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Tourism is an important sector of the economy in Malta and was affected by the economic recession of 

2008–2011. Maltese economic development strategies and policy reacted to the recession by promoting 

sustainable tourism. This paper analyses the evolutionary path of the economic development of tourism 

in three ways. Firstly, comparative analyses of small island economies show the relative impact that the 

global recession had on tourism in Malta as 

tourism, and changes in the amount of expenditures in tourism. The main aim of the article is to answer 

the question: How did the Maltese tourism sector react to the global economic crisis when compared 

with other small island territories? The mixed methodology used in this paper includes: literature review, 

statistical data analysis and analysis of expert opinion surveys with tourism administration representatives. 

sustainable tourism, Malta, tourism economy, island territory, global economic crisis.
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1. Introduction
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analysis of the literature:

tourism expenditures.
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lopment of tourism.
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tion to this economic crisis event. In many tourism destinations the rela-
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-

tourism in

sustainable development of tourism.

2.1. Tourism and Crises

crisis in

-

-

-

critical tension for sustainable development is to search for a compromise 
-

mental conditions. 
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vided examples of positive development paths to sustainable tourism in 

temporary mora-

-

islands. Sustainable development of

sustainability 

 

Malta Profile -
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vision for sustainable development of
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the development of sustainable tourism are found in alternative types of 

tourist arrivals 

3. 

-

development of tourism.
-
-

administration).
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Fig. 1. Arrivals of tourists and one-day visitors to Malta in 2000–2015 (in thousands). 
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a positive moderate 

as a positive, noticeable, but low correlation.
1
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also confirms sustainable development of tourism in the economy.
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4. Tourism in Malta in Comparison to Other Island Areas

-
Malta’s National Tourism Plan 

-
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Malta’s National Tourism Plan 

-

Island territory

Anguilla – Sustainable Tourism Master Plan

Antigua and Barbuda – Antigua and Barbuda. Strategic approach to tourism 
as an export and development opportunity in small states

Aruba – Two Steps Ahead. Tourism Policy 2012

Barbados – UNEP’s Assistance in the Implementation of the Barbados 
Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS)

British Virgin Islands – British Virgin Islands Protected Areas system plan 
2007–2017

Cyprus – Strategic Plan for Tourism Development 2003–2010

Dominica – The National Development Corporation, Commonwealth 

Grenada – Grenada Strategic Development Plan 2030

Jamaica – Master Plan for Sustainable Tourism Development

Maldives – Maldives Third Tourism Master Plan 2007–2011

Malta – Malta Tourism Policy 2007–2011 

Mauritius – CBD Strategy and Action Plan 

Saint Kitts and Nevis – St-Kitts and Nevis Tourism Sector Strategy

Saint Lucia – Sustainable Tourism in St. Lucia 

Seychelles – Strategy of Tourism 2017, Seychelles Sustainable Development 
Strategy 

18

Bahamas Islands The commonwealth of the Bahamas. National Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan

 9

Average number of points for all islands territories: 24
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Malta Tourism 

Authority 

Malta Tourism Authority -

offices in

 -

tourism in

tourism sector. 

5. 

-

-
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-
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6. 

further development of -
rity for tourism administrators and policy. This paper’s first hypothesis is 

confirmed -



172 

Katarzyna Podhorodecka, Sharon C. Cobb

in

The second hypothesis is partially confirmed with a moderately 

positive dependency

confirmed

4

-

tourist expenditures.
-

-
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