos, situated on the south-western coast of
Cyprus and founded towards the end of the 4™ century

"'The project is financed by the National Science Centre in
Poland (NCN UMO-2017/27/B/HS3/01131).

2 On the foundation and urbanisation of Nea Paphos in the
Hellenistic Period, see Mlynarczyk 1990; Bekker-Nielsen 2000.
For a recent discussion (with an extensive bibliography), see
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BC, became the capital of the island under Ptolemaic
rule.? The town grew rapidly in size and importance, go-
ing through a continuous period of prosperity up to the
4™ century AD, when the capital was transferred from

Balandier 2014; Vitas 2016; Balandier, Raptou 2019. On the
transition from the Classical to the Hellenistic Period in Cyprus,
see also Michaelides, Papantoniou 2018 (with a comprehensive

bibliography).
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Paphos to Constantia, the former Salamis. Nea Paphos ex-
perienced urban development throughout the Hellenistic
and Roman periods; however, the peak of its prosper-
ity was during the late 2" and the 3% century, when
the town received the most important title of its his-
tory: ‘Sebaste Claudia Flavia Paphos, the sacred metropo-
lis of the towns of Cyprus’.®> This obviously influenced
the monumentalisation of the whole town within the
well-established Hellenistic urban grid. The construction
or renovation of public buildings was followed by an ex-
pansion of the residential area in the south-western part
of the ancient town (Fig. 1).

The ‘heart’ of this district was the Villa of Theseus,
a huge residence (c. 9600 m?) with a complex construc-
tion history, which began during the second half of the
2™ century AD, replacing earlier dwellings. It was en-
larged in the following decades, spreading beyond the
limits of the insulae that were part of the regular street
layout of the Ptolemaic Period. Due to its size (the larg-
est building of its kind in Cyprus), its characteristic

3 There is an extensive bibliography on the Roman history of
Nea Paphos as seen through (scarce) written sources and archae-
ological evidence which is not cited here, except for the basic
works by Hill 1940 and Mitford 1980.

4 On the architecture of the Villa of Theseus, see Medeksza 1992;
1998; on the mosaic decoration and function, see Daszewski
1977;
Jawornicka (with bibliography) and Gasparini in this volume.
Lastly, on the Villa and its role in the late Roman Period, see
Mavrojannis 2016.

1998. See also the contributions of Brzozowska-
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Fig. 1. Maloutena

district: a. Villa of Theseus;
b. ‘Hellenistic House;

c. House of Aion; d. House
of Orpheus; f. House of
Dionysos (after Brzozowska-
Jawornicka in this volume,
fig. 1; based on Mtynarczyk
1990, 162, fig. 16).

architecture, and location (the very central district,
directly connected to the port by a main road), as well
as some finds, it was interpreted as a seat of the Roman
governor.? To the south of the villa, there are remains
of earlier buildings: a set of three houses named (from
west to east) the Roman House, the ‘Hellenistic House,
and the Early Roman House. Although the construc-
tion of the Villa destroyed the northern part of these
dwellings, their remains, in particular their decoration
and some sophisticated architectural features, prove that
they had belonged to wealthy and undoubtedly impor-
tant citizens.” West of the Villa, in its immediate vicinity,
excavations brought to light a sequence of buildings
known as the House of Orpheus (Fig. 2). To the east of
the Villa, along the main street leading to the harbour,
another residential(?) complex decorated with mosaics,
known today as the House of Aion and the North-eastern
House, was erected at the turn of the 3" and 4™ centuries
AD.° Much earlier, four blocks further to the north, the
House of Dionysos was built — a big residence (c. 2000 m?

> Daszewski 2016; the contributions of Brzozowska-Jawornicka
and Gasparini in this volume; Gasparini, Rekowska forthcom-
ing.

¢ On the architecture and decoration, see Medeksza 1987;
Mikocki 1992; Brzozowska-Jawornicka 2016; and her article in
this volume; Gasparini, Rekowska forthcoming. On the mosaic,
see Daszewski 1985; Olszewski 2013 with a summary of a long
discussion and bibliography, and, more recently, Ladouceur
2018. On the dating, see Lichocka, Meyza 2001.
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Fig. 2. Maloutena district, the House of Orpheus in the foreground (photo by M. Rekowska).

and over 40 rooms) decorated with mosaics.” All the
above-mentioned residences demonstrate the wealth of
Roman Paphos and were doubtlessly owned by members
of the local elite. Thus, they were a clear manifestation
of their wealth, social status, and enlightened educa-
tion, as well as their cultural traditions. When discuss-
ing the problem of self-presentation of the local urban
elites, we must not forget the position of the town in the
provincial administrative system, because it was one of
the fundamental aspects of the formation of these elites.
It seems that living in caput provinciae — even if the
province was a backwater of the Roman Empire —
strengthened the urban elite’s sense of belonging and
being part of the system. Nea Paphos was inhabited by
a number of people of high rank, coming from abroad,
officials and their families, as well as the old local aris-
tocracy. From the beginning of Roman rule, rich and
well-educated members of the Greek-speaking popu-
lation became the core of a newly-formed curial class
whose members were obliged to shoulder the burdens
of municipal offices.® It is well known that, in the

7 Kondoleon 1994 with an extensive bibliography.

8 Even if in Cyprus Roman citizenship was not common (for
more on the incidence of Roman citizenship, see Mitford 1980,
1362-1365), local elites were willing to affirm their Romanness.
? Hales 2003; Wallace-Hadrill 2015; and more generally Tuori,
Nissin (eds) 2015.
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Roman Period, residences were not only a sort of private
sanctuary for their owner and his family but also a means
of public display of success, dignity, and prestige.”
Despite decades of research, hitherto the houses at
Nea Paphos have been subjected only to formal analyses,
and their plans and decoration have been examined sep-
arately.” In the works concerning their interior, the em-
phasis was put on mosaics and wall paintings and their
iconography," the architectural decoration remaining
almost completely overlooked. Meanwhile, the resi-
dences of rich citizens, constituting the core of the new
urban elite, reflected a trend among provincial notables
in the Greek East to express their Romanitas through
altering the plans and selecting design elements for their
houses. During the Roman Imperial Period, the orders
used in colonnaded courtyards, as well as forms of doors
and window framing, show, on the one hand, both a con-
tinuity and a discontinuity of the Hellenistic tradition,
and on the other, the birth and development of a new
fashion. The choices made for the decoration of houses
reflected the taste of their owners and families, but at

10 Medeksza 1992; 1998.

1 Kondoleon 1994; Daszewski 1997.

>The new perspectives appear thanks to recent studies:
Brzozowska 2016; 2019; for a more general perspective, see
Pensabene in this volume.
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Fig. 3. Aerial view of the S-W part of the House of Orpheus towards the sea (photo by M. Gladki, P. Prejs).

the same time they also had to respond to the demands
of the ‘new’ Roman society, being an expression of their
political and cultural identity. It is in such a context that
the excavated remains to the west of the Villa of Theseus
should be considered.

The House of Orpheus: potentials

The house has been known since 1942, when a mo-
saic panel depicting Heracles fighting a lion was acci-
dentally uncovered. In 1963, thanks to a trial excavation,
another mosaic (a panel depicting an Amazon standing
by her horse) came to light. The area was reinvesti-
gated in the summer of 1978, when it was realised that
the two panels belonged to one and the same floor, which
was photographed and then buried for protection.”
A proper systematic exploration directed by Demetrios
Michaelides on behalf of the Department of Antiquities
began in 1982. After two seasons, another perfectly-
preserved mosaic of outstanding quality was discovered
depicting Orpheus and the beasts. This led to naming the
building, in 1984, the House of Orpheus. The project was
interrupted in 1992 and then continued from 2009 until
2013, always under the supervision of D. Michaelides,
only now on behalf of the University of Cyprus."

B Michaelides 1986a, 475.
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Over a dozen years of methodical work resulted in un-
covering an architectural complex measuring ¢. 1200 m?
(Fig. 3). It must be noted, however, that the limits of the
entire excavated area cannot be taken as the boundaries
of the insula, whose hypothetical range is known thanks
to the reconstructed street grid. The northern and eastern
limits are defined by public roads (the presumed eastern
road has never been excavated; nevertheless, there is evi-
dence confirming its course), while the western limit is
undefined since the remains lying very close to the sur-
face were erased when the land was under cultivation.
The southern limit is as yet unknown because the area is
not completely excavated (Fig. 4).

The exploration began in the north-western corner,
later extending towards the south and east. As a result,
over 60 rooms were gradually uncovered, inter alia the
two rooms with figural mosaics mentioned above, a ther-
mal complex, a colonnaded courtyard, a storage room
with five pithoi in their original position, a room with
a partially preserved monochrome geometric mosaic,
stairs leading to an upper level, several rooms of generally
small dimensions, the remains of a later workshop area,
and, finally, a significant amount of architectural blocks
still 77 situ in the southern part (the exploration of which
has never been completed).

1 See the detailed bibliography of the House of Orpheus at the

end of this article.
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Fig. 4. Aerial photograph of the excavated area of the House of Orpheus (photo by M. Gladki, P. Prejs).

Besides the well-preserved pavements, many loose
fragments of mosaic floor and painted wall plaster (multi-
coloured, plain, or with geometric, vegetal, and figural
motifs) were found within the excavated area (Fig. 5.a, b).
Some traces of painting are still visible on the lower parts
of the walls, and there is evidence of two different layers
of decoration on the walls of a few rooms in the north-
western part and on the blocks marking the tripartite en-
trance to the room decorated with the mosaic floor with
two figural panels.

The excavations yielded enormous quantities of
potsherds (including numerous amphorae with dipinti,
graffiti, and stamped inscriptions), glass, lamps, terra-
cotta figurines, and a few hoards of Hellenistic and
Roman coins, as well as some precious and exceptional
pieces. These include a gemstone with a satyr holding
a bunch of grapes, a large multiple lamp (polylychnon) in
the shape of a boat bearing an inscription which refers to
Serapis, alabaster and onyx vessels, and objects of faience
with Egyptianizing characteristics.

The multitude and variety of finds reflect the site’s
complex stratigraphy — the continuous sequence of layers
dating back to the Hellenistic Period was also confirmed
by the excavation of the layers under the mosaics, when
these were lifted for conservation.

b [Karageorghis] 1983-1998; Michaelides 1983-1993; Symons
1986-1987 — see the bibliography at the end of this article.

16 On the mosaics, see Nicolaou 1980-1981; 1983; Michaelides
1986b; 1987b, 246; 1991b; Michaelides, Daszewski 1988; on
the technology of paintings, see Radpour ¢# a/. 2019; on some
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Interim reports on the excavations were published
regularly,” and the mosaics as well as a number of the arte-
facts were the object of more detailed studies.'® However,
a comprehensive study of the House of Orpheus — its ar-
chitecture and decoration — has not yet been attempted.
It should be emphasised that the excavated remains
deserve such a broad-based investigation. The eminent
location (with a splendid view on the sea), the sophis-
ticated decoration, as well as some luxury fittings (such
as private baths), and the richness and quality of the
finds, all testify to the wealth and high social standing
of the owners. The main part of the wealthy, mosaic-
decorated building has been interpreted as a private resi-
dence that reached its peak in the late 2"/early 3* cen-
tury AD. However, this is just a fragment of the long-
lived, multi-layered history of the insula with a history
spanning the Hellenistic and Roman periods.

The House of Orpheus: prospects

In 2018, a new project financed by the National
Science Centre in Poland (NCN UMO-2017/27/B/
HS3/01131) began, which aims to provide a compre-
hensive study of the House of Orpheus. We take up the

of the finds, see Nicolaou 1989, 311; Anastassiades 1998, 138,
pl. XIV.4; Michaelides 2009; 2010; Kaldeli 2010; on terracotta
figurines, see Michaelides 1992b; Michaelides, Papantoniou
2012; Papantoniou et al. 2012; 2017; Michaelides er al. 2014;
2015; Michaelides 2015.
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Fig. 5. a. Paintings on the wall south of the courtyard; b. Floral paintings on the block in 1992 (photos by D. Michaelides).

challenge of the ‘holistic’ approach and aspire to put it in
practice by means of an in-depth study on the interplay
between the layout, the architecture, and the decoration
of the house. This research will be carried out with a si-
multaneous analysis of its plan and décor, with a special
focus on the architectural decoration, in order to ‘decode’
the house. It should be noted that the architectural deco-
ration was, next to the mosaics and paintings, a very im-
portant aspect of the décor of the complex, and, although
registered, it was not studied in any detail.” More than
a hundred decorated architectural elements were located
throughout the entire excavated area. Their generally bad
state of preservation is due to the destructive activity of
stone robbers and the modern recycling of building ma-
terial for military constructions. The majority of the reg-
istered stones were discovered in the southern part of the
house, where the blocks were left in situ. Interpretation
of several elements found within the insula is hampered
by the fact that they were found loose in the debris filling
the house or re-used in a secondary context. Nevertheless,
this was a common practice in Nea Paphos throughout
the ages, and the material from the excavations provides
an exceptional possibility of attempting a credible recon-
struction of the patterns of decoration of the peristyle,
passageways, and windows.

As the final objective, we anticipate being able to
interpret subsequent buildings and phases in a histori-
cal perspective. The intended goal requires extensive ac-
tivities both in the field and in the archives. Therefore,
to achieve this, we prepared new documentation at the

7 Michaelides 1992, 823; Vanderstar 1997, vol. 2, 46—47 (cat.
HCC 24-27).

18 The research stay in Paphos from March 22 until April 4, 2019,
involved: the author (as the main investigator), prof. Demetrios
Michaelides, prof. Patrizio Pensabene, dr Eleonora Gasparini
(co-investigators), Patrizio Filieri (archaeologist and draftsman),
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archaeological site, and currently we are revisiting the
documentation from former excavations.

The first phase of fieldwork started in 2019." To
register all the remains of architecture and the preserved
decoration (paintings on the walls, decorated architec-
tural blocks) within the entire insula, we used 3D laser
scanning, digital ground photogrammetry, and aerial
photography. These methods optimise the documenta-
tion process allowing quick retrieval of very precise spa-
tial data. They serve as methods of illustration (providing
a new, or even better, picture of the site). They are also
used as methods of analysis, enabling the exploration of
space and spatial relations, thus allowing a study on the
socio-historical topography of the House."”

Documentation made by 103 separate scans contain-
ing billions of points with three dimensional data (x, y, z)
and description of colours, the virtual equivalent of the
actual geometry of the architectural structure (with lev-
elling, linear and angular dimensions), is now the basis
for updating the plan and elaborating the elevations of
the walls and their cross-sections (Fig. 6). Hereafter, the
3D documentation may be the starting point for a three-
dimensional model of the site, its static visualisation,
or virtual tours. It also provides a possibility of printing
a scale model or copies of architectural details.

In addition, over one hundred decorated stone
blocks dispersed throughout the entire excavated area
were documented. The collected data — detailed ortho-
photography with geo-references (GIS), photographs,

and drawings — are used to create a database of all the

and Marcin Gladki and Piotr Prejs (archacologists, technicians,
and specialists in 3D documentation).

" For an illustration of the implications of such an approach
and the new information they provide for understanding the
Roman house, see Tuori, Nissin (eds) 2015, 101-118, 133-147,
161-176.
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Fig. 6. Model of the House of Orpheus made of laser scan data (compiled by M. Gladki).

architectural elements (Fig. 7). The scanned archi-
tectural details are to be modelled in order to create
a virtual reconstruction of the architectural structures.
This is to help us in the interpretation of the layout of
the house, because the architectural decoration, next to
the mosaics and paintings, allowed contractors, or rather
their commissioners, to highlight and refine the hierar-
chical organisation of the space, appropriate for an archi-
tectural design of a domus romana.

The field prospection is complemented by library
and archival research at the University of Cyprus in
Nicosia, allowing for a re-analysis of the published and,
in particular, the unpublished documentation drawn
during the excavations (drawings, field sketches, inven-
tory cards, and photographs), which will enable the con-
textualisation of the finds.

Early results of the research

After the first season of fieldwork, we are able to
present some preliminary remarks, to be verified and de-
veloped in the course of further research.

There are several premises on the basis of which we
can cautiously distinguish at least four stages in the de-
velopment of the excavated remains: three of them can
be defined as phases of gradual growth and development,
the last one — as related to a decrease and change in the
function of certain parts of the house.
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1. It seems that in the eatliest phase, the area was di-
vided into smaller sections as witnessed by the four par-
allel E-W walls, which run perpendicularly towards the
presumed eastern road (Fig. 8). The sections are of more
or less equal width. Starting from the north: I: 14.40 m
(within the walls); II: 14.31 m; III: 12.43 m; and IV: un-
known, since it is not fully excavated. Even if it is not ab-
solutely clear whether this division should be considered
as an indication of different properties, an argument sup-
porting such a hypothesis is offered by three thresholds —
all found on the eastern wall, in the S-E corner of each
section. Perhaps the now lost street with a sewer channel
running E-W and separating residential units II and III
belonged to this phase.

2. The new spatial arrangement of residential unit I
is related to the second phase (Fig. 9). The main change
consists in the elimination of the street by including it in
the space to the east. This hypothesis would be supported
by a large threshold implying the presence of a door al-
most 2 m wide along the axis of this street, which appears
to be the largest of all of the thresholds along the eastern
boundary of the excavated area. At that time, a rectangu-
lar colonnaded courtyard, of which a paved corner as well
as a heart-shaped column (in the S-W corner) remain,
was rebuilt (Fig. 10). While in the original layout the
rooms flanked the courtyard only on three sides (W, N,
E), the inclusion of an additional space allowed for the
construction of a series of rooms to the west of the court-
yard. At the moment, we lack enough data that would
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Fig. 9. Second phase of the House of Orpheus — an attempt at reconstruction (compiled by Rekowska).
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Fig. 10. Colonnaded courtyard with a heart-shaped column (photo by M. Gladki, P. Prejs).

Fig. 11. Third phase of the House of Orpheus — an attempt at reconstruction (compiled by M. Rekowska).
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Fig. 12. Mosaic with Orpheus (photo: The Getty Conservation
Institute).

enable us to propose a hypothesis concerning the other
parts — namely that they remained (at least initially) three
distinct units, with their separate entrances still in use.
3. During the third phase, several earlier units
merged, and the residence reached its apogee, both in
size and decoration (Fig. 11). The biggest change occurred
in the northern wing, which became official in charac-
ter. The reception area was divided into different parts.
On its western side, there are the two chambers deco-
rated with the figurative mosaics (Figs 12, 13). In its
north-eastern part, a thermal bath complex was erected,
with two rooms with heating installations (hypocaustum)
(Fig. 14). The large size of the baths in relation to the
size of the entire residential area, their location, and the
possibility of accessing them directly from the streets may
suggest that their use was not solely private (Fig. 15).
The architectural elements discovered in the south-
ern sector of the excavated area should also be associated
with this phase (Fig. 16). A section of the western am-
bulatory with two blocks of a stylobate iz situ, next to
which were found three screen panels (#ransenna), two
almost complete and a fragmentary one further to the

20 Michaelides 1991, 7-8.
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archive).

north (all fallen but in situ), suggests the presence of
a large peristyle (Fig. 17). Unfortunately, as this area has
not been fully explored, it is impossible to define its ex-
act limits. A number of column drums and shafts of dif-
ferent diameters suggest the existence of an upper level,
something confirmed by the nearby stairs.

4. The last, fourth phase of the structures in the
excavated area reflects a process of gradual transforma-
tion of the domestic space. The rooms to the south of
the colonnaded courtyard were converted into storage
spaces as evidenced by giant pithoi and large quantities
of amphorae found 77 sizu (Fig. 18). Production installa-
tions (several water basins of different sizes) were located
mainly near the eastern boundary of former residential
unit I1I, including the area previously serving as a street
(Fig. 19). These structures are accompanied by two large
circular stone elements (diameter of 1.23 m, height of
0.55 cm), the interpretation of which is still problematic
(Fig. 20). The picture of the transformation is completed
by changes in the spatial arrangement and communi-
cation between the rooms. This was achieved thanks to
newly built walls and the blocking of former entrances
with re-used architectural elements (Fig. 21.a, b).

Meanwhile, it seems that the western side of this
part of the building (where the geometric mosaic of
exceptional quality was found®) retained its residential
character (Fig. 22). Regrettably, the remains lie very near
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mosaic floor
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Fig. 15. Entrance to the baths, just after the 1988 investigation (photo by D. Michaelides).
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. RO D ) v D A L
Fig. 16. Architectural elements in the southern part of the excavated insula (photo by M. Gtadki, P. Prejs).

Fig. 17. Remains of the stylobate (photo by M. Rekowska).
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Fig. 18. Storage space S of
the courtyard, just after the
1987 exploration (photo by
D. Michaelides).
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Fig. 21. Two capitals in re-use (a) and just after the exploration
(b) (photos by D. Michaelides).
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Fig. 22. Rooms near the western limits of the excavated area: stairs in the foreground, the room with paintings in the background

(photo by M. Rekowska).

Fig. 23. a. Doric capital D 62; b. Ionic capital D 12 (compiled by M. Gladki).

the surface, and their layout — largely erased by stone
robbers, building activity of the British Royal Air Force,
and modern agricultural activities — is hard to interpret,
and until now the relation between the western and the
eastern parts remains unclear.

The proposed relative chronology must obviously be
in accordance with the absolute chronology for which
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a reference point is provided by the dated finds, pottery,
and mosaics which belong to the third phase (or the phase
of the greatest development at the turn of the 2" and 3
centuries). To the same phase we can assign the majority
of the registered architectural elements, among which the
most interesting are capitals and fragments of cornices,
jambs, and lintels, their decoration influenced by the
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Fig. 24. Corinthian capital of a column: a. Lower part D 58; b. Upper part D 60 (compiled by M. Gtadki).

Fig. 25. Fragment of an entablature with zravicello modillions,
D 42 (compiled by M. Gladki).

2! Pensabene in this volume.
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Alexandrian style (Figs 23-25). The details of ornamen-
tation as well as the material used for their manufacture
(local limestone and, rarely, sandstone) suggest that they
are the work of local masons, who apparently continued
the tradition deriving from the Ptolemaic Period.” In the
Middle Empire it was common and practical to make use
of the advanced skills of local craftsmen and artisans —
as testified by the quality of the mosaics made by Cypriot
craftsmen. The mosaic inscription written in Greek but
mentioning the Latin ##ia nomina of ‘[Titlos or more
likely ‘(Gai]os Pinnios Restitutos’ (Fig. 26)* confirms this
practice. It shows that the owner of the house, a Roman
citizen, most likely from overseas, commissioned the dec-
oration of his house from a local workshop. The presence

Fig. 26. Inscription on the mosaic with Orpheus (photo by
M. Michaelides).

2 SEG XXXVI, 1986, no. 1263bis; Michaelides 1986b, 485—
486; Donderer 1989, 73; Cayla 2018, 370.
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of foreigners on the premises is also confirmed by Latin
graffiti on painted wall-plaster fragments found in the
south-eastern corner of the excavated area.?

On one hand we have the Roman tria nomina (not-
withstanding the fact that they are written in Greek) and
the baths equipped with a hypocaust, a feature of Roman
origin; on the other: the Alexandrian elements in the ar-
chitectural decoration, as well as several Egyptianizing
objects (the polylychnon mentioned above? and a terra-
cotta of the Tyche of Alexandria®®) combined with the
mythological scenes represented on the mosaics and wall
paintings. All these reflect a wealthy owner (or owners)
with a cosmopolitan background, ambitious as well as
sophisticated and well educated.
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