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%ARLY฀MEDIEVAL฀SWORDS฀FROM฀THE฀COLLECTION฀฀
OF฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀-USEUM฀IN฀3ZCZECIN฀IN฀THE฀LIGHT฀฀

OF฀A฀NEW฀TYPOLOGICAL
CHRONOLOGICAL฀AND฀TECHNOLOGICAL฀ANALYSIS฀�PART฀�	฀
3UMMARY

4HIS฀ STUDY฀ IS฀ DEVOTED฀ TO฀ FOUR฀ EARLY฀ MEDIEVAL฀ SWORDS฀ STORED฀ IN฀ THE฀ .ATIONAL฀
-USEUM฀IN฀3ZCZECIN�฀4HE฀PAPER฀IS฀A฀CONTINUATION฀OF฀THE฀WEAPON฀COLLECTION฀FROM฀THE฀
3ZCZECIN฀-USEUM฀PRESENTATION�฀WITH฀FIRST฀PART฀PUBLISHED฀RECENTLY฀�+LIMEK�฀+UCYPERA�฀
+URASIÎSKI�฀0UD�O฀����	�฀!LL฀SWORDS฀PRESENTED฀HERE฀WERE฀POSTED฀BEFORE�฀BUT�฀THUS฀FAR�฀
BEREFT฀OF฀DETAILED฀FORMAL�฀CHRONOLOGICAL฀AND฀TECHNOLOGICAL฀ANALYZES�
4HE฀ OLDEST฀ PRESENTED฀ SPECIMEN฀ WAS฀ FOUND฀ IN฀ 3MO�DZINO�฀ 3�UPSK฀ $ISTRICT�฀ .O฀

DETAILED฀ LOCATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ FIND฀ IS฀ KNOWN�฀ APART฀ FROM฀ THE฀ FACT฀ THAT฀ IT฀ WAS฀ UNCOVERED฀
BY฀ SAND฀ FROM฀A฀DUNE�฀ )T฀ IS฀ PRESERVED฀ AS฀ A฀ FEW฀PIECES฀ COMING฀ FROM฀A฀BROKEN฀BLADE�฀
!NOTHER฀ TWO฀ SWORDS฀ WERE฀ ALSO฀ PRESERVED฀ PARTIALLY�฀ BOTH฀ WITH฀ ALMOST฀ COMPLETELY฀
MISSING฀ BLADES�฀ 4HEY฀ ARE฀ MOST฀ PROBABLY฀ STRAY฀ FINDS฀ FROM฀ THE฀ 2IVER฀ /DER฀ NEAR฀
3ZCZECIN�฀ 4HE฀ LAST�฀ YOUNGEST฀ SPECIMEN�฀ IS฀ A฀ LOOSE฀ FIND฀ FROM฀ :�OCIENIEC�฀ $RAWSKO฀
$ISTRICT�
4HE฀3MO�DZINO฀ SWORD฀HAS฀ BEEN฀DATED฀ TO฀ THE฀ �ND฀ HALF฀ OF฀ THE฀ �THsHALF฀ OF฀ THE฀ ��TH฀

CENTURIES�฀ HOWEVER�฀ IT฀ HAS฀ TO฀ BE฀ NOTED฀ THAT฀ THE฀ TECHNIQUE฀ IN฀ WHICH฀ ITS฀ BLADE฀ WAS฀
FORGED฀ �PILED�SANDWITCHED	฀DOES฀NOT฀ ALLOW฀ TO฀ COMPLETELY฀ RULE฀OUT฀ THE฀POSSIBILITY฀OF฀
THE฀SWORDoS฀EARLIER฀�,A฀4ÅNE฀PERIOD	฀METRIC�
&IRST฀ OF฀ THE฀/DER฀ �3ZCZECIN	฀ SWORDS฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀ CLASSIFIED฀ AS฀ THE฀ YOUNGER฀ TYPE฀ 8฀

BY฀0ETERSEN฀ AND฀ DATED฀ TO฀ THE฀ ��THsHALF฀ OF฀ THE฀ ��TH฀ CENTURIES�฀4HE฀ SECOND฀ SPECIMEN฀
HAS฀BEEN฀ IDENTIFIED฀ AS฀/AKESHOTToS฀ TYPE฀ ��"��฀ AND฀'EIBIGoS฀+OMBINATIONSTYP฀��
)))�฀
)T฀HAS฀BEEN฀LINKED฀WITH฀THE฀PERIOD฀OF฀THE฀��THsBEGINNING฀OF฀THE฀��TH฀CENTURIES�฀"OTH฀
SPECIMENS฀PICKED฀ FROM฀ THE฀/DER฀2IVER฀HAD฀BLADES฀ FORGED฀BY฀WELDING฀ CUTTING
EDGE฀
RODS฀ INTO฀CENTRAL฀CORE฀PIECES�฀4HEIR฀ LOWER฀GUARDS฀AND฀POMMELS฀�WITH�฀POSSIBLY�฀ONE฀
EXCEPTION	฀WERE฀FORMED฀FROM฀SINGLE฀HOMOGENEOUS฀BILLETS฀OF฀IRON�
"Y฀FAR�฀ THE฀BEST฀PRESERVED฀SWORD฀WAS฀ THE฀ONE฀FROM฀:�OCIENIEC�฀CLASSIFIED฀HERE฀AS฀

TYPE฀8)�%��฀BY฀/AKESHOTT฀ AND฀+OMBINATIONSTYP฀��฀ �HILT	฀ AND฀��฀ �BLADE	฀BY฀'EIBIG�฀
)N฀ VIEW฀OF฀ THE฀PRESENTED฀ ANALOGIES�฀ IT฀HAS฀BEEN฀ FIXED฀ TO฀ THE฀ CHRONOLOGICAL฀ FRAME฀OF฀
THE฀ ��THsBEGINNING฀ OF฀ THE฀ ��TH฀ CENTURY�฀ 5NFORTUNATELY�฀ DUE฀ TO฀ EXTERNAL฀ FACTORS�฀ NO฀
MATERIALS฀EXAMINATION฀HAS฀BEEN฀CARRIED฀OUT฀ON฀THIS฀WEAPON�

MGR฀0AWE�฀+UCYPERA
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