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Kushite Stamp Impressions from Selib 2, Sudan

RoksaNnA HAIDUGA

Abstract: More than two hundred sealings have been found since 2010 at Selib 2, a small
Meroitic settlement in the Dongola Reach. This group come from the same context, in the
S2/1/2010 storehouse and the most prominent building within the settlement. This paper
focuses on selected impressions of thirty-one seals found on sealings and discusses them
mainly in terms of iconography. Motifs from the sealings are both figural and non-figural.
They reflect Meroitic beliefs, culture and politics. The catalogue and description of indi-
vidual sealings, complete with photographs and drawings of stamp impressions, provide a
firm base for preliminary observation regarding religion, symbols used by administrations
and political propaganda, as well as allowing one to trace external influences and adapta-
tion of foreign patterns.
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The Dongola Reach region stretches between the Third and Fourth Nile Cataracts in Upper
Nubia, extending approximately 150km downriver of the Fourth Cataract (Fig. 1). During
the Southern Dongola Reach Survey 1997/1998,! three sites were discovered in this region
on the west bank of the Nile, near the modern village of Selib: Selib 1 with the church
dated from the six-century AD, Selib 2 — a Meroitic settlement dated to the first/second-
century BC, and Selib 3 — an Early Christian house.

Archaeological works in 2010 and 2011 focused on the store building S2/1/2010 at
Selib 2 (Fig. 2). It covers c¢. 900m?, was constructed of mud-bricks and preserved mainly
at the foundation level. The entrance was located in the east. Rooms contained storage
vessels dug into the ground or free-standing, beer jars of various types and ceramic mate-
rial complemented by numerous kitchen utensils and amphorae fragments.>

! Zurawski 2000.
2 Zurawski et al. 2014: 338.
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1. Location of Selib 2 within Dongola Reach region (Drawing: A. Cedro).

Further to the west was another complex (S2/1/2011), undoubtedly used simultane-
ously with the S2/1/2010 warehouse. There is no roofing remains, but the preserved floor
at the entrance may indicate that this area was covered. The open courtyard in the central
part of the complex was a convenient reloading/loading or possibly a trade space. In the
southern part of the complex there were five storage rooms.? In the later phase or during
reconstruction works, another room complex (S2/2/2011) was added to the southern corner
0f S2/1/2010. Based on the spatial organisation of the S2/2/2011 structure and its inventory,
we assume it was most likely a residential house.*

Numerous storage vessels and mud sealings indicate the storage function of rectangular
rooms creating S2/1/2010. At the same time, large quantities of ground stone tools associ-
ated with grinding, such as querns and pounders, suggest that some production activity
took place in this area as well.

3 Zurawski et al. 2013: 287-294.
4+ Zurawski et al. 2014: 337, Fig. 10; $2/2/2011 is marked as rooms 510 and room 22 on the plan from 2011.
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2. Selib 2, plan of the site after 2019 season (Drawing: R. Hajduga).

The precise extent of the Meroitic settlement at Selib 2 is hard to establish, but ongoing
geophysical work allows us to reconstruct the gaps in the urban plan of the site. The most
prominent structure unearthed in the course of excavations conducted at the site up to 2019
is the discussed rectangular store building S2/1/2010, surrounded by warehouse units and
residential houses to the east and south.’

’ Hajduga, Momot, Lopaciuk 2021.
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CLAY SEALINGS

Clay sealings were found during each field season, but in 2011 a concentration of over two
hundred fragments was discovered in a single context inside room 1 of S2/1/2010. Most
of them were recorded in the filling of the room, but some also in the mortar between the
bricks of the walls. They were made of grey Nile alluvial clay with varying mineral and
organic inclusions.

The broken sealings must have been systematically removed from storehouse S2/1/2010
and disposed of since they have not accumulated large quantities. A careful study of the
negatives of sealed objects is still not finished. However, one might assume that these
sealings had initially been placed on storage jars and amphorae, which were found in the
same context as sealings. Sealings were stamped with oval or circular stamp seals, though
stamp impressions are often illegible since sealings are mostly fragmentarily preserved.

CATALOGUE OF CLAY SEALINGS

The catalogue includes impressions of selected thirty-one seals attested on sealings from
Selib 2. It presents measurements, photographs, drawings (Figs 3—16), and descriptions
of the images and quotes seals and seal impressions with similar representations as well
as other iconographic parallels.

cat. no. 1

shape: circular; dimensions: d. 3cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: king kneeling on one knee and holding a sceptre in his right hand. He wears
the white crown of Upper Egypt — the hedjet, a short dress, and holds a was-sceptre.
In front of him is an ankh sign and a lotus flower bud, the stem of which follows the
curve of the field in its right part. This image is probably repeated twice on this sealing,
although the second impression is largely obliterated.

Commentary: This stamp impression is similar to a sealing from Jebel Barkal (JB24), where
two figures face each other, and the one on the left is wearing a short dress and Aedjet crown
with streamers.® Amun holding a similar was-sceptre appears on the signet-ring stamps
from Meroe. Three seals from this site show a sitting or standing Amun holding a sceptre
in one hand and an ankh symbol in the other.” The same design is visible on the scarab seal
from Semna, which shows a walking figure in a short dress and holding a was-sceptre.®

cat. no. 2

shape: circular; dimensions: d. 2.9cm.

Description: a kneeling figure with a crown on his head. It has a zoomorphic face that is
not recognisable, but it seems likely to be a ram’s head. The figure kneels on one knee and

¢ Vincentelli 1992: 117.
7 Priese 1992: 30, Figs 28a, 28c; 34, Fig. 31a.
8 Reisner 1914: P1. V, Fig. 10.
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3. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 1-2) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

holds a sceptre in front of him with both hands. The crown resembles a double crown with
streamers on the back. A cape flutters behind the figure, which wears a short robe. Behind
him is a winged sun disk. This seal impression is attested three times on this sealing.
Commentary: A ram-god Amun of Napata is often depicted with a solar disk on his head,
one of the attributes of this deity. However, the similar winged sun disk is also known from
clay sealings from Jebel Barkal (JB10, JB11), where god Apedemak is depicted as a lion.’
A sun disk emphasises his connection to the solar cult.'’ The cat. no. 2 also resembles
the votive plaque of King Tanyidamani from the Temple of Apedemak in Meroe.!!
A ram-headed Apedemak is also depicted on the wall of M620, the Amun temple in Meroe
and the Central Temple in the Great Enclosure of Musawwarat es Sufra.'?

° Vincentelli 1992: 112.
10 Zabkar 1975: 13-36.
1 Wenig 1978: 204.

12 Wenig 1978: 67-68.
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cat. no.: 3

shape: circular; dimensions: d. 2.3cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: archer facing to the right. The image is not complete, but the feet indicate
the figure’s orientation. He holds a long bow in front in one hand and wears a short robe
with an unidentified object attached to his waist. In front of him is an elongated winged
solar disk.

Commentary: The figure from the impression could be compared with Apedemak shown
as a man with a lion’s head or as a lion, often with a bow and an arrow, symbols of the
god of war. He also wears a hemhem crown, a determinant of his power and a sun disk
characteristic for the solar cult. Although the crown is not preserved on cat no. 3 and the
details are indistinct because the sealing is damaged, the discussed seal impression appears
to depict many attributes of Apedemak. It might have been similar to a seal impression
JB20 from Jebel Barkal."

cat. no. 4

shape: oval; dimensions: 2.6 x 2.3cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a figure facing left, holding a spear or an arrow above his head and pointing by
it towards the wild game. In the other hand holds two small oval-shaped objects. It seems
that it may be a ram-headed figure due to the schematically marked horn on the side of
his head, but this part of the impression is unclear, and the identification is still debatable.
The left part of the scene is illegible. On the same sealing, on the right and left, the traces
of the other seal impressions are visible, but none is preserved to the extent that would
allow one to state if they were made by the same seal.

Commentary: Two small oval-shaped objects held by the figure are hard to interpret.
A similar representation appears on the gold signet-ring from Meroe, where a winged figure
with a solar disk and uraeus held a spear and two small oval-shaped objects (rattles?) in
front of himself.'*

cat. no. 5

shape: oval; dimensions: h. 2.8cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a figure in a crouching position, facing left and holding a staff or a sceptre in
front of him. He is wearing a short robe and a sandal.

cat. no. 6

shape: circular; dimensions: h. 1.8cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a head of an unidentified figure. The size of the stamp field suggests that only
the head could fit it. The visible shape is not distinctive, so it can also be a solar disk with
two uraei on the sides.

13 Vincentelli 1992: 109.
14 Priese 1992: 38, Fig. 36b.
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4. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 3—6) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).
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cat. no. 7

shape: oval; dimensions: 2.2 x 1.4cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: elongated white crown, similar to cat. no. 6, but more elaborated. An uracus
extends on the right side and a coronet is on a crown base. To the left is a sun disk with two
uraei on its sides. The figure wearing the crown is not preserved, but we can distinguish
a wing with marked feathers on the left side.

Commentary: It seems the figure was depicted en face. One might speculate that the upper
part of the head has been similar to images of a lion, e.g. JB14 or JB8, depicted with round
ears.'S A similar sun disk with two uraei on the sides is visible on the signet-ring stamp seal
from Meroe. There, the sun disk is located above the head of Amun sitting on the throne.'
However, in the case of cat. no. 7, nothing indicates such reconstruction.

cat. no. 8

shape: oval; dimensions: 3.3 x 2.4cm.

Description: a kneeling figure facing right, wearing a short robe. He is kneeling on one
knee, with the other leg bent at the knee and arms bent at chest level. In each hand, he
holds unidentified elongated object. The upper part is significantly eroded and prevents
complete reconstruction of the image.

cat. no. 9

shape: circular; dimensions: h. 2.3cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a figure facing right, walking on an arched base. The head and left arm are
not preserved. The right arm is bent at the abdomen level while a long wing projects from
his back. It can be assumed that a similar wing was depicted on the opposite side, which
is visible on the second impression from the same sealing. The man has broad shoulders,
widely spaced legs. In front of him is a bird (perhaps falcon), above which two elongated
objects are visible, probably held by the figure.

cat. no. 10

shape: circular; dimensions: d. 2.2cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a walking figure facing right. The upper part of the body is not preserved.
The figure walks on wide-set legs, with a bent right arm and a stick or sceptre in its left
hand. In the left part of the field, the outline of a wing is visible. A complete wing is
preserved on the second impression of the same seal. Behind the figure is an unidentified
curved object.

Commentary: similar to cat. no. 9.

15 Vincentelli 1992: 109.
16 Priese 1992: 34, Fig. 31a.
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5. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 7-9) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).
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6. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 10-11) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

cat. no. 11

shape: oval; dimensions: 1.8 x 1.5cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a walking figure facing right. Although the upper part of the body is not
preserved, it is possible to distinguish a few features. The legs are spaced apart, the toes
point right, and a short robe falls over the knee. This sealing is stamped with at least two
different stamp seals. On the right from the cat. no. 11, there are two horizontal zigzag
stripes, which could be an imprint of a basket or cloth. The impression of the sealing on
the left is unclear.

cat. no. 12

shape: oval; dimensions: 3.7 x 2.5cm.

Description: a walking winged figure facing right. He is shown with widely spaced legs
and arms bend at the abdomen level. A flat-topped headgear is visible on the head, with
a ribbon or piece of material flowing from his back, perhaps a fragment of the royal cap.
There is a small object attached to his chin, perhaps a false beard, and ornamented clothes
or jewellery around his neck. The figure holds a bludgeon or mace, leaning against his
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7. Sealing with stamp impression (cat. no. 12) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

right arm. In the other hand, he holds an unidentified squarish object. Behind the figure
and under the leg, there is an uracus. On the same sealing and above cat. no. 12 is another
stamp impression, but the image inside the field is unclear.

Commentary: A headgear resembles the close-fitting helmet or a cap worn by Kushite
rulers.!” A false beard was worn by royalty as a sign of sovereignty. Both attributes, there-
fore, suggest that a pharaoh is represented on this impression. Standing winged figure with
a sceptre is known from the seal impression found at Kerma. However, the figure faces
left and does not have any crown or headgear in this case.!®

cat. no. 13

shape: oval; dimensions: 3.75 x 2.2cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: walking winged figure, facing right. The arms are bent at the abdomen level,
while long wings project from the back. The figure wears headgear with an uraeus at the
front and a schematically presented hemhem crown above. On the chin a band is visible,
perhaps part of the headgear. The figure holds a long sceptre that ends with a sun disk, or
the disk itself is placed behind him. He stands on the elongated body of an uraeus with
raised head. The second impression of the same stamp is visible above the first one, but only
the lower part of the field with the legs of a figure is preserved. There are four stamp
impressions on this sealing, but only one is preserved completely.

cat. no. 14

shape: oval; dimensions: 2.5 x 1.8cm.

Description: a walking winged figure facing right. He is wearing a short robe, legs are
widely spaced, while arms bend at chest level. A flat-topped headgear is visible on the head
and resembles a close-fitted cap or helmet worn by rulers (see cat. no. 12). In the right

17 Leahy 1992: 232-239.
18 Ruffieux 2007: 245, PI. 1, Fig. 9.
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8. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 13—14) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

hand, the figure is holding a bludgeon or mace. In the left hand he holds a stick or a spear.
Commentary: similar to cat. no. 12.

cat. no. 15

shape: circular; dimensions: d. 3.1cm.

Description: a walking winged figure facing right. The arms are bent at the abdomen level;
the legs are widely spaced while long wings project from the back. Details are unclear,
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9. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 15-16) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

but close-fitted headgear and two objects held in both hands can be recognised, perhaps
a sceptre and a spear. The stamp was impressed on the sealing twice. Only a small frag-
ment of the second impression is preserved with a small part of a left wing.
Commentary: similar to cat. no. 12 and 14.

cat. no. 16

shape: circular; dimensions: d. 2.3cm.

Description: a walking winged figure facing right, with a sun disk to the left of the head.
The arms are bent at chest level, fists are clenched, perhaps because an attribute (a sceptre?)
is held in the hands. Long and outstretched wings project from the back. On the head of
the figure is a cap crown of a form usually associated with the king or a deity. The stamp
was impressed twice on this sealing.

Commentary: similar to cat. no. 13. The image of the ruler with the wings and a solar disk
refers to the elements of the solar cult.
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10. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 17-18) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

cat. no. 17

shape: oval; dimensions: 1.8 x 1.4cm.

Description: a walking wild boar occupy the field. The boar facing right stands on a flat
base. The thin and hoofed legs characteristic for this animal, alongside a hairbrush-ended
tail, pointed ears, and an elongated snout with a flat nose and sharp tusks can be distin-
guished. This stamp was twice impressed on the same stopper.

Commentary: the image corresponds to JB31 from Jebel Barkal."”

cat. no. 18

shape: oval; dimensions: 1.7 x 1.4cm.

Description: a seated gryphon occupies the field. The figure combines a lion’s body with
the wings. It is standing on a cobra with a raised head. On the gryphons head is a hemhem
crown, but the sealing surface is degraded at this spot and details are illegible. The manner
of representing the gryphon face, with marked nostrils, indicates the stamp maker’s attention
to detail and considerable craftsmanship. This image is repeated twice on the same sealing.
Commentary: The details and attributes of the figure associate it with the god Apedemak.
Parallel representations are known from a graffito on the wall of the Great Enclosure
in Musawarat es-Sufra® and a relief on a column in the interior of the Lion Temple in
Musawwarat Es-Sufra.?! Moreover, this image corresponds to the sealings from Jebel
Barkal with sitting winged Apedemak with hemhem crown on its head (JB3, JB4, JB5).?

19 Vincentelli 1992: 120.

20 Kleinitz 2014.

2l Wenig 1978: 80, Fig. 56.
22 Vincentelli 1992: 109.
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11. Sealing with stamp impression (cat. no. 19) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

cat. no. 19

shape: circular; dimensions: 2.4 x 1.9cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a lying lion with the body facing right but the head in frontal view. The body’s
shape, paws and head with characteristic ears resemble the typical Meroitic manner of
representing a lion.”® The animal is lying on a flat base. The hemhem crown on the head
identifies the figure with the god Apedemak.

Commentary: The image resembles a seal impression from Jebel Barkal (JB8),* and
corresponds to the impression of the bazel from Meroe.”

cat. no. 20

shape: circular; dimensions: 1.5 x 1em (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a rear leg of a sitting lion facing right. Thick paws and curled tail are preserved.
Commentary: This image resembles a sealing impression from Jebel Barkal (JB2).26

cat. no. 21

shape: oval; dimensions: 1.7 x 1.1cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a walking lion facing right with clearly defined paws, claws and a muscled
body. It seems that the base on which the animal walks is part of the elongated cobra
with raised head. Due to the accurate rendering of the details, the impression has a unique
character and demonstrates the high skills of the seal maker.

Commentary: It resembles a seal impression from Jebel Barkal (JB7).”

23 Priese 1992: 25.

2% Vincentelli 1992: 112.

25 Zabkar 1975: PL. XXVIb.
26 Vincentelli 1992: 109.

27 Vincentelli 1992: 109.
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12. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 20-21) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

cat. no. 22

shape: oval; dimensions: 1.4 x 0.8cm.

Description: a standing lion facing right with a solid and muscular body and legs with
thick paws. The thick and long mane on the animal’s neck, mouth, nostrils, and even its ear
are marked. The details are accurately rendered, and the image is of high craftsmanship.
The lion walks on a curved base or probably on elongated uraeus, whose raised head is
visible in front of the animal. Above the lion is a winged solar disk adjusted to the field’s
curve. This image is repeated seven times on the same sealing, but the impressions are in
different state of preservation.

Commentary: see cat. no. 21. The lion under the winged solar disk can be associated with
Apedemak.

cat. no. 23

shape: circular; dimensions: 3.2 x 2.9cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a sitting lion facing right. The lion has a crown on the head. In front of him
is an uraeus, possibly with a sun disk above his head. Above the hindquarters of the lion
a winged sun disk could be noted. The seal was twice impressed on the sealing.
Commentary: This image resembles seal impressions from Jebel Barkal (JB3, JB6).%
It also corresponds to the seal impression found in the North Cemetery at Meroe (no. 474),
on which the seated lion is facing left.”” An interesting parallel comes from stopper
(inv. no. F775) found in the palace of Natakamani in Napata, with an image of two
seated lions.*

cat. no. 24

shape: oval; dimensions: 1.3 x lcm.

Description: a crocodile with an elongated body and a muscular tail, standing on a flat base.
Legs are tucked under the belly, and the feet end in claws. Three birds, possibly hawks,

2 Vincentelli 1992: 109.
2 Dunham 1957: 173-174, Fig. 114.
30 See online image: Diffendale 2020.
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13. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 22-24) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

with sun disks over their heads, sit on its back. There is an unclear object in front of the
first bird — possibly an uraeus. This stamp is repeated six times on the sealing.
Commentary: The crocodile is rarely attested on Meroitic seals. It is represented on a bronze
pendant seal from Meroe, on which a crocodile is shown with a ram-headed sphinx.*!

31 Welsh 2002: 245-246.
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14. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 25-26) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

cat. no. 25

shape: circular; dimensions: 2.5 x 2cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: two cobras facing right. Behind the cobras is an unidentified rectangular
shape that may be part of the leg of a lion or human figure or the body of another cobra.
Commentary: A similar depiction appears on a scarab from Amara West.*? It shows a row
of four cobras with sun disks above their heads below an image of a scorpion and a fish.
It cannot be excluded that two cobras from cat. no 25 were part of a larger composition,
e.g. of three cobras. Such an image could be found on a heart-scarab seal from Medinet
Habu.* According to Etienne Drioton, this was a trigramme of Amun.** However, it is
not certain if the discussed seal impression from Selib 2 had a character of cryptographic
writing and express the name Amun.

cat. no. 26

shape: oval; dimensions: 2.5 x 1.8cm (preserved fragmentarily).

Description: a sitting lion and a cobra facing right. The details of the lion are hardly legible,
but his head, front legs and the arched base on which the animal is sitting are visible. Traces
of red pigment could be recognised on the surface.

32 Spencer, Stevens, Binder [2014]: 47—48.
3 Teeter, Wilfong 2003: PI. 44.
3% Drioton 1957: 18.
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15. Sealing with stamp impression (cat. no. 27) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

Commentary: This image might have been somehow similar to cat. no. 25, but the state
of preservation of both seal impressions makes the comparison impossible.

cat. no. 27

shape: oval; dimensions: 2.4 x 1.9cm.

Description: schematically outlined bird, with broad, slightly spread wings, head turned to
the right and large beak. The bird has headgear, which is indistinct due to the abrasion of
the sealing surface. It could be a single afef with a sun disk or hemhem crown. The image
is repeated twice on the sealing, but only one impression is legible.

Commentary: The hemhem crown is known from sealings from Jebel Barkal (JB16 and

JB17).

cat. no. 28

shape: oval; dimensions: 1.6 x 1.4cm.

Description: a slim bird facing left standing on a flat base, perhaps a branch, with clearly
marked claws, legs and a feathered tail. The bird’s posture and proportions suggest that
this could be a hawk. Only one stamp impression was found on this fragmentary sealing.
Commentary: A very similar representation comes from scarab stamp from Amara West,
from the grave G234.%¢ Tt also resembles a seal impression from Jebel Barkal (JB29).%

3 Vincentelli 1992: 114.
3¢ Spencer, Stevens, Binder [2014]: 49.
37 Vincentelli 1992: 117.
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16. Sealings with stamp impressions (cat. nos 28-29) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

cat. no. 29

shape: oval; dimensions: 1 x 0.8cm.

Description: a bird facing left standing on a curved base, perhaps a bow. Possible lotus
flowers or a tree and a sun disk are visible in front of the animal. The bird has slender
legs and tail and should probably be interpreted as a hawk. A sun disk and two feathers
on the head suggest that this could be Horus. This stamp is repeated twice on the sealing.
Commentary: This image is very similar to cat. no. 28 (see there for further analogies).
A comparable representation of Horus is known from Muewis, and it shows a hawk with
a hemhem crown standing in front of a symbol of a sacred tree.*® An example of deity
sitting under the sacred tree is known from Gamai, from the impression of a bazel of the
silver ring showing lion-god Apedemak.*

cat. no. 30

shape: oval; dimensions: 1.4 x lcm.

Description: a rosette or an ankh sign, placed in a circle. This stamp is twice impressed
on the sealing.

Commentary: The symbol of ankh is borrowed from the iconography of Egypt. An elabo-
rated version of this symbol crowned with feathers is known, for example, from a gold
ring seal from Meroe.*’ This symbol is widely attested among seal impressions and seals

3% Baud, Sackho-Autissier, Labbé-Toutée 2010: 92, Fig. 96.
3 Zabkar 1975: P1. XXVIa.
40 Priese 1992: 40, Fig. 38b.
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17. Sealing with stamp impressions (cat. nos 30-31) from Selib 2, S2/1/2010 (Phot. K. Molga; drawing: R. Hajduga).

from Meroe and Jebe Barkal.*' Sealings of this type were also found in temple T in Kawa.*
See also: cat. nos 14 and 31.

cat. no. 31

shape: oval; dimensions: 1.5 x 1.2cm.

Description: a rosette or an ankh sign occupies the field. The same stamp is five-times
impressed on the sealing.

Commentary: see cat. nos 14 and 30.

CONCLUSIONS

The seals impressed on sealings from Selib 2 have oval or round forms and they are quite
uniform in size. The seals themselves must have been made of stone and faience and could
have taken the form of a scarab,* cylinder, cone or signet-ring.* In fact, a scarab stamp
seal with a geometric pattern was found in S2/1/2010 (Fig. 18a).* In Kerma, the sealings

41 Dunham 1965.

4 Macadam 1955: 186-187.

4 Horn 1973: 281-288.

# Vincentelli 1992: 108.

> Hajduga, Solarska 2015: 392-393.
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18a-c. Stamp seals from Selib 2 (Phot. K. Molga, drawing. R. Hajduga).
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and scarab stamp seals are attested simultaneously in Western Deffufa.*® Moreover, the
design on a scarab stamp from Amara West*’ matches the cat. no. 29 from Selib 2. All this
together suggest that some impressions from Selib 2 were made by this type of stamps.
To other seals attested at Selib 2 belong a bronze signet-ring (Fig. 18b), a stray find
from the 2010 season, with the image of an elephant.*® A cylindrical seal with stamps on
two opposite sides was found in 2019 (Fig. 18c). It probably also shows the image of
an elephant.®

Sealings included in the catalogue have one or multiple impressions of the same (e.g. cat.
nos 22, 24) or different seals (e.g. cat. no. 14). The impressions combine figural and non-
figural motifs. They seem to be ornamental rather than signs of a formal writing system.
Among figural images, anthropomorphic (cat. nos 1-16) and zoomorphic (cat. nos 17-29)
representations could be distinguished, executed with care for details of human and
animal figures. The first group included images of walking, standing or kneeling figures
in iconographical terms resembling a pharaoh: they could wear the crown of Upper and
Lower Egypt and royal sceptres. One of the figures wears a hemhem crown (cat. no. 13),
depicted also on four zoomorphic representations (cat. nos 18—19, 23, 29). This ceremonial
headgear with a triple atef, ram’s horns and uraei are known from Egypt and has been
adopted in Meroitic Nubia. Though often worn by deities, it could also be an attribute of
a king. The figures often held a mace (cat. nos 12, 14), spear (cat. no. 4) or a sceptre (cat.
nos 1, 2, 5, 10, 13, 16). In one case, the figure holds a bow (cat. no. 3). Such depictions
of a pharaoh or a god is common in Kushite art. Apedemak is often shown with a bow,
sword or sceptre swinging at enemies, e.g. in the Lion Temple in Musawwarat es-Sufra.>

The zoomorphic representations include crocodiles, birds, lions, wild boars, and fantastic
creatures, such as gryphon. To non-figural motifs belongs ankh sign (or a rosette), found
on three sealings from the studied group (cat. nos 14, 30, 31). Generally, motifs from
seal impressions found at Selib 2 showing a similarity to those found in Egypt demon-
strate cultural influences from this region in the Dongola Reach, and perhaps mutual
commercial contacts.

Stamps impressions from Selib 2 possibly refer to production, distribution and owner-
ship. Sealings were vital for controlling the flow of goods within Upper Nubia. However,
their function was not restricted to the process of distribution of food and goods for
daily consumption on a local scale. An example of this phenomenon could be the scarab
stamp seal from Amara West,” with an image having parallels in the collection from
Selib 2 (cat. nos 28-29). This indicates a commercial relationship of Selib 2 with the
North, perhaps redistribution or trade on the supra-regional scale, with Egypt or beyond.

4 Wegner 2018: 242, Fig. 3.7.

47 Spencer, Stevens, Binder [2014]: 49.
# Zurawski et al. 2013: 292.

4 Hajduga, Momot, Lopaciuk 2021.

0 Zabkar 1975: Pls XVI-XVII, XX.

51 Spencer, Stevens, Binder [2014]: 49.
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Further evidence in this respect is provided by seal impressions from Kerma, with names
of pharaohs from the Middle Kingdom Egypt.> This phenomenon is also illustrated by
impressions of seventeen stamps bearing the name of Thutmose III on a clay ball from
Sai Island.® The names Thutmose III and Hatshepsut were also found on sealings from
a small warehouses near the temple of Amun at Amara West. 5

Sealings were undoubtedly widely used for closing vessels as well as in other administrative
practices. The findspot of the discussed collection from Selib 2 and their distribution among
the storage vessels defines S2/1/2010 building as a storehouse: a place where goods were
stored, unpacked or transhipped and marked with another sealing. Moreover, fragments of
imported amphorae were discovered in the same building, including sixteen sherds from
room 1, identified as imports from Aswan based on fabric analysis. These suggest a place
of origin for goods transported in containers closed by the studied sealings and possibly
the origin of some of the sealings. Since both the sealings and amphorae fragments came
from the same contexts, it can be assumed that the sealings were thrown away after opening
these containers. Besides storage purposes, the building probably also had administrative
functions, and this was also a place for food production and consumption. From the number
of sealings from this building alone, we cannot determine the scale or scope of goods
arriving at Selib 2. It should also be considered that some sealing fragments were found
in the mortar between the bricks. Therefore they were reused and perhaps originated from
an earlier structure located in the same place or nearby. Perhaps a rebuild or reconstruction
of the warehouse or even foundation of a new one was carried out because the trade had
expanded and increased in range.
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