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Introduction

The origin of children’s literature dates back to the 18th century, which initially
emerged in Britain. The first writer whose books for children were successfully
commercialised was John Newberry. Interestingly, the first children’s books
taught readers how to behave in aristocratic households?. However, those in-
structional children’s books did not entertain them. The first novel that did not
instruct readers is Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland written by Charles Dodgson
in 1865. The main feature distinguishing this book from the previous children’s
literature is that it does not touch upon religious matters or teach children
manners. Modern children’s literature which began with Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland, did not make morals insignificant. While entertaining readers,
these books also taught them moral values?®.

Unlike adult literature, writing children’s literature appears challenging
as different factors should be considered to ensure that it can contribute to
society. The major factor in children’s literature is the age at which writers
determine whether the work was written for a three-year-old child or a bit
older. Additionally, the plot in children’s literature should be clear and simple,
meaning that psychological and cognitive development in children’s brains is
not at the same level as in adults. The purpose of this is to nurture children
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and should have educational significance for the further development of their
brains*.

The topics in children’s literature are as diverse as in adult literature. Re-
spect for culture and moral values are instilled in children through literature.
However, as time changes, culture and morals also shift gradually, and be-
cause of this, children are believed to lose interest in the previous children’s
literature. Environmental issues, technological innovations, etc., attract their
attention. Considering that poetic feeling in children is higher and can be com-
pared with writers’ and poets’ creativity, reading children’s books contributes
to creativity, cognitive ability, and critical thinking®. Hunt also claimed that
children’s literature differs from time to time and in different geographical
areas®. In particular, he highlighted that children’s literature is complex and
excessively essential for children’s further development.

Literature Review

Children’s literature is considerably powerful in that it does not simply shape
children’s perception of the world, and those books also help children enrich
their vocabulary and knowledge and educate them with cultural values specific
to a certain country. When compiling children’s books considering essential
factors such as time, place, cultural values, religion, scientific development,
economic issues, etc., is vital to connect with time and readers. Although some
traditions and values are being kept in children’s literature, those sources focus
on the existing social trends and realities’. In his book, Hunt also emphasised
that children’s literature is important from social, cultural, historical, educa-
tional, and commercial perspectives®. According to Grenby and Immel, who
discussed the history of children’s literature in their research, the emergence
and origin of children’s literature are associated with three factors as follows:

— Commercial product;

— Culture that is being passed down to generations;

— Biographical accounts’.
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Children’s literature has turned out to be a commercial product because
of the invention of printing media. Until that time, fables, stories, etc., were
transmitted orally. That is to say, folklore was the initial source and tool for
interacting with children in the past time. As biographical sources, books for
children were written based on life stories and experiences.

Genres in Children’s Literature
Genres in children’s literature vary from adults’ literature in some way. Chil-

dren’s books are categorised as fiction and non-fiction books. Fiction is clas-
sified in itself as follows:

— Poetry - Folklore

— Modern fantasy - Contemporary realistic fiction
— Historical fiction - Picture book

Non-fiction includes the followings:

— Biography - Information books

— Multicultural books - International literature.

Fairy-tale is a genre which has an unknown history as this genre was trans-
mitted from generation to generation orally until the creation of writing sys-
tems. Fairy tales do not simply depict unreal events but also teach readers
valuable lessons. Even though fairy tales are diverse in terms of content, the
scheme is simple and homogenous. Fairy tales are included in children’s litera-
ture, although they were intended for illiterate adults in the past. Fairy tales
are essential in terms of enriching children’s imagination and creativity**.

As given in the Historical Dictionary of Children’s Literature (2010), fables
are narratives in prose which majorly intend for children. Characters in fables
are both humans and animals, such as fairy tales. However, most fable char-
acters are animals that denote a specific type of people or behaviour. It is said
that the origin of a fable is related to folk tale tradition, and they are mainly
compiled for children. The centre of interest in fables is to nurture morals and
exemplary behaviour?®?,

The origin of fantasy included in children’s literature dates back to XVII and
continues to develop until now. The fantasy genre gained popularity in the XIX

10 Marwiyah, Children and Young Adult Literature, “Perpustakaan Digital UIN Sunan Kalijaga Yogya-
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century, and this genre was not only evaluated as a didactic form of literature,
but fantasy also entertained children with different characters?®®.

Historical View of Azerbaijan Children’s Literature and Genres

Azerbaijan is a multicultural and multireligious country, and this diversity can
be found in children’s literature. Children’s literature in Azerbaijan is diverse
and rich, meaning that this richness reflects in different genres ranging from
folklore to stories written for children. The main issue in Azerbaijan children’s
literature is to instil cultural and moral values in children and create values
such as kindness, honesty, sincerity, etc. In terms of this, folklore, as an integral
part of children’s literature, plays a crucial role in teaching moral values and
preserving cultural and artistic treasures. Folklore has an ancient history, and
the variety of genres show how old Azerbaijan folklore is.

When National Children’s prose began to stand on its feet, Azerbaijani
prose had already achieved joyful achievements. No matter how educational
Azerbaijani prose is, children’s literature has its own specifics, its own ideas,
concerns, subject area, the world of images, expression, ideas and points. Chil-
dren’s prose had a lot to learn from Russian and European literature, from the
works and theoretical ideas of famous educators and artists, from folklore
and classical literature. Special attention was paid to the delivery of advanced
ideas here. It is because promoting these ideas is the perfect field for turning
children into useful beings as members of society, meaning life activity and
path. One of the most beautiful aspects of our national children’s prose is its
colourfulness and richness. The world of images in children’s prose is diverse
in its social position, origin and spirituality, level and age characteristics, con-
victions and character. Writers strengthened the spirit of diligence by giving
special freshness and charm to the language of works, using the abundance
of allegories and epithets, means of artistic description, and folk expressions
in an interesting way.

Children’s literature in Azerbaijan entered a specific path of development
in the 1970s and the 1980s. During this period, the struggle for a new school
coincided with the struggle for children’s literature. Effective results were
achieved by developing both areas in parallel and interaction. During these
years, printed textbooks and collections were considered more satisfactory.
The struggle for the purity and mass development of the native language,
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which arose from the 80s of the XIX century in connection with the issues of
press education, and textbooks, bore fruit precisely in the first decade of the
XX century.

The emergence and development of Azerbaijan children’s literature are
directly linked to the occurrence of a national enlightenment ideology. Pre-
serving the mother tongue and the nation’s spiritual need for education con-
ditioned this literature’s necessity. The triggering factor which encouraged
enlightened writers to write children’s books in the second half of the twen-
tieth century was the need for national poetry books and native language
textbooks. Since children’s literature did not exist as an independent branch
of literary heritage until a certain time, the textbook created the wing of the
folklore of many children’s literature, consisting of fairy tales, epics, legends,
and classical artists. One of the significant tendencies in children’s literature
is that the world'’s classical children’s literature was also translated into the
Azerbaijan language. The main themes in children’s literature comprise scien-
tific development, the importance of education, love for the motherland and
people and other cultural values4.

Regarding this, the riddle is one of the widely spread genres in folklore
which contribute to children’s cognitive ability development, drawing the right
conclusions from the issues relating to different aspects of life and the envi-
ronment?®.

Agaca ¢ixdim adamla, | climbed the tree with a person,

Bir nalbaki badamla, And a plate of almonds.

Na dili var, na agzi, What is it that has neither tongue nor
mouth,

Hey danisar adamla. But talks to you all the time?

Cavab: Kitab Answer: Book

(Azerbaijan International: Just for Kids).

Riddles are rich in content, which covers thoughts and ideas of existing
things around us. Riddles about plants and animals which belong to Azerbaijan
nature are often found in Azerbaijan literature. One specific characteristic or
trait is keeping things secret in riddles, and the more difficult the statement
is, the more challenging finding an answer is. Another folklore genre is prov-
erbs which help people understand the realities surrounding them. Proverbs

14 kh. Mustafayeva, Azerbaijan Children’s Literature, http:/www.anl.az/el/Kitab/Ar20111-941.pdf
[accessed: 11.09.2019].
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are the generalised essence of historical experiences pertaining to social and
historical realities?®.

Nimuna: Cox bilan az danisar. Example: The more you know, the less you
should talk.

Damir surttldiikca parildar. Practice makes perfect.

Oz gdziinda tiri gdrmiir, basgasinin gdziinda qil secir.

He cannot see the beam on his own, but he’s looking for an eyelash in
someone else’s.

One of the popular genres in children’s literature is funny stories, also
named anecdotes. Funny stories or anecdotes differ in the sense of humour
from other genres. The main funny characters in Azerbaijan literature are Mulla
Nasruddin, Bahlul Dananda, and so on?’.

In Azerbaijan children’s literature, tales are very popular and included in
prose. Tales in Azerbaijan literature are classified as fairy-tale, everyday realis-
tic fairy tales related to the nation’s traditions and daily life, and animal tales.
Fairy-tales is about mythical issues, and unrealistic characters are specific to
this type of tales. A good example from Azerbaijan folklore is the “Malikmam-
mad fairy tale”, one of the famous tales among children. In this fairy tale, the
apple tree bears fruit every three days and those who eat the fruit of this tree
rejuvenate quickly. One of the most famous children’s tales is titled Jirtdan,
which means tiny boy. Although the main character in the tale is physically
smaller than his peers, he is very intelligent and easily deals with problems.
This tiny boy fights against “Div” (monster), which symbolises the negative
character in the tale®®. The main point in this tale is that an individual can cope
with any problems if he or she thinks logically. As regards this, there is also
a proverb in Azerbaijan literature.

Nimuna: Agill yasda deyil basdadir. Example: Age is no guarantee of wis-
dom?’.

Believing in celestial bodies is often found in fairy tales, as this is con-
nected with the ancient history of nations in the world. Unlike fairy tales,
everyday realistic fairy tales mirror realities such as inequality in society. The
main characters in these tales are hard-working and industrious people who
deal with challenging issues and tend to make smart decisions in difficult cir-
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cumstances. The important issue relating to animal tales should be considered
because they are associated with people’s ancient beliefs and totems. In ani-
mal tales, human characters sometimes shift to animals, or the reverse hap-
pens?, In addition, legends are tremendously popular in Azerbaijan children’s
literature. Moral legends instil humane characteristics in human beings, such
as generosity, kindness, etc. Legends are thematically divided into three cat-
egories. Toponymic legends depict the formation of different natural objects
such as mountains, rivers, lakes, etc. There is a tomonymic legend about the
“Besbarmag” mountain. The religious legends are about the prominent people
in Islam. Azerbaijan has the largest Muslim population. Another kind of legends
concerns flora and fauna of Azerbaijan. The legend about celestial objects is
excessively popular in Azerbaijan literature, as it narrates the creation of dif-
ferent celestial objects in the universe. The legends about historical figures are
called ethnonymic legends, which denote respect for them. “Noah'’s storm” is
a great example of ethnonymic legend?'.

Conclusion

Literature plays a key role in developing imagination and creativity and keep-
ing culture and traditions alive. In this regard, literature is considered a major
source for instilling cultural and moral values in children at an early age. The
swift development of children’s literature dates back to XIX-XX when different
genres spread all around the world. Although similarities are found in almost
all children'’s literature, literature reflects national experiences and country-
specific values. Azerbaijan children’s literature differs from other nations’ lit-
erature and is diverse in genres and themes. Children are taught multicultural
values through folklore, which is an integral part of literature, contributing to
cultural diversity in Azerbaijan.
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Didacticism and Morality in Azerbaijan Children’s Literature

Summary

The development of children’s literature dates back to the 18" century in
England. The distinctive feature of children’s literature is that it benefits from
the folklore of nations. Children’s literature is diverse in content and how to
properly express different concepts. Regarding this, writing and criticising
children’s literature appear challenging as they have a distinctive nature. The
purpose of writing children’s literature is to educate them early and nurture
good values since all of them shape their characters. Although there are
many significant factors to evaluate in children’s literature, age and plot are
always the centres of discussion. Age is considered essential in children’s lit-
erature, meaning that it determines the way of transmitting information, the
word choice, and the theme for the suitable age. When it comes to the plot,
different nuances, ranging from the writer’s insight and approach and the pe-
riod in the written material is produced, affect topics in children’s literature.
Considering that poetic feeling in children is higher and can be compared
with writers’ and poets’ creativity, reading children’s books contributes to
creativity, cognitive ability, and critical thinking. Therefore, children’s litera-
ture is rich in diverse topics and genres. However, as time changes, culture
and morals also shift gradually, and because of this, children are believed
to lose interest in the previous children’s literature. Environmental issues,
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technological innovations, etc., attract their attention.

The emergence and development of Azerbaijan children’s literature are
directly linked to the occurrence of a national enlightenment ideology. Pre-
serving the mother tongue and the nation’s spiritual need for education con-
ditioned this literature’s necessity. Azerbaijan children’s literature is also rich
and diverse in terms of the mentioned factors. The triggering factor which
encouraged enlightened writers to write children’s books in the second half
of the twentieth century was the need for national poetry books and native
language textbooks. Azerbaijan children’s literature has distinctive features
because Azerbaijan is a multicultural and multireligious country, leading to
cultural diversity and tolerance development. In Azerbaijan children’s litera-
ture, the importance of cultural and moral values such as kindness, honesty,
sincerity, etc., is depicted uniquely. In terms of this, folklore, as an integral
part of children’s literature, plays a crucial role in teaching moral values and
preserving cultural and artistic treasures. Different genres in children’s lit-
erature instil humane characteristics in human beings, such as generosity,
kindness, etc.

Keywords: literature, genres, culture, morals, education

AnpaKTuU3M M HpaBCTBEHHOCTDb B a3ep6aii g KaHCKOM AeTCKOM
utepaType

Pestome

PaseuTune petckon nntepatypbl BocxoauT K 18 Beky B AHmAuK. OTanym-
TeJIbHOM 0COBEHHOCTbIO AETCKOM IMTEPaTYpPbl SBSIETCSA TO, YTO OHA ONu-
paeTcsa Ha ponbkaop Hapoaos. [leTckasa nnTepaTypa pa3HoobpasHa no
COZEPYKAHUIO M CNOCOBY NPaBUALHOIO BbIPAXKEHUS PA3/IMYHbIX MOHATUN.
B cBsi3n € 3TMM HanucaHue N KPUTUKA OETCKOW AnTepaTypbl NpeacTaBs-
IOTCS C/IOXKHOM 3aZia4eit, MOCKOJIbKY OHa MMeeT CBoeobpa3HbIi XxapaKTep.
Llenb HanMcaHMsa AeTCKOM nTepaTypbl COCTOUT B TOM, YTO6BbI 06YUYUTb MX
B paHHEM BO3pacTe M BOCMUTATb XOPOLLME LLEHHOCTU, MOCKOJIbKY BCE OHU
bopMUPYIOT AETCKUMN XapaKTep. XOTa B AETCKOM uTepaType ecTb paj,
BaXXHbIX GAKTOPOB, KOTOpPblE CAefyeT OLEeHMBATb, BO3PACT U CIOXKET BCer-
[,a Haxo4sATCa B LLeHTpe BHMMaHMs. Bo3pacT cunTaeTcs BaXKHbIM B AE€TCKOM
NnTepaType, a 3TO O3HAYaEeT, YTO OH onpeaenseT cnocob nepenadm MHPop-
Maumu, BbIGOP C/I0B M TEMbI AJ151 COOTBETCTBYHOLLEro Bo3pacTta. Koraga geno
[0XOAUT [0 CHOXKETa, Ha TEMbI AETCKOM INTepPaTypbl BAUAIOT pas/inyHble
HHOAHCbI, Ha4MHas OT COBCTBEHHOM NPOHMLLATE/ILHOCTM M NOAX0Aa NucaTe-
N5 M 3aKaHYMBas MEPUOLOM CO34aHMS HaNMMCAHHOro MaTepuasa. YunTbliBas
TOT aKT, YTO NO3ITUYECKOE YYBCTBO Y AETeMN BbILLE M €M0 MOYKHO CPaBHUTb
C TBOPYECTBOM NMUCaTEsIEN U NOITOB, YTEHME AETCKUX KHUI CNOCOBCTBYET
TBOPYECTBY, MNO3HaBaTE/IbHbIM CMOCOBHOCTAM, KPUTUHYECKOMY MbILLIJIEHUIO.
MoaToMy aeTcKas nMTepaTypa 6orata pasHoo6pasHbIMM TEMaMM U YKaHpa-
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MU. OiHAKO C TeYEHUEM BPEMEHM KYJ/IbTYpa U HPaBbl TaK)Ke MOCTENEHHO
MEHSIOTCS, U M3-3a 3TOFO CYUTAETCS, YTO AETU TEPSIOT MHTEPEC K NMPEXKHEN
LEeTCKOM iuTepaType. B HacTosiLLee BpeMsi BOMPOCHI 3KOJIOMMU, TEXHOJI0TU-
YeCKMe HOBLLECTBA U T.4,. TaKXKe 3HAYMUTEsIbHO MPMBEKAIOT UX BHUMAHME.

Bo3HuMKHOBEHME 1 pa3BUTUE a3epbaigyKaHCKOM AeTCKOM AanTepaTypbl
HanpsiMyto CBSI3aHO C BO3HWMKHOBEHMEM HALMOHAIbHOM MPOCBETUTEILCKOM
naeonorun. CoxpaHeHMe poAHOro s3blka M AyXOBHas NoTPe6HOCTb HaLuK
B 06pa3oBaHMnN 06YCI0BUIM HEOOXOAMMOCTb 3TOM InTepaTypbl. Asepbaii-
[OyKaHCKas geTcKas nTepaTypa Takke 6oraTta 1 pasHoo6pasHa Mo Bbille-
nepeyvmcieHHbIM pakTopaM. OCHOBHbIM GaKTOPOM, NOATOJKHYBLLMM MpPo-
CBeLLEeHHbIX NucaTenelt BTOpoi NoaoBuHbI XX BeKa K HAaMMCaHMIO AETCKUX
KHUT, IBNSETCSA NOTPEOHOCTb B KHUMaX HaLMOHA/IbHOM MO33UK U y4eBHMKax
poaHoro s3bika. [MpuymrHa, No KoTopoi asepbaiaykaHcKas AeTcKas uTe-
paTypa UMeeT OT/INYUTE/IbHbIE YEPTbI, 3aK/IH04aEeTCs B TOM, 4To Asepbait-
O>KaH ABNAETCS MHOFOKYNbTYPHOM N MHOMOKOHGECCMOHa/IbHOM CTPaHOW,
YTO NPUBEJIO K Pa3BUTUIO KYJIbTYPHOIO pa3HOo6pasust U TOJEPaHTHOCTU.
B asepbaiiaykaHCKoM AEeTCKOM IMTepaType 0cobbiM 06pa3oM pacKpbIBaeTcs
3HAYEHUE TAKUX KYJIbTYPHbIX U HPABCTBEHHbIX LLEHHOCTEN, Kak A06poTa,
YeCTHOCTb, UCKPEHHOCTb U T.A. B cBS3M € 3TUM $OJIbKNIOP KaK HEOTbEMIE-
Masi YaCcTb [LETCKOM INTepaTypbl UrPaeT BayKHENMLLYHO POJib B BOCMTUTaHUN
HPaBCTBEHHbIX LLEHHOCTEN, KOTOPbIe TaKXe COXPaHAIOT B cebe Ky/IbTypHble
U XY[,0XKeCTBEHHble LEeHHOCTU. PasainyHble XaHpbl 4eTCKOW InTepaTypbl
BOCMUTbLIBAIOT B HYEJ/IOBEKE TaKME NYMaHHble KaueCTBa, Kak BE/IMKOAYLLNE,
[obpoTa un ap.

KntoueBble cnoBa: iMTepaTypa, >KaHpbl, Ky/bTypa, Mopasib, 06pa3oBaHue



