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REVOLUTION OF 1917. SEVERAL HISTORICAL
AND LEGAL REMARKS FROM THE POINT OF VIEW
OF 2022-2023

REFLEKSJE O REWOLUCJI LUTOWE] 1917 R. W ROSJI.
KILKA UWAG HISTORYCZNO-PRAWNYCH
Z PERSPEKTYWY LAT 2022-2023

Summary: This article is about the changes in the state system during the February Revolution
of 1917 in Russia. Article contains an analysis of political system and political competitions at the
beginning of the Russian Revolution od 1917. On the background this description the author of
the article provides characteristic of constitutional changes of Russia during revolution. In this
area the article contains characteristic the idea of The All Russian Constituent Assembly (Vse-
rossiyskoye Uchreditelnoye sobraniye) and other reform proposals conducted by The Russian
Provisional Government. The second problem discussed in the article concerns memory of the
Russian Revolution of 1917 and political instrumentalization of them in contemporary Russia.

Keywords: The February Revolution of 1917, the Russian Revolution of 1917, Russia; revo-
lution, historical memory

Streszczenie: Artykul dotyczy procesu zmian ustroju panstwowego Rosji podczas rewolucji lu-
towej 1917 roku. Zawiera on analize systemu politycznego i rywalizacji politycznej na poczatku
rewolugji rosyjskiej 1917 roku. Na tle tych zjawisk autor artykulu przedstawit charakterystyke
przemian prawno-konstytucyjnych Rosji w czasie rewolucji. W tym zakresie artykul zawiera
charakterystyke idei Ogdlnorosyjskiego Zgromadzenia Ustawodawczego (ros. Wiierosijskoje
Uchreditelnoje sobranije) oraz innych propozycji reformatorskich, ktére w 1917 r. wypracowat
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i probowal wdraza¢ Rzad Tymczasowy. Drugi problem poruszany w artykule dotyczy pamieci
o rewolucji rosyjskiej z 1917 roku i jej politycznej instrumentalizacji we wspotczesnej Rosji.

Slowa kluczowe: rewolucja lutowa 1917 r., rewolucja rosyjska 1917 r., Rosja, rewolucja,
pamie¢ historyczna

INTRODUCTION

The Russian aggression on Ukraine opened on 24 February 2022, once again
raised numerous fundamental questions and thus, many discussions concerning
the nature, sources, and identity of the Russia’s state system. According to some of
the Russian Kremlin-related experts and intellectuals, Vladimir Putin’s decision led
to unprecedented termination of Russia’s relations with the West. Dmitri Trenin
wrote about “abandonment of Peter the Great’s legacy” and Fyodor Lukyanov about
a new cold war and “Russia Stronghold”. While Timiofiej Bordaczov called the
Russian invasion on Ukraine “the end of the process of determination of geopolit-
ical borders in the Eastern Europe™. These opinions and views provoke a thought
that Russia again has set a course for a distinct systemic path, justifying its choice,
among others, with alleged geographical, cultural, and ethnic differences which
purportedly prevent from functioning under the Western European models. This
narrative dominates public space in Russia in during through 2022. Therefore, we
might expect, especially if Vladimir Putin remains in power or his system of power
survive after his death, that remembrance about processes and events concerning
reconstruction of the Russian system into a constitutional state of law and democ-
racy, will be not only marginalised but also probably completely eliminated.

One of such periods is the February Revolution of 1917, namely the period from
February to March 1917, when construction of a democratic and constitutional
Russian state was attempted. Studies thereon are indispensable to know and under-
stand not only systemic processes of democratization in Russia up to 1917, but also
the essence of the collision of political democratic ideas with anti-western systemic
concepts in the Russian reality. And this may provide priceless information and
conclusions in the context of predicting Russia’s future.

' [I. Tperun, Kmo muvi, 20e mol, 3a umo mvi — u nouemy, 11 ampenst 2022, https://russiancouncil.ru/
analytics-and-comments/comments/kto-my-gde-my-za-chto-my-i-pochemu/ [access: 14.04. 2022].

> @. JlykpsaHoB, Kpenocmov Ha npounocmo, 25.02.2022, https://globalaffairs.ru/articles/krepost-na-
-prochnost/, [access: 14.04.2022].

> T.Bopuaues, 3emenvtuiii 6onpoc. [louemy KOHMPOL MepPUMopUL NPOOOIH A UZPAMY KIHOHEBY 10
ponv 6 mMenOyHAPoOHbIX omHouweHusx, https://profile.ru/columnist/zemelnyj-vopros-1026503/ [ac-
cess: 29.04. 2022].
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SAVING THE REMEMBRANCE ON FEBRUARY 1917

Here, it is worth mentioning that the discussion and postulates about the remem-
brance on the significance of the February Revolution of 1917 as a fundamental event
from the point of view of modernization and democratization of Russia, has had a long
history. On the ninth anniversary of the February Revolution of 1917, Paul N. Miliukov
wrote that one of the reasons of its defeat was a conflict among the political groups and
societies which at the turn of February and March 1917 took over the power*. The con-
flict arose around the fact that one group wanted to strengthen a revolutionary author-
ity, namely the Provisional Government, and thus wished to “keep the [revolutionary
-Author] movement in specific statehood tracks™. Therefore, the aim was to firstly per-
form political and constitutional democratization reforms and then, to carry out specific
economic reforms and changes, with the use of such institutions as e.g., the ownership
law. On the other hand, the second group claimed that natural revolutionary processes
should not have been held since it meant infringement of the highest rights of people®.
Thus, they strived to speed up and deepen the changes of socialistic nature without wait-
ing for completion of legal and constitutional reforms. The Russian historian and politi-
cian was thinking about a conflict which in the conditions of 1917 February Revolution
had arisen between liberals and moderate socialists and led to strengthening of the third
power, namely Bolsheviks.

On the other hand, seizure of power by the last ones with V. Lenin as a leader,
resulted in a civil war, during which Anti-Bolsheviks started to be called as a part of
propaganda “contra-revolutionists” who wanted to return the order from the times
before overthrowing of the Romanovs. Although, a decisive majority of the Whites
were in favour of the basic ideas of changes announced by the Provisional Govern-
ment when it was formed. Such picture of Anti-Bolsheviks, created by the Bolshe-
viks, presumably was still alive after the war, which, according to PN. Miliukov, was
earned by some emigrants who gave reasons to call them a reaction force striving
for restoration of monarchy which had existed before February 1917. On the other
hand, the emigrants started to perceive the Bolshevik ruling, and soviet system of
Russia as a consequence of not only the October upheaval but also the February
Revolution of 1917. In this last case, it meant that the events related to the February

* Hessimunemue despanvckoii pesomouuu , “Tlocnentue noBoctit: Exxen. ras?, 13 mapta 1926, no. 1816, ¢. 1.

> Ibidem.

¢ Ibidem. ,®PeBpanbckas peBOMOLNA, KOTOPas MIMEHHO U Ob/Ia HOIIBITKOI CO3/JaTh 3TO CpefiHee —
CO3/]aTh eMOKPATUYECKYH0 FOCYAapCTBEHHOCTD, KaK-TO ObUIa 3a0bITa 32 y)KacaMi GOJIbIIEBICTCKOTO
peXMMa M 3a y)KacaMm TIPaK[AaHCKoil BoitHbl. ToduHee roBopsi, Ha Hee 6e3 pasbopa BamuIn
OTBETCTBEHHOCTD I 32 TO, 11 3a fipyroe.” (“The February Revolution, which was precisely an attempt to
create this middle ground - to create a democratic state, was somehow forgotten behind the horrors of
the Bolshevik regime and the horrors of the civil war. More precisely, she was indiscriminately blamed
for both”).
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Revolution of 1917 were seen as the reason for modernization failure. In such a way,
PN. Miliukov quite skilfully described a general perception of the 1917 February
Revolution which had one distinctive feature, namely, remembrance about the phe-
nomena, reasons, nature, and course of the Great February faded with time.

This fading of remembrance on the February Revolution and a high degree of politi-
cisation of narrative about it, caused that its grounds and initial consent and enthusiasm
ofliberal, liberal, and conservative, and socialistic opposition elites, which unexpectedly
from the point of view of 1917, enthusiastically accepted overthrowing of the Romano-
vs, were forgotten. Recognising this event as crowning of a long-lasting fight for democ-
ratization of Russia. However, failure of these plans, caused that the collapse of 1917 Feb-
ruary Revolution has been used as an element of political narrative about the fact that
democratization and reception of the western system in Russia always leads to chaos. In
a political and systemic sense, experiences of February 1917 have become a tool in the
hands of advocates of functioning of non-democratic ruling in Russia.

Therefore, the article by PN. Miliukov from 1926 may be treated as an explic-
it attempt to separate the events and remembrance about the revolution of 1917
from their political instrumentalization performed by Anti-Bolsheviks, inter alia,
the Whites (monarchists, liberals, conservatives), socialists and Bolsheviks. But the
speech of the ex-minister of foreign affairs of the Provisional Government constitut-
ed an element of narrative as a part of the so-called new tactics which P.N. Miliukov
set as a main trend in his activity and politics since 1920”. It consisted in recogni-
tion that main socio-economic transformations which resulted from the February
Revolution and the so-called October upheaval, could not have been turned back.
Since they were a consequence of natural striving of Russian peasants and workers
and were a crowning of long democratization processes in Russia. Thus, fighting
against the Bolsheviks must be founded on recognition of some conditions in the
Soviet Russia and favouring of such evolution of the people in Russia that they will
take up arms against the communistic regime and perform democratization. In this
option, recourse to foreign intervention was not considered. However, setting aside
the political sense of the so-called Miliukov’s tactics, we should remember about
the efforts of the cadets’ leader to investigate the significance and sense of the 1917
February Revolution, since in the systemic sense, the essence and meaning of 1917
revolution boiled down to the final transformation of the tsarist autocracy into the
Western European model of a constitutional state.

7 C.M. CmarnuHa, Poccutickue nonumuveckue napmuu 6 smuepayuu: 610ku u uoe onoeuu (20-e 2000t
XX seka), Pocros u/]1 2007, c. 11-54; V.I1. Hunbcen, I1.H. Muntoxos u J1.B. Cmanun: 0 noaumuueckoi
asomoyuu I1.H. Muntokosa 6 amuepavuu, 1918-1943, Oslo 1983, c. 10-13; C.A. Anexcauapos, /Tudep
poccutickux kademos ILH. Muniokos 6 amuepayuu, Mocksa 1996, c. 22-45; L.V. YepHaBckwmit,
JLJL. Dy6oBa, Munioxos, Mocksa 2015, c. 391-402; B.I. Elkin, Paul Milyukov (1859-1943), “The Sla-
vonic and East European Review” 1945, Vol. 23, No. 62, pp. 140-141; A. Goldenweiser, Paul Miliukov
- Historian and Statesman, “The Russian Review” (Apr., 1957), Vol. 16, No. 2, pp. 3-14.
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REVOLUTION OR UPHEAVAL?

One of the first and main problems of the February Revolution of 1917, which
affected its development was that abdication of Tsar Nikolas IT and his brother Mi-
chael Alexandrovich followed the military and social uprising in Petrograd. P.N.
Miliukov wrote that some oppositionist members of the State Duma were prepared
to act in case of a palace coup and only in such a way to take up power. Most prob-
ably it would have meant introduction of constitutional monarchy in Russia. How-
ever, the problem was that the coup took place from below, not from the top®. Thus,
only mass rebellion of people, paralysis of state institutions and a fear of anarchy un-
der the war conditions caused that liberal and liberal and conservative opposition
forced out Tsar’s abdication and using the institution of the State Duma appointed
a Provisional Committee which begun to take over the state power®. At the same
time, in the building of the State Duma, a socialistic system of workers’ and soldiers’
delegates councils started to shape as a consequence of the social and military re-
volt, which gave rise to the so-called dual power and first conflicts, too.

THE IDEA OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

Competition and discrepancies between the liberals, liberal conservatists and
moderate socialists caused that the decision on the final determination of the sys-
temic form of the Russian state and main social and economic reforms was post-
poned not earlier than to the moment of convention of the Constituent Assembly.
Such an Assembly should have been convened based on the democratic rules of
elections which would have settled whether Russia would be a monarchy or a re-
public. As a part of such Assembly, the people in Russia were to decide about the
shape of the constitution, ownership reconstruction in relation to the agrarian re-
form and introduce changes in the workers’ matter. Therefore, convocation of the
Assembly was the main task of the Provisional Government formed at the turn of
February and March 1917 and became a leading idea of the revolutionary political
life in Russia. This phenomenon is exemplified by the words of the state law pro-

8 ILH. Mwmoxkos, Poccus na nepenome: bonvuiesucmckuti nepuod pycckoti pesomovuu. T. 1:
IIpoucxosoenue u ykpenneHue 60nvuiesucmckoli oukmamypul, Hapyok 1927, c. 28.

®  W.G. Rosenberg, Liberals in the Russian Revolution: the Constitutional Democratic Party, 1917-
1921, Princeton 1974, p. 49-59; M. Kirschke Stockdale, Paul Miliukov and the Quest for a Liberal Rus-
sia, 1880-1918, Ithaca and London 1996, p. 238-249; R. Pipes, Rewolucja rosyjska, trans. T. Szafar,
Warszawa 2012, p. 294-306; T. Hasegawa, The February Revolution: Petrograd, 1917, Seattle - London
1981, p. 313-317; O. Figes, Tragedia narodu. Rewolucja rosyjska 1891-1924, trans. B. Hrycak, Wroctaw
2009, p. 246-370; L. Engelstein, Russia in Flames: War, Revolution, Civil War, 1914-1921, Oxford 2017, p. 105-
120; M. Sadtowski, Miedzy Mikotajem II a Leninem. Paristwowosc rosyjska i jej koncepcje w czasie rewo-
lucji lutowej 1917 roku, Krakow 2021, p. 35-49; W. Bruce Lincoln, Passage Through Armageddon: The
Russians in War and Revolution, 1914-1918, New York 1994.
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fessor Alexiej Adriej Rozhdestvensky'® who wrote in a booklet from 1917 about the
Constituent Assembly which was going to be convened:

In it we place our hope, the whole future of free and renewed Russia. If the Con-
stituent Assembly will convene and properly solve the issues presented before it,
then it will determine for a long time a peaceful progress of the Russian state life;
it will lead us to a wide and known path of law from this state of lawlessness and
half-anarchy in which we are now''.

An extensive article on this subject was also written in 1917 by Bogdan A. Kisti-
akovski who said in the introduction:

The power of the Provisional Government has only a temporary meaning: it was
given for a short period. The main task of the Provisional Government is convo-
cation of the Constituent Assembly. It is a demand which unifies all layers of the
Russian folk without any initial agreement or contract'.

Also, foreign experts of the state such as Isaac Don Levine who published his
work on the Russian revolution as early as in summer 1917 in the United States,
expressed their hope that convocation of the Constituent Assembly would have sta-
bilised the situation in Russia’. He stated that:

»IThe new Russia has before it a period of trial and constant peril, the months
that will be required to elect the Constituent Assembly. When that body meets,
free Russia will have started on the safe road of progress and civilization™.

Such a system, however, caused that the Provisional Government and main po-
litical forces became hostages of the idea of the Constituent Assembly. Since, the
government could not have made any systemic reforms and thus solve specific prob-
lems, limiting itself only to current managing functions. The law for introduction of
thorough changes in the Russians’ lives was going to be instituted by the Constituent
Assembly. Thus, on one hand, one should agree with a view that such a concept uni-
fied numerous parties in the initial revolutionary phase, groups, and social organi-

10 Aleksiej Andrejewicz Rozdjestwienskij (1869- 1923?) — Russian lawyer, specialist in the state law
theory and law philosopher. Related to the Department of Law of the Moscow University since 1897.
" A.A. PoxpectBencknit, OTBIT Teopuu ydupeauTenpHoro cobpanus: (B cBasu ¢ Bompocom 06
y4YpEAUTENbHOM C06paHI/H/I B Poccun), Mocksa 1917, c. 5.

2 B.A. Kucraxoscknii, Yupedumenvroe Cobpanue, [in:] CBOOOFHBI rOCY[apCTBEHHbIIl CTPOI,
Mocksa 1917, c. 13.

13 1.D. Levine, The Russian Revolution, New York 1917, s. 269-280. 1.S. Levine estimated that the
united socialist forces would have gained majority in the Constituent Assembly.

4 Ibidem, p. 280.
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zations”, being a significant binder of this political diversity. What is more, it can be
said that the heart of the Russian democracy in 1917 was a compromise which, as
a value, constitutes one of the conditions of a stable functioning of a democratic mod-
el. Therefore, Olga P. Popova wrote that the Constituent Assembly was a democratic
perspective of the Russian development being an alternative for the Bolshevik rule or
civil war's. On the other hand, this compromise in practice led to the paralysis of the
Russian government activity. Focusing their forces on preparation and convention of
the Constituent Assembly, both liberal and socialist politicians and experts of the Pro-
visional Government who mainly had an opposition experience, became only passive
observers of the deteriorating situation in the state and radicalization of the revolution
process. Vladimir P. Buldakov concluded in this context that “stubborn doctrinarism”
of liberals expressed only by focusing on the perfection of the election act for Con-
stituent Assembly and theoretical and absolute following of western systemic forms
caused that they failed to notice other mechanisms that could have led to democrati-
zation of Russia and maintenance of power'”. Therefore, he criticised also moderate
socialists who recognised the system of councils as a provisional systemic tool which
was supposed to be removed as soon as reforms of liberals were introduced'.

On the other hand, deepening of the process of revolution and permanent fighting
between the parties as a part of the dual power system', inhibited the works on con-
vocation of the Constituent Assembly that was indispensable for the development of
Russian statehood. The preparation of convention of this body also implied initiation of
elections and political campaigns which consisted in competition. As a result, a vicious
circle was triggered and paralysis of decisive measures that were supposed to strengthen
the authority. This paralysis of the system in Russia was used by the Bolsheviks who
mercilessly overthrew the system which was shaped at the turn of February and March
1917 and the Constituent Assembly. Nevertheless, the efforts related to its convention
were accompanied by a quite extensive social debate which was a valuable novum of the
Russian political reality. The idea of the Constituent Assembly was honest dream and
great intention for which Russian liberals and socialist fought even before revolution
of 1917. This supreme organ of state power should makes fundamental changes and

* N.C. VickeBud, Modenb 0eMoKkpamuteckoeo 20cy0apcmea 6 3aKoHo0amenvcrmae u KOHCHUMYy yu-
OHHbIX npoexmax Bpemennozo npasumenvcmea, [in:] Hamamuuku npasa Bpemennozo npasumens-
cmea. T. 21, ITog o6, pen. A.A. Jemuuesa, P.JI. Xayaryposa, Mocksa 2016, c. 9.

1 O.L Ilonosa, Bopvba demoxpamuueckux cun Ha Ypane 3a npedomepauerue Ipajicoanckoti 80iiHbl,
[in:] Ipaxoanckas eoiina Kak geHomeHn MUPOBOLI UCHOPUU: MAMEPUATbL HAYUHOU KOHPepeHyul,
Exarepun6ypr 2008, c. 60.

17 B.IL Bynpaxos, Kpacuas cmyma. IIpupoda u nocnedcmsust pesonoLuorHozo Hacumus, Mocksa 1997,
c. 176-177. The Russian historian indicates that fast convention of the fifth State Duma after overthrowing
of the Romanovs would cause less damage than long legislative work of the Russian liberals in 2017.

8 Ibidem, p. 175.

¥ M.P. Sadlowski, Populizm w procesie rewolucji 1917 r. w Rosji. Perspektywa prawno-ustrojowa, [in:]
Prawo w epoce populizmu, ed. P. Grzebyk, Warszawa 2023, p. 51-66.
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democratize Russia. Expression of this was very liberal Electoral Law to The All Russian
Constituent Assembly®. On the other hand, the idea of the Constituent Assembly be-
came one of the main systemic concepts of the Whites during the civil war which meant
that they set aside the basic reforms and changes in the country to the moment of win-
ning over the Bolsheviks and convocation of the Constituent Assembly. In this context,
it should be noted about the great discussion about the future constitution of the Russian
state and its political system that began during the February Revolution of 1917*'. This
discussion is an important part of Russia’s constitutional heritage®.

TOWARDS THE SELF-GOVERNING RUSSIA

The period when the Provisional Government was functioning initiated the
stage of formation of the local self-government in Russia under new, democratic
rules, which was going to be one of the foundations of the state system?®. It was re-
lated to beliefs of Russian liberals according to whom the self-government had a key
role in perceiving a public sphere, and in their concept its development constituted
an indispensable part of the reforms to decentralize the process of ruling the state
and ensuring the rule of law**. One of the main cadet politicians A.A. Kizewetter in
his monography on the local self-government in Russia published in 1910 indicated
that its development is a natural consequence of the general development of Rus-
sia”. Strengthening of self-governments was also a compensation for long-standing
discrimination by the last two tzars*. Moreover, construction of extensive home

2 N.C. VickeBuu, Modenv OemoKpamuueckoeo eocydapcmeéa 6 — 3aKOHOOAmMenvcmee
U KOHCMUMYUUOHHbIX npoekmax Bpemennozo npasumenvcmea..., c. 12; B.M. Teccen, Pyccxoe
yupedumernvHoe cobparue u 6v160poi 6 Heeo, Ilerporpan 1917, c. 7-20.

2 1.D. Thatcher, The Russian Revolutionary Constitution and Pamphlet Literature in the 1917 Russian
Revolution, “Europe-Asia Studies” 2016, Volume 68, Issue 10. The electronic version of the article:
https://www.academia.edu/26729643/The_Russian_Revolutionary_Constitution_and_Pamphlet_Lit-
erature_in_the_1917_Russian_Revolution [access: 14.01.2023].

2 In this contest, it is worth reading the following books about constitutional law published in rev-
olutionary Russia of 1917: K.H. Cokonos, Yupedumenvtoe cobparue, Omecca 1917; ®.® Kokomurkus,
Pecny6nuxa. O zocyoapcmeenqom cmpoe 6 Poccuu, Ilerporpan 1917; ®.®. Kokomkus, Yupeoumenvtoe
cobparue: [0oknad, npouumannuviii 7 cee3dy napmuu Hapooroti c60600vt 25 mapma 1917 2.], Ilerporpag
1917; M.B. Bunsik, 3axon o evibopax 6 Yupeoumenvroe cobpanue, Ilerporpag 1917; B.9. Honbze,
Yupeoumenvroe cobparue u ezo 3adaqu: [peub 6 cobpanuu spanoan eopooa Pannenbypea, Pasarnckoti
2ybepruu 14 aseycma 1917 eooa], Tlerporpap 1917.

» JL.A. JKyxoBa, [Ipo6remvl 63aum00etiCeus 71ACHHBIX CIPYKIMYP U 3eMCK020 CaMOYNPABeHUs
6 nopegpopmenoti Poccuu (1864-1918), Mocksa 1995, c. 29.

#  AJL Crapopy6osa, Opuduueckoe coseujanue 1917 e.: 0cHO8Hbe HANPABTEHUSL 0eAMENbHOCHIU:
asmopedepam ouccepmayuu Ha couckanue KaHOUOAmMa ucmopueckux Hayx, Mocksa 2000, c. 75.

% A.A. Kuseserrep, Mecmmoe camoynpaénenue 6 Poccuu. IX-XIX cm., Mocksa 1910, c. 163-165.

% Here, diaries of a conservative liberal M. Rodzianko where he described how a landed self-govern-
ment was deprived of veterinary services and supply of grains for the benefits of governmental admin-
istration on site. See. M.B. Ponssiuko, Iocydapcmeennas [yma u pespanvckas 1917 200a pesononus,
[in:] ApxuB pycckoit peBomonuu usgasaemslii I. B. Teccenom. T. 6, Beprmn 1922, c. 8-9.
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rules, according to cadets, was to compensate the absence of federalization based on
the national principle?”. Moreover, the composition of the new government, includ-
ing its head, ].G. Lvov proved that the issue of a self-government will be treated as
a priority. A legal and political prove for the above was incorporated in clause six of
the Declaration of the Provisional Government of 3 March 1917 on elections to the
local self-government under democratic principles.

And what is absolutely crucial, the reformed bodies of the local self-government
next to a new administrative judicature, were to constitute the main structure based
on which elections to the Constituent Assembly were to be carried out. Thereby, the
Provisional Government rejected all concepts which assumed elections to the Con-
stituent Assembly with the use of workers’ and soldiers’ delegate councils. It wanted
thus to eliminate possible various abuses and manipulations during elections and
ensure the highest democratic and law-abiding standards in the election procedure.

CONCLUSION

The above considerations prove that in the systemic sense, the Provisional Gov-
ernment, formed at the turn of February and March 1917, consequently aimed at
reconstruction of Russia into a democratic and constitutional state based on the lo-
cal government where an individual would have enjoyed extensive rights*. Whereas
any changes in the socio-economic system would have been made by a parliament
with respect for principles of the ownership law. Putting aside political, social, and
economic preconditions in which the Provisional Government took over the power
in Russia and a political and ideological conflict which as a consequence paved the
way to power for Bolsheviks, it should be concluded that between February and
October 1917, modernization of Russia towards a western state system had a quite
advanced character. And this is omitted by all kinds of critics of the democratic
system in Russia. Although the Provisional Government:

1) announced the basic laws and civil liberties and started formation of the system

of its protection;

2) created organizational frameworks and an apparatus of the Ministry of Councils;

3)  took up a decision on the direction of reforms in judiciary and local government;

4) carried out a reform of the local government (territorial self-government)*’;

5) introduced administrative judiciary®';

¥ AJL Crapogy6oBa, Opuouueckoe cosewsanue 1917 e...., c. 97.

»  COOpHUK yKa30B I IIOCTaHOB/IeHNIT BpeMeHHOTO IIpaBuTeNbCTBa, Iletepbypr 1917, Boim. 1, c. 7-8.
» M. Sadtowski, Migdzy Mikolajem II a Leninem..., p. 474.

®  H.JIO. CypaBuos, Paspabomka BpemeHnHbiM NpABUMENbCIME0M HNPABOBLIX OCHOB MECHIHO020
camoynpaenenus Poccuu, [in:] TlamsaTuuku npaBa Bpemennoro npasurenbcrsa. T. 21, ITox obwr. per.
A.A. lemnuesa, P.JI. XauaTyposa, Mocksa 2016, p. 172-174.

* M.P. Sadtowski, Koncepcje postepowania sgdowoadministracyjnego w okresie funkcjonowania Rzgdu
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6) prepared election rules for the Constituent Assembly;

7) started thorough works to reshape the relation of the state — Russian Or-

thodox Church®.

All these measures were accompanied by strong axiological foundations and, as
Andriej N. Mieduszevskij noted, ideals of February such as state of law, civil socie-
ty, constitutional guarantees of human rights and possibilities of their protection or
market economy “maintain unshakable historical meaning”®. Thus, the researcher
concluded that the February Revolution of 1917 was a boundary in the process of
transformation of the state society into the civic society*. This evaluation corresponds
to the thought of the famous Russian philosopher Nikolai A. Berdyaev who claimed
that Russia had been a feudal state in many issues up to the revolution in 1917%.

On the other hand, some of the mentioned actions, reforms, and the general
process of the systemic transformation, particularly the preparation of the election
rules for the Constituent Assembly and selected agrarian and workers’ reforms, were
very slow. When analysing the measures taken up by the Provisional Government in
the second facet, it should be said that it acted “as a mediator between various social
groups”*, remaining neutral, which did not help to solve even more violent social
conflicts. Certainly, it became one of the reasons for its collapse. However, we can-
not forget about active measures and extensive analytical, statistical, conceptual, and
legislative works undertaken by the Provisional Government in difficult conditions
of 1917, which were to serve for realization of its evolutionary vision of changes in
workers’ relations. Fundamental reforms were planned to be prepared thoroughly
and in such a way that they would have corresponded to the basic requirements
of a democratic legal state and modernization of Russian society. We also saw an
attempt to implement these plans and concepts during the civil war in Russia. Espe-
cially in the white Crimea in 1920, during the rule of General Piotr Wrangel, when
the agricultural reform and the reform of local administration began, based on the
land and municipal government”. And the first results of these reforms in Crimea
gave hope for their comprehensive implementation®. Without the experience of the
February Revolution of 1917, it would be difficult to start these reforms.

Tymczasowego Rosji, ,Studia z Dziejow Panistwa i Prawa Polskiego” 2017, t. XX, s. 205-216.

2 M. Sadlowski, Miedzy Mikotajem II a Leninem...., p. 332-340; A.A. CacdoHoB, Bepoucnoseoroe
3axoHo0amenvcmeo  Bpemennozo  npasumenvcmea, [w:] IlamaTHUKM TpaBa BpemeHHOro
npasurenscrsa. T. 21, Tlop o6mr. pen. A.A. lemndesa, P.JI. Xagatyposa, Mocksa 2016, c. 151-152.

¥ AH. Mepywescknit, IIpuuunol kpyuwenus Oemoxpamuueckoil pecnybnuxu 6 Poccuu 1917 e.,
»OTteuecrBenHas ucropus” 2007, Ne 6, c. 3.

*  Ibidem.

% H.A. Beppsies, Pycckas udest. Vlcmoku u cmblcl pyccko2o kommyHusma, Mocksa 2020, ¢. 359.

% VI.B. EBpouieHKo, Bpementoe npasumenvcmeo u pedopmot mpyoosvix omHouienuii 6 Poccuu
(pespanv-oxmsabpv 1917 e.), ,BecTHux FOxHO-Y pambcKoro rocyapcTBeHHOro yHuBepcurera. Cepus:
IIpaBo” 2006, no. 13 (68), c. 72.

37 B. lIBerkoB, Ilocneonss 6umea benozo KOza. 1920 2., Mocksa 2022, c. 420-434.

% Ibidem.
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In this sense ideals of Russian February Revolution of 1917 have today impor-
tance. These events destroy the narrative that in recent history Russia has not had
any democratization experience, and attempts to westernize Russia ended only un-
favorably for it. Importantly, contemporary Russian historiography shows examples
of research on the Russian revolution of 1917 and on the Russian Civil War of 1917-
1922 as opportunities for social and political dialogue and build a state different
from Bolshevik’s type of state’®. On the other hand, recently several books about
the fight against the democratization processes in Russia until 1917 also had been
published in Russia®.

Therefore, it may be said that along with the Bolshevik upheaval and collapse
of the Provisional Government not only young Russian democracy failed, that is
a state that was functioning for only a few months, but also the Russian state that
continued previous systemic reforms of Russia. Since the Bolsheviks indicated for-
mal and legal termination of relations with the overthrown system, the Russian state
in the period of the February Revolution was grounded on the principle of continu-
ation of the legal and political system e.g., in the judiciary sphere and local self-gov-
ernment, attempting to adjust it to new democratic conditions. Within this scope,
the Bolsheviks overturned a long history and continuation of the Russian statehood,
destroyed the efforts of a part of the Russian elite which wanted to establish a West-
ern European model of a system in Russia. They also committed themselves to de-
stroy a capitalistic path of the Russia’s development, which Marian Zdziechowski
fairly described as an unreal objective of the Russian Revolution*'. Whereas, build-
ing the state on totalitarian foundations, the Bolsheviks returned and used some of
tsar systemic experience, namely a system of the state dominance over an individual
and repressions.

¥ M.E. PasunbkoB, O. M. Mopo3sosa, CoyuanvHo-nonumuueckuti ouanoe 6 Poccuu (1917 - 1918 ze.)

TenOenyuu, Mexanusm, pezuoranvHole ocobenrnocmu, Mocksa 2021, c. 87-102; K.H. Moposos, Bopuc
Casumkos. Onvim Hayunoti 6uozpaguu, Mocksa — Cankt ITetep6ypr 2022, c. 481; B.M. PbIHKOB,
CoyuanvHas nonumuka aHmubonbULeBUCHICKUX npasumenvcme Ha eocmoxe Poccuu: Voeonoeus,
3axKoHodamenvcmeo, npakmuxa (urorv 1918 — oxmsabpy 1922), Mocksa 2022; A.C. ITyuenkos, ITepsoiii
200 Jlobposonvueckoii apmuu. Om 603HUKHOBEHUS ,ANeKcee6CKOll Opeanudayuu” 00 06paszosanus
Boopyacennvix Cun na FOze Poccuu (Hos6po 1917-0exabpo 1918 200a), Cankr Iletepbypr 2021.

0 M. NaBbigioB, Llena ymonuu. Mcmopus poccuiickoit modeprusayuu, Mocksa 2022; B. AKceHOB,
Cnyxu, o6pa3svl, smoyuu. Maccosvie HacmpoeHus: poccusii 6 200bl 60tiHbL U pesomouuu (1914-1918),
Mocksa 2020, 2022; B. AxceHos, Boiina nampuomusmos. Hponaear—taa U Maccosvle HACMpPOoeHUs
6 Poccuu nepuoda kpywenus umnepuu, Mocksa 2023.

1 M. Zdziechowski, Dwie rewolucje, [in:] Od Petersburga do Leningrada, Krakéw 2009, p. 106.
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