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ABSTRACT: World news coverage is an important source of information about the worlds of “the 
others” for television audiences. Its production is connected with the hidden logic in the selection of 
issues, geographical areas, and actors. International news fl ows are infl uenced by news values, cultural 
and geographical contexts, and historical backgrounds. Th is article presents a study of foreign aff airs 
coverage in Czech television news programs based on a quantitative content analysis. It deals with 
questions such as: which countries or continents are included in the television news agendas? What is 
the frequency of their coverage? How is the news fl ow aff ected by the news values? 
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INTRODUCTION

News coverage, with its manifested function to inform, belongs to the type of media 
content, which the study of mass communication, from the start of its institutional-
ized form in most Western democracies with the fi rst half of the 20th century, is 
intensively looked into. Th e research of news production was gradually broadened 
from research for the foundation of sociology of news coverage1 introduced in the 
1950s in the USA, aft er an in-depth research of news report content. News content 
research presents a range from the simple quantifi cation of topical agenda coming 
later (particularly aft er the turning point of the 1960s and 1970s) from the logic 
that the media agenda infl uences which topics circulating will be important to the 
public, aft er qualitative analysis of the representation of various social groups, in-
cluding minorities, social eff ects up till aft er the case study of the representation of 
concrete events in news coverage. A series of research at the same time is connected 

1 Th is includes, for instance, David Manning White’s Gatekeeping (1997) and Warren Breed’s 
Social Control in the Newsroom (1997).
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with the normative view and application of the image, as the potential production 
of news coverage diff ers from the ideal look of the news coming from the normative 
expectations of the given media system, the public, and several of their compon-
ents.2 Th e normative principle is used especially in the news, which topically pre-
sents the constant battle of opinions,3 particularly the news from domestic policy. 
World news coverage, on the other hand, is a refl ection of international information 
fl ow. A more intensive interest about the contents of world news was started by 
the study of Galtung and Ruge (1965), which resulted in the listing of twelve news 
values which, according to the authors, mark the factors infl uencing the selection 
of world news to the media content and started to fi nally be used in media studies 
as an explanation of the selection of news in general.

LITERATURE OVERVIEW

World news coverage and the selection of areas, which are being reported on, are 
to a certain degree refl ections between cultural informational exchanges and oft en 
are related to political or economical fl ows between given geographical areas. Older 
studies have already pointed to the interconnection of world news coverage and 
economy (see for instance Boyd-Barrett & Rantanen, 1998). A further study by 
Westerstahl and Johansson (1994), defi ning fi ve factors used during the selection of 
world news, was an infl uential contribution to the research of international fl ows. 
Th e fi rst of them is the meaning (importance), which Westerstahl and Johansson 
see as a national characteristic measurable, e.g. by information about the size of 
the population or gross national product, a further news value is the closeness de-
fi ned as a connection between the two countries. According to the authors, it con-
cerns the relative value, which is possible to be seen as the closeness geographic-
ally (measurable according to the distance of the capital cities), economically, and 
culturally. Th e selection of world news also infl uences drama, which “concerns the 
events rather than the countries, and which comprises a series of news values tied 
both to the event and the presentation of the event” (Westerstahl & Johansson, 
1994, p. 74). According to Westerstahl and Johansson, these three values are basic. 
Two additional factors can further infl uence their exertion (Westerstahl & Johans-
son, pp. 73–75) — of the ideological value and the value of approach.

Th e research of international information fl ows has intensifi ed since the 1980s. 
One of the reoccurring conclusions of these studies was the confi rmation of the ex-
isting hierarchy and disproportion among countries of the international system in-
fl uencing the content, direction, and extent of information fl ows among countries, 
especially between developed countries and less developed ones (Chang, 1998). Th is 

2 See, for instance, the large amounts of research from the media group at Glasgow University: 
Eldridge (1993), Philo (1995), Eldridge (1995), Philo (1999). 

3 See for instance Hallin (1986).
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imbalance of countries in the international information system comes from a dis-
similar disposition through fi nancial resources and communication technologies 
connected to historical development. Th e problems and results of this disproportion 
were also communicated during the time when they called for New World Informa-
tion and Communication Order in the 1970s by the chosen organization, UNESCO 
and the McBride Commission (Boyd-Barrett & Rantanen, 1998). Th e disproportion 
in the communication system at the same time was interpreted in a number of ways 
during the development; as a symptom of cultural imperialism (see for instance Schil-
ler, 1969), as the result of an imbalanced concentration of power or wealth (Schramm, 
1964), or by the marking of several countries as elite (Galtung & Ruge, 1965).

Chang (1998) starts from world system theory and its extension of the depend-
ency theory, while using the separation of countries on whose basis divides coun-
tries into three “interactive spheres or zones of economic, political, social, and 
cultural relationships: core, semi-periphery, periphery” (Chang, 1998, p. 530). 
According to Chang, the classifi cation comes from the position in the world sys-
tem on how the larger movement and interaction exist among “the core” countries 
than with potential counterparts from the other two zones and the direction of 
fl ows heading rather from the top layer to the bottom (Chang, 1998). Chang clas-
sifi es the USA, Western European countries (particularly Great Britain, Germany, 
and France), Japan and Canada as core countries of the international information 
system. According to him, the semi-peripheral countries consist of other Western 
European countries (e.g. Sweden and Switzerland) and relatively advanced econ-
omies, such as South Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, Argentina, Mexico, and Egypt. 
Th e peripheral countries referred to most developing and less developed nation-
states including former Soviet bloc countries. Th e author considered China and 
Russia as semi-peripheral countries. It is also necessary to take into consideration 
the reality that the mentioned study is from older data, and since 1998 the inter-
national information system has gone through further advances, particularly in 
connection with the rising wealth of several countries (China, India, Brazil) and 
with the strengthening of several areas also within the international political sys-
tem. Th e terms “core nations,” “semi-peripheral countries” and “peripheral coun-
tries” stem from the theory of structural imperialism proposed by Norwegian 
sociologist Galtung (1971) and developed further by Wallerstein (1974).

World news agencies and their traditional areas of interest play an important 
role in the research of international information fl ows. As Boyd-Barrett and Ran-
tanen point out, the global coverage system from the second half of the 20th cen-
tury was controlled, to a great degree, by “Th e Big Four” Western agencies: AFP, 
AP, Reuters, and UPI, as well as by two leading socialist state block agencies: the 
Soviet TASS and Chinese Chinoua (Xinhua). In addition, an important role in 
the international exchange of audiovisual information had been played by APTV 
— a television off shoot of AP and Reuters Television (Boyd-Barrett & Rantanen, 
1998). According to Boyd-Barrett and Rantanen (1998, p. 27):

CEJoC Fall 2013.indb   278CEJoC Fall 2013.indb   278 2013-08-19   08:47:252013-08-19   08:47:25



The worlds of  “the others”? Czech television’s agenda of world news coverage

CENTRAL EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF COMMUNICATION 2b(2013)  279

the global news system is still very hierarchical; a small amount of global agencies deliver world 
news to the consumers worldwide, including the national news agencies, the hierarchy neverthe-
less, is maintained by the accumulation of advantages arising from the position on the market than 
the formal agreement by the key players. 

A real formal agreement among the fi rst international agencies (including Ha-
vas, Reuters, Wolff ) played a role in the division of world regions at the turn of the 
20th century. According to Jeremy Tunstall, the global infl uence of the USA peaked 
in the mid-20th century and is now in decline, whereas India, China and other 
states had become important players within their regions. Tunstall estimates that 
the non-US world audience devotes roughly 10 per cent of its media consumption 
time to US media product (Tunstall, 2008). Interstates dependencies of the contem-
porary world are depicted also by Th omas McPhail’s “Th eory of electronic colonial-
ism” (ECT), which is described as an unequal relationship, as developing nations 
become dependent on the West for “communication hardware and soft ware, along 
with engineers, technicians, and related information protocols, that establish for-
eign norms, values, and expectations” (McPhail, 2002, p. 14).  

Even through the awareness of the magnitude of the infl uence of news agencies 
on the fi nal look of news content, we did not analyze the reality in the presented 
research, particularly due to the technical diffi  culty in analyzing the element of 
television news production and the necessity of researching it by studying the  con-
ditions of production in media organizations, rather than through a survey of fi nal 
television news content. Th e presented study is directed on the basis of the achieved 
fi ndings of numerous studies about international information fl ows. It aims at ana-
lyzing how much selected economic indicators, their distance from one other, and 
business exchange(s) play a role in the question of which country gets the space 
concerning world news coverage of Czech television stations. 

METHODOLOGY

In the research of state representation in world news coverage, we have chosen trad-
itional quantitative content analysis. Th ere were multiple levels of pattern construc-
tion. Th e support of the selection was news programs of television stations from 
all over the Czech Republic: CT1’s Události [Events], TV Nova’s Televizní noviny 
[TV News], and Prima TV’s Zprávy [News] broadcast in 2010. Th ese stations were 
chosen from a proposal of television broadcasts because of their full format focus. 
Secondly, they were included in the research because of their market share, since the 
selected television stations have been the most watched for a considerable period 
of time.4

4 For more actual data on viewership, see the websites of the Association of television organisations 
(ATO) which unifi es public service broadcaster and private broadcasters and runs continuous research 
of television viewership — http://www.ato.cz/. 
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A pattern of analysis was created by stories in the news of all 156 leading news 
broadcasts of CT1, TV Nova, and Prima TV in 2010. Th e selection of individual 
day broadcasts was a method of a systematic random selection, accounting for dif-
ferences in broadcasts in individual days of the week. Aft er the fi rst selected day, 
the following day of the next week (d1 + 8) was selected. Th ere was a guaranteed 
limitation of infl uence of the seasonality of media, and a varying agenda in news 
coverage depending on the season of the calendar year and also the disproportional 
representation of various days of the week. Aft er selecting world news, the pattern 
fi le presented 823 individual news stories. Such a pattern construction meant a dif-
ference in the amount of world news stories from individual stations. On the other 
hand, it ensured the same extra media conditions in the chosen days for all three 
stations and the idea came to us to compare the more important stations, than even-
ing up the amount of news stories in the selected stations through diff erent days. 

Th e news story was the basic coding unit, defi ned as “formally and by the con-
tent of the comprehensive sequence, reporting with pictures, words, and a combina-
tion of both about a single event (or a single topic)” (Štětka, 2007, p. 94). Th e view-
point of the geographical anchoring was employed while fi ltering through world 
news. Also considered as world news, is world news without any connections to 
the Czech Republic, when all the news is looked at through events which happened 
beyond the borders of the Czech Republic, hereinaft er known as “bohemica,” and 
also in the form of world news with the connection to aff airs in the Czech Republic, 
domestic news with connections to international aff airs. In the case of bohemica, 
the fi rst mentioned locality talks about the classifi cation of the pattern research.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESES

Th e analysis of world news coverage is divided into two parts. Th e fi rst, formulated 
as a research question, aims at investigating the presence of foreign countries in 
world news coverage. Th e second part of the analysis underlines the factors infl u-
encing the approach of these countries in the news. Th e analyses of the American 
media conducted by Golan (2008) and Wu (2007) were used as a starting point. 
Th ese analyses have determined the size of the population, area of the country, 
GDP, extent of turnover in international trade and geographical distance as key 
factors. Th e aim here is to evaluate the validity of these factors in the Czech media 
environment.

Th e information concerning the size of population, area, and GDP has been 
drawn from the publication, Th e World Factbook, in which the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) has made all this data public in 2010.5 Th e geographical distance is 
determined as the fl ight distance between the capital cities of the two countries. 

5 Central Intelligence Agency, 2010. Th e World Factbook. Retrieved March 18, 2011 from https://
www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html.
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Th e turnover of international trade in the Czech Republic is defi ned in line with 
documents issued by the Czech Ministry of Industry and Trade as well as the Czech 
Statistical Offi  ce.6

In this study we mostly aim at answering the following research question: What 
countries did Události, Televizní noviny, and Zprávy TV Prima report on in 2010? 
In line with this, the following hypotheses are being addressed:

H1: Th e leading news programs on Czech television stations oft en report on eco-
nomically and politically well developed countries with a global infl uence. Further-
more, attention is given to neighboring countries where economic cooperation, as 
well as cultural and linguistic closeness, is strongly tied to the Czech Republic.

H2: Th e bigger the geographical area of the country, the more oft en it appears in 
world news of Czech television stations.

H3: Th e bigger the population of the country, the more oft en it is mentioned in 
world news.

H4: Th e higher the economic performance of the country measured by gross 
domestic product (GDP), the more oft en Czech television stations refer to it.

H5: Th e shorter the geographical distance of the given country to the Czech 
Republic, the more oft en it is found in world news.

H6: Th e bigger the turnover in international trade of the Czech Republic with 
the given country, the more oft en Czech television stations report on it.

CONTINENT AND COUNTRY REPRESENTATION IN WORLD NEWS 
OF CZECH TELEVISION STATIONS

Th e position of individual countries and continents in the communication 
fl ows directed towards the Czech media is signifi cantly uneven. Th e main news 
programs on television stations, namely CT1, TV Nova, and Prima TV, re-
ported on events in 106 out of nearly 200 countries around the world in the ob-
served pattern from 2010.7 In nearly half of the countries, the Czech television 
station’s Události did not fi nd it important enough to even mention anything 
about them. Th e most diverse view on international events was given the fol-
lowing year by public service broadcaster’s Události, which reported on events 
in 92 countries (see Figure 1). 

6 Th e Ministry of Industry and Trade. Th e Department of Economic Analyses; Th e Czech 
Statistical Offi  ce, Th e Department of Foreign Trade Statistics. Foreign Trade of the Czech Republic 
2009; Prague: Ministry of Industry and Trade CZ, Department of Information Technology, 2010. 
Retrieved Match 20, 2011 from http://download.mpo.cz/get/42109/47026/562340/priloha001.pdf.

7 Th e number of countries is only roughly stated, since several countries, such as Kosovo, Taiwan, 
or Palestine, are only acknowledged as sovereign and independent by part of the international 
community. In accordance with Czech foreign policy, Kosovo, the State of Palestine, and the Vatican 
are regarded as independent countries in this research. 

CEJoC Fall 2013.indb   281CEJoC Fall 2013.indb   281 2013-08-19   08:47:262013-08-19   08:47:26



Tomáš Trampota, Kateřina Kučerová

282  CENTRAL EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF COMMUNICATION 2b(2013)

Figure 1. Th e number of countries appearing in Události, Televizní noviny, and Zprávy TV 
Prima in 2010

Source: authors.

Televizní noviny paid attention to events in 78 countries, while Zprávy TV Prima 
referred to 63 countries, and became the least diverse on this issue. Some coun-
tries, e.g. the geographically distant, such as Ethiopia, Benin, or French Polynesia, 
but even Slovenia, Latvia, and FYR Macedonia only appeared once in world news 
coverage. Other countries, such as the USA, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland (hereinaft er Great Britain), and Russia, on the other hand, 
appeared in nearly every researched news program. Generally, European countries 
received the most attention, with more than half of the news titles (see Figure 2).

European countries appear in 58 percent of all world news stories in the re-
searched patterns of Události, Televizní noviny, and Zprávy TV Prima. Th e dom-
inant position of Europe in the approach to Czech world news coverage is not 
only given by economic interconnection and geographical closeness, but also the 
connection of television stations to a system of news exchange with more Euro-
pean TV stations. Public service Czech Television is a member of the European 
Broadcasting Union (EBU), and thus protects the system of television exchange 
within Eurovision. TV Nova is connected with a similar commercial television 
project, European News Exchange (ENEX), which European and American pri-
vate television stations contribute to. 

Moreover, TV Nova even takes advantage of the exchange of news stories with 
other television stations, which are owned by CME (also called CME portal).
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Figure 2. Continent representation in world news of the television stations CT1, TV Nova, 
and Prima TV

Source: authors.

North America and Asia had roughly the same representation in the researched 
pattern in Czech world news coverage. News about events in North American 
countries made up 15 percent, while events in Asian countries received two more 
percentage points than North America. One-third of all events were dedicated 
to countries in these continents. Stories from South American, African and Aus-
tralian countries were not that popular in news coverage by Události, Televizní 
noviny, and Zprávy TV Prima. For instance, South America was only represented 
with fi ve per cent out of the 823 world news stories. Th e news coverage of a coun-
try in this region would probably have been even lower in a diff erent year. How-
ever, in the 2010 research, the attention of Czech television was attracted by a 
strong continual event — the rescue of 33 miners in Chile.8 African countries 
scored about two percentage points lower in the news. Th e least attention was 
paid to Australia, which fi nished last with a mere two percent of the news. For 
the stories from the three least covered regions — South America, Africa and 
Australia, media attention was decided by attributes of individual events, such as 
their negativity, unexpectedness, or drama, rather than their contextual relations 
with the Czech Republic in the form of economic cooperation, political, cultural, 

8 Copper and gold miners were trapped underground at the beginning of August aft er a mine 
collapsed. Th ey spent 69 days underground before they were saved in mid-October. In the two plus 
months, Czech media reported on several unsuccessful attempts to free the trapped miners, their 
communication with their families, health status, preparations for the successful attempt, and even 
about their lives aft erwards. Th is event, which immediately fi lled up the news values at the same time, 
undoubtedly raised interest in the Czech media about Chile and even all of South America.
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and other things closely-related. Hence, Czech television stations, in the termin-
ology of Chang, preferred so-called “event-oriented” news, helping to make it 
possible to consider them from the viewpoint of the direction of information 
and communication fl ows, as a periphery zone of the world (Chang, 1998). Th is 
claim is supported not only through the rescue of the Chilean miners, but even 
through further events in South America, Africa, and Australia, which Czech 
television stations reported on. In the case of South America, Chile came into 
the limelight in connection with the February earthquake, which defl ected the 
Earth’s axis. Brazil appeared in the leading news programs because of the wars 
between drug gangs with strongholds in the impoverished quarter of Rio de Ja-
neiro. Televizní noviny and Zprávy TV Prima gave attention to the landslides and 
fl ooding in Peru, which claimed the lives of at least 20 people in April. African 
countries were covered by the news programs through a scandal in a Ugandan 
newspaper, which printed photos of homosexuals with the title “Hang Th em!,” or 
due to the political crisis in the Ivory Coast which erupted aft er the presidential 
election in December 2009, when both candidates declared victory and refused 
to back down. Finally, Australia mostly appeared in the news in connection to 
extensive fl oods, the election of the fi rst female prime minister in history, or due 
to the rescue of a humpback whale, and a platypus that got stuck in a reservoir.

In contrast to the core and semi-peripheral countries, Czech television sta-
tions produced a large amount of news about Europe, North America, and Asia. 
A country’s membership to the “core countries,” in addition to the characteristics 
of the selected events connected to the given countries, was also strengthened by 
the frequency with which it was found in world news coverage. Hence, it is pos-
sible to label the USA, Great Britain, France, Germany, China, as well as Russia 
among the core countries in Czech television’s news coverage. However, not even 
“event-oriented” appearances were missing in the news coverage of these coun-
tries. One such story was the news item about a young boy who took 21 children 
and a teacher hostage at a preschool in Western France. Th e “context-oriented” 
news, where the contextual relations prevail over the characteristics of the events 
outweighed. Chang (1998) also puts Japan and Canada in the aforementioned list 
of core zone countries, but they rarely appear in news programs researched and 
from the Czech Republic’s point of view, it is not possible to consider them key in 
international communication fl ows. Th erefore, they fall into the category of semi-
peripheral countries.

If we compare the results of our study with the results of the already-cited 
Chang’s work (1998, p. 509), it would be possible, regarding the frequency and 
character of selected events of Czech television news coverage, to move Russia and 
China from the category of semi-peripheral countries to the group of “core” coun-
tries. It is possible to regard other countries from the top ten as semi-peripheral 
countries, such as Slovakia, Poland, and from those outside the top ten, Austria and 
the Netherlands.
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Table 1. Ten most frequented countries in the world news coverage of Události, Televizní 
noviny, and Zprávy TV Prima broadcast in 2010

Rank Country Occurrencies Percentage

 1 USA 186 14

 2 Great Britain  96  7

 3 Russia  89   6.7

 4 Germany  64   4.8

 5 Slovakia  53  4

 6 Poland  45   3.4

 7 France  37   2.8

 8 EU  33   2.5

 9 Afghanistan  28   2.1

10 China  27  2

Source: authors.

Although from the perspective of the continents, Europe dominated world 
news coverage, from the perspective of individual countries the biggest number 
of news events were those covered in the United States. From the 823 news sto-
ries, the USA was presented in 186 of them (a total of 14 percent). In the case of 
the next two most frequented countries, including Great Britain and Russia, the 
coverage research revealed them to be about half that of the USA. Th e second 
most oft en mentioned country was Great Britain, with seven percent coverage. 
Following in third place, with only three-tenths of a percent lower, came Russia. 
Th e position of these countries in the world news coverage of Czech television is 
in accordance with the theory emphasizing that the media focuses on countries 
with a signifi cant political and economic infl uence. Without a doubt the USA, 
Great Britain, and Russia are economically strong and have a global infl uence. 
From the top ten, it might be also possible to place Germany, France, China, and 
the European Union as a whole into this group. Among the most frequented coun-
tries, even neighboring Slovakia and Poland were presented. Th is result fulfi lls the 
thesis about favoring countries with economic, cultural, linguistic, and further 
ties. One surprising thing is the coverage of news stories from Afghanistan, which 
came in as the ninth most oft en mentioned country. However, in 2010, no break-
ing news story appeared in this Central Asian country which caused any dramatic 
shift  in the fi ght between the Allied Forces and the radical Islamic Taliban move-
ment, and they had to wait fi ve more months aft er the end of 2010 for the death 
of Osama bin Laden, the leader of the international terrorist network, Al-Qaeda. 
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Yet, Afghanistan stayed in the spotlight as a symbol of the worldwide fi ght against 
terrorism. Among the most important events in 2010 was the start of the allied 
off ensive in the southern Afghan province of Helmand, which became intensive 
from the beginning, and also had record statistics with the most foreign soldiers 
being killed in Afghanistan since the beginning of the invasion in 2001. Another 
factor which greatly increased the presence of Afghanistan in Czech world news 
coverage, was undoubtedly the participation of Czech NATO soldiers in Afghan-
istan. Th e mission of Czech soldiers in Central Asian countries was the largest 
military action of the Czech army that year, and thus received so much atten-
tion. Th erefore, Afghanistan became the target of foreign news reporters of Czech 
TV stations, who mapped live on the bases, and not even news coverage of the 
suff ering of wounded Czech soldiers on this mission in Afghanistan was lacking.

Table 2 presents, among the individual news channels, the top ten countries 
(in order) television stations the most oft en reported on, with only small devia-
tions from the overall order. Th e same three countries make up the fi rst three 
spots in Události, Televizní noviny, and Zprávy TV Prima. Aft er that, the order 
varies, and among the individual channels, there exist diff erences in the country’s 
representation. Th e leading news broadcasts diff er from the overall order of the 
top ten most frequented countries at most in the placement of two other coun-
tries. Although this diff erence does not look too important at fi rst glance, it is 
one of the symptoms of a diff erent organization of television stations according 
to the style of their ownership and fi nancing — the characteristic of commercial 
and public television.

Table 2. Ten of the most oft en mentioned countries in individual leading news broadcasts

Rank Události Televizní noviny Zprávy TV Prima

1 USA USA USA

2 Russia Great Britain Great Britain

3 Great Britain Russia Russia

4 Germany Germany Slovakia

5 EU France Germany

6 Slovakia Slovakia Poland

7 Poland Poland France

8 Afghanistan Australia EU

9 China China Austria

10 Greece Afghanistan New Zealand

Source: authors. 
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In the case of Události, Greece appeared among the top ten countries in con-
trast to the broadcasts of the other two commercial television stations, which 
Czech Television mainly reported on in connection with economic aff airs. On 
the other hand, private media outlets did not give so much attention to economic 
news. Public service television also paid greater attention to aff airs in the Euro-
pean Union as a whole, which is due to the fact that they are the only Czech tele-
vision station which constantly has Brussels in its world news reports. Th anks to 
this, it brings more information from the representatives’ talks of the European 27, 
which, in many cases, other television stations did not report on. Televizní noviny, 
however, gave more attention to events in France and Australia. Nevertheless, 
there is the biggest visible correspondence in these two leading news channels.

Th e greatest deviations from the overall order are shown by Zprávy TV Prima. 
Afghanistan and China are completely missing in the top ten most frequented coun-
tries. Afghanistan, where Czech Television and TV Nova broadcast their ad hoc re-
ports in 2010, placed 25th in the amount of news stories which, compared to Události 
and Televizní noviny, makes a signifi cant diff erence. Also, China, which ranks ninth 
on Czech Television and Nova news, fell to fi ft eenth on Prima, with a mere three 
news stories. Instead of these two countries, Zprávy TV Prima paid more attention 
to Austria and New Zealand. Except for the top ten most frequented countries, the 
individual programs diff er greatly among themselves. Nevertheless, it is possible to 
trace the similarity between Czech Television and TV Nova news coverage. An ex-
ample is the case of North Korea, which is an international community long regarded 
as a threat to worldwide safety. While in Události and Televizní noviny this country 
belongs to the top twenty countries reported the most in 2010, in Zprávy TV Prima it 
was ranked in 32nd position, with only two news stories reported.

USA, GREAT BRITAIN, AND RUSSIA — THE LEADING SOURCES OF EVENTS

As has already been stated, Události, Televizní noviny, and Zprávy TV Prima paid 
the most attention to the aff airs in the USA, Great Britain, and Russia. Even though 
there were diff erences among the programs researched while ranking Great Britain 
and Russia, the most frequently reported country in world news coverage was the 
USA. In 52 researched broadcast programs of Události and Televizní noviny, 79 news 
stories focused on it, while the United States was also mentioned in connection with 
additional countries. In every broadcast of both news programs, the least amount 
of news about the USA was one story. But it was not an exception when the USA 
was found in three news stories in a single broadcast. Th e maximum the analysis 
revealed was in the broadcast of Události from 18 November 2010, when the United 
States appeared four times in the news. Th e USA had a signifi cantly lower represen-
tation in Zprávy TV Prima, which mentioned it in only 28 news reporting on the 
United States appeared on average in every two broadcasts.

CEJoC Fall 2013.indb   287CEJoC Fall 2013.indb   287 2013-08-19   08:47:262013-08-19   08:47:26



Tomáš Trampota, Kateřina Kučerová

288  CENTRAL EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF COMMUNICATION 2b(2013)

Události had around half of the stories connected with Great Britain and Rus-
sia as they had for the United States. Great Britain was presented in Události in 
41 news stories (about 79 percent of its news stories). Televizní noviny reported on 
it as the second most frequented country in 37 news stories (71 percent of broad-
casts). Zprávy TV Prima again diff ered from the other two programs and gave 
it airtime only in 18 news stories, which made 35 percent of broadcasts. Similar 
statistics can also be seen when reporting on Russia. Here again the most atten-
tion of the leading news programs of Czech Television on Russia was found in 
43 news stories (83 percent of broadcasts). In Televizní noviny, Russia was covered 
in 29 news stories (56 percent of broadcasts). Finally, Russia was paid the least 
attention by Zprávy TV Prima, which reported on it in 17 news stories (33 percent 
of broadcasts) (Figure 3).

AN ANALYSIS OF THE FACTORS DECIDING THE COUNTRY’S APPROACH 
TO WORLD NEWS COVERAGE

Although Czech television stations reported most oft en about countries with a 
signifi cant global, political, and economic infl uence, some exceptions may apply. 
It is possible to conclude that the approach of the country to world news coverage 
decides its position in the hierarchical nations to a signifi cant degree. It is also 
possible to deduce a prominent position from several characteristics. Th e basic 
factors are the area of the country, the number of population, and most of all, 

Figure 3. Th e number of stories which Události, Televizní Noviny and Zprávy TV Prima fo-
cus on in the aff airs of the USA, Great Britain, and Russia

Source: authors. 
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its economic performance, in the form of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Th e 
tightness of the relationship dependency between the indicators and frequency of 
appearances of the country in Czech television stations’ news coverage is shown 
in Table 3.

Table 3. Pearson’s correlation of variable GDP, population size, and area to the amount of 
appearances of the country in world news coverage

Occurrences

GDP

Pearson Correlation         .644**

Sig. (2-tailed)    0

N 106

Population 
size

Pearson Correlation        .228*

Sig. (2-tailed)      0.019

N 105

Area

Pearson Correlation       .503**

Sig. (2-tailed)   0

N 106

** Correlation is signifi cant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

*  Correlation is signifi cant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

Source: authors. 

Th e economic performance of the country measured by GDP is used the most 
during the decision-making process of the country’s approach to world news cover-
age. Pearson’s correlation coeffi  cient of the tightness of relationship dependency 
between the frequency of the appearance in news stories and GDP create r = .644, 
which indicates a high dependency. Th e area of the country is the second most 
important thing with the enforcing factor from the three researched. Th e correla-
tion coeffi  cient in that case comes to r = .503, which again indicates an important 
dependency. 

Th e correlation analysis reveals a low degree of dependency between the fre-
quency of appearance of the country and the population. Th e population size comes 
to r = .228 and even though there is a degree of correspondence detectable, it only 
has a small infl uence on the country’s approach to news coverage. India can be an 
example, which has the second biggest population in the world, yet fi nished 18th with 
an overall count of 16 news stories in the list of frequency of appearances in Události 
Televizní noviny and Zprávy TV Prima. Yet France, which is twentieth in terms of 
population, in terms of appearances in world news coverage is among the top ten.
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Th e next group of factors which comes through during the selection of coun-
tries, is the closeness. Of course it is clear that, while viewing news coverage about 
neighboring Slovakia, with which the Czech Republic shares not only a similar 
language and common history, but of course even geographical closeness, while 
viewing the distribution of the origin of the news from individual continents, the 
true geographic distance from the Czech Republic can appear to play a big role 
when European countries are prevailing. Th e correlation analysis revealed that it is 
not the case (see Table 4).

Table 4. Pearson’s correlation of the variable turnover of world trade and the distance from 
the Czech Republic to the number of the country’s appearances in world news coverage

Occurrences

Trade

Pearson Correlation        .430**

Sig. (2-tailed)   0

N 105

Distance 
from CR

Pearson Correlation      -0.128

Sig. (2-tailed)       0.192

N 106

** Correlation is signifi cant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

Source: authors. 

Pearson’s correlation coeffi  cient for the relationship dependency between the 
geographical distance and frequency of the country’s appearance in news cover-
age does not appear as oft en, meaning that no dependency exists between the two 
variables. Th e result of the correlation analysis, in that case, is in confl ict with West-
erstahl’s and Johansson’s theory (1994), emphasizing that the closeness seen as the 
distance between countries is one of fi ve factors which infl uence the selection of 
events for world news coverage. If we measure the closeness of the country on the 
basis of economic cooperation, the result is completely opposite. Th e degree of cor-
respondence between the representation of foreign countries in news coverage and 
size of turnover of trade between the given country and the Czech Republic is slight, 
yet detectable. Th e correlation coeffi  cient comes to r = .430 and that is from all the 
researched factors of the third highest dependency.

CONCLUSIONS

Th e research shows that from a continental viewpoint, world news coverage of Czech 
television looks mostly at Europe, which can be seen in nearly six out of ten world 
news stories. Th e most prominent countries in world news coverage are the United 
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States, Great Britain and Russia, while the country’s representation at individual tele-
vision stations diff ers, as commercial stations most oft en place Great Britain aft er 
the USA, but public Czech television puts Russia most oft en aft er the USA. Th e view 
of the chosen factors infl uencing the selection of the country to news coverage shows 
that economic performance of the country researched by its GDP, followed by the 
area of the country are among the most important factors when speaking about news 
coverage. On the other hand, population size does not play such a signifi cant role 
in the news selection. Th e geographic closeness of the country is shown as not too 
important, either. Slovakia can appear as a specifi c exception, as it was the fi ft h most 
oft en mentioned country news coverage focused on. Th e case of intense media cover-
age of Slovakia could be also caused by historical bounds of the two states. However, 
economic closeness was shown as a basic factor altogether, the factor with the three 
biggest correlations — a degree of business exchange between the Czech Republic and 
the given country. Research patterns showed that international information exchange 
to a certain degree mirrors  business exchange in the case of Czech Republic. Regard-
ing interstate information fl ows, diff erent patterns of various states and other variables 
than those examined here, may come into play. In the case of former colonial empires, 
historical connections may bring intense media coverage of certain geopolitical areas 
and states. Th erefore, the British media could be covering India more intensively, 
the French media could be more interested in Algeria, etc. Th erefore, interstate in-
formation fl ows are not only infl uenced by the variables examined by our study, but 
also by historical and cultural connections, including migration fl ows and common 
language. 
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