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Abstract

The phenomenon of the Ukrainian national minority is well known in Bavaria. Despite
the noticeable presence in Landtag, local universities, Bavarian Academy of Sciences,
diplomatic offices and other institutions, they are not the most populous minority in
the region. Moreover, in the early 2000s there was the Ukrainian school, Technical-
Husbandry Institute and University which had the legal acts to offer education to
not only Ukrainians but also to people of other nationalities. What opportunities are
available to Ukrainians in Bavaria to benefit from favourable conditions and how is the
local authority handling the matter of the Ukrainian institutions? The main objective
of the research is to identify the main periods of Ukrainian presence in scientific
and educational institutions in Bavaria, as well as research their status in the region.
Moreover, the support of these institutions to Ukrainian refugees in 2022 will be studied.
Examining the Ukrainian refugee situation in Europe, the article will also evaluate the
utility of these institutions. As a final point, the study presents the capacity of these
institutions to affect the integration of students into society nowadays.
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Hay‘-lHaﬂ n o6pa303a'reanaﬂ KN3HDb YKpaHUEB B EaBapvwl

AHHOMauus

B craTbe paccMOTpeH BOIPOC MUTPALIMOHHOTO KpM3JiCa YKPaMHCKNUX OeXeHLeB B
cTpaHbl- PeHOMeH YKPaMHCKOTO HAl[MOHA/TbHOTO MEHBIIMHCTBA XOPOIIO M3BECTEH B
basapuu. HecmoTps Ha 3aMeTHOe mpucyTCcTBUE B JIaHATare, MECTHBIX YHUBEPCUTETAX,
baBapckoit akaleMuu HayK, JUIIOMaTUY9eCKUX MPENCTaBUTENbCTBAX U APYIUX Y4-
PeX/IeHMAX, OHY He ABJAIOTCA CAaMbIM MHOTOYNC/IEHHBIM MEHbUIMHCTBOM B PETMOHE.
bonee Toro, B Hayane 2000-X TOIOB 3/leChb CyLIeCTBOBANM yKpamHcKasA 1kona, [TTY
U YHUBEPCUTET, KOTOPbIE MMe/V IPAaBOBbIe aKThI, HO3BOJAIIINE 00yJaTh He TONbKO
YKpauHIIeB, HO U JIOfieil IPYIUX HalMOHaNbHOCTell. Kakme BO3MOXKXHOCTH eCThb y
yKpanHieB B baBapuu, 4TOObI BOCIIONb30BATbCA OMATONPUATHBIMY YCTIOBUAMY U
KaK MeCTHas B/IACTb pelllaeT BOIPOC 06 YKPanHCKUX yupexaernax? OCHOBHaA Lelb
UCCNIelOBaHMA — BBIABUTD OCHOBHbIE NIEPMO/BI IPUCYTCTBUSA YKPaMHIEB B HAY4YHBIX
1 06pa3oBaTe/NbHbIX YUpeXAeHNAX baBapun, a Tak)Ke M3yUUTb MX CTATYC B PETVOHE.
Bornee Toro, 6ymeT usydeHa MOffiep)KKa 9TUX YIPEKACHNUIT YKPAMHCKUM OeXeHIIaM
B 2022 ropy. Mccnenys curyauumio ¢ ykpauHckumu 6exxenniamu B EBpomne, B craTbe
Taxoke OyZieT olleHeHa II0Ie3HOCTb 9TUX MHCTUTYTOB. VI HaKOHel, B MICCIeOBaHUN
IpeJCcTaBIeHa CIOCOOHOCTD STUX YUPEXKAEHNII BIMATh HA MHTEIPALIMIO CTY/IEHTOB B
00611eCTBO B HAILIM JTHN.

Kntouesvie cnosa: YKpaI/IHHbI, HallMOHa/IbHOE€ ME€HbBUINHCTBO, 6€)KCHLIbI, 6aBapc1<1/1e
MIHUCTEPCTBA, YHUBEPCUTET

Introduction

Bavaria became the second home for Ukrainians fleeing World War II and
trying to find the protection. Generations of Ukrainians living in Bavaria
since 1945 as well as those who came to Germany later last century are the
main part of the Ukrainian national minority. Hence, thousands Ukrain-
ian refugee learners had a need to continue their studies in schools and
universities. Since 1945 representatives of different scientific schools and
professors of Ukrainian institutions in exile have established the unique
Ukrainian educational and scientific centre in Bavaria that still continues
its activity. Less than 80 years later Ukrainians met the same problem to
tind the protection in time of Russo-Ukrainian war and Germany was one
of the countries hosting majority of refugees in 2022. As last century there



4 106 ARTYKULY

are many school-aged children and students of universities who need to
continue study process.

Majority of Ukrainian learners and scholars in 2022 have found their
temporary protection in Munich. This city was the centre of Ukrainian social
life in 20" century when Ukrainians establish their educational, scientific,
cultural, sport institutions and churches. Having received the official permit
to provide educational process in Ukrainian, they still have the University
where Ukrainian students come to study. The Ukrainian Free University
is recognized and the problem of Ukrainian learners is well known in the
land so that education and science of Ukrainians are of particular interest.
Comparison of educational life of Ukrainians in Bavaria with the definition
of displaced persons after World War II and in time of Russo-Ukrainian war
shows all evolution of policy towards rights of displaced persons (DPs) to
access to education.

Keeping policy of integration into German society through education,
Bavarian Ministry of Science and Arts did not consider a need to give priority
for particular conditions for the Ukrainian national minority or migrants.
This was the main problem Ukrainian higher education in Bavaria has not
received any financial support recently. The situation changed after Russian
invasion to Ukraine in February 2022. Ukrainian students having residence
and those who came to Germany fleeing the war were given additional
opportunities to apply for universities and have scholarships. Such policy
also changed the position towards the Ukrainian University in Bavarian
educational system.

Formation of educational and scientific institutions of Ukrainians

After World War II, Bavaria became one of the main DP centers in the post-
war Europe. A lot of Ukrainians tried to reach the region looking for better
life in protection of American army. At the end of the war in Europe these
people had the status of displaced persons and had to be repatriated to their
previous places of residence. The risk of being back to the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR) was the main Ukrainians had in the post-war
Europe. The life of DPs in Bavaria was characterized by the temporary con-
dition of stay in camps. (Dr M.M., n.d., p. 174). The main part of Ukrainians
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came to Bavaria from Bohemia and Moravia, the USSR and different parts
of Germany.

One of the problems for the Ukrainian refugees was the choice of a city
in Germany. Due to the fact that Augsburg was less damaged by the war
than other cities, thousands Ukrainians came there housing in DP camps of
Sommerkaserne and Haunstetten. In the latter, in the period from 1945 to
1947 the number of Ukrainians reached about 2 thousand people. However,
in Sommerkaserne this indicator was twice larger. In the period from 1945
to 1949 almost 4 thousand Ukrainians with majority of young people lived
there. In addition, there was a good food supply in the local camps (DP camps
Augsburg Papers 1945-1947,2017).

3 thousand refugees received protection in Munich and could estab-
lish their social, cultural and educational life in Karlsfeld camp. Due to the
decision of American military administration to compactly accommodate
Ukrainians scattered in 16 camps in Munich, Karlsfeld, in fact, was a small
Ukrainian town. The camp administration, which was finally formed on
August 14, 1945, consisted of 149 people and included 11 departments. In
August 1945, in the DP camp lived 2,921 persons, among them were 2,303
Ukrainians. In a few weeks, at the beginning of September, the total number
of refugees increased to 4,085, and the number of Ukrainians was 3,770. In
autumn, Ukrainian DPs opened a kindergarten, public school, gymnasium,
teacher’s seminary, trade, tailoring, music, drama schools, an art college,
driving courses and English language training in Karlsfeld (Vynytsky, 2001,
p. 10-11). Moreover, a higher school of self-education, better known as
People’s University, also worked in the camp, which later became the first
working place for scientists who arrived there. However, in May 1946, the
camp was closed, and Ukrainians were housed in Berchtesgaden, Mittenwald
and Freimann camps. Due to its proximity to Munich, the largest number
of representatives of the academic community resided in the latter: in late
spring 1946, there were about 6 thousand residents and most of them were
Ukrainians.

One more centre of Ukrainian refugees was Bayreuth, a southern Bavar-
ian city located 70 kilometers from Nuremberg in the Rother Main basin.
Leopold Kaserne was the main camp for Ukrainians there and consisted of 25
three-storey brick barracks, which, at one time, had rooms for 30 soldiers and,
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smaller in size, for senior officers and sub-senior officers. At some periods,
the population of the camp was almost 4 thousand, with majority from
Western Ukraine. Bayreuth, like many other Bavarian cities, was destroyed
by the war: 471 people were killed in the air raids, 40 percent of public and
35 percent of residential buildings were destroyed (Lyktei, 1995, p. 16).

The number of Ukrainian young people of 200 thousand was the main
reason to provide educational life in Bavaria. Moreover, there were enough
professors and scientists who could teach young learners. In the capital city
tirst meetings of professors took place in Maria Tomashivska’s apartment at
Johannisplatz 6 (now Max-Weberplatz). The rector’s office on Johannisplatz
was officially opened on December 1, 1946 (Kokosh, 2021, p. 52). In October
1945, the Rector of the Ukrainian University issued a commission to Pro-
tessor Ivan Mirchuk to represent the University in American and German
institutions. From the letters of contemporaries, the idea of the Ukrainian
Free University was positively received by Bavarian government officials
and in autumn 1945, the educational process began. In November 1945,
the Senate instructed to submit for approval the curriculum in the current
academic year and, at almost the same time, a memorandum was submitted
to the Central Representation of Ukrainian Emigration in Frankfurt. In its
turn, the Central Representation of Ukrainian Emigration recognized the
University as an institution of the humanities (Kokosh, 2021, p. 54-55). At
the end of the same year, the University was allowed to use partly a school
at Versailerstrasse, 4.

Similar to Munich, the Ukrainian Technical and Husbandry Institute was
planned to be open in Plattling. On June 12, 1945 in a wooden barrack on
Grabenstrasse, the senate had decided to continue the educational training
in Bavaria. However, realizing that the development of the Institute had to
take place in more developed city with Ukrainian refugees, on June 18,1945
the Senate decided to change the city for Regensburg. At the same time,
a delegation of the Institute went to Munich, Augsburg and Nuremberg
(Kokosh, 2018, p. 135). Having got the permission of American military ad-
ministration the Institute began study process in December 1945. (Maruniak,
1985, p. 170-171). The structure of the institute in Bavaria was represented
by five faculties of agronomy and forestry, engineering, economics, veteri-
nary medicine (four-year programs of study) and pharmacy (a three-year
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program). Formation of the Ukrainian University took place 79 kilometers
from Munich - in Augsburg. No later than in September 1945, the process
of creating Ukrainian High School University training began in Sommeka-
sserne. Simple in their structure it consisted of historical and philological
as well as natural and mathematical departments (Kokosh, 2021, p. 60).
Most of Ukrainian students lived in camps. The main camp for Ukrainian
students was situated at Fiirichstrasse, 53 in Ramerdorf district of Munich.
The building of a German school, with meager maintenance and modest food
supply, was a center of the Ukrainian student community in Munich. The
camp was often the first stop for Ukrainians fleeing the Soviet occupation
zone. In their needs students were supported by subsidies from the United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration and the International Ref-
ugee Organization, or aid of the Union of Ukrainian Student Organizations.

All schools that worked in DP camps till 1947 had to provide education
for children of DPs and were not included to the educational system as
German schools. The exception was Ukrainian school Ridna Shkola founded
in 1967. This was the only school in Munich that could provide the official
study process in Ukrainian. However, all the students of school should have
attended lessons in German schools and in the afternoon they continued
lessons in Ridna Shkola. When Ukraine has proclaimed the independence
Ukrainian students also could study at school as well as children of the
Ukrainian national minority. The building of the school situated at Isarring
11 was bought by Monsignor Yosyph Slipy (Ridna Shkola).

Policy towards education for Ukrainian migrants and refugees

As many other lands in Germany, Bavaria had already met the problem of
refugees and adopted policy towards them. In the middle of 2021 Germany
gave temporary protection for almost 1,24 million refugees and 233 thousand
asylum seekers (UNCHR). In this statistics Bavaria had one of the leading
places among the regions of housing and accommodation of refugees. Since
Russian invasion to Ukraine in February 2022, the choice of Bavaria among
Ukrainians was not the exception though Germany does not border Ukraine.
In 2022 Germany was the second state after Poland in the EU to take in
Ukrainian civilians and in 2023 it became the first one. Currently 1,034
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million Ukrainian refugees stay in Germany, while in Poland 993 thousand
(Refugees from Ukraine in the EU, 2023). Due to the survey of the German
Institute for Economic Research, Institute for Employment Research and
Ministry for Migration and Refugees in summer 2023, 44 percent of refugees
wish to stay in Germany. In comparison with the same survey of summer
2022, there were 39 percent of those who would like to stay. Ukrainian ref-
ugees do not even consider integration courses to be the problem of their
current temporary living. In total less than 20 percent of Ukrainian refugees
had average or good knowledge of language on entering. Hence majority
of them had to attend language training to stay on in Germany and receive
job or enter university (Close to half of Ukrainian refugees in Germany hope
to stay,2023).

The waves of migrants and refugees have changed the number of pop-
ulation in Bavarian cities. Officially in Bavaria live 13,140 million people,
12,6 percent of them are foreigners. In the capital city of Munich live 1,5
million citizens with the main residence. In details 71,5 percent are Ger-
mans and 28,5 percent are non-Germans. It means all citizens are included
in Germans statics, in spite of their nationality. Ukrainian migrants who
received the residence in Bavaria coming there to study or to work represent
foreigners (The Free State of Bavaria, 2023). In 2022 more than 152 thousand
Ukrainians received temporary protection in Bavaria. They were housed in
initial reception centers, collective accommodation centers and decentralized
accommodation places.

Social conditions of all the Ukrainian refugees coming to the European
Union since February 24, 2022 were regulated by the EU directive on the
temporary protection introduced on March 4, 2022. Due to this document,
Ukrainians received access to labor market, social welfare, medical care,
education etc. The temporary protection was initially granted for a year and
has been extended till 4 March 2024.

Some of refugees housed on Isarring. Till 2016 there was a Saturday
school of the Ukrainian national minority in Munich. In 2017 the school
began to work at the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church of Theothokos.
There was an attempt to organize Ukrainian kindergarten in 2017, but due
to requirements of Bavarian Ministry of Education and Cultural Affairs,
teachers working there should have had a German diploma, as a result no
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one speaking Ukrainian and having the diploma of a German university was
found. However, Ridna Shkola is a dormitory for Ukrainian students. A lot
of those who study at the Ukrainian Free University live here. Also, many
Ukrainian actors, writers or scientists who come to Munich stay at this place.
Such famous writer as Maria Matios or prominent scientist professor Oksana
Franko visited this institution. The administration of Ridna Shkola always
helps students to accommodate and fulfill all the necessary documents to
get residence. Students living here can have food for free.

Integration of Ukrainian refugees in Bavaria is regulated by the Federal
Office for Migration and Refugees as well as Bavarian State Ministry of the
Interior, for Sport and Integration. The problem of Ukrainian education and
science is regulated by Bavarian Ministry of Science and Arts in the field of
higher education and by Ministry of Education and Cultural Affairs in the
tield of school teaching.

Access to all levels of educational system was one of the measures pro-
vided by Germany. Bavarian Ministry of Science and Arts, however, did not
regulate the support of Ukrainians in higher education. Majority of German
universities offered online courses and programs. This measure allowed the
students who could not leave Ukraine due to restrictions to cross border to
continue study process. Unlike higher educational system of other EU states,
not all German universities provide specific financial support for Ukrainian
refugee learners (Supporting refugee learners from Ukraine in higher education
in Europe, 2022, p. 10).

More measures were provided in school education for Ukrainian children.
In 2022 only 39 percent of school-aged children attended schools in Ger-
many. It meant that from 290 thousand children only 113 thousand were en-
rolled in study process. On the one hand, those school-aged children among
Ukrainian refugees in spring 2022 continued to study online in Ukrainian
schools. On the other hand, this practice meant social passivity of refugees’
school-aged children that provided some social problems with integration
into German society. German education system does not have any policy on
determining newly arrived learners’ educational and personal needs. This
is the main decision of Standing Scientific Commission of the Standing
Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of lands that
issued guidance note on support for children and youth from Ukraine with
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a rapid integration of children in regular school forms (Supporting refugee
learners from Ukraine in schools in Europe, 2022, p. 9-11).

In March 2022 Bavarian Ministry of Education agreed the plan of second-
ary school education for Ukrainians. After three months of refugee family
in Bavaria all the children must attend lessons in German schools. If parents
want to apply for school earlier, such children will be accepted to study
process. Realizing majority of Ukrainian children do not speak German,
the Ministry provided language training for preschoolers as well as Ger-
man lessons and language support. Some experience was got in 2015-2016
when Germany had met the problem of Ukrainian learners in primary and
secondary schools.

Among Bavarian universities the Ukrainian Free University offers edu-
cational process for Ukrainian migrants. It consists of faculties of Ukrainian
Sciences, Philosophy, Law and Economics. The study process at the university
is provided for students of master and doctoral levels. This is the only institu-
tion where students are taught in Ukrainian. Language is the main issue the
University cannot enroll many students. Some subjects are offered in English
or German but they are minority. More students entering the University do
not speak German and this fact does not allow the students to be integrated
into German speaking society. Till February 2022 the Ukrainian Free Uni-
versity was not highly appreciated by Bavarian Ministry of Education due
to the Bavarian Integration Act. Therefore, those who would like to get the
residence and stay in Bavaria must learn German to have opportunities
to study and work (Bavarian State Ministry of the Interior, for Sport and
Integration. The Bavarian Integration Act,2017). In spite of practice to teach
foreign languages, in 2017 the University excluded them from study process.
The foreign languages were included to the program by Dr Artem Kokosh,
the head of the branch office of the University in Ukraine.

Since Russian invasion Bavarian Ministry began new policy towards the
University. In March 2022, Minister of Science Markus Blume visited the
University and promised to give the financial aid of 100 thousand euro to
the University (Bavarian Ministry of Science and Arts. Blume sagt bis zu
100.000 Euro Nothilfe fur Ukrainische Freie Universitat Munchen zu, 2022).
The visit of the Minister was followed by meetings with Bavarian officials
in Munich. Having new opportunities to provide educational process, the
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University increased the number of students. However, a lot of students
entering the Ukrainian Free University in spring 2022 applied for study to
be able to cross EU borders and leave Ukraine till June 2022 when Ukrainian
authority prohibited to leave country for all male students. In February 2022
before Russian invasion there studied 220 students and in February 2023 at
the university studied 474 students.

Ukrainian students speaking German, however, still choose state uni-
versities where they receive support. Since 2022, the Technical University
provided financial support and counseling services for all Ukrainian students
studying or applying at the university while the Ludwig Maximilian Uni-
versity had counseling for current students in priority. In summer semester
2022, the Technical University offered the integration program for students
who could not finish study process in Ukrainian universities. Such students
were registered as guest auditors and were able to attend courses and take
exams (Integration program for refugees from Ukraine, 2022). Later on, the
Ludwig Maximilian University offered short-term scholarships of 650 euro
per month for a period of three months for Ukrainian students (Short-term
scholarships for Ukrainian students, 2023). These offers make more students
apply to study there. Ukrainian civilians are officially among 18 percent of
students at the Ludwig Maximilian University and among 29,7 percent at
Technical University. In case of the Ukrainian Free University the quantity
of foreigners is approximately 93 percent. Majority of those students at the
Ukrainian Free University came from Ukraine and represent Ukrainian
migrants.

Young learners among the Ukrainian national minority in Bavaria usu-
ally choose to study at the state universities mentioned above. From private
interview, the author was convinced that Ukrainian youth changed priorities.
Till 1990ies it was really prestigious to study at the Ukrainian Free University.
Ukrainians from America and Europe came to study here while those from
the Soviet Union could not do it. Some years there were only students from
Ukraine. It means the University was not taken into account by the Ukrainian
national minority in Germany as well as foreigners to apply.
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Conclusions

Ukrainian educational and scientific life in Bavaria today is not so rep-
resentative as it was last century. As there is no Ukrainian school young
generation of the national minority is integrated in German educational
process. Ukrainian school-aged children of migrants and refugees received
access to secondary education in German schools. The policy towards uni-
versities allows the Ukrainian Free University to provide study for students
as higher education is in responsibility of Bavarian Ministry of Science and
Arts, however, school education is in responsibility of Bavarian Ministry
of Education and Cultural Affairs. It is the main reason the policy towards
educational institutions differs. However, the educational process of refugees
and migrants should meet the requirements of the Integration Act. Study
process in Ukrainian does not allow students to be integrated into society.
This problem explains more students apply to study at the Universities with
the high level of integration.

Since Russian invasion to Ukraine in 2022, the policy of Bavarian Ministry
of Science and Arts changed. The University was visited by the Minister and
got the financial support. However, all the meetings with Bavarian officials
dealt with the problem of Ukrainian refugees. It shows the University was
considered to be the centre of social work with refugees. However such
meetings did not impact the policy of the University in such integration field.
The language of study process still does not allow students of the University
to be integrated into society in spite of providing study process in German
in higher education is part of state policy of Bavaria.

Bavarian Ministry of Science and Arts agreed particular policy of uni-
versities to enroll Ukrainian students since Russian invasion to Ukraine
in 2022. Hence Bavarian universities provided scholarships and different
programs for learners from Ukraine. Such policy allowed almost half of
Ukrainian refugees to decide to stay in Germany being integrated into soci-
ety. As a result, today it is obvious that part of Ukrainians coming to German
cities since 2022 will make attempts to have permanent residence and even
receive citizenship that probably will change the definition of refugees to
new members of the Ukrainian national minority.
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