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THE ROLE OF UNIVERSITIES IN MODERNISATION
PROCESSES AGAINST THE BACKGROUND
OF ATTEMPTATIONS OF SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
TRANSFORMATIONS IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE
(60s—70s of the XIX Century)

The article highlights the role of universities as centres of intercultural
communication in the broader context of analysing the reformist experience of
the Russian Empire in the 60s and 70s of the nineteenth century on the basis of
the study of memoirs, periodicals of the nineteenth century, as well as
documents of the Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine in Kyiv, which
were first introduced into scientific circulation. The conclusions emphasise that
despite the implementation of peasant, judicial and military reforms, and the
introduction of elected local government, the Russian empire did not undergo a
radical modernisation of socio-political life, and the authoritarian principles of
state governance remained unchanged. Attempts to implement liberal reforms
remained half-hearted and incomplete, and the idea of establishing a con-
stitutional monarchy proved unviable in the realities of an autocratic police
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state. At the same time, during the nineteenth century, in the Russian empire,
the role of universities as factors of modernisation and a wide range of socio-
cultural processes related to the development and implementation of scientific
ideas, scientific and theoretical support for economic development, the
formation of staff potential and the cultivation of social consciousness focused
on political emancipation was established. The development of a university
corporate culture based on the principles of autonomy was in sharp contrast to
the foundations of the russian imperial autocracy. Despite the fact that
imperial universities were founded to implement the autocratic (in particular,
Russification) policy, they became the source and catalyst of modernisation
processes, ensuring the rise of the educational and cultural level of society by
training personnel for the most important spheres of social life — science,
pedagogy, public administration, various sectors of the economy, legal acti-
vities, medicine, literature, journalism, etc. Universities were powerful instru-
ments of westernisation processes, centres for the development of international
scientific and educational cooperation, and conductors of scientific knowledge,
technological innovations, and ultimately the legal principles and socio-
cultural values of European civilisation. Representatives of the teaching
corporation and university graduates were actively engaged in educational
activities, popularising scientific knowledge among the general public, giving
public speeches and open lectures, participating in the development of book
publishing, periodicals and public scientific organisations, thus influencing
public consciousness and developing the scientific and theoretical basis for
modernisation reforms. The university environment provided fertile ground for
the rise of opposition to the autocracy, national and cultural movements, and
the cultivation of socio-political thought consonant with the European
ideological trends of the time.
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POADB YHIBEPCUTETIB Y MOJEPHI3ALIIMHUX
[TPOLIECAX HA TAI CITPOB CYCITIABHO-TTOAITUYHUX
[IEPETBOPEHD Y POCIACHKIN IMIIELIT
(60-70-7i pp. XIX cr.)

Y cmammi sucsimnioemovcs ponv yHigepcumemis AK YEeHmpi8 MINCKYlb-
MYPHOI KOMYHIKAYIi y Wupuiomy KOHMeKCmi aHanisy peghopmamopcbkozo
0oceidy Pociticokoi imnepii 60—70-x pp. XIX cm. Ha ocHO8I 00CniOHCceHHs
MemyapHoi nimepamypu, nepioouxu XIX cm., a makoodic eénepuie 3anpogao-
JHCEHUX 00 HAYK08020 00icy 0oKkymenmis Llenmpanvhoco Oepixcasnoco icmo-
puunoco apxiey Vkpainu m. Kuesa. V uchnoexax nazonoulyemucs, wjo nonpu
NpoBeOdeH s CeNAHCHbKOL, a Maxodc cy008oi i 6ilicbKo8oi peghopm, 3anpo-
8a0diceH s BUDOPHO20 Micyegoeo camospsadysants, y Pociiicekill imnepii He
8100Y10C5 KAPOUHATLHOT MOOEPHI3AYil CYCNINTbHO-NOIIMUYHO20 HCUMMS, HENO-
PYWHUMU  3ATUWUTUCA  ABMOPUMAPHI  3ACal0u  0epHCABHO20  YNPAGIIHHAL.
Cnpobu 30iticnenHss nibepanvHux pepopm 3aTUWUTUCA NOTOBUHYACMUMU U
He3asepuieHuMu, a ioesi 6CMAHOBIeHH KOHCIUMYYIuHoi MOHAPXii euAGUIAC
HEeANCUMMEZOAMHOIO 8 PEAlisIX CAMOOEPHCABHO-NONIYelCbKOI Oepaicasu. Boono-
yac ynpoooeoic XIX cm. y Pociiicokiu imnepii ymeepoicyemocs poib yHieep-
cumemie SIK YUHHUKIB MOOePHI3ayii i WUpoKo2o CHeKmpy COYIOKYIbMYPHUX
npoyecie, nos’s3aHux i3 GUPOOJIeHHAM Ma peani3ayiclo HAyKoeux ioel, Hay-
KOB0-meopemuyHum 3a0e3neueHHsIM eKOHOMIYHO20 PO36UMKY, (DOPMYBAHHAM
Kaopogoeo nomenyiany i n1eKaHHaM CYCRilbHOI c8I00MOCHI, OPIEHMOBAHOI HA
nonimuuny emaumcunayilo. Pozeumox yHigepcumemcvoKoi KOpnopamueHoi
KyIbmypu, 6a3068anoi Ha NPUHYUNAX A8MOHOMII, PI3KO OUCOHY8A8 i3 3acadamu
POCilicbKo20 imnepcbkoco camooepacascmea. Ilonpu me, wo imnepamopcuKi
VHigepcumemu 3aCHOBY8ANUCA 3 MEMOI0 peanizayii camooepicashoi (30kpema
PpycughikamopcovKoi) noaimuKu, came 60HU CIMAIU OHXCEPEOM I Kamanizamopom
MOOepHI3ayiuHUX npoyecis, 3abe3neuyruu NiOHeCeHHs OC8IMHbO20 U K)Jlb-
MYPHO20 PIBHS CYCNINLCMBA WAAXOM NIO2OMOBKU KAOPI6 OJis1 HAUBANCIUBIUUX
cep coyianvroco Hcumms — HAYKU, NEOA20IKU, O0ePIHCABHO20 YNPABTIHH,
PI3HUX eany3ell eKOHOMIKU, OPUOUYHOL OIAIbHOCMI, MeOuyunu, timepamypu,
JdHCypHanicmuxku, mowo. Yuieepcumemu OYaU NOMYACHUMU THCIPYMEHMAMU
8eCmepHI3ayitiHuX Npoyecis, YEeHMpamu pPO36UMKY MINCHAPOOHOI HAYKOBO-
0CBIMHBOI cnisnpayi, NPOGIOHUKAMU HAYKOBUX 3HAHb, MEXHOLO2IUHUX HOBAYIl |
3pewmoio npagosux NPUHYUNIe i coyioKyIbmypHUX YIHHOCMeU €8PONeucbKol
yusinizayii. Ilpedcmasnuku npoghecopcvro-eukiadaybkoi Kopnopayii i 6u-
NYCKHUKU YHIBepCUMemi8 aKmueHo 30iUCHI08ANU NPOCBIMHUYLKY OINbHICHb,
NONYIAPU3YEAIU HAYKOBI 3HAHHS cepeld WUPOKOI 2pOMAOCOKOCMI, 8UCTYNATU 3
NYONIYHUMU NPOMOBAMU Ul BIOKPUMUMU NeKYIAMU, OpATU YYaACmb Y PO3GUMKY
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KHU2OOPYKYB8AHHS, NEPIOOUUHOT npecu ma 2pomMaccbKux HaAyKOGUX Op2aHi3ayil,
30IUCHIOIOYU 8 MaKull Cnocio 6naue Ha CYCHiIbHY C8I0OMICMb, PO3POOIAIOYU
HAyKo8o-meopemuyny 0a3y MmooepHizayiunux pegopm. YHieepcumemcovke
cepedosule HAOABANO NONCUBHUL IPYHM Ol NIOHECEHHS ONO3UYIUHUX OO0
camooepicascmea Hacmpois, HaAYiOHATbHO-KYIbMYPHUX PYXi6, NIeKAHHA C)C-
NITbHO-NOIIMUYHOI OYMKU, CHIB38YUHOI MO20UACHUM EBPONEUCLKUM [0€e0-
JIOCTYHUM MEYIAM.

Knrwwuosi cnosa: mooepuizayisn, eecmepuizayis, Pociticoka imnepis, pe-
Gopmu, yHigepcumemu, cyCcniibHO-NOJIMUYHE HCUMMISL.

In the context of ensuring the intellectual component of the processes of
developing a model and mechanisms for modernising the state and legal
foundations of the Russian empire under the influence of European experience,
a crucial role belonged to the scientific and educational environment, in
particular, to universities, which acted as conductors of the latest socio-political
ideas and concepts, knowledge and innovative technologies. The study of the
role of universities as a factor of modernisation processes and intercultural
communication contributes to a deeper understanding and comparative study of
the internal political situation in the Russian empire and the pan-European
trends in the intellectual and state-legal development of the nineteenth century.
In contemporary Ukrainian historiography, the topic of international scientific
relations of the nineteenth century and the place and role of Ukraine uni-
versities in them is becoming more and more relevant'. The purpose of this
article is to reveal the role of universities as centres of intercultural
communication in the broader context of analysing the reformist experience of
the Russian empire in the 60s and 70s of the nineteenth century on the basis of
the study of memoirs, periodicals of the nineteenth century, as well as
documents of the Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine in Kyiv, which
were first introduced into scientific circulation.

During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, against the backdrop
of rapid economic development, the Industrial Revolution and technological
progress, universal processes of socio-political modernisation, driven by
revolutionary events on the one hand and comprehensive reforms on the other,
became of pan-European importance. Political modernisation also reached
Central and Eastern Europe, in particular, as a result of the "Spring of Nations"
of 1848-1849, Austria’s defeat in the Austro-Italian-French War of 1859 and
the Austro-Prussian War of 1866, as well as the dangers of russian ideological
expansion based on the ideas of pan-Slavism, the Austrian authorities faced
serious challenges in the context of stabilising the internal political situation
and interethnic relations within the state, and thus preserving its role in
maintaining the balance of the Central European geopolitical space in the
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system of international relations in Europe, by implementing political reforms
and a balanced national and state policy under the auspices of the Habsburg
dynasty, which was associated with the heritage of the Holy Roman Empire of
the German nation. As a result of a compromise with the Hungarian national
movement, the Austro-Hungarian dualist constitutional monarchy was esta-
blished in accordance with the agreement signed in February 1867. According
to the law dated 21 December "On the General Rights of Citizens of the
Kingdoms and Lands Represented in the Reichsrat", democratic freedoms,
equality of all before the law, inviolability of private property, etc. were
introduced. Foreign policy, military, and financial issues remained under the
general imperial jurisdiction. Freedom of religion, equality of rights of all
nations of the state, especially in terms of preserving and developing their own
national identity and language, were proclaimed.

In the Russian empire during the era of the Great Reforms, the role of
public opinion in the context of transforming the system of social com-
munications and public policy was on the agenda, and uncensored works were
distributed, including publications of the Free Russian Printing House founded
by A.l. Herzen in London in 1853. Awareness of the shortcomings of the
Russian empire’s foreign policy, which became apparent during the Eastern
War of 1853-1856, prompted the tsarist government to take measures to
overcome its isolation in the international arena and to ensure influence on the
public opinion of foreign countries. However, the tsarist government had
previously used the benefits of Western European modernity, such as liberal
freedoms, in the propaganda interests of the autocratic regime, for example, in
1844, a polemical response by the russian writer N. Grech was published in
Paris and Brussels as a reaction to the resonance in Europe of the Marquis de
Custine’s travel notes "Russia in 1839" (Paris, 1843)*. In 1855, under the guise
of an independent, privately funded press, but in fact with the aim of providing
propaganda support for Russia’s official foreign policy to the Western
European public, the newspaper "Le Nord" was founded in Brussels under the
tacit patronage of the tsarist government (from 1863 it was published in Paris,
and from 1864 to 1892 — again in Brussels). According to a secret report from
the russian envoy in Constantinople to the director of the Asiatic Department
(dated 16 January 1866), "...a certain outrageous brochure in the Little russian
dialect was printed abroad, which was sent in large numbers to Ukraine, as
they say, through some professors of the Kyiv University"”.

The process of developing programmes for the transformation of the state
system of the Russian empire and socio-political reforms in accordance with
the latest requirements of the time and modernisation processes in Europe
began in the second half of the 1850s. Reforms aimed at state-political,
economic, socio-cultural modernisation were designed to strengthen the
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foundations of russian imperial statehood through the use of Western
technologies, and Westernisation tools were used to overcome the military-
technological gap and strengthen positions in the competitive confrontation
with the West, while not affecting the foundations of the authoritarian political
regime, as well as the paternalistic values of socio-political life in the absence
of civil society. In the context of attempts to instil elements of Western
European political culture in Russia, there was no development of mechanisms
of public influence and control over socio-political and economic processes in
the state, no comprehensive transformation of the centralised and cumbersome
bureaucratic system of public administration, no introduction of parliamen-
tarism as an alternative to autocracy. The abolition of previous censorship for a
certain segment of print media was accompanied by increased censorship
pressure on the periodicals.

The impetus to public debate on the ways of reform in the Russian empire
was given by the publication in 1869 of the work by the Pan-Slavic ideologue
N.Y. Danilevsky "Russia and Europe. A look at the cultural and political
relations of the Slavic world with the Romano-Germanic world", which
advocated the thesis that the European (Romano-Germanic) cultural and
civilisational type should be replaced by the East Slavic one. Danilevsky
emphasised Russia’s special path and the unacceptability of Western European
models of development for it, of "the insignificant historical role of imitators of
Europe", contrasting it with the idea of the Pan-Slavic Union under russian
hegemony, a prerequisite for the implementation of which was to be "the
struggle against Europe".

The defeat of the Russian empire in the Eastern (Crimean) War of 1853—
1856 clearly demonstrated the crisis in the political and economic systems and
the need to create conditions for overcoming the gap with European countries
in terms of industrial development, which included, first of all, the abolition of
serfdom. However, the Russian nobility was not ready to abandon the actual
preservation of the vestiges of serfdom, the land issue remained unresolved,
and the economic dependence of the peasantry was still intact.

In connection with the implementation of reforms in the economic sphere,
the agenda included the introduction of electoral bodies of local self-
government common to all estates in the form of zemstvos, which were
included in the feudal structure of Russia’s state administration and had limited
powers, and their activities were effective primarily in the development of
primary education and health care in rural areas. In the second half of the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the liberal socio-political movement
was formed on the basis of zemstvos.

The judicial reforms initiated in 1864 were intended to help introduce
elements of Western European political culture based on Roman law (including
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the concepts of judicial independence, separation of executive and judicial
powers, adversarial proceedings, the bar and jury, and publicity of court
hearings), as well as political and legal theories of the West, to establish legal
norms that regulated social relations, and to develop jurisprudence as a
scientific field. On the territory of Right-Bank Ukraine (Kyiv, Podillia, and
Volyn provinces), the government slowed down the introduction of important
principles of judicial reform, such as the principle of elected magistrates, which
would have allowed local landowners of Polish origin to be elected to these
positions. Instead, starting in 1872, the Ministry of Justice appointed the
magistrates in this region.

Against the backdrop of the modernisation processes of the 1860s and
1870s in the Russian empire, one of the central places belonged to military
reforms aimed at strengthening the army and raising its authority in the
international arena, which had been lost as a result of the Eastern (Crimean)
War of 1853-1856. The system of state administration and the ideological
foundations of social and political life were militarised.

Universities became a source of liberal ideas, constitutional concepts, and
ideas about civil liberties, bringing the values and principles of pan-European
university culture to the Russian empire, thus undermining the ideological
foundations of autocracy. The university environment became a field of
collision between the principles of autocratic rule and the ideas of academic
freedom and autonomy, against the background of the growing number of
students and their participation in socio-political processes. The General
University Statute of 1863 laid the groundwork for reforming the scientific,
educational, financial, and legal spheres of university activity and streng-
thening the legal framework for internal self-government. However, the
trustees of the educational districts still had enough powers to restrict the rights
of the teaching corporation and the autonomy of universities and to keep the
entire range of their activities under their administrative control, along with the
Minister of Education. Foreign, primarily German, scientists took part in the
discussion of the draft statute, as the formation of universities in the Russian
empire took place in close cooperation with Western European scientific
institutions. The development of the statute was based on the work done by
K.D. Kavelin during his business trip to European countries to study their
experience in organising university activities. However, instead of the basic
principle of the German university system — academic freedom (akademische
Freiheit), i.e. freedom of teaching (Lehrfreiheit) and freedom of learning
(Lernfreiheit) — the French model, which provided for mandatory compliance
with curricula, was used as a basis for the preparation of the 1863 statute. The
ideas of academic freedom and public control over university life were never
enshrined in the reforms.
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During the "Spring of Nations" of 1848—1849, when the tsarist government
sought to prevent the spread of the influence of the European revolutionary
process in the Russian empire, universities were threatened with closure, the
number of students was limited, and the supervision and censorship of the
press was intensified. University councils were deprived of the right to elect a
rector, and not only business trips but also holidays abroad were banned. The
teaching of social sciences was under strict control; state law of European
states (from 1849) and philosophy (from 1850) were removed from the
educational process, but logic and psychology were taught by professors of
theology. Kharkiv and Kyiv universities were subordinated to the governors
general.

Instead, in the second half of the 1850s and early 1860s, the wave of
reforms saw the expansion of university rights, for example, in 1856 the
practice of sending young scientists abroad to prepare for the professorship was
fully restored; in 1859 it was allowed to import literature from abroad without
censorship; in 1860 the department of philosophy was restored, etc. Focusing
on the discussions that preceded the adoption of the university statute of 1863,
V.S. Tkonnikov quotes one of the opinions typical for the public consciousness
of the time: "What made Europe the first country in the world? What gave it
tremendous power? — Science. Where is the source and support of science?"
— In universities, mainly””’. On the eve of the introduction of the university
statute of 1863, the staffing problem remained particularly acute, for example,
St. Volodymyr’s University lacked 1/3 of its professors. Among the reasons for
this phenomenon was the strict regulation of teachers’ activities, as well as the
lack of proper scientific coordination both within the Russian empire and with
European scholars. On the pages of the Herald of Europe P.G. Vinogradov
compared the unresolved "university question" to a national catastrophe,
emphasising: "Nevertheless, the viability of the rest of the country’s edu-
cational system depends on the functioning of the university as a central
educational body: all general and special schools, all higher, secondary and
primary teaching, all professions, since they are based on knowledge and skills,
to a greater or lesser extent receive their direction and vital impulses from the
university. The alarming formulation of the university issue for society is the
same as the diagnosis of a heart defect for a patient". In the end, the
universities founded by the government began to arouse in the government
itself "a distrust of the free spirit of university research and teaching, a fear that
the leaven that introduces fermentation of thought into the minds of the people
will undermine the foundations of order and power. From this point of view,
rapprochement with the West seemed not only progress, but also a danger"®.
A characteristic feature of the development of universities in the Russian
empire was the frequent change of the statutes that regulated their activities,
due to the influence of political factors.
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In accordance with the 1863 statute, the university had the Faculties of
History and Philology, Physics and Mathematics, Law and Medicine. The
general management of the university was carried out by the rector, elected by
the Council for four years from among the ordinary professors. The teaching
staff and the number of departments were expanded, conditions were created
for competition between professors and private associate professors, salaries
were increased, and the activities of educational and auxiliary units (libraries,
laboratories, classrooms, etc.) and textbooks were financed.

Since the second half of the 1850s, there has been a clear trend towards the
renewal of university faculty, which was ensured primarily by the introduction
of the tradition of foreign research trips for scientists preparing to become
professors’. These scientific trips, which usually lasted about two years and
covered several European countries, primarily Germany and France, had a
significant impact not only on the professional development of young scien-
tists, but also on the formation of their worldview, socio-political views, and
cultural values. The subjects of the autocratic empire had broad prospects for
studying state law, the foundations of the constitutional order, legal mecha-
nisms for ensuring civil liberties, the specifics of local self-government in
European countries, attending parliamentary and court sessions, and public
rallies. Travels to Austria-Hungary provided rich material for comparative
analysis, during which scholars from Dnipro Ukraine had the opportunity to
learn about the legal situation of Ukrainians in Galychyna, Bukovyna, and
Transcarpathia, the peculiarities of the internal policy of the Habsburg mo-
narchy, and to establish contacts with leading Slavic scholars and socio-
political figures. Foreign research trips allowed scholars to directly observe and
comprehend key events in the European history of the nineteenth century
related to large-scale state reforms, the development of the constitutional
process, dynamic scientific, technological and industrial progress, the deve-
lopment of a transport and communication network, modernisation and
urbanisation, the growth of education, ideological trends and political parties,
the expansion of voting rights, and the rise of national movements that affected
the development of literature and art.

Foreign research trips of university scientists played an important role in
the process of shaping public consciousness, broadening worldview horizons,
overcoming stereotypes, and establishing intercultural dialogue. Immersing
themselves in the socio-cultural environment of European countries, they
inevitably compared their way of life, level of scientific and technological
development, social and state system, and system of values with the realities of
the Russian empire, deepened their understanding of its internal problems, and
at the same time acculturated to Europe. Scientific missions should be seen as a
social phenomenon, part of a wider network of intercultural communication,
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exchange of socially important innovative knowledge and technologies that
give impetus to global evolutionary processes. In Europe, the tradition of
travelling for scientific and educational purposes dates back to the Middle
Ages, when universities brought together students from different European
countries, thus performing a unique function of cultural and civilisational
integration. Scientific and technological progress, the modernisation of social
and political life, and the development of transport infrastructure, including
railways, communications and services, led to an increase in the mobility of the
European population in the nineteenth century.

Understanding the macro-processes of intercultural interaction is impos-
sible without analysing and reconstructing specific historical phenomena, the
phenomena of interpersonal communications, one of the important sources for
the study of which is, for example, the memoirs of A.V. Romanovych-
Slavatynskyi. After being elected an adjunct of state law at St. Volodymyr’s
University, in 1860 A.V. Romanovych-Slavatynskyi received a two-year
foreign assignment with a salary of 1600 rubles per year. It was the first trip to
Europe for the Kyivan scholar, who "had never been further than Nizhyn and
Kyiv, and had never even seen a railway". In the near future, from an
inexperienced provincial tourist who, together with his wife, packed two huge
suitcases with various, mostly unnecessary, things, Romanovych-Slavatynskyi
was to adopt the "technique of voyage" from European tourists, and above all
from the famous "masters of travel" of the British. Among the massive
luggage, a special place belonged to books: N.V. Gogol’s prose poem "Dead
Souls", works by M.Y. Lermontov, and B.N. Chicherin’s book "Regional
Institutions of Russia in the Seventeenth Century", between the pages of which
he dried a sprig of ivy cut at the grave of G.-W.-F. Hegel in Berlin. Along the
way, Romanovych-Slavatynskyi looked closely at the landscapes and
monuments of the Volyn province — Rivne, Novohrad-Volynskyi, Dubno, but
he was especially interested in the city of Korets, "...in which I saw the ruins of
a castle — a harbinger of the feudal castles that I would see on the banks of the
Rhine"’. Describing Lublin as "quite an interesting city," the Kyivan scholar
was fascinated by the "magnificent city" of Warsaw, walking its streets with
his friend from the gymnasium and university, Mr Danczych. Here, Roma-
novych-Slavatynskyi overcame his fear of an unprecedented means of tran-
sport, the railway train, by purchasing a second-class ticket to Breslau, where
he stayed in an inexpensive hotel and saw down duvets for the first time. He
was deeply moved by the crowds of cheerful and carefree children in the
gardens and boulevards, as such touching images of a happy childhood
contrasted with the realities of the Russian empire. Recognising the beauty of
Breslau, more than 20 years later, in 1881, the Kyiv scholar, during his second
visit to Breslau, appreciated its rapid development and transformation into one
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of the "best cities in Germany". In Berlin, he rented an apartment not far from
the university, walked through Tiergarten Park in the centre of Berlin and the
Zoological Garden, and the Charlottenburg Garden evoked nostalgic memories
of Poltava landscapes. In Potsdam, the scholar saw the Prussian king, the
"romantic on the throne" Friedrich Wilhelm IV, sitting on a bench near the art
gallery, surrounded by several court footmen. Comparing Friedrich Wilhelm
IV with his younger brother, the regent, the future German Emperor Wilhelm I,
Romanovych-Slavatynskyi emphasised the fundamental differences between
them in both appearance and character traits. Friedrich Wilhelm IV highly
valued science and art, was friends with A. von Humboldt, supported con-
struction in Berlin and Potsdam, in particular the construction of Cologne
Cathedral, and refused to accept the imperial crown from the Frankfurt
National Assembly (1849). In his memoirs, the Kyivan scholar assessed the
first emperor of united Germany, Wilhelm I, as a diametrically opposed figure.
Romanovych-Slavatynskyi usually went to the University of Berlin with
his wife, and while he was listening to lectures, she would take a walk in the
chestnut garden. Among the variety of courses, he devoted most of his time to
the lectures of the Prussian politician and lawyer, one of the leaders of the
National Liberal Party, Y.-R.-H.-F. Gneist. Despite the fact that the Prussian
professor had a belligerent appearance, Romanovych-Slavatynskyi remem-
bered his lectures for their clarity of presentation, they were pleasant to listen
to and take notes, and the expressiveness of the lecturer’s German language
greatly facilitated its understanding by foreign students. The Kyiv adjunct paid
attention to the lectures on the history of the scholar and politician, member of
the Frankfurt Parliament (1848—1849) J.-G.-B Droysen, who substantiated the
idea of uniting Germany under Prussian leadership. It is no coincidence that
Romanovych-Slavatynskyi focused on Droysen’s role in ideological support
for foreign policy aimed at achieving Prussia’s pan-German and European
leadership. After all, the presence of a significant number of military personnel
at his lectures was evidence of active propaganda preparation on the eve of
such armed conflicts as the Danish (Second Schleswig) War of 1864, the
Austro-Prussian War of 1866, and the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871.
Romanovych-Slavatynskyi’s attention was drawn to the figure of the gifted
"aristocrat of the Jews" German lawyer F.-J. Stahl, his elegance and elegant
dress, and his social manners in dealing with ladies. Putting aside L. von
Ranke’s unusual manner of grimacing during his lectures, the Kyivan scholar
recognised him as a "great force" in historical science. In Cologne, on the
banks of the Rhine, Romanovych-Slavatynskyi experienced an emotional
uplift, enjoyed local cuisine, especially poulardes, lobster, and bread baked
from rye harvested in the Rhine fields, which evoked memories of Poltava
province. In Liege (Liittich), while walking with his wife in a public garden, he



The Role of Universities in Modernisation Processes against the Background... 117

met a former countrywoman, a fugitive serf from the village of Rudnytske,
Pereyaslavl district, who had almost forgotten her native language but had
preserved her precious memories of her native village. After an excursion to
the Belgian cities of Bruges, Ghent, and Antwerp, Romanovych-Slavatynskyi
set out from Ostend on his first ever voyage by sea to London. At first, the
dampness of London was depressing, but later he got used to "not parting with
his umbrella". "The sights of London! Is there any city in the world that has so
many of them? As a political scientist, anglophile, I was particularly interested
in the Parliament and the Westminster courts, which I visited quite often," the
Kyiv adjunct noted. He studied parliamentary procedure, watched debates in
both the House of Lords and the House of Commons, improved his English by
listening to MPs’ speeches and reading "The Times", and in the Westminster
courts he was struck by the delicate treatment of defendants. On the table of the
British Museum’s lecture theatre, he saw the Economic Index, a journal
published by I.V. Vernadsky in St. Petersburg in 1857-1861.

According to Romanovych-Slavatynskyi, the beauty of London’s parks
was superior to the Summer Garden in St. Petersburg, the Tuileries and
Luxembourg Gardens in Paris, the Tiergarten in Berlin, and the parks of
Vienna. During his stay in London, he took the opportunity to visit A.I. Herzen
with his wife, who started a conversation about the work of the English
historian H.-T. Buckle and the magazine Sovremennik, but was dissatisfied
with the lack of knowledge of these issues of the Kyiv adjunct, who was busy
exclusively with his exams and dissertation. During a charity concert in support
of the Garibaldi people, where Bortnyansky’s works were performed, Roma-
novych-Slavatynsky observed the enthusiasm of the English public. As a
subject of the autocratic empire, he watched the rally in London with particular
interest and even signed a petition, which he later wrote down in his memoirs:
"In 1860, the House of Commons decided to abolish Stamp-duty, a tax on
newsprint stamps, i.e. a tax on paper. The House of Lords disagreed and
decided to keep the Stamp Duty. A cry went up all over England: the House of
Lords had exceeded its constitutional powers... Meetings began to gather all
over England to protest against this unheard-of usurpation of the House of
Lords, which violated all the customs and traditions of the country"'’. Having
seen the sights of London, Romanovych-Slavatynskyi stated that to get to
know England, it is not enough to visit its capital, because it is in the rural life
of this country that its aristocracy, strength and charm are most clearly
reflected. After reaching Oxford by train, he walked around the city,
surrounded by green meadows and fields, and enjoyed the aroma of mown
grass, but a glass of local whiskey seemed no better than the potato vodka of
Polissia. In Birmingham, the Kyivan scientist accidentally came to a Quaker
meeting. He was deeply impressed by the "smoky factory city" of Manchester,
which contrasted with the aristocratic Leamington.
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Romanovych-Slavatynskyi and his wife travelled across the English
Channel by steamer to France, which greeted them with bright sunshine.
"I don’t know why," he remarked, "but as soon as I enter its borders, my soul is
filled with a kind of joyful, comforting feeling — as if I had come home. Is it
because I have many drops of my grandfather’s French blood in my blood,
because I was called a Frenchman as a child, and I have always considered
France my second homeland?""! Romanovych-Slavatynskyi highly appreciated
the melodiousness of the French language, the giftedness of the French people
and their contribution to the enrichment of the world’s cultural heritage.
Recognising the petite and graceful Parisian women as representatives of "one
of the most extraordinary female types", he regretted that they often had to do
men’s hard work. The Kyiv adjunct managed to visit the Louvre, Palais Royal,
Champs Elysées, Tuileries Garden, and Versailles. In Paris, Romanovych-
Slavatynskyi accidentally met F.F. Erhardt, an extraordinary professor of
public health at the St. Volodymyr’s University, who entertained others with
his jokes during lunch at the boarding house.

Welcoming the introduction of the 1863 statute, Romanovych-Sla-
vatynskyi noted that if it had been established in the universities of the Russian
empire, "the history of the latter would not have had many sad pages." In 1872,
in accordance with an order of the Ministry of Public Education, the Council of
St. Volodymyr’s University considered revising the 1863 statute. It was about
proposals to amend the existing statute "in order to fully and properly fill all
vacant chairs in a timely manner and to enhance the studies of students". The
development of such proposals was entrusted to an 8-member commission,
specially created by the Council and headed by Rector N.-K.-P. Bunge. In
general, the process of revising the 1863 university statute, which took place
during the 1870s under the influence of the Ministry of the Interior, resulted in
a restriction of the autonomy of the teaching corporation, the powers of the
Councils, and increased administrative and police pressure.

In his memoirs, Professor N.K. Rennenkampff of St. Volodymyr’s
University pointed to a social "awakening" as a result of the events of the
Eastern (Crimean) War of 1853—-1856, first of all, it was about the inten-
sification of scientific and literary life, the establishment of convictions about
the need for reforms — "soon they started talking about the liberation of the
peasants, the ever-memorable blessed abolition of serfdom was revealed,
which charged all segments of society and was a dead noose on the go-
vernment itself...". "Sevastopol’s troubles and disorder", — the professor
noted, — "revealed our inner powerlessness and so many dark sides of society
that they upset everyone and undermined faith in the superiority and firmness
of our order"". The social "awakening" of 1855-1856 also affected Kyivans,
especially students of St. Volodymyr’s University, "in whom it manifested
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itself with particular force and fervour"”. At the same time, the student
movement in Kyiv in the early 1860s was characterised by local specifics due
to the distinct influence of the "Polish element". A.V. Romanovych-Sla-
vatynskyi wrote about the quantitative predominance of students of Polish
origin at Kyiv University in his memoirs about his student life in 1850-1855:
"In short, this part of the student body was especially spectacular and shone in
Kyiv salons. St. Volodymyr’s University — this stronghold of the russian
nation in the opinion of its founder, Emperor Nicholas — was located as if in
Krakow, not in Kyiv"".

In the context of the Polish national liberation movement of the 1860s,
Polish students at Kyiv University were the driving force behind a wide range
of anti-government protests. Thus, during the announcement of the tsarist
manifesto of 19 February 1861 on peasant reform on Khreshchatytska Square
in Kyiv, several people, including students, refused to take off their hats
despite the remarks of the quartermaster. Among them was student Konrad
Paszkiewicz, who had previously been the focus of administrative and punitive
authorities because of his participation in memorial services for the dead Poles
(during the shooting of a demonstration in Warsaw on 27 February 1861 by the
russian military)"’.

In 1861, an appeal to Poles, Ruthenians, and Lithuanians was circulated on
the territory of the Kyiv Military, Podillia, and Volyn Governorate, inviting
them to send deputies from scientific and literary societies, universities, and
various estates to the city of Horodlo in the Kingdom of Poland to participate
in the celebration of the anniversary of the Union of Horodlo in 1413,
concluded on 2 October in the city of Horodlo on the Western Bug between
King Wiadystaw II Jagietto and Grand Duke of Lithuania Vytautas. This
Polish-Lithuanian agreement proclaimed the unification of Poland and the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania into a single state. Accordingly, the administration
of the Kyiv military, Podillia, and Volyn governor general recommended that
the leadership of the Kyiv educational district, in order to prevent the
participation of students of St. Volodymyr’s University in the demonstration in
Horodlo, not grant them leave to the Kingdom of Poland and the provinces of
the Southwestern Krai'®. However, in October 1861, Governor-General
L.I. Vasylchykov received information that two students were being sent to
Horodlo as deputies from the university'’. In response to LI Vasylchykov’s
request, the leadership of the Kyiv educational district sent the following
statement, classified as "secret" (4 November 1861):

"In consequence of my letter No. 4523, dated 7th October this year, I have
the honour to inform your excellency that, as the acting inspector of students
informs me, no one has been dismissed from St. Volodymyr’s University to
Gorodto, but it is believed that there may be there some of those who were
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dismissed on leave to the Kingdom of Poland by special order of 4th July this
year, and have not returned to the present time, namely: Severin Bronevsky and
Fomas Trombczewski, or Osip Vasevich and Stepan Kotsyubsky, who were
dismissed on the 29th of last September to enter the Moscow University"'®.

At the request of Governor-General I.I. Vasilchikov, Alexander II per-
sonally granted permission to dismiss from St. Volodymyr’s University and
send to their place of residence under strict police supervision all Polish
students who had participated in demonstrations and "whose behaviour the
police and university authorities have bad information about"'®. For example,
student V. Yaroshynskyi, who had been involved in anti-government demon-
strations three times, had to leave Kyiv for his family in Nizhyn and provide a
receipt undertaking not to return without a special order™.

In general, despite the implementation of peasant, judicial and military
reforms, and the introduction of elected local government, the Russian empire
did not undergo a radical modernisation of socio-political life, and the
authoritarian principles of state governance remained unchanged. The incon-
sistent nature of the "Great Reforms" culminated in the rejection of M. Loris-
Melikov’s draft of the so-called "Constitution", followed by the launch of
Alexander III’s counter-reforms. Attempts to implement liberal reforms remai-
ned half-hearted and incomplete, and the idea of establishing a constitutional
monarchy proved unviable in the realities of an autocratic police state. At the
same time, during the nineteenth century, in the Russian empire, the role of
universities as factors of modernisation and a wide range of socio-cultural
processes related to the development and implementation of scientific ideas,
scientific and theoretical support for economic development, the formation of
staff potential and the cultivation of social consciousness focused on political
emancipation was established. The development of a university corporate
culture based on the principles of autonomy was in sharp contrast to the
foundations of the russian imperial autocracy. Despite the fact that imperial
universities were founded to implement the autocratic (in particular, rus-
sification) policy, they became the source and catalyst of modernisation
processes, ensuring the rise of the educational and cultural level of society by
training personnel for the most important spheres of social life — science,
pedagogy, public administration, various sectors of the economy, legal acti-
vities, medicine, literature, journalism, etc. Universities were powerful instru-
ments of westernisation processes, centres for the development of international
scientific and educational cooperation, and conductors of scientific knowledge,
technological innovations, and ultimately the legal principles and socio-cultural
values of European civilisation. Representatives of the teaching corporation
and university graduates were actively engaged in educational activities,
popularising scientific knowledge among the general public, giving public
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speeches and open lectures, participating in the development of book
publishing, periodicals and public scientific organisations, thus influencing
public consciousness and developing the scientific and theoretical basis for
modernisation reforms. The university environment provided fertile ground for
the rise of opposition to the autocracy, national and cultural movements, and
the cultivation of socio-political thought consonant with the European
ideological trends of the time.
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